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Dissertation Abstract 
Consideration by historians of Queensland's 'immoral underbelly' remains slight. 
The narrative that follows seeks to make inter alia a contribution compensating for 
this lacuna in our knowledge. The subject matter forming the focus of the 
dissertation is the rational recreation movement in Brisbane during the late 
Victorian and Early Edwardian years (cl880-1914). It is shown that this movement 
was a response by evangelically inclined Christians of middle and upper class 
habitus, to what was perceived as the nefarious leisure pursuits in the capital of 
Queensland's plebeian strata. Social class and status constitute paramount 
organising categories for analysis of this movement and form the analytical bedrock 
for explaining the motivations, emergence, development and consolidation of those 
specific institutions selected for study. 
The importance of other social divisions, particularly gender and generation, has 
been recognised within the analysis. Rational recreation was organised 
overwhelmingly in gender segregated environments. For those catering to a male 
only patronage an emphasis was placed on the absorption of a masculinist ethos 
designed to better equip Queensland's boys and young men to survive (and by 
extension secure the same for the colony/ state and nation) in the hyper-competition 
of globalising capitalism, and to prepare them better to rebut the domestic and 
public challenges occasioned by "first wave feminism" and the rise of the "New 
Woman" Institutions for girls and young women sought to reinforce largely 
traditional domestic responsibilities, especially for young females of plebeian 
background. 
The analysis advanced by the dissertation also incorporates a generational 
component outlining the various strategies deployed by the rational recreation 
movement for citizen construction according to age, as well as gender and social 
class. The strategies of the movement for dealing with the various generations 
comprising the modernist 'life cycle' informs the analysis presented. Further, the 
narrative delineates the importance of an undergirding thematic motivating the 
proponents of rational recreation centred on keenly felt anxieties concerning the 
nation's putative "racial degeneration'; anxieties articulated in prognostications by 
social commentators of Australia's (and thus Queensland's) imminent descent to the 
status of casualty in the globalising world economy in the years c 1880-1914. The 
rational recreation movement, it is suggested, sought to allay this supposed descent 
into the netherworld of 'backward' nations, and reverse the trajectory, by preparing 
in particular the young males of the nation/ state for the tasks of efficient citizenship 
viewed as crucial for success in the Social Darwinian schema of the "survival of the 
fittest" 
Selected institutions for the provision of rational recreation have been chosen 
comprising the subject matter of the individual chapters excepting chapter one, 
which provides a contextualisation of the movement through tracing the 
development of interconnected campaigns mounted by Brisbane's nebulous moral 
reform lobby, of which the rational recreation movement formed a "wing' These 
campaigns sought to combat the deleterious effects of plebeian leisure practices 
deemed 'morally dubious' and 'deviant' Having established the concerns 
underpinning the activity of the rational recreation movement the dissertation 
considers the development in late Victorian and Edwardian Brisbane of working 
class social clubs (chapter two), youth clubs (chapter three), uniformed youth 
movements (chapter four), institutes for "intellectual recreation" (chapter five), 
followed by case studies of two avant institutions - the Young Men's Christian 
Association (chapter six) and the Brisbane Institute of Social Service (chapter 
seven) - the latter located in Fortitude Valley, a hub of working class life in the 
period. 
The empirical narrative format of the dissertation has been chosen deliberately. 
Given the paucity of scholarly work on the subject matter of rational recreation in 
Queensland I was compelled to "tell the story" of most institutions appearing in the 
text. However, I have endeavoured to organise the data according to theoretical 
paradigms, particularly those emanating from critical history and critical sociology. 
It is intended that the blending of theory (small t it should be emphasised) and 
narrative delivers a compelling case for understanding the neglected leisure 
processes of late Victorian and Edwardian Brisbanites as ones intimately shaped by 
social class, race, gender, generation and contemporary conceptions of masculinity. 
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Introduction. 
"A great social force making for order and morality": so declared Sir Herbert 
Chermside, Governor of Queensland in 1902, of the Young Men's Christian 
Association (YMCA) of Brisbane.' However, the dictum could have applied with equal 
relevance to numerous other institutions that arose in late Victorian and Edwardian 
Brisbane dedicated to the provision of rational recreation.^ The sentiment expressed by 
Governor Chermside was articulated repeatedly throughout the period cl880 to 1914, 
the years defining the parameters of this dissertation. Heralded as "character factories" 
and viewed by many among Brisbane's coterie of moral reformers as 'The swiftest and 
surest way to graduate... from the blighting School of the Street...", institutions of 
rational recreation emerged in the 'leisurescape' of North America, Europe, and, 
pertinently, the United Kingdom and its colonies.^ 
These institutions for the provision of rational recreation were an overwhelmingly 
urban-based response to the social turmoil occurring through the process of 
industrialism in the Western world in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. In 
particular, social conflict emanated from the challenges posed to capitalist social 
relations by a vibrant and combative working class in the industrial sphere and to 
patriarchal, and/ or masculinist protocols with the rise of "first-wave feminism" and the 
"New Woman".'^  
Sir Herbert Chermside, Governor of Queensland, speaking at a meeting of the Brisbane Young Men's 
Christian Association (hereafter, YMCA), Brisbane Courier, 21 August 1902, p. 4 (hereafter, BQ. 
Strictly speaking, the Edwardian period covered the years 1901, following the death of Queen Victoria, 
to 1910. However, I have extended it to 1914 for convenience. The phrase "late Victorian", used 
frequently in this dissertation, encompasses the years cl880 to 1901. The dividing point between colonial 
and post-colonial in this dissertation is 1901, the year in which the colonies of Australia federated, 
becoming states within the Commonwealth of Australia. The colonial period in Queensland runs from 
1859, the year of Separation from New South Wales, to federation in 1901. Throughout the dissertation I 
refer to Queensland as a colony/ state. This descriptor reflects its status as a colony of the United 
Kingdom prior to 1901 when, following federation of the colonies they became states within a federal 
political structure - the Commonwealth of Australia. 
^ BC, 26 January 1907, p. 5; Jill Hutcheon, 'Political, Social, and Cultural Attitudes in Queensland: 1890-
1899', BA Hons thesis, Department of History, University of Queensland, 1965. 
•* Chris Rojek, Decentring Leisure: Rethinking leisure theory, London, Sage Publications, 1995, p. 14. 
For overviews of social crises in Australia on the industrial and gender fi-onts including the impact on 
Introduction 
When embarking upon the research for this doctoral dissertation I had in mind creating 
a work that would deal in copious detail with emergent pattems of leisure and 
recreation within Brisbane's inner city working class (respectable and 'unrespectable') 
districts in the period 1880 to 1914. However, it became apparent after a few months of 
perusing the sources extant that this was not possible for a relatively large and 
analytical piece such as this. The major difficulties posed for the would-be historian of 
community-based leisure practices in Brisbane lies in the dearth of pertinent primary 
data. For example, a number of local newspapers and journals from the period have 
simply disappeared, such as the Ithaca and Toowong Record, the Milton Messenger, 
South Brisbane News and South Brisbane Herald. Similarly, numerous publications 
catering to specialised recreational interests, such as the Musical Times of Queensland, 
could not be traced. Journals dealing with social and industrial movements advocating 
the extension of leisure hours for workers, perhaps the most prominent being the Early 
Closing Association's Early Closing Advocate, have vanished into the ether also. 
With the avenue for micro-histories of developing leisure 'tastes' effectively closed I 
decided to produce a broader survey of institutions dedicated to the (re)formation of 
working class and subaltern leisure practices within Brisbane's inner city districts and 
city centre. Rather than devote the entire manuscript to empirically outlining the 
adherence of working class males and females, through the generations, to different 
forms of leisure and recreation - a task still awaiting its historians - 1 opted, impelled 
by my interest in social and cultural history, to concentrate on the responses to "... 
leisure on the margins of conventional morality" and "abnormal" leisure defined by the 
ideologues of rational recreation in late Victorian and Edwardian Brisbane. 
Queensland, see RW Connell and TH Irving, Class Structure in Australian History: Documents, 
narrative and argument, Melboume, Longman Cheshire, 1980; Ken Buckley and Ted Wheelwright, No 
Paradise for Workers: Capitalism and the common people in Australia 1788-1914, Melboume, Oxford 
University Press, 1988; Katie Spearritt, 'New Dawns: First wave feminism 1880-1914', in Kay Saunders 
and Raymond Evans, (eds). Gender Relations in Australia: Domination and negotiation, Sydney, 
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1992, pp. 325-349; Audrey Oldfield, Australian Women and the Vote, 
Melboume, Cambridge University Press, 1994; Robert Dixon, 'The New Woman and the Coming Man: 
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iHri'^f^. 
Views of Brisbane, 1909 
Source: EJT Barton, (ed.). Jubilee History of Queensland: A record of 
political, industrial, and social development from the landing of the first 
explorers to the close of 1909, Brisbane, HJ Diddams & Co., 1909, pp. 36-37. 
Introduction 
To present the data in the most manageable way I have organised the dissertation, with 
the exception of the first chapter, into slices of the history of the rational recreation 
movement formed within instimtional contexts. To survey these institutions in the city 
across the "life cycle" is a fairly unique approach to the subject matter, which is mostly 
compartmentalised generationally, I have selected for analysis the institutional settings 
of adult male working class social clubs, youth clubs, uniformed youth movements, 
mutual improvement institutes for 'late' adolescents and young adults, the YMCA for 
young adult and adult males and the Brisbane Institute of Social Service, which 
straddled the generations and genders, if not the classes. However, this form of leisure 
outlet - in terms of ideology and practice - was not indigenous in origin. Rather, 
agencies of rational recreation emanated from distant, albeit familiar, shores. 
It would appear that the rational recreation movement first formed, perhaps not 
surprisingly, in the United Kingdom in the early nineteenth cenmry, at a time when it 
could still lay claim to the epithet, "cradle of the industrial revolution" Its early history 
there has been documented in the excellent works of Robert Malcolmson, James 
Walvin, Brian Harrison and, of course, in the seminal contribution of Peter Bailey.^ 
Similarly, social and cultural historians focussing on Europe and North America have 
traced the contours of the impulse towards offering the "urban masses' "wholesome 
amusement" or "edifying leisure" as a counter attraction to the "temptations of the 
street", during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.^ However, writing and 
research on the history of this movement in colonial and early post-colonial Australia 
has been scant indeed, receiving but cursory treatment by historians of Australian 
Gender and genre in the "lost race" romance', in Susan Magarey, Sue Rowley, Susan Sheridan, (eds), 
Debutante Nation: Feminism contests in the 1890s, St Leonards, Allen & Unwin, 1993, pp. 163-174. 
^ Robert W Malcolmson, Popular Recreations in English Society, 1700-1850, Cambridge, Cambridge 
University Press, 1973; James Walvin, Leisure and Society, 1830-1950, London, Longman, 1978; John 
K Walton and James Walvin, (eds). Leisure in Britain, 1780-1939, Manchester, Manchester University 
Press, 1983; Brian Harrison, 'Religion and Recreation in Nineteenth Century England', Past & Present, 
no. 38, December 1967, pp. 98-125; Peter Bailey, Leisure and Class in Victorian England: Rational 
recreation and the contest for control 1830-1885, London, Routiedge and Kegan Paul, 1978. 
* See for example for North America, Gary Cross, A Social History of Leisure Since 1660, State College, 
Penn., Venture Publishing, 1990. Notable histories for a number of individual European nation states 
exist. For instance, for a social history of leisure and recreation in France consult Charles Rearick, 
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socio-cultural development and by academics associated with the discipline of leisure 
studies.' 
Histories of Queensland, specialist or generalist, scholarly or 'amateur', replicate the 
pattern established at the national level. Indeed, aside from a few monographs 
considering organised sports, a sprinkling of academic theses (mainly with organised 
sports as subject matter), Ronald Lawson's chapter, 'Leisure Activities\ in his seminal 
urban history, Brisbane in the 1890s, a number of journal articles penned by local 
amateurs on aspects of leisure and recreation, and most recently, a collection of papers 
on recreation and popular culture in Brisbane published by the Brisbane History Group, 
little of note has been produced on the world of leisure and recreation in Queensland 
during the period analysed in this dissertation.* For instance, the otherwise conraianding 
•generalist' works of Ross Fitzgerald, Ross Johnston and most recently, Bill Thorpe, 
Pleasures of the Belle Epoque: Entertainment and festivity in turn-of-the-century France, New Haven, 
Yale University Press, 1985. 
^ Few historians have attempted overviews of leisure in Australia, Geoffrey Blainey making an early 
foray with his 'The History of Leisure in Australia: The late-colonial era', Victorian Historical Journal, 
vol. 49, 1978, pp. 7-22. Vicki Carlyle presents a spartan overview in 'The Importance of Leisure in 
Australia', Cabbages and Kings: Selected essays in history and Australian studies, vol. 19, 1991, pp. 42-
48. Scholarly contributions on the emergence and development of rational recreation in Australia are 
rare. Some of the more proficient texts dealing with sports and popular culture include mention of the 
phenomenon, although eschew detailed analysis. The reason for this may well be the tendency in 
Australian social studies to 'read off similar developments in the United Kingdom and North America. 
An exception to this, at least at the level of discussing in some detail the promulgation of the idea of 
rational recreation throughout the Australian colonies/ states is John O'Hara's excellent, A Mug's Game: 
A history of gaming and betting in Australia, Kensington, New South Wales University Press, 1988. See 
also as instances, Richard Waterhouse, Private Pleasures, Public Leisure: A history of Australian 
popular culture since 1788, South Melboume, Longman Australia Pty Ltd, 1995; Richard Cashman, 
Paradise of Sport: The rise of organised sport in Australia, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1995. 
' Barry Shaw, (ed.), Brisbane: Relaxation, recreation and rock 'n' roll-popular culture 1890-1990, 
Brisbane History Group Papers, no. 17, Brisbane, Brisbane History Group, 2001; Ronald Lawson, 
Brisbane in the 1890s: A study of an Australian urban society, St Lucia, University of Queensland Press, 
1973, pp. 191-246. The monograph is based on his 1970 doctoral thesis, 'An Analysis of Brisbane 
Society in the 1890s', PhD thesis, Department of History, University of Queensland, 1970; Ross Elliott, 
'Children in Queensland 1900-1920: A study of children's culture and their place and purpose in adult 
Queensland society', BA Hons thesis, Department of History, University of Queensland, 1985; CG 
Austin, 'One hundred Years of Sport and Recreation in Queensland', Journal of the Royal Historical 
Society of Queensland (hereafter, RHSQJ), vol .6, no. 1, September 1959, pp. 268-293; Norman S Pixley, 
'Entertainment in Brisbane—Recollections', RHSQJ, vol. 10, no. 2,1976-1977, pp. 10-26. Max Howell, 
Reet Howell, David W Brown, The Sporting Image: A pictorial history of Queenslanders at play, St 
Lucia, University of Queensland Press, 1989; Reet A Howell and Maxwell L Howell, The Genesis of 
Sport in Queensland: From the Dreamtime to Federation, St Lucia, University of Queensland Press, 
1992. A listing of academic theses can be obtained from the Department of Human Movement Studies. 
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are silent on the subject of the role of leisure and recreation in defining life in the 
region.^ In this aspect if no other, these historians working in the late twentieth century 
have emulated their predecessors in the nineteenth century. 
Thus, in Australia, Queensland, and Brisbane - the latter being the focus of this 
narrative - the field of leisure and recreation, including the idea and practices of 
rational recreation, considered shortly, remains under-studied from an historical 
perspective. The reasons for this lacuna in our knowledge of this complex phenomenon 
are manifold undoubtedly. Although, the most compelling partial explanation is surely 
the existence of a bias, deeply rooted in modernist sensibility, that work or labour, 
however defined, is constitutive of life's 'productive', hence "serious', business, while 
leisure, by-and-large, is rated a lower grade activity - a social epiphenomenon 
associated with pleasure, frivoUty and hedonism. Peter Bailey, author of a seminal 
monograph in the history of leisure and rational recreation. Leisure and Class in 
Victorian England, makes the point succinctly when he writes: 
In the [historian's] conventional hierarchy of human activities, leisure has most 
often been a mere appendix, an unexplored and scarcely acknowledged minor 
tributary to the mainstream of history. The subject has been left to the amateur 
student of manners, the antiquarian or the folklorist, whose enthusiasms and 
industry have rarely been matched by any regard for historical perspective or 
social context.*^ 
^ Ross Fitzgerald, A History of Queensland: From the Dreaming to 1915, St Lucia, University of 
Queensland Press, 1982; W Ross Johnston, The Call of the Land: A history of Queensland to the present 
day, Milton, The Jacaranda Press, 1982, pp. 112-128, A Documentary History of Queensland: From 
reminiscences, diaries, parliamentary papers, newspapers, letters arui photographs, St Lucia, University 
of Queensland, 1988; Bill Thorpe, Colonial Queensland: Perspectives on a frontier society, St Lucia, 
University of Queensland Press, 1996, 'A Social History of Colonial Queensland: Towards a Marxist 
analysis', PhD thesis, University of Queensland, 1985. Paul Crook devotes three pages to leisure and 
recreation in Brisbane during the 1880s. He attempts no analysis but merely provided lists of leisure and 
recreation-based clubs and associations and leisure and recreation-based venues. DP Crook, 'Aspects of 
Brisbane Society in the Eighteen-Eighties', BA Hons thesis. Department of History, University of 
Queensland, 1958, pp. 18-20. 
'" Examples are William Henry Traill, 'Historical Sketch of Queensland', in Andrew Garran, (ed.). 
Picturesque Atlas of Australasia, vol. 2, Sydney, Picturesque Atlas Publishing Co., 1886-1888, pp. 313-
409; JJ Knight, In the Early Days: History and incident of pioneer Queensland with dictionary of dates 
in chronological order, Brisbane, Sapsford and Co., 1898 edn. 
" Bailey, Leisure and Class in Victorian England, p. 1. 
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And this despite leisure being, in Bailey's considered opinion, "... one of the major 
frontiers of social change in the nineteenth century, and like most frontiers it was 
disputed territory."'^ 
The discursive construction of what constituted 'socially acceptable' uses of leisure 
time was embedded in conceptions of Christian bourgeois ethics, assuming in the 
historical and contemporary settings the stams of a moral frontier. Referring to the 
historical period under consideration, Bailey furnishes a rationale for leisure and 
recreation assuming this status: 
The middle-class... were themselves uneasy about the potentially corrupting 
effect of leisure on the internal disciplines of their own class; all the more so then 
were they apprehensive about the effects of leisure and its fi-eedoms on a working 
class with a traditional taste for wantonness and an uncertain allegiance to the 
authority of its betters. Viewed from above, leisure constituted a problem whose 
solution required the building of a new social conformity - a play discipline to 
complement the work discipline that was the principal means of social control in 
an industrial capitalist society.*^ 
The rational recreation, and moral reform, movements were based almost without 
exception in Queensland's capital city. The rationale for selecting Brisbane for analysis 
in this dissertation, rather than the whole of Queensland, is that this urban centre 
comprised a "social laboratory' in a variety of realms, including the development of a 
substantial leisure market unequalled in any other Queensland settlement.''* In a 
development paralleling that observed by historians of the leisure industry in Britain -
the country from which the Australian colonies and (post-1901) states derived the great 
Bailey, Leisure and Class in Victorian England, p. 5. 
'^  Bailey, Leisure and Class in Victorian England, p. 5. 
Greg Melleuish, (comp.), Australia as a Social and Cultural Laboratory?: Being proceedings of a 
conference held at King's College, The University of Queensland, 20-22 May 1988, and organised 
jointly by the Australian Studies Centre of the University of Queensland and the Australian Studies 
Association, St Lucia, Australian Studies Centre, University of Queensland Press, 1990; William Pembe 
Reeves, State Experiments in Australia and New Zealand, London, Grant Richards, 1902. 
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majority of their "culmral baggage" - the metropolis of Brisbane generated a highly 
commercialised leisure and recreation sector from the late nineteenth century.' 
Lx)cated on the shores of Moreton Bay in sub-tropical south east Queensland, Brisbane 
grew from a mid-nineteenth century village of some 6 051 people to become the nation's 
fourth largest city, with a population of 209 946 in 1921 amounting to twenty-eight per 
cent of the state's total population.*^ Politically pre-eminent, it dominated all aspects of 
the colony/ state's affairs. Emergent from the 1860s as a "commercial-bureaucratic" 
entity servicing the economically dominant pastoral and primary produce sectors, the 
metropolis spawned a diverse range of industries including retailing, small-scale 
manufacturing, warehousing, port-related activities, and importantly, a plethora of 
burgeoning service centred industries, including those associated with the provision of 
leisure activities, spurred by unprecedented population and economic growth in the 
1880s.'^  
The 1880s were perhaps the most important years in the nineteenth century 
development of the Queensland economy. Commencing with the unprecedented boom 
in the first half of the 1880s, slowing between 1885 and 1890, economic growth was 
accompanied by rapid growth in Brisbane's population from 37 053 in 1881 to 101 428 
in 1891, assisted by a generous programme of government financed assisted 
immigration for United Kingdom migrants.'^ The heady growth of the 1880s occurred. 
'^  Asa Briggs, Mass Entertainment: Origins of a modern industry, Adelaide, Griffin Press, 1960; John 
Clarke and Chas Critcher, The Devil Makes Work: Leisure in capitalist Britain, Urbana, University of 
Illinois Press, 1985; Rojek, Decentring Leisure and his excellent Capitalism and Leisure Theory, 
London, Tavistock, 1985; Bailey, Leisure and Class in Victorian England. 
'* JC Caldwell, 'Population' in Wray Vamplew, (ed.), Australians: Historical statistics, New South 
Wales, Fairfax, Syme & Weldon Associates, 1987, pp. 23-41, p. 41. 
" Graeme Davison, '"New, Brawny, Uneven and Half-Finished": Brisbane among the Australian capital 
cities', Brisbane in 1888: The Historical Perspective, Brisbane History Group Papers No. 8, 1988, pp. 151-
164, pp. 152-153. 
'* These figures exclude Queensland's Indigenous peoples, presumably not counted in the census. 
Caldwell, 'Population', p. 41; Charles Price, 'Immigration and Ethnic Origin', in Vamplew, (ed.), 
Australians, pp. 2-22, p. 5. Price calculates that 107 300 migrants were assisted with their passage the 
Queensland between 1881 and 1890. This figure represents a significantly high proportion of population 
growth for Queensland as a whole, the population of which was 213 525 in 1881 and 393 718 by the end 
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according to economic historian, William Richmond, on "...an increasingly unstable 
base", precipitating economic malaise through the 1890s in the capital, along with the 
rest of the colony, triggered by a period of severe economic depression in the early 
1890s. Only in the first decade of the twentieth century did the economy recover 
sufficiently to enter a new period of "... sustained and rapid economic progress." 
Analysis of the effect of macro-economic changes on the leisure and recreation 
provision sector of Brisbane's micro-economy in the period 1880-1914 is beyond the 
scope of this dissertation. Unfortunately, economic historians interested in 
Queensland's economic development have dealt with the sector either cursorily or not 
at all, thus permitting not even a tentative analysis of such an effect. However, my 
research suggests strongly a pattern of development for the leisure provision sector 
comparable to that of the broader economy. Despite complaints about the lack of 
recreational facilities in the capital, the shortage of public space dedicated to sporting 
ovals being described by the Daily Standard in 1914 as a "Disgrace to City", and 
Queensland's most influential daily newspaper, the Brisbane Courier, intoning a few 
years earlier, "As a city we have not to any great extent studied the art of catering for 
the public comfort or recreation", an equal number of commentators thought the 
provision of leisure facilities adequate.^" 
of the decade. Brisbane absorbed a disproportionately large number of these migrants compared to the 
rural areas of the colony. 
'^  William Henry Richmond, 'Government and Economic Development in Queensland 1883-1914: A 
study of policy making', PhD thesis. University of Queensland, 1987, p. 18. The trajectory delineated by 
Richmond is generally agreed upon by historians of the period. Disagreement, where it exists, tends to 
centre upon the political and social consequences of these developments. See for example, John Laverty, 
'The Queensland Economy 1860-1915', in DJ Murphy, RB Joyce and Colin A Hughes, (eds). Prelude to 
Power: The rise of the Labour Party in Queensland 1885-1915, Milton, The Jacaranda Press, 1970, pp. 
28-44; Glen Lewis, A History of the Ports of Queensland: A study in economic nationalism, St Lucia, 
University of Queensland Press, 1973; Lawson, 'Economic Structure and Social Status', in Brisbane in 
the 1890s, pp. 37-96; Johnston, The Call of the Land, pp. 112-128; Fitzgerald, A Wjtory of Queensland; 
Thorpe, 'A Social History of Colonial Queensland', Colonial Queensland; TA Coghlan, Labour and 
Industry in Australia: From the first settlement in 1788 to the establishment of the Commonwealth in 
1901,4 vols, London, Oxford University Press, 1918, vol. 3, pp. 1534-1540, vol. 4, pp. 2065-2066. 
^ Daily Standard, 2 May 1914, p. 4 (hereafter, DS); BC, 8 March 1906, p. 4. See also the caustic 
conunents of Harold Finch Hatton in his. Advance Australia: An account of eight year's work, wandering 
and amusement in Queensland, New South Wales, and Victoria, London, Allen, 1885, p. 318. For 
sanguine appraisals of the leisure scene refer to as instances, Norman S Pixley, 'Entertainment in 
Brisbane', p. 10 and Amy W Sampson, Brisbane's Nineties: Recollections and digressions, 19-, p. i^  
Mss 50/1, George Sampson Collection, Fryer Library (hereafter, FL). 
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Introduction 
Certainly, commercial entertainment facilities and opportunities expanded in type and 
extent in Brisbane from the 1880s, drawing on the custom of a rapidly increasing 
population. The sector's growth was curtailed as the recession of the early 1890s turned 
to depression effecting, although not too dramatically, the provision of commodified 
leisure and recreation until the first decade of the new century. By 1914 economic 
recovery was sustained and the leisure industry prospering and at the beginning of an 
entertainment revolution sparked by the fledgling international movie industry.^ * 
The commercialised leisure industry's products in the late Victorian and Edwardian 
years were popular, particularly with the 'lower orders' The public house, dancing 
saloon, music hall, professional sports fixture, theatre, picture house and brightly-lit 
shopping precinct all vied for the patronage of 'the people' ^^  These entertainment 
venues, with occasional exceptions during the period, countenanced and promoted the 
mixing of genders, generations and, to an extent, social classes. The relatively densely 
packed citizenry, living close to the inner city zone, jostled together, especially on 
weekend evenings - the weekend being an invention of nineteenth century 
industrialism - in a way incomprehensible to most modem inner city dwelling 
Brisbanites.^^ 
Chapter one, which provides a context for the chapters that follow dealing with selected 
Brisbane-based institutions dedicated to rational recreation, establishes the reasons 
'^ Ross Francis Cooper, And the Villain Pursued Her: Origins of film in Australia, 1896-1913, MA 
thesis, Australian National University, 1971; Albert Moran and Tom O'Regan, (eds), The Australian 
Screen, Ringwood, Penguin, 1989. 
^^  Bryan Jamison, 'Making "honest, truthful and industrious men": Newsboys, rational recreation and the 
construction of the "citizen" in Late Victorian and Edwardian Brisbane', Journal of Popular Culture, 
vol. 33, no. 1,1999, pp. 79-96; Gail Reekie, 'The Most Beautiful Store in the World: Department store 
marketing techniques and the consumer', Australian Left Review, no. 103, Feb/ Mar 1988, pp. 37-39. 
^^  In constructing this broad-brush picture of the capital's leisure and recreation provision sector between 
cl880 and 1914 it is of course remiss not to at least mention the non-commercialised and non-
commodified aspects of leisure in Brisbane. In fact, on a daily basis individuals participated in an array 
of activities, falling under the contemporary definition of leisure, that had no (or minuscule and 
tangential) commercial content. For instance, much evidence can be found pointing to the enormous 
popularity of recreational fishing, hiking and camping among all classes and genders. 
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underpinning Bailey's contention that leisure and recreation in the Victorian and 
Edwardian period constimted "disputed territory" between classes - and it should be 
added - between generations and genders. In delineating the concems and anxieties 
articulated by the moral reform movement, particularly its rational recreation 
component, over "misspent' plebeian leisure time, this dissertation makes a significant 
contribution to the fields of leisure studies and Queensland social and cultural history. 
Drawing together disparately located evidence from primary and secondary source 
materials the chapter overviews, from the perspective of events in the capital, what 
Australian-based leisure studies scholars Rob Lynch and Anthony Veal describe as "... 
leisure on the margins of conventional morality" comprising, in the context of this 
narrative, transgressive "moral evils" such as imbibing alcohol to excess (and on the 
Sabbath), gambling, sexual licentiousness and other 'corrupting' manifestations of 
'street behaviour' Lynch and Veal posit correctly that the dominant pre-occupation in 
'westem' leisure studies - at theoretical and empirical levels - has been with 
"...'clean', wholesome, healthy, legal and morally uncontested forms of leisure", rather 
than that, which is surely as legitimate study material, identifiable as 'morally dubious' 
leisure.^ '* 
Theoretical treatises on what constitutes the 'essence' of leisure have tended to 
formulate conceptions of leisure from a variety of philosophical positions, based 
usually in transhistorical appreciations of the phenomenon.^^ The genesis of the 
discipline of leisure studies in the 1960s and 1970s in Austrahan higher education has 
Rob Lynch and AJ Veal, Australian Leisure, South Melboume, Longman Australia, 1996, pp. 290-
301, p. 291. Chris Rojek develops this theme also in a chapter titled 'The Abnormal Forms of Leisure', in 
his Leisure and Culture, Basingstoke, Palgrave, 2000, pp. 141-195. 
Outstanding contributions of this type include Johan Huizinga, Homo Ludens: A study of the play, 
element in culture, Boston, Beacon Press, 1955 and Josef Pieper, Leisure: The basis of culture. South 
Bend, St Augustine's Press, 1998, introduction by Roger Scruton, new translation by Gerald Malsbury. 
For outstanding surveys and overviews of differing conceptions of 'leisure' see Rojek, Capitalism and 
Leisure Theory; 'Leisure and Recreation Theory', in Edgar L Jackson and Thomas L Burton, (eds), 
Understanding Leisure and Recreation: Mapping the past, charting the future. State College PA, 
Venture Publishing Inc., 1989, pp. 69-88, Decentring Leisure, Leisure and Culture, Basingstoke, 
Macmillan, 2000; Stan Parker and Robert Paddick, Leisure in Australia: Themes and issues, Melbourne 
Longman Cheshire, 1990. 
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been, however, influenced heavily by structural functional and functionalist 
sociological models, which have tended to stress the 'essence' of leisure as an autotelic 
activity framed within a series of attributes with positive connotations such as 
"agency", "voluntarism", "freedom of choice", "creativity", "spontaneity", 
"metaphysical contemplation", "intrinsic motivation" and "self-actualisation"^^ This is 
not the place to commence a discussion on what precisely constitutes leisure's 
'essence', with much ink having already been spilled without arrival at anything 
approaching a definitive answer. 
Indeed, academic disputation within the field of leisure studies and related disciplines 
on what leisure 'is' has raged for nearly half-a-century without anything like general 
agreement being reached. Following Peter Bailey, and other scholars of a historical and 
'structuralist' persuasion, for the purposes of this dissertation, and acknowledging the 
myriad of competing definitions, 'modem' leisure is defined as: 
... a certain kind of time spent in a certain kind of way. The time is that which lies 
outside the demands of work, direct social obligations and the routine activities of 
personal and domestic maintenance; the use of this time, though socially 
determined, is characterised by a high degree of personal freedom and choice.^ ^ 
Leisure and recreation are considered social, cultural and historical constructions 
influenced by, and influencing in turn, social structures and systems.^ ^ It is activity 
subject to perhaps a greater autonomy in decision-making and permits a degree of 
preference and choice not available in other spheres for most people, especially in 
lower social strata. This is not to deny, however, the structural limitations imposed by 
*^ Parker and Paddick, Leisure in Australia, p. 93. Perhaps the most convincing scholarly expositions of 
this "functionalist" approach are those by Joffre Dumazedier, Towards a Society of Leisure, London, 
Collier-Macmillan, 1967 and Kenneth Roberts, Leisure, New York, Longman, 1981. See also the classic 
study of leisure by Catholic philosopher Pieper, Leisure. For excellent overviews refer to Thomas L 
Goodale and Geoffrey C Godbey, The Evolution of Leisure: Historical and philosophical perspectives. 
State College, Pa, Venture Publishing, 1988 and John Wilson, Politics and Leisure, Boston, Unwin 
Hyman, 1988. For the variety of definitions consult AJ Veal, 'Definitions of Leisure and Recreation', 
Australian Journal of Leisure and Recreation, vol. 2, no. 4, 1992, pp. 44-52. 
" Bailey, Leisure and Class in Victorian England, p. 6. 
*^ Wilson, Politics and Leisure, p. 2. 
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social class, gender, generation, race and ethnicity on the individual's thinking about 
and choice of leisure or recreation activity. Existing in time and place and of a mutable 
nature, forms of leisure and recreation are subsumed within historical processes of 
continuity and discontinuity. As culmral and social phenomena subject to modification 
and transmutation through time, and in geographical space, leisure and recreation 
become the subject of culmral and social discourses and struggles between social 
groups, in which their attached meanings and significance can alter minimally or 
radically. 
Such discourses, discursive practices and social struggles to establish hegemony over 
the meaning of what constimtes appropriate leisure activity are inherently political, 
encompassing conflict and alUances within and between social groups, which structure 
the practice of, and responses to, "... leisure on the margins of conventional 
morality" ^^  While reference will be made to social conflict in the leisure arena, the 
focus of this dissertation is more concerned with the responses to nefarious plebeian 
leisure pursuits and the utilisation of structured, supervised rational recreation to negate 
'immorality' and construct responsible, solid citizens within the parameters of 
bourgeois social thinking.^" By the 1880s in Brisbane, reflecting developments in the 
industrialised or industrialising 'west', commentary had settled - in a definitional sense 
- into a hegemonic view of leisure as compensation for workplace drudgery - a notion 
that continues to exert sway in the realm of leisure smdies.''^  
Accompanying this view was an understanding of the role of leisure and recreation as 
an opportunity for recuperation enabling the optimal discharge of workplace 
Richard Gruneau, Class, Sports, and Social Development, Amherst, University of Massachusetts Press, 
1983, foreword by Charles H Page, pp. 144-152; Jim McKay, No Pain No Gain? Sport in Australian 
culture, Sydney, Prentice Hall, 1991; Clarke and Critcher, The Devil Makes Work, p. 226. 
on 
Strictly speaking, in the Australian context before 1901 citizen had no legal status. Legally, Australians 
were British subjects not citizens of Australia. Australian cconstitutional historian, Helen Irving, states 
that "'Citizen' was a common expression of the time, used broadly to refer to respectable, active 
members of the public, as distinct from Members of Parliament." Helen Irving, 'New South Wales', in 
Helen Irving, (ed.). The Centenary Companion to Australian Federation, Melboume, Cambridge 
University Press, 1999, pp. 20-92, p. 52. 
Rojek, Capitalism and Leisure Theory, pp. 52-53, passim. 
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responsibilities at 'acceptable' levels of productivity. As the Reverend FB Meyer in his 
paper, 'The Perils of Frivolity', declared, "Amusement, properly understood, is 
intended for recreation - re-creation. It is meant to recreate the body worn out by work 
and to fit it for more work and for better work."^^ Certain forms of 'respectable' leisure 
were approved of by Victorian and Edwardian leisure pundits, essentially being those 
"... which re-creates what is lost in daily life's frictions or fatigues [and] whatever 
makes the body healthier, the mind clearer, and the immortal power more vigorous...", 
and which "... prepares and fits for life's serious occupations [and] maintaining the 
Standards of the race." Rationalised recreation stood for the productive use of leisure 
due to the dominant view that it represented "... a form of rational purposive activity 
which complemented work."'''* 
The positive values attributed to leisure under the dominant discourse prevailing in the 
colonial and early post-colonial period were, of course, tempered by the concems of the 
moral reform movement, which perceived plebeian leisure as potentially corruptible, 
thus imbuing it with a suspect quality. For instance, an article on "Amusements' 
published in an 1889 edition of the Queensland Christian Witness thought 
preoccupation with leisure pursuits occasioned a circumstance where, "Life is robbed 
of its meaning and becomes a frivolous jest. The character grows hard, selfish, cruel in 
its demands."^^ Indeed, such was the putative threat to youth should their leisure hours 
be 'misspent' in this way that the leadership of the Young Men's Christian Association 
of Brisbane pubHshed 'A Young Man's Recreation Creed' in 1914, the tenth 
'^ The Methodist Leader, 21 February 1913, p. 443 (hereafter, ML), The Methodist Leader, Jan 1912-Dec 
1914, 0MFS/l/l/4(g) Methodist Church of Australasia, Queensland Branch, John Oxley Library, State 
Library of Queensland, (hereafter, JOL). 
^^ Queensland Evangelical Standard, 7 January 1887, p. 587 (hereafter, QES); Queensland Freeman, 1 
April 1881, p. 52 (hereafter, QFreeman); Week, 2 October 1891, pp. 6-7. The Reverend E James makes 
the same point in his sermon on 'The Use of Leisure'. BC, 25 February 1901, p. 3. 
^ Rojek, Decentring Leisure, p. 184. 
'^ Queensland Christian Witness and Methodist Journal, 1 July 1889, p. 1 (hereafter, QCWMJ), 
OMFS/8/l/5(a), Methodist Church of Australasia, Queensland Conference. JOL. 
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'conunandment' of which insisted, "I will never let play serve as the end of existence, 
but always it shall be used to make me a better workman and a richer soul."^^ 
While it can be argued that a number of contributions in the field of Australian, and to a 
much lesser extent, Queensland social and cultural history have encompassed aspects of 
marginalised leisure, there is a dearth of such studies in the field of leisure studies 
'proper' Again, Lynch and Veal describe this scenario cogently: 
Australian writers and researchers have, by and large, moved down a pathway 
defined by the boundaries of conventional morality, leaving the margins of this 
morality, and beyond, unexamined. The conventional morality suggested by this 
body of work is one which privileges: individual pleasure; legal activity; family 
values; health and exercise; competition in sport; mass participation; 
egalitarianism; heterosexuality (implicit); safety; non-work activities and; 
individual, social and economic development.^' 
By constructing a history, albeit an overview, of unconventional and 'immoral' leisure 
practices - termed 'deviant' and 'semi-deviant' recreation - in Brisbane in chapter one, 
at perhaps the height of emphasis on "Victorian values", and in delineating in the 
remaining chapters reactions to this moral problematic, this dissertation makes a 
contribution to scholarship in the broad field of Australian leisure studies, and in the 
sub-field of studies in 'deviant' leisure.''* 
Certainly, proponents of rational recreation, which can be considered as the provision 
of "wholesome amusement", regarded their efforts as combating 'deviant' leisure, 
especially those temptations to immorality and "pleasures" so "fascinating, 
intoxicating" that "... numbers fall under the fatal spell of their power" in the modem 
Queensland Young Man, 14 Febniary 1914, p. 15 (hereafter, QYM)- The QYM was a monthly journal 
published by the YMCA of Queensland, which superseded the Young Man's Magazine in 1905 
(hereafter, YMM). 
Lynch and Veal, Australian Leisure, p. 293. 
'Deviance' is a culturally and socially constituted and historically conditioned phenomenon. I do not 
use the term in a normative sense but rather as descriptive of those leisure pursuits perceived by the 
moral reform movement to lie outside the parameters of conventional bourgeois moral codes. See 
Stanley Cohen, (ed.). Images of Deviance, Harmondsworth, Penguin, 1971. For a probing discussion of 
"Victorian values" see James Walvin, Victorian Values, Athens, University of Georgia Press, 1988. 
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metropolis.^^ On the 'positive' side they propounded a view of the 'rational' use of 
leisure as profoundly coded in the species being: 
Recreation is but the practical use of an animal instinct. The humour of frolic is 
not by any means an exclusively human faculty; rational recreation, enjoyment 
reduced to system and regulated by precise order, with the spirit of emulation and 
the stimulus of prizes, is essentially human. It would be deprecated only by a 
misanthrope and condemned only by an ascetic.'*" 
Or as the Courier succinctly put it in an edition of December 1897, "Recreation 
involves a purpose. Amusement means abandon." Despite the marginalisation of leisure 
and recreation in Victorian and Edwardian social thought, advocates of rational 
recreation imbued purposeful, rational leisure activities as capable not only of negating 
social and moral 'problems' engendered by 'deviant' and 'semi-deviant' leisure 
pursuits, but also of playing a part in the development of social citizenship. 
Proponents of rational recreation were confident that their institutional programmes for 
'character development' would develop the quality of intellect, spiritual and moral fibre 
and physical health expected of the 'ideal' citizen (actual or potential) in modem 
Australian democratic conditions.'*' Moreover, the local rational recreation movement 
was imbued with considerable importance by those who feared for Queensland's 
capacity to fiinction optimally in the global "competitive struggle" for national survival 
and "advancement" Reginald Heber Roe, "muscular Christian" and redoubtable 
headmaster of Brisbane Grammar School from 1876 and Inspector General of State 
Schools after 1909, was an ardent supporter of rational recreation.'*^ 
'^j2CWMy, 1 Julyl889,p. 1. 
"" Week, 23 March 1889, p. 18. 
"" See for instance, EO, 2 March 1888, p. 7; Queensland Parliamentary Debates (hereafter, QPD), vol. 
Ivii, 1889, p. 750; BC, 7 May 1914, p. 10. 
*^  Reginald Roe was a brilliant educationalist and educational administrator, as revealed during his tenure 
as headmaster at the Brisbane Grammar School and as the Inspector General in the Department of Public 
Instruction. For analyses of his life and career see, Joan Priest, From Balliol College to Brisbane 
Grammar: Reginald Roe, headmaster BGS 1876-1909, Brisbane, Charles Roe, 1993; Rupert Goodman, 
Secondary Education in Queensland, 1860-1960, Canberra, Australian National University Press, 1968, 
pp. 207-229; Pamela Bamett, 'The Eton of Australia: The development of Brisbane Grammar School, 
1868-1900', in Greg Logan and Tom Watson, (eds). Soldiers of the Service: Some early Queenslarul 
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In his 1912 annual report to the Secretary for Public Instruction his views were made 
clear: 
Voluntary associations for sports, for mental and moral improvement, for 
philanthropy, for industry and commerce, all give incidentally a valuable training 
in self-denial, subordination, co-operation, and other civic virtues; so will 
national service in our army and navy. Character is even more important than 
knowledge for a people's welfare; and if the school systems of a State are to bear 
their full fhiit they must not only be supported by the sympathy of parents and 
Legislature, but supplemented unceasingly by the co-operation of all these non-
scholastic forces which play so important a part in the development of national 
character. The moral education of the people belongs not only to its schools or to 
its churches, but it is equally the work of every man and woman that can help, 
with maturing powers, to stimulate, form, and elevate public opinion and public 
life.''' 
Certainly, advocates of rational recreation programmes believed that citizen training in 
the form of physical, spiritual, moral and intellectual pursuits undertaken in leisure 
hours by workers and their progeny would cement rather than destabilise plebeian 
loyalty to the prevailing economic and political stractures. Conservative Member of the 
Legislative Assembly (MLA) for North Brisbane, Thomas Macdonald-Paterson, 
considered the enhanced leisure opportunities of the late nineteenth century as: 
... productive of considerable culture among the wage earners. It gave them more 
time to read, and during the last decade they had developed a superior quality of 
mind and character, leading also to a stronger feeling of attachment to her Majesty 
the Queen and in the present form of government.'*'* 
The construction of the citizen held a "special status" in the late Victorian and 
Edwardian period among the intelligentsia wedded to the prospects of "Progressive 
educators and their schools, Brisbane, History of Queensland Education Society, 1992, pp. 155-165- E 
Clarke, ''R.o&,^Qmd\A¥i&hQx{\%50-\92(>y, Australian Dictionary of Biography, vol. 11, 1891-1939 
Melboume, Melboume University Press, 1988, pp. 437-439 (hereafter, ADB). 
'Thirty-Seventh Report of the Secretary for Public Instruction for the Year 1912', Queensland 
Parliamentary Papers (hereafter, QPP), vol. 2, 1913, pp. 1372-73. 
" " 5 ^ 2 May 1899, p. 6. 
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Liberalism" or the "New Liberalism" '*^  With its stress on the social aspects of 
citizenship this popular political creed envisaged society as grounded in inter-class 
solidarity giving rise to "... a form of social organisation stressing harmony, duty, 
service, self-realisation, rationality, and morally good behaviour."'*^ Tapping into this 
theme for example was Luther Halsey Gulick, President of the Playground Association 
of America, who proposed that children's play and recreation lay the basis for effective 
future participation in modem liberal democracy.'*' 
The perception, broadly-held by the rational recreation movement that the 'lower 
orders' in Brisbane, despite its adult component having attained political citizenship by 
1905, remained socially and morally immature. This was manifested in a variety of 
ways with 'ill-chosen' leisure pursuits among the foremost. With a leadership 
predominantly derived from the philanthropically inclined section of Brisbane's upper 
middle class and elite, attached to the core normative values of self-control, thrift, 
diligence and hard work, the rational recreation movement sought to inculcate these 
values systematically via programmes of social engineering through purposeful and 
edifying recreation. Instruction in "self control", for example, was a paramount 
educative aim of the movement. Indeed, for the Reverend Douglas Pike, "self-control" 
constituted "one of the great works of life", its essence being: 
Mastery over the Body and its passions, control over the Mind and its thoughts, 
governance over the Tongue and its words, authority upon the Heart and its 
affections, check over the Will and its decisions... 
The reformation of manners, identified compellingly by the eminent sociologist, the 
late Norbert Elias, as a key aspect of the "civilising process" was another major 
*^ Gregory Melleuish, Cultural Liberalism in Australia: A study in intellectual and cultural history, 
Cambridge, Cambridge University press, 1995; Stuart Maclntyre, A Colonial Liberalism: The lost world 
of three Victorian visioruiries, Melboume, Oxford University Press, 1991. 
''* Harry Hendrick, Images of Youth: Age, class, and the male youth problem, 1880-1920, Oxford, 
Clarendon Press, 1990, pp. 234-238. 
*' Luther Halsey Gulick, 'Play and Democracy' Charities and the Commons, vol. 18, 3 August 1907, pp. 
481-486. 
"* QYM, 27 April 1909, pp. 1-2. 
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objective of the movement. Through participation in institutions of rational recreation 
conscience formation at the level of the super ego was to be effected through expanding 
its function in internalising 'bourgeois moral codes' and standards, and in regulating 
behaviour established historically by "principal standard-setting" groups, a role 
assumed largely in the period 1880 to 1914 by the forces of Victorian and Edwardian 
'respectability' based overwhelmingly in Brisbane's evangelical Protestant churches.'*^ 
Proponents of rational recreation also contended that their programmes offered an 
antidote to the "feminisation" of westem societies, a process believed to be stripping 
male virility to the core.^ ° Certainly, the organised male uniformed youth movements 
discussed in chapter four were presented to the public as bastions of physical courage, 
honour and masculine values - all of which were considered indicative of moral and 
masculine rectitude. 
Moral development through character building is discussed in relation to youth, 
primarily males, in chapter three also. The establishment of Gordon Clubs and the 
diffusion of the 'muscular Christian' ethos and values of amateurism in organised 
sports are discussed as vehicles for promoting rational recreation through appeal to 
competition and physical prowess among Brisbane's boys and young men. The 
dissertation does not aim to provide an exegesis of the rise of organised sport in 
*' Eric Dunning, 'The Figurational Approach to Leisure and Sport', in Chris Rojek, (ed.). Leisure for 
Leisure: Critical essays, London, Macmillan, 1989, pp. 36-52, pp. 42-47. While Elias's pioneering 
approach to human figurations has influenced my thinking at a number of levels, the "civilising process" 
- a fascinating and beguiling historical-sociological concept - is most informative when applied across 
European historical epochs, making it of limited use for the attenuated period of time considered in this 
dissertation. The notion of the "civilising process" as a movement for the reformation of manners, 
including the "gentler' and more 'rational' conduct of interpersonal and inter-group interactions is 
relevant to the analysis propounded here however. Norbert Elias, The Civilising Process: Sociogenetic 
and psychogenetic investigations, Oxford, Blackwell Publishers, 2000, translated by Edmund Jebpcott 
with some notes and corrections by the author and edited by Eric Dunning, Johan Goudsblom and 
Stephen Mennell; Norbert Elias and Eric Dunning, (eds). The Quest for Excitement: Sport and leisure in 
the civilising process, Oxford, Blackwell, 1986. 
°^ RW Connell, Masculinities, St Leonards, Allen & Unwin, 1995, pp. 183-203; Clive Moore, 'Colonial 
Manhood and Masculinities', in Clive Moore and Kay Saunders, (guest eds), Australian Masculinities, 
Journal of Australian Studies, no. 56, 1998, pp. 35-50; Martin Crotty, Making the Australian Male: 
Middle-class masculinity 1870-1920, Melboume, Melboume University Press, 2001. For an excellent 
appraisal of the "feminisation" phenomenon in the United States of America, but with very strong 
parallels in Australia see Ann Douglas, The Feminization of American Culture, New York, Anchor, 
1988. 
xxn 
Introduction 
Queensland, nor its diffusion and consolidation in the period. Rather, an attempt is 
made to locate them as a strand in the web of late Victorian and Edwardian 
'conservative' ideology that viewed participation in sports as instmmental to personal 
and social development - especially for young males.^ ^ 
The rational recreation movement, drawing heavily on the broad moral reform 
movement for personnel and inspiration, had a leadership tending to emanate from the 
evangelical philanthropic section of the middle classes and elite, comprising a raft of 
'moral entrepreneurs' - often women - invariably based in one or other of the 
Protestant churches.^^ Compared even to the southern colonies/ states it was observable 
that there was a relatively small base from which the moral reform and rational 
recreation movements drew activists.^ ^ Spurred by the chasm opening up between the 
'lower' and 'middling' orders in Brisbane, with the alienation of the "working classes" 
from the churches considered profound, evangelical church leaders and laity sought 
methods and means to establish or renew links with the day-to-day lives of the 
"people" '^* On this Joseph Cook, lecturing on 'The Temptations of Men in Cities', 
'^ For the best recent overview of the rise and consolidation of organised sports in Australia see 
Cashman, Paradise of Sport. Brian Stoddart in his seminal monograph, Saturday Afternoon Fever, offers 
an excellent overview of the most deployed theoretical schemas in the field of sports studies, 
internationally and in Australia. While published in 1986 his theoretical survey still remains very useful 
for the present generation of students of sports in Australia. Brian Stoddart, Saturday Afternoon Fever: 
Sport in the Australian culture. North Ryde, Angus and Robertson, 1986. 
^^  Anthea Hyslop, 'Agents and Objects: Women and social reform in Melboume 1900 to 1914', in 
Margaret Bevege, Margaret James and Carmel Shute, (eds). Worth Her Salt: Women at work in 
Australia, Sydney Hale and Iremonger, 1982, pp. 230-243; Carol Baachi, 'Evolution, Eugenics and 
Women: The impact of scientific theories on attitudes towards women, 1870-1920', in Elizabeth 
Windschuttle, (ed.), Women, Class and History: Feminist perspectives on Australia 1788-1978, 
Melboume, Fontana/CoUins, 1980, pp. 132-156, p. 134; Elizabeth Windschuttle, '"Feeding the Poor and 
Sapping their Strength": The public role of ruling class women in eastern Australia, 1788-1850', in 
Windschuttle, (ed.). Women, Class and History, pp. 53-74; Beverley Kingston, 'Faith and Fetes: Women 
and history of the Churches in Austraha', in Sabine Willis, (ed.). Women, Faith & Fetes: Essays in the 
history of women and the Church in Australia, Melboume, Dove Communications, 1977, pp. 20-27; 
Ruth Teale, 'Matron, Maid and missionary: The work of Anglican women in Australia', in Willis, (ed.), 
Women, Faith & Fetes, pp. 117-128; Jan Brazier, 'The COS and the Charitable Impulse in Brisbane 1900 
to 1924', BA Hons thesis. Department of History, University of Queensland, 1974; Kay Ferres, 'A 
Practised Place: Sex and citizenship, Brisbane 1850-1890', Culture and Policy, vol. 4, 1992, pp. 97-109. 
^^  Fitzgerald, A History of Queensland, p. 305. 
^ Keith Rayner, 'The History of the Church of England in Queensland', PhD thesis. Department of 
History, University of Queensland, 1962, p. 369. 
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argued in 1882, for instance, that working men despise "... the very shadow of a church 
steeple."^^ 
Ten years later a survey conducted by the City Mission reported that"... quite one-half 
of the population of Brisbane did not belong to any Church."^^ Evangelicalism in 
Brisbane, and indeed throughout Australia, was less militant than that emerging from a 
succession of potent revivals that swept the United Kingdom and United States of 
America more especially fi-om the late eighteenth century.^'' It was, however, the "... 
majority faith of active Christians" in the period 1850-1914, and typified by a confident 
liberalism.^ * Although not possible to quantify accurately, many of the 'moral 
entrepreneurs' who established and fostered the instimtions of rational recreation in 
Brisbane during the late Victorian and Edwardian years were informed by hybrid 
theories of personal and social development. These theories recognised structural 
causes of social 'problems', advocating social renewal and regeneration of the individual 
as remedies for personal and social ills. ^ 
" e £ 5 , 29 July 1882, p. 51. 
'* The Roman Catholic Church was probably an exception. Roger C Thompson, Religion in Australia: A 
history, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1994, p. 25; Alec R Vidler, The Church in an Age of 
Revolution: 1789 to the present day, Harmondsworth, Penguin, 1990 rpt, p. 112; Walter Phillips, 'The 
Social Composition of the Religious Denominations in Late Nineteenth Century Australia', Church 
Heritage, vol. 4, no. 2 September 1985, pp. 77-94, pp. 77, 88; Margaret Low, 'Relations Between the 
Churches and Labour from 1885 to 1895', BA Hons thesis. Department of History, University of 
Queensland, 1963, pp. 60-64; EO, 20 August 1892, p. 4. Renate Howe is less sure on the class basis of 
Australian religious groups, urging circumspection in pronouncing on the subject in the absence of greater 
research. Renate Howe, 'A Reappraisal of the Relationship Between tiie Churches and the Working 
Classes, 1880-1910', Uniting Church Historical Society Lecture, Synod of Victoria, October 1989, pp. 1-
8. 
Stuart Piggin, Evangelical Christianity in Australia: Spirit, word and world, Oxford, Oxford 
University Press, 1996; Ian Breward, A History of the Australian Churches, New Soutii Wales, Allen and 
Unwin, 1993, p. 7. 
Hilary M Carey, Believing in Australia: A cultural history of religions. New South Wales, Allen and 
Unwin, 1996, pp. 10, 87-88; Stuart Piggin, 'The Role of Baptists in the History of Australian 
Evangelicalism with special reference to Principal Morling', Lucas: An evangelical history review, no. 
11, April 1991, pp. 5-27, p. 5. In contrast, Piggin argues fliat in die period 1914-1959 Australian 
evangelicalism became more revivalist, conservative, fundamentalist and pietistic in orientation. 
^' Phillips, 'The Social Composition of the Religious Denominations', p. 89. 
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Inner-City Brisbane 
Source: Anon., The Brisbane Centenary Official Historical Souvenir, 
Brisbane, Watson, Ferguson and Co., 1924. 
Introduction 
A scholar of Christian evangelicalism, Kathleen Heasman, relates the origin of the 
evangelical mission in the belief "... that the essential part of the Gospel consists in 
salvation by faith through the atoning death of Christ."^" This tenet underlay 
evangelical activism in the field of voluntary charity work from the discovery in the 
mid-eighteenth century of "vital religion" By the mid-nineteenth century performance 
of "good works" was evinced as proof of "tme conversion", and stress "individual 
salvation" was ceding slowly to more conununity-based social work.^' Such activism 
was motivated by a complex matrix of considerations such as the 'new' emphasis in the 
embryonic social sciences on stmcturally situated poverty and social need, moral 
conservatism, the "... desire for publicity and power" and the gaining of "cultural 
capital" on the part of (usually volunteer) evangelical social workers (and perhaps even 
a sense of guilt at iniquitous living conditions).^^ 
Whatever the motivating factors, it is evident that the leadership of the rational 
recreation movement, and the majority of volunteer workers involved in the activities 
sponsored, emerged from the evangelical middle classes and elite. Given that the 
dynamic for moral reform through recreation issued from this body of recreational 
philanthropists, and that the primary target was the "working classes", social class has 
been adopted as a salient explanatory tool in the narrative. Arising within the urban 
social stmcture of Brisbane since its establishment as a free settlement in 1842, social 
classes grew in complexity from the 1860s with the diversification of the urban 
economy. As a consequence, multifarious occupations and occupational strata were 
*" Kathleen Heasman, Evangelicals in Action: An appraisal of their social work in the Victorian era, 
London, Geoffrey Bles, 1962, p. 15. 
*' Ian Bradley, The Call to Seriousness: The evangelical impact on the Victorians, London, Jonathan 
Cape, 1976, pp. 15-22. The social work complex in Australia mirrored developments in the United States 
of America and the United Kingdom between the 1880s and 1914. For an excellent introduction to the 
rise of the social work profession and its adherence to differing approaches ranging from the more 
conservative social casework perspective to group work and community work. Kathleen Woodroofe, 
From Charity to Social Work in England and the United States, London, Routiedge and Kegan Paul, 
1962. 
*^  Avant political and social philosophies of the period like social liberalism, progressive liberalism, the 
Social Gospel and Christian Socialism were influential among layers of the liberal clergy and laity. 
Heasman, Evangelicals in Action, pp. 10, 15-16. For the concept of "cultural capital" see Pierre 
Bourdieu, Distinction: A social critique of the judgement of taste, Cambridge, Massachusetts, Harvard 
University Press, 1984, translated by Richard Nice. 
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generated clustering sociologically into social classes, defined analytically by their 
relationship to the means of production. 63 
The utilisation of social class as a means to understand in large part the dynamics of the 
rational recreation movement has been less due to the importation of a neo-Marxist 
perspective into the dissertation (although this has influenced my thinking greatly) than 
to the significance of the discourse of class in the "paramount reality" affecting the 
"multiple life-worlds" of individuals and other social groups in the realm of leisure and 
recreation in colonial and early post-colonial Brisbane. Indeed, the contemporary belief 
in social class as a cmcial force for motivating social action in the period has led to my 
eschewing the declasse approach to the subject matter modish currently in leisure 
studies.^ However, the fundamental importance of social class analysis as an 
overarching explanatory tool for understanding the strategies of the rational recreation 
movement in Brisbane should not detract from the salience of descriptors, such as 
social status and gender in particular, as elements in the formation of leisure identities. 
In the case of status differentiation for instance, while it was less observed in the 
antipodes, or, as the Courier avers, "... society in Australia is not graded into so many 
divisions as in the old world, so that conventions are less noticeable", it behoves that 
Thorpe, "A Social History of Colonial Queensland', Colonial Queensland, 'Social Structure, Social 
Conditions, and Social Relations, pp. 133-183. Thorpe's article, 'Class and Politics in Recent Queensland 
Historiography', published in vol. 3, no. 1, pp. 19-29 of the Australian Journal of Politics and History in 
1987 remains the most cogent and sophisticated appreciation of social class as a major constituent of 
social action in Queensland's historical development; DP Crook, 'Occupations of the People of Brisbane: 
An aspect of urban society in the 1880s', Historical Studies, vol. 10, no. 37, November 1961, pp. 50-64. 
Ronald Lawson deploys the notion of a "status continuum'' as defining social relations in Brisbane in the 
1890s (and, one gathers, in the previous and succeeding decades). His wide-ranging analysis, presented 
in a series of articles, his doctoral dissertation of 1970 and the monograph based on the dissertation 
published three years later, remains compulsory reading for the student of Queensland, and Austi-alian, 
urban history. However, Thorpe's trenchant criticism of his using the concept of social status too 
simplistically and in an 'over-determined' manner is compelling, if perhaps a littie too dismissive of the 
concept as a motivating force for social and moral action in the period. Lawson, "An Analysis of 
Brisbane Society in the 1890s', Brisbane in the 1890s, 'Class or Status? - The social structure of 
Brisbane in the 1890s', Australian Journal of Politics and History, vol. 18, no. 3, December 1972 DO 
344-359. ' ^^' 
Stanley Cohen and Laurie Taylor, Escape Attempts: The theory and practice of resistance to everyday 
life, London, Routiedge, 1992 edn, p. 97. Doyen of international leisure theorists, Professor Chris Rojek, 
discusses this declasse trend in his Decentring Leisure, passim. 
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recognition of social status as a contributor to social action and discourse is 
registered.^^ At the risk of over-simplifying matters, I refer throughout this narrative to 
the underclass, working class, lower middle class and middle and upper classes, or elite, 
less as static descriptive strata than as dynamic, interacting entities within the 
metropolis's social strucmre. 
It should be noted, however, that colonial and post-colonial Australia did not produce a 
"leisure class" such as that which emerged in the United States of America, so 
effectively described and pilloried by social critic Thorstein Veblen.^ ^ The strata 
mentioned above also operated from interest bases potentially generative of inter and 
intra-group relations of conflict and/ or consensus. However, while duly recognising 
that classes cohered around sets of common interests, it would be erroneous to impute 
dominance to such interests - in either abstract or concrete senses - in the "multiple 
life-worlds" of Brisbanites of all classes. 
Essentially, although I contend that, based on the evidence garnered from an array of 
contemporary source materials, social class was a vital category in organising the 
discourse of rational recreation in the period under consideration, it is not argued that 
other vital elements of identity formation, such as gender, generation, and creed were 
unimportant or subsidiary in influencing leisure 'choice' or involvement in the rational 
recreation movement at any given moment. Rather, the evidence suggests that/or 
rational recreationists of the time, class as an explanatory medium for behaviour 
tended to subsume generation and gender - with perhaps the exception of the 
masculinist emphasis evident within the rational recreation movement. 
Another contribution made through this dissertation is the consideration of the genesis 
of youth work in Queensland. What had begun in the 1880s as an ad hoc assemblage of 
** BC, 22 December 1900, p. 4. On the role of social status in Australian social relations during the 
period see, REN Twopeny, Town Life in Australia, London, Elliot Stock, 1883, p. 107. 
** Thorstein Veblen, The Theory of the Leisure Class: An economic study of institutions. New York, New 
American Library, 1953, with an introduction by C Wright Mills. 
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evangelical workers concerned about the 'welfare' of the city's youth had, by the onset of 
World War One, become a recognisable body of professional and semi-professional youth 
'experts' claiming their own special knowledge for dealing with the 'youth problem' 
perceived prevalent in late Victorian and Edwardian Brisbane, as discussed in chapter one. 
The 'common-sense' approaches of founders of youth organisations such as George 
Williams' YMCA and William Smith's Boys' Brigade was, by the end of the nineteenth 
century, in the process of yielding to the 'scientific' analyses of youth propounded by 
specialists such as eminent North American child developmental psychologist, G Stanley 
Hall. Freelance writer on Australian youth affairs, Suzi Quixley, identifies in the late 
nineteenth century the rise of 'welfare services' for youth, administered under regimes 
of "care and control" and "care and protection" of children and youth, accompanied 
simultaneously, and relatedly, by the emergence of youth 'recreation services' - a 
phenomenon that may be described as 'recreational welfare', the latter having received 
scant attention from historians and sociologists interested in exploring Australian 
welfarism.^ ^ 
Both services were fostered in the main by 'reformers' from middle and upper class 
backgrounds, and had as their target strata of working class youth deemed 
'unrespectable' ^^  'Recreational' youth services emerged as a branch of the 'child-
saving' movement that was heavily skewed towards the involvement of the voluntary 
agencies, with minimal State intervention during the period under consideration in this 
dissertation.^^ Indeed, prior to the 1970s federal and colonial/ state governments 
Q ? " ^ ^^^^^y' ^o ^f'^i'^ty There: A short history of welfare in Australia, Sydney, Allen & Unwin, 
1987; Stephen Garton, Out of Luck: Poor Australians and social welfare 1788-1988, Sydney Allen'& 
Unwm, 1990; Richard Kennedy, Australian Welfare: Critical essays, Melboume, Macmillan! 1982-
Robert Van Krieken, Children and the State: Social control and the formation of Australian child ' 
welfare. North Sydney, Allen & Unwin, 1991. 
Suzi Quixley, 'From Recreation to Welfare: Where to now?'. Transitions, vol. 1, no. 8 1992 nn 8 19 
pp. 8-9. ^-'^^, ^fy. o i^, 
GM Schofield, 'An Overview of the Methods of State Child Care in Queensland 1864-1965' BSocWk 
thesis. University of Queensland, 1971; L Goldman, 'Child Welfare in Nineteenth Century Queensland 
1865-1911', MQual diesis. Department of History, University of Queensland, 1978; B Jamison 
Histoncal Overview of Children in Queensland', Commission of Inquiry into Abuse of Children in 
Queensland Institutions, Brisbane, Queensland Government, May 1999, pp. 31-48. 
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provided only relatively small-scale support for initiatives and programmes relating to 
leisure, recreation and sports.^" 
Subtly, and not so subtly at times, influencing the Brisbane's rational recreation 
movement was the tension flowing from the interface of discourses (and practices) 
based on 'rational', ordered and 'knowable' patterns of social intercourse and those 
seemingly predicated upon 'irrationality', disorder and the contingent - a place where 
"... flux, motion and ceaseless movement are seen... as immutable features of modem 
life."^* Operating as a "field of force" the friction existing between these two 
competing discourses informs what Chris Rojek describes as the concept of modernity, 
which dates back beyond the early writings of social critics such as Karl Marx and 
hterary and cultural outcasts like Charles Baudelaire.^^ For Rojek, the "... the vision of 
the orderly, law-bound and secure world which bourgeois philosophy endorsed ceased 
to be tenable" by the late nineteenth century. '^' 
This vision or visions was ever-present in the urban metropolis of Brisbane in the 
decades prior to World War One, which witnessed the maturation of the economic and 
social structures of the capital creating the conditions for the thinking that viewed social 
and moral reform as a weapon in the armoury of societal 'progress' - based on order, 
regularity and rationality - in mortal combat with the forces of mayhem, disorder and 
irrationality, borne in the main by the subaltern strata. 
In essence, the rational recreation movement sought to 'provide' to these strata leisure 
filled with reason, order and purpose, which more broadly represented a victory for 
™ Parker and Paddick, Leisure in Australia, p. 93. 
71 Chris Rojek, Decentring Leisure, pp. 5-6. 
^^  Charles Baudelaire, Les Fleurs du Mai, Paris, Calmann-Levy, 1868; David McLellan, Karl Marx: His 
life and thought, London, Macmillan, 1973; Rojek, Decentring Leisure, pp. 12-104. Rojek also draws on 
the seminal works on the subject of modernity of Berman and Sayer. Marshall Berman, All that is Solid 
Melts into Air: The experience of modernity, London, Verso, 1983; Derek Sayer, Capitalism and 
Modernity: An excursus on Marx and Weber, London, Routiedge, 1991. 
" Chris Rojek, 'Leisure and "The Ruins of the Bourgeois World'", in Rojek, (ed.). Leisure for Leisure, 
pp. 92-112, p. 103. 
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reason over passion and sensory gratification, thus moving their leisure world closer to 
the cosmology of bourgeois respectability during this time and after.^ '* Purposeful and 
instrumental recreation thus became part of that unilinear 'march of progress' espoused 
by a wide array of social groups ranging from employers to the leadership of the labour 
movement.^ ^ Indeed, for some commentators, such as William Traill, 'progress' was 
the manifest destiny of Queensland.^ ^ Even at the onset of a severe economic 
depression in the early 1890s the belief in unlimited progress and stability was difficult 
to shake. For example, in 1891 the Brisbane Chamber of Commerce related in sanguine 
prose: 
Untold wealth abounds in this colony on every side. A vast area of fertile lands 
awaits willing hands to convert it into a smiling paradise. We can produce with 
littie effort all the fruits grown in tropical, semi-tropical, and temperate climates, 
and on our higher lands we can grow fruits of the cold climate. We can grow an 
abundancy [sic] of the world's requirements in agricultural products, and grow 
quantity and quality. Resources abound on every side which only demand man's 
labour for their ample realisation.^' 
Appearing in the local media at the turn of the century were retrospectives on the 
nineteenth cenmry. The hegemonic view was that (white) Queenslanders were 
beneficiaries of the economic development of the colony, which underpinned other 
progressive developments in the social, cultural and political spheres.'^ The original 
Indigenous occupants of the region in which the city was located had tragically 
become, by the 1880s, a remnant in their own country having suffered decades of 
dispossession and concomitant social disintegration. Historian, Ross Fitzgerald, avers 
that by the time of Separation in 1859 the Brisbane Aboriginal tribes had been rendered 
a remnant, and "Most survivors dwelt on the outskirts of the capital, reduced to 
Peter Gay, The Cultivation of Hatred: The bourgeois experience, Victoria to Freud, vol. 3, Oxford, 
Oxford University Press, 1984, p. 495. 
" Worker, 15 December 1900, p. 3. 
Traill, 'Historical Sketch', in Garran, (ed.). Picturesque Atlas of Australasia, pp. 313-409. 
Brisbane Chamber of Commerce, Annual Report, 1891, p. 15. JOL. 
'* See for example, 'The Progress of Queensland', Progress, 21 May 1901, pp. 13-18. 
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dmnkenness and larceny."^' And in the late 1870s James Inglis, a visitor to Brisbane, 
observed, "Here and there you meet a miserable party of aborigines, hawking nuts or 
berries about the streets, content with food enough for the immediate cravings of 
hunger; lazy, degraded and vicious. What a contrast with the fine, hardy Anglo-Saxon 
settiers around."^" He could also have mentioned that aside from performing menial 
service for non-Indigenes, super-exploited Indigenous athletes feamred regularly in the 
professional pedestrian meets held in Brisbane, mainly the Sheffield Handicaps.** 
With little concem for the victims of 'progress', self-congratulation and a righteous 
belief in capitalism as 'the highest stage of civilisation* possible was generally the tenor 
of monographs devoted to describing the historical evolution of the region. This was 
certainly true of Queensland Government publications with titles like Our First Half-
Century: A review of Queensland progress, Queensland: The land of golden prospects, 
unparalleled progress and prosperity and Queensland: The land of health, wealth and 
happiness, the latter two being brochures issued by the Queensland Government 
Intelligence and Tourist Bureau.*^ However, constantly undermining this putative 
'march of progress' was, according to a Courier editorial, "...low ideals of life..."*' 
Numerous commentators from the moral reform movement bemoaned what they 
perceived as "... distressing malady [of] civilised society" *'* Reflecting perhaps on 
recent colonial industrial disputes and the rise of 'New Unionism' during the 1880s, the 
editor of the Queensland Christian Witness in 1890 declared: 
™ Fitzgerald, A History of Queensland, p. 205. For accounts of the destruction of the Indigenous Peoples 
of the Greater Brisbane region refer to Rod Fisher, (ed), Brisbane: The Aborigiruil presence 1824-1860, 
Brisbane History Group Papers No. 11, 1992, Brisbane, Brisbane History Group Inc., 1992. 
*° James Inglis, Our Australian Cousins, London, Macmillan and Co., 1880, p. 41. 
" Genevieve Claire Blades, 'Australian Aborigines, Cricket and Pedestrianism: Culture and conflict 
1880-1910', BHMS thesis. Department of Human Movement Studies, University of Queensland, 1985. 
*^  Queensland Government, Our First Half-Century: A review of Queensland progress, Brisbane, 
Anthony J Gumming, Government Printer, 1909. The other brochures appeared in the BC, 26 June 1914, 
pp. 19-20. Walter Tyrwhitt, an English observer who spent some time in Queensland in the early 1880s 
writing for an English audience states, "The colonials move much faster, and with more 'go' than 
ourselves; they are like the Americans, all for progress." Walter SS Tyrwhitt, The New Chum in the 
Queensland Bush, London, Simpkin, Marshall and Co., 1888, p. 207. 
" B C , 8 March 1906, p. 4. 
^^ QCWMJ, 1 October 1890, p. 1. 
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The body politic, or social organism, is tormented with a sense of pain and 
anxious unrest. There is a cry for the re-adjustment of relations. Member is 
grumbling against, or contending with member. Instead of harmony there is 
discord; instead of peace, strife. The disturbance is growing deeper and wider. *^  
Secular conunentary also focussed on the dangers posed to 'civilisation' by social 
division, with the conservative media, for example, charging "industrial warfare" with 
"disintegrating society" *^  
Manifestations of this 'disintegration' were, for the moral reform movement, present in 
plebeian leisure pursuits. The restlessness and constant requirement for adaptation in 
the face of mutating stimuli was a feature of the modem city as an "ever changing 
social space" and "showplace" of modernity observed by German sociologist, George 
Simmel. For example, the Reverends Brassington and Foggon, contended at the 
Eleventh Methodist Annual Conference in 1912 that: 
The spirit of the time presents a problem for the Church—complex and intensive. 
People of to-day are becoming tired of daily duty and what is termed monotony 
and high pressure. We are overdrawn, and over driven. Overdoing has become an 
epidemic. We overdo our work, our gifts, our pleasures, and some contend even 
our worship. We do everything except love too much. Quantity not quality is the 
all round ideal.** 
This shimmering frisson at the base of social relations, the social stmcmre and social 
action accompanying interactions - most pertinently in terms of this dissertation -
between classes, genders and generations in colonial and early post-federation Brisbane 
informs the analysis in each of its seven chapters. It should be emphasised that this 
work remains a survey of a selection of instimtions, rather than an exhaustive analysis. 
*^  QCWMJ, 1 October 1890, p. 1. For die New Unionism movement see Connell and Irving, Class 
Structure in Australian History; Buckley and Wheelwright, No Paradise for Workers. 
** BC, 9 March 1912, p. 4. 
87 
David Frisby, 'Simmel and Leisure', in Rojek, (ed.), Leisure for Leisure, pp. 75-91, p. 78. 
QO 
Methodist Church of Australasia, Minutes of the Eleventh Queensland Annual Conference, 1912 pp 
76-77, OMFS/1/1/1 (g), Metiiodist Church of Australasia, Queensland Conference. JOL. ' ' 
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As a consequence of limitations of space only a few institutions have been selected for 
consideration as exemplars of the rational recreation movement in fin-de-siecle and 
Edwardian Queensland. 
Historians of the politics of leisure, recreation and 'culture' in the future may well 
undertake detailed analyses of instimtions like the Queensland museum, the Arts and 
Crafts Movement, the Royal Queensland Art Society and the Royal Society of 
Queensland.*^ Further, although not considered within the text due to the constraints of 
space, but surely worthy of detailed historical investigation, is a raft of venues 
dedicated to bringing "wholesome amusement", either wholly or in part, to the 'lower 
orders'. An exhaustive listing of institutions of this type is not possible, but among the 
larger were the Salvation Army's Workmen s Metropole and People's Palace, Sailor's 
Missions and Institutes managed by the Anglican Church and the Women's Christian 
Temperance Union and the Playground and Recreation Association of Queensland. 
Campaigns such as that for the early closing of factories and shops, the eight hour day, 
the workers' "half-holiday", and for the extension of urban parklands - the "lungs of 
the city" - also qualify as rational recreation initiatives, even though they were not 
strictly speaking institutional.^" Previously in the introduction I discussed the objective 
'^ Glenn R Cooke, 'The Arts and Crafts Society of Brisbane: The founding years'. Craft Australia, no. 3, 
Spring 1986, pp. 73-77, 'The Arts and Crafts Society of Queensland, Part 2: Whatever happened to it?'. 
Craft Australia, no. 4, Spring 1986, pp. Ti-11; Keith Bradbury and Glenn R Cooke, Thorns arui Petals: 
lOOyears of the Royal Queensland Art Society, Brisbane, Royal Queensland Art Society, 1988; Margaret 
Maynard, 'Aspects of Taste: Exhibitions of art in Brisbane 1876-1887', John Oxley Journal, vol. 1, no. 
6, July/August 1980, pp. 16-29; Janet Hogan, 'Queensland Art Gallery in Historical Perspective', in 
Housing, Health, the River arui the Arts, Brisbane History Group Papers No. 3, Brisbane, Brisbane 
History Group, 1985, pp. 107-118; Elizabeth N Marks, 'A History of the Queensland Philosophical 
Society and the Royal Society of Queensland from 1859 to 1911', Proceedings of the Royal Society of 
Queensland for 1959, vol. 71,3 October 1960, pp. 17-42. 
90 For the Workmen's Metropole see BC, 9 March 1901, p. 14. The People's Palace, opened on 27 June 
1911, is a Brisbane icon receiving treatment in Anon., 'The People's Palace', The National Trust of 
Queensland Journal, vol. 4, no. 1, April 1980, pp. 13-14 and in Robert Sandall, The History of the 
Salvation Army, vol. 3 1883-1953: Social reform and welfare work, London, Thomas Nelson and Sons 
Ltd, 1955, pp. 272-273. For the Playground and Recreation Association of Queensland consult Jodi 
Frawley, 'Where the Children Play: Moral reform through children's playgrounds', in Lynette Finch and 
Chris McConville, (eds). Images of the Urban, Conference Proceedings, Sunshine Coast University 
College arui International Australian Studies Association 17-19 July 1997, Maroochydore, Sunshine 
Coast University College, 1997, pp. 19-23, Pauline Smith, The Playground and Recreation Association 
of Queensland, np, nd, Lesley M Williams, No Easy Path: The life and times of Lilian Violet Cooper, 
Brisbane, Amphion Press, 1991, pp. 44-77. Potted histories of individual playgrounds can be located 
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and content of chapter one, which provides the reader with the necessary context for an 
appreciation of those institutions of rational recreation that form the subject matter of 
chapters two through seven. 
These chapters look at various institutions, ranging from "mushroom clubs" - male 
working class social clubs campaigned against by the temperance lobby - and the 
Brisbane Workman's Club Pty Ltd, to youth clubs including sports clubs, uniformed 
youth movements in Queensland, comprising the Boys' Brigade, Boy Scouts, Cadets 
and the Working Boys' Brigade, young men's and women's instimtes and mumal 
improvement societies, the Young Men's Christian Association of Brisbane and the 
Brisbane Instimte of Social Service. The latter two being fascinating models of the 
institutional expression of rational recreation largely ignored by social historians of 
Queensland. These entities have been selected to encompass the impact of the rational 
recreation movement throughout the 'life cycle', an evolutionary concept of prime 
importance to modernist thought.^ * 
They were established essentially with charters to reform the manners of, and to 
'civilise', those among Brisbane's plebeian element believed reformable and open to 
the discourse of rational recreation. The specific institutions selected for consideration 
have been chosen for the insights they provide into the movement's overarching 
strategies of "moral regulation" and 'citizenship education through recreation' for 
within files compiled by the Cultural Heritage Branch of the Environmental Protection Agency, 
Queensland, for the Heritage Register kept under tiie Queensland Heritage Act of 1992. For a brief 
account of the broader Australian movement see Morrice Shaw, 'A Child's Garden of Delights: A 
comparison of two attitudes towards playgrounds in Australia from 1850-1900 and from 1900-1915', The 
Educational Magazine, vol. 37, no. 2,1980, pp. 2-9. The playground movement emanated in the United 
States of America and its rise, consolidation and development is discussed in Dominick Cavallo's 
seminal Muscles and Morals: Organized playgrounds and moral reform 1880-1920, Philadelphia, 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 1981. For the struggles aimed at reducing the working day in factories 
and shops in Queensland see Worker, 4 May 1912, p. 12, 1 May 1913, p. 6, 30 April 1914, p. 5,2 May 
1914, p. 9; Charles A Bemays, Queensland Politics During Sixty Years 1859-1919, Brisbane, 
Government Printer, 1919, pp. 467-491; Paul G Leggatt, 'Class and the Eight Hours Movement in 
Queensland 1855-1885', BA Hons thesis. Department of History, University of Queensland, 1983; Joe 
Harris, The Bitter Fight: A pictorial history of the Australian labor movement, St Lucia, University of 
Queensland Press, 1970; John Moran, March of Progress, Part 1: A history of the eight hours' demonstration 
in Brisbane (beginnings to 1900), Ashgrove, Preferential Publications, 1989. 
"' Rojek, Decentring Leisure, p. 172. 
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Introduction 
persons mainly of subaltern social position.^ ^ Concomitantly, the instimtions selected 
range in their focus from the age cohorts of childhood through those of adolescence, 
early adulthood and adulthood, permitting recognition of the rational recreation 
movement as totalising in generational terms. However, before proceeding to a 
consideration of these instimtions an analysis of the social and cultural contexts 
surrounding them is proffered, constituting chapter one of the dissertation. 
'^ Philip Corrigan and Derek Sayer, The Great Arch: English state formation as cultural revolution, 
Oxford, Blackwell, 1985. For a very interesting discussion of the politics and social history of moral 
regulation in Britain and the United States of America from the eighteenth century, which postulates the 
paramount role of the middle classes - whether holding institutional power or not - in defining and 
operating regimes of moral regulation see Alan Hunt, Governing Morals: A social history of moral 
regulation, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1999. 
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Chapter One Sex, Sin, Liquor and A Mug's Game: Contextualising the 
rational recreation movement in late Victorian and 
Edwardian Brisbane. 
In the latter years of Queen Victoria's reign, and during the first decade and-a-half of 
the twentieth cenmry, concems over putative high levels of immorality were expressed 
persistently, often in stentorian fashion, by Queensland's moral reform movement. 
However, our understanding of the colony/state's 'immoral underbelly' still remains 
slight. Unfortunately, limitations of space applying to this chapter (and indeed this 
dissertation) militate against any serious attempt to rectify such lacunae in our 
knowledge. Rather, the aim of this chapter is much more modest. Through constmcting 
the outlines of the interwoven histories of campaigns framing the activities of 
Brisbane's nebulous moral reform lobby in the Victorian and Edwardian period it is 
intended to convey the concems and anxieties informing the strategies of the moral 
reform movement, including the proponents of rational recreation, for combating 
'immorality' and stemming its 'deleterious effects' on the social order. 
While undoubtedly extremely complex phenomena it is perhaps not doing too much 
violence to the historical record to opine that these campaigns, the most prominent 
being long mnning struggles to restrict sexual license, gambling, alcohol consumption 
and Sabbath desecration, were in essence intended to arrest what this powerful, 
although at times amorphous, social grouping perceived to be the de-vitalisation and 
erosion of the moral fabric of the colony/ state. Activists and sympathisers attached to 
the constellation of moral reform organisations extant in the period, based 
predominantly within the evangeUcal sections of the Christian churches of the capital 
city, subscribed in the main to a 'Doomsday' view of the consequences flowing from 
what they judged to be moral decline on a national scale. They viewed, to varying 
degrees admittedly, the rapid dilution of the moral values of Queensland's plebeian 
urban dwellers in particular as a portent of the decline of the Australian 'nation' ^ ^ 
" Church Chronicle, 1 April 1908, p. 1 (hereafter, CQ 
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In turn, this internal decline was occasioning, in the popular Social Darwinist parlance 
of the time, an inability to survive in the external context of what was increasingly 
recognised at the time as a globalising economy, defined by ferocious economic and 
political competition between nation states and their colonies.^ '* Only the 'fittest' would 
prosper racially and a key notion circulating in the dominant classes of Westem 
metropolitan and their settler societies during this age of "High Imperialism" was that 
Christian morality formed the foundation for maintaining national and imperial 
survival. 
Rational Recreation and the "Survival of the Fittest" 
Indeed, its obverse - 'immorality' in all its guises - emerged as a potent symbol, 
represented through dmnkenness, gambling, sensuality and sexual experimentation, and 
secularism, of the malaise that moral reformers claimed Australians were wallowing in 
during the latter nineteenth and early twentieth cenmries. The "feminisation" of 
Australian social life, it was contended, was producing an attenuated mascuUnism or 
"manliness" The condition of urban life was making physical weaklings of males and 
poor mothers of females, leading to something of a crisis for the "intellecmal and social 
elite in the Westem world", given the manner that they "... eulogized the family and 
concomitantly woman's role within the family."^^ Indeed, the argument for the 
reduction of working hours for plebeian females of childbearing age was posited by 
social reformers and the labour movement as beneficial for ensuring racial fitness in 
their progeny.^ ^ 
94 
Woodruff D Smith, European Imperialism in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries, Chicago 
Nelson-Hall, 1982. ' 
Carol Baachi, 'Evolution, Eugenics and Women: The impact of scientific tiieories on attitudes towards 
women, 1870-1920', in Elizabeth Windschuttie, (ed.). Women, Class and History: Feminist perspectives 
on Australia 1788-1978, Melboume, Fontana/ Collins, 1980, pp. 132-156. 
'* QPD, vol. Ivii, 1889, p. 755. 
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The importance of this "progeny" to the strategies of the moral reform movement 
cannot be underestimated. Foremost historian of Australian childhood, Jan Kociumbas, 
claims that "Both the nation and the race were conceptualised as living, evolving 
organisms whose physical and mental health was linked to that of children who, 
themselves in a state of flux, were its most cmcial component."^^ Thus, the application 
of 'scientific' principle to child rearing practices and the interest maintained in child 
development and psychology in the latter nineteenth and early twentieth centuries can 
be viewed as a response to concems over the 'fitness for survival' of Australian 
children in an increasingly competitive world. 
Numerous proponents of the notion that physical fitness was essential to business 
success, drawn from sympathisers of both the labour movement and employer groups, 
claimed that shorter working hours and more leisure time spent in wholesome 
recreation would increase industrial efficiency and thus Social Darwinian 'fitness' '* 
Indeed, it is within this context that the emergent interest in, and propagation of, sports 
and other more mundane regimes for physical fitness, such as military drill, can be 
understood. The emphasis placed on physical exercise and sports by 'Britons' (of both 
hemispheres) was regarded by sections of educated opinion as reflecting "... the 
determination of the race to maintain its physical standard."^^ The YMCA journal, the 
Queensland Young Man, identified the problem: 
Modem conditions of living and of labor are responsible for a lack of organic 
vigor especially among the people in our cities. The tendency to physical 
degeneration is due principally to lack of muscular exercise involved in sedentary 
employments... In the hustle and bustle of the world to-day, the person not 
" Jan Kociumbas, Australian Childhood: A history, St Leonard's, Allen and Unwin, 1997, p. 131. 
'* Herbert Spencer, Education: Intellectual, moral arui physical, London, Williams and Northgate, 1870; 
Report with Minutes of Evidence taken before the Royal Commission appointed to Inquire into and 
Report upon the Conditions under which Work is done in the Shops, Factories, and Workshops in the 
Colony; together with proceedings of the Commission and Appendices, Queensland Votes and 
Proceedings (hereafter, QVP), vol. 2, 1891, p. 996, nos 766-767 (hereafter. Factories and Shops Inquiry 
Report, 1891). 
^ JW Slaughter, The Adolescent, London, Swan Sonnenschein and Co., 1911, with an introduction by JJ 
Findlay, p. 16; Worker, 28 April 1900, p. 3. 
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possessing a strong physique is unable to stand the pace of intense competition 
and is finally when yet young in years overcome by the many tasks of modem 
business.'°^ 
In a world obsessed with the 'survival of the fittest', the journal's editor claimed, 
organised sport served to improve one's chances of survival, because it proved integral 
to maintaining "... the stamina and character of Britons as a manly race all the world 
over."*°* Physical fitness and military preparedness were interlinked in this 'survival of 
the fittest' scenario, with the Courier for example, in the aftermath of the South African 
War of 1898-1902, calling for increased attention to the physical training of school 
pupils in Queensland in the interests of the "Physical Efficiency" of the nation and/or 
race, which had proven inadequate in the war against the Boers.'^^ 
Further, rational recreationists beUeved the city bred were "enervated" and rendered 
ineffectual due to the strains of residing and working within the metropolis: the home of 
the "sign economy" *°^  According to "An Austrahan", urban dwellers had succumbed 
to a potentially fatal dose of hedonism and materialism: writing: 
And what are the people doing? Too many are thinking only of themselves and 
amusement. Amusement—they load us with it—give it cheaper than the mother 
country at times, and we cry for it ever like babies for a toy... it is appalling to 
think of the gold amusement will have taken from Australia when this year 
ends.'°^ 
The lower strata of city dwellers, alienated and anomic, according to moral reformers, 
were, in the absence of Christian moral guidance, prey to the temptations constantiy 
emerging in the bustiing metropolis. Patriarchy and later patrism, was under challenge 
"" QYM, 1 May 1915, p. 11, 27 Febmary 1915, p. 3. 
'"' QYM, 1 March 1906, p. 2. 
'"^  BC, 15 October 1904, p. 4. See chapter four. 
'"^  Graeme Davison, 'The City-Bred Child and Urban Reform in Melboume 1900-1940', in Peter 
Williams, (ed.). Social Process and the City, Sydney, George Allen & Unwin, 1983, pp. 143-174, pp. 
143-144; Rojek, Decentring Leisure, pp. 10-11. 
"^ Courier Home Circle, 30 August 1911, p. 8 (hereafter, CHC). 
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through these decades as the impact of "first wave feminism" was felt first and 
primarily in Austrahan cities.'°^ Concomitantly, industrial conflict in Australia, 
including Queensland, became a feamre of the political, economic and culmrescapes of 
the period, culminating in the mthlessly suppressed Brisbane General Strike of 1912.*°^ 
The moral reform movement was united for the most part around the notion that 
national survival required moral reform and a restoration of harmony between the 
genders and classes in colonial and early post-colonial Queensland. However, this is not 
to deny differences existing within the broader movement, although it does not appear 
from the evidence accessed for this dissertation that the differences extant outweighed 
the similarities in philosophy and approach. Indeed, this finding for Queensland is 
corroborated in the work of Carol Baachi, who declares that during this period "New 
Liberalism" or "Progressive Liberalism" was the hegemonic social and political climate 
in Australia, which was unpropitious for eugenicist-determinist theories favouring 
instead environmental-based theories of personal development.*"' This was, of course, 
to have ramifications for the moral reform movement based overwhelmingly in the 
evangelical churches. 
FaUing behind in this stmggle of the 'survival of the fittest' meant then that the stakes 
were high indeed for the moral reform movement during the latter decades of Queen 
'°^ Spearritt, 'New Dawns' 
'"^  RJ Sullivan, 'The Maritime Strike, 1890', in D J Murphy, (ed.). The Big Strikes: Queensland 1889-
1965, St. Lucia, University of Queensland Press, 1983, pp. 65-79; RJ SulUvan and RA Sullivan, 'The 
London Dock Strike, die Jondaryan Strike and the Brisbane Bootmakers' Strike, 1889-1890', in Murphy 
(ed.). The Big Strikes, pp. 47-64; S Svenson, The Shearers' War: The Story of the 1891 Shearers'Strike, 
St. Lucia, University of Queensland Press, 1989, Industrial War: The great strikes, 1890-1894, 
Wollongong, RAM Press, 1995, The Sinews of War: Hard cash and the 1890 maritime strike, Sydney, 
University of New South Wales Press, 1995; JA Walker, Jondaryan Station: The relationship between 
pastoral capital and pastoral labour 1840-1890, St. Lucia, University of Queensland Press, 1988; 
Glenda Strachan, 'The Brisbane General Strike of 1912', BA Hons thesis. Department of History, 
University of Queensland, 1972; Connell and Irving, Class Structure in Australian History; Buckley and 
Wheelwright, No Paradise for Workers. 
'"^  CL Baachi, 'The Nature-Nurture Debate in Australia, 1900-1914', Historical Studies, vol. 19, no. 75, 
October 1980, pp. 199-212. For an excellent and succinct account to the introduction of eugenicist ideas 
into Australia see Baachi, 'Evolution, Eugenics and Women'. According to Baachi Australian eugenicists 
emerged in markedly lesser numbers than in England and the United States in this period, and the impact 
of eugenic thinking from these countries was limited prior to World War One. 
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Victoria's reign and in the long lead-up to the outbreak of the First World War in 1914. 
Indeed, it is perhaps not to over-exaggerate greatly to regard significant numbers of 
influential groups within Brisbane's moral reform movement as believing the 
movement's destiny to be that of national saviour, propounding a creed centred on a 
stringently enforced (by stamte if necessary) code of Christian 'morality' that would 
form the framework for a disciplined, productive, 'pure' white and, concomitantly, 
racially 'fit' nation capable of advancing its 'interests' as a constiment part of the 
greater British Empire, to which it was attached by the "crimson thread of kinship."*"* 
The perception that the vitality of the nation, including, of course, Queensland, was 
being drained into a cesspool of immorality and that Australians, again including 
Queenslanders, stood at the edge of the abyss of racial degeneration and supplantation 
by the "Asiatic Hordes" was widely held then within the moral reform movement and 
beyond.'"^ Indeed, in tiie years 1900 to 1920 according to one smdent of early post-
colonial Queensland, the broad society was "... characterised and determined by an 
over-riding preoccupation with the strength of the white Anglo-Saxon race and 
consequent socio-economic strength of the state and nation."**" This paranoid anxiety 
created by the possibility of impending national 'unfimess' and decline was a constant 
factor in the campaigns waged doggedly throughout the period investigated in this 
dissertation against the 'immoral evils' of sexual license, gambling, alcohol 
consumption and Sabbath desecration mentioned above. 
This is not to deny ideas, corroborative data and interests more specific than that of 
national survival also underlay and sustained these campaigns. Indeed, organisations 
established for protesting specifically the 'evils' of alcohol consumption, for example, 
were created in local contexts, usually in a Protestant evangelical environment. 
'°* Douglas Cole, 'The Crimson Thread of Kinship: Edinic ideas in Australia, 1870-1914', Historical 
Studies Australia and New Zealand, vol. 14, no. 56, April 1971, pp. 511-525. 
'"* Raymond Evans, Clive Moore, Kay Saunders and Bryan Jamison, 1901 Our Future's Past-
Documenting Australia's federation, Sydney, Pan Macmillan Australia, 1997, pp. 177-259. 
""Elliott, 'Children in Queensland ' 
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attracting a membership that did not necessarily become involved in anti-gambling 
activities or 'social purity' associations. However, as the population of the capital 
burgeoned in the late nineteenth cenmry it becomes increasingly evident that a moral 
reform movement, based in individual churches, denominational organisations and, at 
its height, crystallised in pan-denominational evangelical agencies, started to emerge as 
credible forces, consolidating in the early twentieth cenmry. Examples include the 
Council of Churches, which was formed in the mid-1890s or the Council for Public 
Morality, ushered into existence from mid-1910. 
So, the purpose of the following narrative is to provide the reader with an overview -
the first of its kind in Queensland historiography - of the moral reform movement in 
Brisbane and the issues motivating its activities and anxieties. In order to accomplish 
this task the major campaigns initiated by the movement will be considered as they 
developed in the late Victorian and Edwardian period. First, attention shall focus upon 
the campaign against sexual licentiousness occupying moral reformers constantly from 
the 1880s, followed by analysis of the campaigns against gambUng, Sabbath 
'desecration' and finally the liquor trade, all of which were prime motivators for the 
quest of Brisbane's advocates of rational recreation to provide alternatives to these 
nefarious pastimes through the provision of wholesome and edifying amusement. 
Combating sexual licentiousness 
It is undoubtedly the case that levels of crime, vice and 'immorality' in general, 
perceived or actual, did not reach the scale observed for Sydney and Melboume. 
However, it is incorrect to assume therefore that Brisbane's inner city districts were, 
despite the occasional example to the contrary, noted for their plebeian 'respectability' 
Local historian. Rod Fisher, for example, draws our attention to the "Frog's Hollow" 
section of the inner city in an interesting article published in 1988. His foray into the 
social and cultural history of Brisbane constimtes a welcome, if rare, contribution to the 
field of Queensland urban history, which is generally dominated by antiquarianism. 
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Fisher's conclusion that the district was a "den of iniquity" is persuasive, with 
compelling evidence presented accounting for its notorious ribald and violent image. 
While contemporary accounts of the this 'underclass playground' were on occasion 
undoubtedly exaggerated and sensationalised by the local media, I would contend that 
for historians interested in exploring the mentality of the predominantiy middle class 
moral reform movement this perception, accurate or otherwise, constimted an essential 
motivating factor or stimulus to action by activists within the movement.*** Further, 
considerable evidence exists confirming that in acmality the Brisbane of the late 
Victorian and Edwardian era did, in fact, possess districts heavily populated by the 
'rough' working class and 'underclass' - the "submerged tenth" - which were 
undoubtedly "dens of iniquity' if judged by the canons of bourgeois moral 
respectability.**^ 
Visitors to the city, and immigrants of social standing, also felt moved to pass comment 
upon the level of the town's morals. Some, such as Gilbert Parker, a visitor fi-om the 
United Kingdom, thought Brisbane compared favourably with Sydney and Melboume 
in terms of the absence of morally offensive street behaviour, noting the absence of 
"gutter toffs", "wharf rats" and the lack of public parading of vice in the city.**^ Other 
observers were less impressed, however. Reginald Roe, for example, told the famous 
visiting Fabian socialist, Sidney Webb, that in his estimation the morality of colonial 
boys in Brisbane was lower than that found in Britain.**'* While this was disputed in 
Rod Fisher, 'Old Frogs Hollow: Devoid of interest, or a den of iniquity', in Brisbane History Group, 
Brisbane in 1888: The historical perspective, Brisbane History Group Papers No. 8, Brisbane, Brisbane 
History Group, 1989, pp. 17-46. Walter Phillips, whose scholariy interests includes analysis of the moral 
reform movement based in the Australian churches, opines that temperance reformers traded in 
exaggeration in making tiieir arguments, drawing on statistical evidence supporting their claims and 
ignoring such evidence when it pointed to contradictory conclusions. Walter Phillips, Defending a 
"Christian Country": Churchmen and society in New South Wales in the 1880s and after, St Lucia, 
University of Queensland Press, 1981, p. 147. 
"^ Worker, 3 March 1906, p. 15. 
"^ Gilbert Parker, Round the Compass in Australia, London, Hutchinson and Co., 1892, p. 224. 
"'' AG Austin, (ed.). The Webbs' Australian Diary 1898, Melboume, Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons 1965 n 
43. ' ' ^' 
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relation to the capital's middle and upper classes, there was a consensus among moral 
reformers that working class moral behaviour in general was far from ideal, especially 
in the rougher districts of the metropoUs gathered around the inner city. For example. 
North American bora CongregationaUst Minister and founder of the Brisbane Instimte 
of Social Service, Loyal Wirt, described the city as "... a roaring frontier city with all of 
a city's problems" " ^  
In a similar vein, speaking at the annual meeting of the Anglican City Mission in 1891, 
the Reverend Stone-Wigg claimed that the extent of inunorality in Brisbane's plebeian 
districts "... could not possibly be exaggerated" and compared unfavourably with his 
experiences in two of London's 'rough' districts. Indeed, he went on to claim "... there 
were few districts in any city in the world to be compared with the East Ward of the 
City of Brisbane for openness of sin."*'^ The Evening Observer concurred, calling on 
the municipal council to close down the rookeries in the East Ward, which constimted 
"... disgraceful dens, whose inhabitants have a blighting effect upon the moral life of 
the community..." Moral laxity also feamred in a lecmre series presented by Mr 
Downward, superintendent of the Anglican Church Mission, titled 'Darkest 
Brisbane' *** 
Further, in the centre of town the profligate were reported to roam Mary Street, Albert 
Street, and even parts of the otherwise salubrious Queen Street. Upper Mary Street and 
Albert Street in the Chinese Quarter were putatively given over to weekend night 
revelries, involving pubhc displays of lewdness and rowdiness involving women, men 
and children.**' Sensational newspaper accounts demonised the district, portraying it, 
with a grain of tmth, as a liminal zone marked by sexual dangerousness for young white 
"^ Loyal Lincoln Wirt, The World is My Parish: An autobiographical odyssey, Los Angeles, Warren F 
Lewis, 1953, p. 103. 
"*M^geit, 12Junel891,p.7. 
' " £ 0 , 1 9 April 1888, p. 4. 
"* CC, 1 April 1908, p. 1. 
' " Queensland Figaro, 28 Febmary 1885, pp. 272-273 (hereafter, QF); QES, 9 April 1886, p. 817. 
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women, as a haunt of low-class prostimtes and opium addicts, and not least, as a locale 
where European adults, and more disconcertingly working class children, were tempted 
to step onto the road to rain through gambling in the 'dens' devoted to the playing of 
Fan Tan and Pak-a-Pu.*^" 
Perhaps at the apex of anxieties regarding what was considered a proliferation of sexual 
licentiousness, as Brisbane transformed from frontier town to small city stams in the 
1880s, was the heightened profile and visibiUty in public space of female sex workers, 
or prostimtes in the contemporary vernacular. For instance, DT Seymour, 
Commissioner of Police in the 1880s and 1890s, reported that many complaints were 
received by his department regarding "... the annoyance experienced from the presence 
of prostimtes in the streets of Brisbane." Also, he was regaled with correspondence 
complaining of the visibility of the city's "Bawdy Houses" and "... other places 
resorted to by this class of woman."*^* Perhaps one such correspondent was Ms 
Ferguson, who comments in a diary entry in 1885 that, "Vice and prostimtion have 
come to such a pass that virmous citizens are rising on every side protesting against the 
limited protection of the young of both sexes from the paths of vice." 
'^ ° Expose-type articles appeared in fashionable journals from the 1880s which created a sensationalised 
image of the Chinese quarter as a zone of profligacy and nefarious activity, gambling being prominent in 
this regard. For example, see 'The Chinese Quarter' in QF, 28 April 1883, p. 227; 'A Hell in Our Midst', 
Week, 3 July 1886, pp. 7-8; 'Saturday Night in a Chinese Gambling Hell', Boomerang, 14 January 1888, 
p. 8 and 'The Fascinations of Fan-Tan', 28 January 1888, p. 8; 'Down in the Dens', EO, 2 December 
1889, p. 4. 
'^' 'Report of the Conunissioner of Police for the Year 1881', QVP, vol. 1,1882, p. 419; 'Report of tiie 
Commissioner of Police for die Year 1887', QVP, vol. 1,1888, p. 931. In 1899 it was defined a 
msdemeanour punishable by a jail sentence to maintain a "Bawdy House." See An Act to Establish a 
Code of Criminal Law (63 Vic. No. 9). Short titled the Criminal Code Act o/1899, section 231. 
'^ ^ Ferguson, H, Diary 1882-1888, Entry 27 October 1885, OM75-91. JOL. The diary is tiiat of a young 
woman describing aspects of her life in Australia. See also, Bancroft, Joseph, 1886-1894, Report Book 1, 
vol. 8, September 1887 - 6 October 1891, 2 April 1890, OM72-152. JOL; BC, 24 March 1893, p. p, 14 
October 1902, p. 7; QF, 22 November 1884, p. 642; Week, 14 September 1889, p. 19; QPD, vol. Ivii, 
1889, p. 1542; QPD, vol. 1, 1886, p. 1022. Jack Lindsay, Life Rarely Tells: An autobiography, 
Ringwood, Penguin, 1982, pp. 4-6; EO, 20 July 1889, p. 4; RL Evans, 'Charitable Institutions of die 
Queensland Government to 1919', MA thesis, Department of History, University of Queensland, 1969 
pp. 263-264. 
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Shabby boarding houses in tiie working class inner suburbs, possibly servicing a 'lower 
class' and transient cUentele, operated in Fortimde Valley, Boggo Road, South 
Brisbane, and in the suburbs of Toowong, New Farm, Red Hill, Highgate Hill, Milton 
and Paddington.'^^ The dockland neighbourhoods on the south side of the river were, 
unsurprisingly given the presence of sailors with shore leave, well served with 
brothels.* '^* 
Anxiety generated within sections of the moral reform lobby as a result of the apparent 
unchecked presence of female prostitutes in the city and inner suburbs found its 
organisational expression in the Social Purity Society and other associations based in 
the churches concerned to 'rescue' and reform "fallen women" and girls and young 
women believed to be in circumstances where such a fall was possible. In particular, 
such middle class and elite dominated "rescue" agencies targeted girls and young 
women emanating from the working and subaltern classes as 'at risk' morally from the 
sexual temptations to be found in Brisbane's streets. The Society also spawned 'sister' 
groups, such as the Girls' Training and Protection Association, which played a vital role 
in the establishment of the Lady Musgrave Lodge for "friendless girls" (see chapter 
five).*^^ 
The strongly-held fear of the sexual cormption of the youth of both genders, but 
especially of females, undergirded the persistent expression of anxiety over the fate of 
unsupervised working and underclass youth, who it was believed were prone to 
unthinking 'instinctual' indulgence in wanton trysting during their leisure hours. The 
situation left unchecked was claimed to be baneful regarding the present and fumre 
'^ ^ Evans, 'Charitable Institutions', pp. 263-264; Lindsay, Life Rarely Tells, pp. 4-6; QF, 28 April 1883, 
p. 277, 1 March 1884, p. 162; Week, 12 December 1885, p. 563; Truth, 9 November 1902, p. 8,4 
December 1904, p. 6; QPD, vol. 1, 1886, p. 1065. 
'^ '' Truth, 17 May 1903, p. 5, 3 April 1904, p. 7; BC, 24 November 1887, p. 7. 
'^ ^ It appears that it underwent a change of name between 1885 and 1889 - to the Association for the 
Protection of Young Girls. The Association campaigned broadly against die "temptations of the street", 
and more specifically for the raising of the "age of consent" by statute. QPD, vol. Ivii, 1889, pp. 1511, 
1539-1548. 
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"national welfare" and was becoming even more dire in light of the increased potential 
for sexual corraption, and other temptations leading to criminal and offensive deviant 
behaviour, that was occurring as a result of, and in tandem with, the growth of 
Brisbane's leisure sector in the late Victorian and Edwardian years. While these 
concems were often expressed at a high level of generality, moral reformers did single 
out certain institutions and activities for particular criticism, believing them to exercise 
a particularly pernicious effect on the city's 'vulnerable' 
In the Edwardian years cinemas, or "Houses of Amusement", were considered by 
influential sections of the moral reform movement as "Moral Plague Spots" and 
evidentiy detrimental to the morals of the unmtored working classes. *^ ^ For example, 
WT WooUey, Chief Inspector with the State Children Department, wrote that movie 
going by children and youths was having an effect where "... the fine edge of character 
is dulled if not permanently injured", expressing the opinion that male juveniles, 
emulating the on-screen exploits of their heroes were motivating factors in the 
committal of crimes such as burglary. *^^ Similarly, the tremendously popular 
phenomenon in the period of modem dancing was reviled by numerous moral 
reformers, with the non-conformist Evangelical Standard announcing its opposition to 
public dancing where '...the sexes mingle in polka and quadrille', as it constituted a 
distraction from religious contemplation and moral rectitude, tiius opening a portal to 
sin.'2* 
12fi 
BC, 13 June 1914, p. 4; ML, 2 March 1907, p. 341; Cleminson, Bertha, Leisure Time, OM78-58/10. 
JOL; QES, 18 January 1879, p. 340, 19 March 1886, p. 755; 'Annual Report of tiie Director State 
Children Department for die Year 1912', QPP, vol. 3,1913, p. 75, 'Annual Report of die Director State 
Children Department for die Year 1913', QPP, vol. 2, 1914, p. 990; Kadierine Brisbane, (ed.). 
Entertaining Australia: An illustrated history, Paddington, New Soutii Wales, Currency Press, 1991. A 
rare article supporting picture shows as a power for spiritual good written by a moral activist titled 'The 
Influence of Sport and Picture Shows' by the Reverend JJ Willings appeared in AJ Griffith, (ed.), 
Australasian Congregational Union, Fifth Triennial Assembly, Adelaide, Volume of Proceeding's, 1913, 
Adelaide, Vardon and Sons Limited, 1913, pp. 98-99. 
' " 'Annual Report of tiie Director State Children Department for die Year 1912', QPP, vol. 3, 1913, p. 
75; 'Annual Report of die Director State Children Department for tiie Year 1913', QPP, vol 2 1914 n 
990. • ' '^' 
128 QES, 21 September 1878, p. 139, 26 August 1882, p. 105, 5 June 1885, p. 593, 4 March 1887, p. 740-
CHC, 12 January 1910, p. 7; Week, 22 March 1879, p. 69; Worker, 30 September 1893, p. 1; Methodist ' 
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Source: Brisbane Courier, 7 February 1914, p. 6. 
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While such opposition to dancing applied to all classes, the relatively greater freedom at 
the plebeian dancing saloon and promenade concert occasioned by the absence of 
chaperones made such venues all the more suspect for moral reformers.*^^ A 
particularly strident opponent of public dancing for amusement was Mr Hugh Paton, 
who declared in an article for the Young Man's Magazine titled "The Ethics of 
Dancing" (a broadside aimed mainly at female dancers): 
It is a fact established beyond possibility of disputation that the dance has been 
the door to the moral rain, to put it mildly, of thousands of young people. 
Familiarities are allowed... that would be tolerated nowhere else. The dresses in 
many cases are utterly indecent. 
Paton continued his diatribe by enjoining Christians to desist from dancing for reasons 
bound up with 'moraUty', as stated above, but also because it sedates Christian 
impulses, robbing the individual of their capacity to retain "... his passion for souls."'^" 
Another "moral plague spot" was identified in the theatres of Brisbane.*''* Scorn was 
poured on attending the theatre at the Queensland Methodist annual conference in 1908, 
Church of Australasia, Queensland Conference, The Methodist Church of Australasia, Minutes of the 
Eighth Queensland Conference (Third United Conference) of the Australian Wesley an Methodist 
Church, Begun in Brisbane, on Wednesday, February 28''' 1900, Brisbane, Methodist Book Depot, 1900, 
p. 57, OMFS/l/l/l(a). JOL; QFreeman, 1 April 1881, p. 52; Patrick O'Leary, 'Queensland Baptists: The 
development of Baptist evangelicalism, 1846-1926', MA thesis. Department of History, University of 
Queensland, 1991, pp. 153-154. 
'^ ^ Promenade concerts, staged at Breakfast Creek, die Exhibition Building, Botanic Gardens, Moora 
Park, Sandgate, and the city's skating rinks, were at their peak of popularity in the 1880s and 1890s. 
Week, 29 May 1880, p. 510, 26 September 1885, p. 299; QF, 26 September 1885, p. 494; EO, 8 August 
1887, p. 6; Queenslander, 10 September 1887, p. 419; BC, 26 August 1896, p. 4, 6 October 1896, p. 4, 
13 October 1896, p. 4; Ernest Charles Buley, Australian Life in Town and Country, London, Newnes, 
1905, p. 133. Early legislation to regulate public dancing in Queensland was An Act to Consolidate and 
Amend the Laws Relating to Licensed Publicans, short titled of the Publicans' Act of 1863 (27 Vic. No. 
29), which repealed die New Soudi Wales Publican Act of 1849 (13 Vic. No. 29). Section 36 states that 
the permission of a Police Magistrate or two Justices of the Peace was required to stage musical and/ or 
dancing performances in a public house. The penalty for non-compliance was a hefty £10. 
'^ ^ YMM, 1 August 1903, p. 11. 
'^' Perhaps more than the cinema or dancing saloon diough, die theatre drew mixed commentary from 
moral reformers. A sentiment within the various churches emerged in the late nineteenth cenmry arguing 
that the duty of the Christian was to advocate for the theatre to promote morality through productions 
emphasising Christian values. The modification of evangelical Christian sensibilities was gradual, widi 
important figures, particularly moral reformers in the non-conformist denominations, refusing to 
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for instance, where a resolution was moved that Church members and adherents abstain 
from dancing and attending the theatre due to the "... great moral and spiritual peril..." 
attached to these activities.*^^ The Evangelical Standard denounced the theatre as a "... 
foster house of immorality and the rendezvous of the immoral" and "Utile Dulci" (not 
to be 'upstaged') viewed Brisbane's Opera House as nothing more than a place of 
depravity where "... you will see women of all ages, from the girl just out of the 
schoolroom, whose style of dress, or rather of undress, together with their immodest 
bearing, will sicken and disgust you..."*^^ Similarly, venues feamring musical 
productions also attracted the ire of moral reformers keen to prohibit 'immoral 
couplings' and the raising of plebeian sexual ardour. 
An abundance of evidence exists detaiUng working class patronage of 'respectable' 
popular promenade concerts in the city's parks. Courier Hall, Protestant Hall, 
Centennial Hall, Exhibition Buildings and other venues since the 1860s.* '^* However, 
the moral reform and rational recreation movements, in typical fashion, fastened upon 
what they perceived to be the unrespectable and unseemly manifestations of the popular 
musical sensibilities of the 'lower orders' At the top of their 'hit list' was music hall 
style entertainment, which in the forms of radimentary "free-and-easies" and of the 
sUghtly more sophisticated burlesque-type productions, was common to the city from 
the late 1870s in venues such as the Bijou Theatre, Variety Hall and tiie Oxford Music 
countenance the potential of die theatre on the side of 'good' in the battle against 'evil', and who 
continued to stridently denounce it as a crucible of sin and depravity. Refer to David, Arthur Evan, 
Sermons 1901-1904, pp. 33-34, Mss F220. FL; BC, 8 September 1900, p. 4, 3-11 April 1902; CC, 2 
September 1901, p. 24. 
'^ ^ Methodist Church of Australasia, Queensland Conference, The Metiiodist Church of Australasia, 
Minutes of the Seventh Queensland Annual Conference begun in the Albert Street Church, Brisbane, on 
Tuesday, February 25'*, 1908, at 7.30pm, Brisbane, Metiiodist Book Depot, Albert Street, 1908, p. 59. 
OMFS/1/1/1 (d).yOL. 
' " QES, 18 January 1879, p. 340; BC, 25 January 1893, p. 6. 
'''* Susan Tuckwell, 'Public Entertainment in Brisbane, 1846-1863', BA Hons tiiesis. Department of 
English, University of Queensland, 1970, pp. 20-21; Week, 29 January 1876, p. 105, 30 January 1891, p. 
33, 10 July 1891, p. 33; Colonist, 21 Febmary 1872, p. 2; CHC, 11 February 1914, p. 7; BC, 30 June' 
1896, p. 6, 26 September 1896, p. 2, 20 November 1899, p. 3. A scholarly history of Brisbane's public 
parks and reserves remains to be written. The Heritage Register that is being progressively compiled 
under the Queensland Heritage Act 1992 provides brief and sometimes useful historical overviews of 
some of the city's parklands. 
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Interior of Albert Hall, 1882 
Source: Queensland Punch, 1 Febmary 1882, p. 67. 
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Hall. To the mind of the influential moral reformer. North Brisbane Police Magistrate 
Phillip Pinnock, the city housed too many of these halls, which he considered venues 
redolent of temptation and sin, being in his words, "... the most abominable dens of 
iniquity that could be found anywhere... cram-full of all that is noxious, demoralising, 
and destractive of energy and intelligence", and where "... all sorts of disgraceful orgies 
were carried on."'^^ 
Earlier it was noted that in Brisbane the Social Purity Society and other pan-
denominational moral/ sexual guardian associations, such as the Girls' Training and 
Protection Association, emerged in response to the social 'problems' accompanying 
rapid urbanisation of the capital city in the 1880s. This development proceeded apace in 
the 1890s as the churches initiated a series of agencies concerned to monitor the 
sexually transgressive and to influence government on such matters. Commencing with 
the Brisbane Ministers' Union, which was formed by non-conformist clergy in 1891 
"... to promote fraternal intercourse, to secure united action on Religious and Social 
matters; and to deepen the religious life of the community", and to wage a propaganda 
war against "sinfulness", including sexual 'impurity' *^^ 
In 1895 the Union initiated the broader-based Council of Churches, an organisation 
with similar social and political objectives.*^* In its mm, the Council stimulated the 
formation in 1902 of the militantly moral Christian Citizens' League, which brought 
together the Anglican Church and Protestant non-conformism in a politico-reUgious 
"^ Daily Observer, 11 May 1887, p. 7 (hereafter, DO); Week, 25 October 1879, p. 498; Boomerang, 24 
December 1887, p. 14, 11 February 1888, p. 7; Richard Waterhouse, From Minstrel Show to Vaudeville: 
The Australian popular stage, 1788-1914, Kensington, University of New South Wales Press, 1990. 
"*£:0, 23 April 1888, p. 4. 
'^ ^ Ronald Lawson, 'The Political Influence of the Churches in Brisbane in the 1890s', Journal of 
Religious History, vol. 7, no. 2, December 1972, pp. 144-162, p. 145; Brisbane Ministers' Union 
Minutes, October 1891, in Lawson, 'An Analysis of Brisbane Society in the 1890s', p. 359; BC, 13 July 
1893, p. 6, 27 July 1893, p. 2. 
'^ * The Council being comprised of clerical and lay members of the non-conformist denominations 
(Anglican clerics refused to join the body) nominally represented about one-third of the Queensland 
population. Its fifty members, drawn from both the clergy and laity met quarterly. Lawson, 'An Analysis 
of Brisbane Society in die 1890s', p. 360. 
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organisation that, according to historian Ronald Lawson, had"... undisguised political 
objectives."*^^ This tradition of Protestant moral cooperation was maintained in the 
second decade of the new century with the formation of the Council of Public MoraUty, 
which advocated for "... the purity of morals in the city and suburbs of Brisbane." 
Officially inaugurated in mid-1910 following a series of public meetings, it was 
concerned - as were its predecessors detailed above - with opposing inter alia 
gambling, drinking, sexual profligacy, and concomitantly with promoting 'morality' 
defined and guided by Christian precepts,*'*" 
Brisbane Youth and "Nefarious Leisure" 
In addition to these evangelical inspired moral guardian societies the quasi-secular 
world of Brisbane made its contribution in the form of perhaps the most influential of 
the surveillance agencies devoted to fostering moral and sexual 'purity' among 
Brisbane youth - the Society for the Prevention of Craelty.*'** Attracting the support of 
a number of Queensland businesses and boasting a membership drawn largely from 
Brisbane's upper-middle and upper classes, the Society from the late 1880s widened its 
focus from that of crael treatment of animals to the ill treatment and neglect of children 
also.*'*^  In relation to the surveillance of child neglect in the city, inspectors, either paid 
'^' BC, 14 December 1900, p. 6. 
""^  BC, 7 April 1910, p. 4, 7 March 1913, p. 8, 26 November 1913, p. 6, 28 November 1914, p. 16; CHC, 
6 December 1912, p. 7. 
"" The Society, known until the early 1890s as the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, was 
founded in Brisbane in 1883, following the initiation of the parent society in the United Kingdom in 
1824. 
'''^  EO, 15 June 1888, p. 4; BC, 5 September 1900, p. 4. As a philanthropic endeavour, it relied heavily on 
public donations but also received a government grant of between £100-£200, and a moiety on fines 
levied as a result of information leading to successful prosecutions. With regard to the social class and 
gender composition of the Society the following 'luminaries' are listed as subscribing members in the 
1905-1906 annual report: Messrs Atthow and McGregor, Baynes Bros, Brisbane Newspaper Co., J 
Campbell and Sons, Bums, Philp and Co., Dalgety and Co., Hertzberg and Co., Marchant and Co., WH 
Barnes, Hon TC Beime, LA Bemays, Miss Bedford, Dr Brockway, WH Carvasso, Lord Chelmsford, Sir 
Pope A Cooper, Hon DF Denham, EWH Fowles, JJ Kingsbury and Archdeacon Le Fanu. COL/427, 
Queensland Society for the Prevention of Cmelty, Correspondence, Reports and Clippings re Queensland 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty, 1899-1928, Twenty-Third Annual Report, 1905, 1906, pp. 27-30; 
16 
Chapter One 
Sex, Sin, Liquor 
or voluntary, engaged by the Society investigated factories believed to be employing 
child labour illegally, incidents of "baby farming", and "domestic craelty" perpetrated 
on children.*'*^ However, its monthly and annual reports, reproduced in the local press, 
attracted significant attention within the moral reform movement for their graphic 
coverage of "female depravity" and their concentration on temptation and sexual 
transgressions in those most suspect of public rendezvous - streets and back-alleys. 
Indeed, from the early 1890s Society inspectors stalked the streets of Brisbane's 
working class districts producing reports that horrified moral reformers. They 
"exposed" the presence of large numbers of young girls aged thirteen to fifteen years 
walking the city and suburban streets at night in the company of larrikin gangs.*'*^ 
Worse still, the inspectors related the existence of larrikinness "pushes" comprising 
"fast young girls" who were "... guilty of immoral solicitation", tempting young men 
into conunitting carnal knowledge.*'*^ Society inspectors tended also to focus on the 
'rough' parts of Ped-ie Terrace, Spring Hill, WooUoongabba, South Brisbane and the 
City for examples of "depraved" behaviour, occasionally spreading their net to detail 
the manner in which working class youth were using oyster saloons, frait shops and 
dancing saloons as venues for 'inunoral' behaviour, including sexual trysting and the 
consumption of sly grog.*'*^  Accounts of young people roaming streets and of "Juvenile 
letter 13/13229, Under Sec. to Sec. Qld Society for the Prevention of Cruelty, 26 Nov 1913. Queensland 
State Archives (hereafter, QSA). 
'"^  EO, 10 December 1890, p. 4, 14 January 1891, p. 3. 
^'^ BC, 4 August 1893, p. 7, 6 February 1894, p. 3. For an account of larrikinism in Brisbane see Murray 
D Johnson, '"Leaning on the Lamp-post: A study of larrikinism in south Queensland 1880-1920', BA 
Hons thesis. Department of History, University of Queensland, 1998. 
'*^  BC, 27 July 1893, p. 4, August 1893, p. 7. 
''•* BC, 4 July 1893, p. 7, 27 July 1893, p. 6; Report of the Royal Commission Appointed to Inquire into 
and Report upon the Administration of the Laws Regulating the Manufacture and Sale of Intoxicating 
Liquors in Queensland together with the Proceedings of the Commission, Minutes of Evidence, and 
Appendices, QPP, vol. 3, 1901, pp. 1-1200, pp. 856, no. 25642, 942, no. 28257 (hereafter. Liquor 
Inquiry Report, 1901); Mrs David R McConnel, The Better Protection of Children, Brisbane, E Denecke 
& Co., 1903. Paper read at die Annual Convention of the WCTU, Q, September 1903 and issued by die 
Society for die Prevention of Cruelty, in COL/236 48/245, Child Welfare, Correspondence, Papers, 
Newspaper Clippings re Child Welfare and in particular i. Infant Life Protection Amendment Act, 1921, also 
die principal act, 1905 ii. Wife desertion, neglected children and motiiers' pensions iii. State Children Act, 
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Depravity" in other Queensland towns did littie to alleviate the distress felt by moral 
reformers in the capital 147 
The pronouncements of the Society strack a chord among wider layers of the reform 
movement. The pulpit was particularly active. For example, Methodist preacher, the 
Reverend GE Rowe, Superintendent of the Central Methodist Mission in Albert Street, 
expressed revulsion at scenes witnessed on Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights in 
Queen Sti-eet concerning "... numbers of littie females from 11 upward openly making 
signs to boys to follow them."*'** From without the churches disciplinarian 'solutions' 
to the 'problem' were propounded involving calls for the imposition of nightiy curfews 
on the city's youth between the latter 1890s and early 1910s.*'*^  Less authoritarian 
strategies for combating the temptations of the street were advanced also. 
Examples of such strategies include the introduction of religious education in 
Queensland's State Schools - and thus, so the argument went, a revitalisation of 
Christian morality' - which was finally achieved after a twenty-year campaign by the 
Bible in State Schools League, although the suspect morals of State School scholars 
apparently showed littie improvement as a result.*^" The enforcing of the State School 
1911, 1904-27, in-letter 03508, Society for die Prevention of Cmelty to Home Secretary, 9 March 1904. 
QSA. 
147 
148 
Charters Towers Mining Standard, 2 September 1899, p. 2. 
BC, 17 November 1913, p. 8; Anon., Sisters of the People: Their mission and work in Brisbane, 
Brisbane, Central Metiiodist Mission, Albert Street Church, 1908, p. 19. See also an article titled 
'Restraint or Impulse', QCWMJ, 15 July 1893, p. 1. 
" " B C , 4 August 1893, p. 7. 
The Bible in State Schools League formally came into existence on 31 October 1890, some twenty-
five years following the passage of An Act to Amend the Law Relating to Education (39 Vic. No. 11). 
Short titled the State Education Act o/1875. The driving force behind die League was Bishop Webber 
and the Anglican Church, with varying degrees of support from Queensland's Metiiodists and 
Presbyterians. The campaign continued for another twenty years until a referendum convinced the 
legislature in 1910 to amend the 1875 Act, allowing ministers of any religious denomination to give 
religious instmction for sixty minutes per week widiin school hours to children of their denomination. 
Bible in State Schools League, Queensland, Records 1890-1915, OM66-5, Minute Book, Bible in State 
Schools League, Queensland, 31 October 1890 - 21 January 1909, OM 66-5/1; Bible in State Schools 
League, Queensland, Records 1890-1915, Religious Instruction in State Schools by die Reverend DJ 
Garland, Organising Secretary, Bible in State Schools League, Queensland, OM 66-5/3. JOL; Hutcheon, 
'Political, Social, and Cultural Attitudes', p. 123. 
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compulsory attendance clauses in Brisbane as outlined in the State Education Act of 
1875 and amending Acts' regulations was also mooted throughout the period as a 
means of keeping vulnerable younger children away from nefarious activities believed 
to be occurring in the capital.*^* 
Prominent sections of the evangelical moral reform movement espoused an overarching 
solution to this dire scenario in the form of a return to "Christian values", located 
primarily in the sancmary of the family home, that"... magnetic spot, of family and 
national life" - the place par excellence for moral instraction - and of an affirming 
atmosphere based in "... harmony, thoughtfulness, brightness, pure conversation, 
1 ^0 
innocent pleasure..." While conceived in perhaps less prosaic terms, it is evident 
that many - in fact probably most - of Brisbane's workers desired a less saccharine 
version of this 'bourgeois ideal' of the home. Indeed, among the splendid banners flown 
at the 1890 Eight Hour march, were those with slogans like "Long Hours and Miserable 
Homes", signalling working class striving for increased leisure time as well as concern 
for the effect of extended working hours on home and family life.*^^  Further, evidence 
presented by workers and others sympathetic to their plight to the Factories and Shops 
Commission of 1891 suggests strongly this desire for an orderly and unhurried home 
life, and one free from the 'temptations' supposedly occasioned by ceasing work in the 
city late in the evening.* '^* 
'^' QPD, vol. 1, 1886, pp.1430-1431, vol. Ixi, 1890, p. 296, vol. Ixxii, 1894, p. 1044, vol. Ixxvi, 1896, p. 
1158; GF Francis, Queensland: The state's stagnation; the cause and remedy, Brisbane, EA Howard, 
Printer, Stationer, Etc., Creek Street, 1906, pp. 12-13. A small number of commentators disagreed that 
the enforcing of the regulations would have a discemible effect on this 'problem'. See for example, QPD, 
vol. liii, 1887, pp.1500,1504. 
' " BC, 14 September 1910, p. 10; QPD, vol. Ixiii, 1891, p.l84. Jan Kociumbas avers tiiatby the 1870s 
the Australian home in bourgeois thought"... had been elevated into a wholly feminine, quasi-sacred 
haven from the sordid, commercial workplace and street." Kociumbas, Australian Childhood, p. 91. For 
an excellent analysis of the place of 'home life' in the development of the bourgeois moral code in 
Australia see Kerreen M Reiger, The Disenchantment of the Home: Modernizing the Australian Family, 
1880-1940, Melboume, Oxford University Press, 1985. 
'^' EO, 1 March 1890, p. 5. The campaign to extend the eight hour day in Queensland promoted shorter 
working hours for young unmarried women as a means of improving their fimess as mothers of the future 
Australian 'race' QPD, vol. Ixxiv, 1895, p. 1481. 
'^ '' Factories and Shops Inquiry Report, 1891, pp. 984 nos 302-303, 995 nos 751-753, 1003 no. 1102, 
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The bourgeois conception of the home as a neatly ordered place of retreat from the 
bustle of urban life was, of course, an idealisation when translated to the poorer of 
Brisbane's districts. While neighbourhoods were not demarcated strictiy in social class 
terms many of the inner city neighbourhoods were identifiably working class enclaves, 
such as Spring Hill, Petrie Terrace, Fortimde Valley, West End and WooUoongabba on 
the south side of the river, the dockland district of which constimted, according to the 
historian of Brisbane in the 1890s, Ronald Lawson, "... some of the poorest dwellings 
in the city, often tenements with common yards." *^ ^ It is trae that from 1885, with the 
passage that year of the Undue Subdivision of Land Prevention Act, a halt was brought 
to the constraction of districts of densely packed and unsanitary slums like those that 
emerged around the inner city districts of Sydney and Melboume. *^ ^ Further, some 
contemporaries of a sanguine disposition claimed that the homes of the "poorer classes" 
were more than adequately comfortable.*^^ For the most part though descriptions of 
working class living conditions were far from flattering. 
Visiting Irish parliamentarian, Michael Davitt, remained distinctly unimpressed with 
working class Uving conditions in Brisbane observed during his visit in the 1890s.*^* 
Despite the Undue Subdivision of Land Prevention Act o/1885 overcrowding did occur 
in the inner city working class neighbourhoods.*^^ The Methodist Leader also 
exclaimed, "... it is no wonder some seek the streets and open spaces, when we think of 
1032 no. 2332,1065 nos 3698-3699. 
' " Lawson, 'An Analysis of Brisbane Society in the 1890s', p. 156. 
'^ *i4« Act to make Provision for Regulating the Width of Streets and Lanes and to Prevent Subdivision of 
Land in such a manner as to be Injurious to Public Health (49 Vic. No. 15). Effectively the first town 
planning Act, it regulated die width of roads and established the minimum allotment size at 405m* (16 
perches). Roger Todd, 'Spring Hill's Early Development', BArch thesis. Department of Architecture, 
University of Queensland, 1982, p. 30; QPD, vol. civ, 1909, p. 706. 
'"fiC, 8 March 1906, p. 4. 
'^' Michael Davitt, Life and Progress in Australasia, London, Mediuen, 1898, p. 249. 
159 QF, 13 February 1886, p. 255; Worker, 13 November 1913, p. 13; Lawson, 'An Analysis of Brisbane 
Society in die 1890s', p. 156. 
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the cramped, smffy houses in which they are called to dwell."*^° Indeed, some 
considered working class rental houses "hovels", only surpassed by the city's cheaper 
boarding houses that were home to over one thousand persons annually, usually single 
transient males, ranging from accommodation for "... the foul mass of filth that forms 
the lowest stramm of our social economy", to the sailors, labourers, factory and 
building workers, who inhabited a 'middling strata' of boarding house. *^ ' The poor 
state of working class housing stock in Brisbane then was advanced as a reason for a 
supposed lack of attachment to the home by plebeian youth and male adults. 
For the children of "poorer people" the streets were their playgrounds.*^^ The moral 
reform lobby, along with other social commentators, considered Brisbane's semi-
tropical climate as compounding matters. In short, the warm climate and unappealing 
domestic circumstances acted to force working class youth and adults, especially males, 
on to the streets and into the arms of waiting temptations.*^^ 
Thus, the preceding narrative contends strongly that the moral reform movement 
considered Brisbane's city streets, including its parks, described by Vincent Lesina 
MLA as the haunt of "... thieves and prostimtes and the scum of humanity", dangerous 
places from a Christian moral perspective.*^ Similarly, gambUng shops and "dens", 
public houses, dancing saloons, brothels, theatres, music halls and later cinemas, were 
seen as zones of temptation for those who wandered in their midst. This was seen to be 
the case for adults and youths of all classes and genders for sure, but the fundamental 
'rescue' and 'character formation' strategies targeted the subaltern, working and, to a 
^^ML, 2 October 1909, p. 1002. 
'*' QPD, vol. cviii, 1911, p. 754; BC, 23 February 1886, p. 5, 3 July 1900, p. 6; QF, 17 July 1886, p. 11. 
Joseph Bancroft, Health Inspector for the Brisbane Municipal Council, in his inspections of boarding 
houses in Albert and Edward Streets, was far firom effusive about the standard of accommodation on 
offer. OM72-152, Bancroft, Joseph, 1886-1894; Illustrated Sydney News, 30 August 1890, cited in 
Lawson, 'An Analysis of Brisbane Society in the 1890s', pp. 153,156. , 
' " QPD, vol. Ixxiii, 1895, p. 944. 
' " EO, 17 July 1890, p. 5,15 October 1892, p. 6; BC, 21 August 1896, p. 7. 
' " QPD, vol. cviii, 1911, p. 756. 
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much lesser extent, the lower middle classes. It is evident that middle class and elite 
reformers continued throughout the period under consideration to harbour suspicions 
that working class children in particular were reared inadequately, especially in the 
realm of moral instraction, in all but the most 'respectable' of working class homes.'^^ 
The perceived inadequacy of such child rearing practices was, for the moral reform 
movement, exacerbated by Queensland's climate, which tended, particularly among the 
working class, to a scenario where children and youth were left to their own devices. 
This abrogation of parental conti-ol had the unfortunate effect, it was posited, of many 
of the city's poorer children missing out on the 'careful and systematic training' 
provided by adults that was becoming seen as essential with the development of 
'scientific' psychological theories of child and adolescent development within the 
colony/ state in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.*^^ It should be 
understood that these views, while held fairly widely within the city's reform-minded 
ehte and middle classes, attracted dissenters.*^^ However, the burgeoning interest in the 
'scientific' approach to child rearing and adolescent development remained hegemonic 
in the public arena. 
The agencies acting to transmit to working class mothers and families the findings and 
nostrams emerging from the new discipline of child psychology were, in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth cenmries, based firmly within the churches, the most 
prominent being the Anglican Mothers' Union, the Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union (WCTU), the Baptist Mothers' Societies and the pan-denominational and quasi-
secular Child Study Association.*^* The Queensland branch of the Child Study 
'*^  QPD, vol. Iviii, 1889, p. 1297. 
'** Brisbane Institute of Social Service. Fifth Annual Report, May 1911 to May 1912, Brisbane, Up-to-
Date Printing Co., 1912, p. 11. JOL. 
' " QPD, vol. Ixxiii, 1895, p. 853. 
'** By 1914 the Mothers' Union was a large organisation with twenty-five branches throughout 
Queensland. See Rayner, 'The History of die Church of England in Queensland', p. 371; Anne Sells, 
'Marriage, Motherhood and the Mothers' Union: The Mothers' Union and its contribution to the images 
of marriage and motherhood in Australia 1896-1904', St Mark's Review, no. 129, March 1987, pp. 43-50; 
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Association was founded in 1908 at a meeting held in St Luke's Hall, with the rationale 
of creating "A nobler, stronger, chivalrous manhood, and a gentler, purer 
womanhood..."*^' 
Beyond the Association, further evidence suggesting the burgeoning interest in the 
scientific understanding the life cycle 'stages' of early childhood, childhood and 
adolescence was the growing body of literamre on this subject appearing on the shelves 
of the Free Public Library, servicing the embryonic creche and kindergarten system 
emergent in Queensland in the early twentieth cenmry (see chapter seven).*^° This 
thriving interest in child and juvenile development in moral reform circles involved a 
famiharity with medical-physiological knowledge, but was more centred upon the 
mental-psychological context. In this realm of developmental psychology and medical 
science, the theoretical insights and empirical findings of the brilliant North American 
academic psychologist G Stanley Hall held sway in the late nineteenth and most 
especially in the early twentieth century, following the publication in 1904 of his 
classic, if cumbersomely titled. Adolescence: Its psychology and its relations to 
physiology, anthropology, sociology, sex, crime, religion and education. ^ ^^ 
Sabine Willis, 'Homes are Divine Workshops', m Windschuttie, (ed.). Women, Class and History, pp. 
173-191; Avis Matheson, A History of the Mothers' Union in Australia, The Mothers' Union in 
Australia, Australia Council, 1992; Olive Parker, For the Family's Sake: A history of the Mothers' Union 
1876-1976, London, Mowbrays, 1975. For WCTU Mothers' Meetings see for example, BC, 9 November 
1899, p. 7. The Baptist Mothers' Society is reported on in QFreeman, 15 February 1888, p. 14. For the 
mothercraft movement see Phyllis D Cilento, 'Mothercraft in Queensland: A story of progress and 
achievement', JRHSQ, vol. 8, no. 2, 1966-1967, pp. 317-341.The Education Office Gazette ran a series 
titied 'Chats on Child Study' in 1900. See for example, Education Office Gazette, vol. 2, no. 4, April 
1900, p. 85 (hereafter, EOG). 
'*'iBC, 23 October 1908, p. 7. 
'™ Some of the texts listed by the Acting Librarian in 1909 were: Adler's Moral Instruction of Children, 
Preyer's Infant Mind, Taylor's The Study of the Child and The Senses and the Will, Montaigne's 
Education of the Child, Compayne's Later Infancy of the Child, Harrison's The Study of Child Nature, 
Wiggin's Children's Rights, Peabody's Lectures to Kindergarteners, King's The Psychology of Child 
Development and, of course, Froebel's Pedagogies of the Kindergarten and Education by Development. 
LIB1/G3, Public Library, Brisbane, General Letterbook, 17 July 1908-28 September 1911, letter, Acting 
Librarian to die Under Secretary, Chief Secretary's Department, 4 January 1909. QSA. 
'^' G Stanley Hall, Adolescence: Its psychology and its relations to physiology, anthropology, sociology, 
sex, crime, religion and education. New York, D. Appleton and Company, 1904; Anon., 'The Sex 
Problem During Adolescence, Australasian Medical Gazette, vol. xxxiii, vol. 1, 1 February 1913, p. 108 
(hereafter, AMG). 
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Essentially, Hall's genius lay in crystallising and systematising knowledge in the field 
that had been in circulation during the 1800s.*'^  It was undeniably though a defining 
moment in the smdy of children and adolescence, influencing greatly the thinking and 
practices of the nascent body of child and youth workers that was emerging at the time 
in countries like Austiralia.*^^ For Kociumbas, it heralded a deparmre from the paradigm 
of 'the child as innocent' Rather, Hall's recapitulation theory of child-youth 
development claimed to have located the "savage passions... lurking in the child", 
which were a product of the adolescent recapimlating the stage of "primitivism" in the 
cultural evolution of the "race."*'"* At this juncture sections of the medical 
establishment were also launching an attack on the notion of the child as innately 
innocent, claiming on the basis of studies on child sexuality that children were 
markedly crael, selfish and avaricious in their approach to the social world. 
"'^ John Springhalt, Coming of Age: Adolescence in Britain 1860-1960, Dublin, Gill and Macmillan, 
1986, p. 29. For a readable account of the formative influences upon, and content of. Hall's work on 
adolescence see pp. 29-37. 
' " Hendrick, Images of Youth, pp. 110-111,122-123. Springhalt, Coming of Age, p. 28; Juditii Bessant, 
Howard Sercombe and Rob Watts, Youth Studies: An Australian perspective, Sydney, Addison Wesley 
Longman Australia Pty Ltd, 1998, pp. 20-34. Interestingly, Kathleen Heasman, credits the famous United 
States based revivalist, DL Moody, with the most significant contribution to the "modem change in 
outiook" that led to the 'invention' of the category of adolescence, and concomitantiy exerted a profound 
influence upon methods and theories pertaining to youth work. Heasman, Evangelicals in Action, pp. 107-
108. Springhalt correctly posits that more attention should be paid to the 'discovery' of adolescence by 
educationalists and other social scientists in the 1890s and 1900s, coinciding "... with the problem of 
'boy labour'" becoming a major issue of public concem. This "problem' centred on "... the recruitment of 
large numbers of school-leavers into short-term, unskilled, errand boy jobs with few prospects." 
Springhall, Coming of Age, p. 26. 
'^ * Recapitulation theory centred on the notion that cultural development proceeded in a linear fashion 
through stages of primitivism, semi-primitivism, pre-modemism to modemism. The life span of the 
individual was believed to recapitulate these progressive stages of cultural development. Adolescence 
was "marked by the "savage" stage of cultural evolution. Kociumbas avers that die notion can be dated to 
at least the 1820s and was reworked by the likes of Herbert Spencer and Herbart before forming a 
centrepiece of Hall's seminal work in the field of developmental psychology applied to children and 
youths. Kociumbas, Australian Childhood, pp. 131-132. 
'^ ^ With attention turning increasingly to the sexuality of the child, Kociumbas claims that, "It remained 
only for Freud to put the last nail in the coffin of the fragile, angelic child. Children, like Nature, were 
imbued with a raw primitivism, and while not quite 'red in tooth and claw'" needed professional, 
scientific guidance towards civilised ways." Kociumbas, Australian Childhood, p. 132. 
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Hall's theories of adolescence "... won early acceptance among Australian child 
experts" and were taken up wholeheartedly by the more avant within the circle of moral 
reformers in Brisbane. *^ ^ The theory of adolescence as a period in the hfe cycle where 
the storms and stresses of the 'inevitable' myriad changes - mental, physical and 
spirimal - experienced by the teenager, and producing a 'plasticity' of personality in the 
process, was all the more palatable to upper and middle class moral reformers with an 
interest in youth work, and was reassuring to the apostles of 'progress', as it posited that 
juvenile delinquency - larrikinism in the Australian context - was a product not just of 
social and economic conditions (indeed not of necessity a product of them at all) but of 
the social and psychological development of the young individual.*'' Indeed, it was 
these concems that buttressed the rational recreation movement's scheme to create 
instimtions separate from the plebeian family. Adolescent sexuality was to be controlled 
by "experts', overwhelmingly from the middle and upper classes, through programmes 
designed for the task. 
™ Davison, 'The City-Bred Child', p. 152. 
' " Hall, Adolescence, vol. 1, p. xv; Springhall, Coming of Age, p. 27. 
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The "gambling menace' 
As a recreational pastime - or indeed in any form whatever - gambling was denounced 
by Brisbane's 'respectable' coteries, who saw it plainly as a "demoralising agency."*^* 
As John O'Hara's excellent A Mug's Game ably demonstrates, the gambUng 'problem' 
has exercised the minds, and patience, of reformers committed to moral 'puritanism' 
since the earliest days of white colonisation of the continent.*^^ Few of the capital's 
citizens publicly defended the practice between 1889 and 1914. When on the rare 
occasions this did occur the main lines of (embattled) defence were the right of the 
individual to exercise her/ his liberty to choose this type of leisure pursuit, the hope of 
securing a brighter more prosperous future and sating of a 'namral' love of 
excitement.**° The "demorahsing agency" of gambling, in the minds of Brisbane's 
moral reform movement, threatened the life chances of the individual and family unit, 
numerous dysfunctions being said to emanate from this source. Anti-gambling 
commentators in Brisbane, for example, claimed debts accraed in gambling "dens" had 
dire consequences for the gambler such as imprisonment for embezzling company 
funds, lunacy and suicide.'** Beyond affecting personal and familial fates, the 
Queensland Methodist Conference averred in 1904 that it also "... deteriorates the 
national life and thwarts its prospective progress."**^ 
Moral reformers of a more materialist bent also pointed to the pernicious influence of 
gambling in relation to the inculcation of normative bourgeois economic, social and 
political values. For instance, in 1895 Liberal MLA, Samuel Grimes, asserted tiiat 
"^ Queenslander, 14 October 1882, p. 505. 
179 O'Hara, A Mug's Game. 
'*" EO, 18 May 1889, p. 4, 22 October 1893, p. 6, 11 November 1892, p. 2; Week, 6 July 1890, p. 7; BC, 
17 October 1893, p. 7; QPD, vol. Ixxiii, 1895, p. 644. 
'*' QPD, vol. Ixxiii, 1895, pp. 166, 171; QCWMJ, 1 January 1889, pp. 2-3. 
The Methodist Church of Australasia, Minutes of the Fourth Queensland Annual Conference, begun 
in Brisbane on Tuesday, February 28"', 1905, Brisbane, Wesleyan Book Depot, Albert Street, 1905, p. 
20. OMFS/1/1/1 (d), Methodist Church of Australasia. Queensland Conference. JOL. 
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gambling challenged the affirming virtues of thrift and deferred gratification, opining 
further that it: 
... is sapping the industrial energy of our people. There is a good old book that 
teaches, 'The hand of the diligent maketh rich', and it leads us to believe that 
honest toil will receive the blessing of God. This great and crying evil teaches us 
the opposite of that. It teaches that honest toil is a slow way of getting a 
competency. It represents that they are fools who slave to make a Uving, while 
they can, by planking down a pound note, very probably obtain a fortune in a few 
days without any toil or labour of their own. If that teaching goes forth I hold that 
it will interfere considerably in getting our youth to take a real interest in the work 
oflife.**^ 
In a similar vein, the Observer expressed concem for the long-term social consequences 
of gambling for the colony: 
The only thing to be done in these circumstances is to compel attention and action 
by iterating and reiterating that gambling is the curse not of individuals only but 
of the colony itself; that the discontent with wages, the discouragement of 
industry, the loss of character and fortune, and the promotion of fraud and crime, 
induced by it throughout society, are a rainous price to pay for the passing 
excitement or the occasional individual gain...**'* 
Ostensibly, the proclivity to gamble was discussed in terms of it being an affliction 
visiting all classes equally.**^ 
However, in reaUty the moral reform movement's critical energy was directed towards 
the urge as it appeared to seize male members of the working class - and to a much 
183 QPD vol. Ixxiii, 1895, p. 171. Grimes represented die constituency of Oxley at this juncture. He was a 
farmer and arrowroot merchant, devout Baptist, member of the Orange Lodge and leading member of die 
Queensland Temperance Alliance. DB Waterson, A Biographical Register of the Queensland Parliament 
1860-1929, Canberra, Australian National University Press, 1972, p. 75. 
'*'' EO, 10 December 1888, p. 4; QPD, vol. Ixxxxii, 1899, p. 270. 
'** Queenslander, 14 October 1882, p. 505; DO, 4 July 1887, p. 2; EO, 10 December 1888, p. 4, 11 
Febmary 1891, p. 4; BC, 29 May 1911, p. 7. 
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lesser but extremely dismrbing degree - females, children and youth (see below). 
Interestingly, the embryonic Queensland Labor Party - which arguably occupied a 
position to the very left of the moral reform spectram - tacitly accepted this view. 
From the late 1880s Labor parliamentarians, and the official organs of the labour 
movement, denounced the "gambling evil" positing, unlike their liberal and 
conservative opponents, that it was a product of an iniquitous economic system rather 
than individual failing that led workers to succumb to this particular temptation. For the 
official labour movement the case was relatively simple. Gambling was a product of 
poverty and as such could only be fully eradicated with the instimtion of a socialist 
society, and in the interim its worst effects would only be obviated, so the contention 
187 
ran, with nationalisation of gambling as a step towards its evenmal prohibition. 
Perhaps most irksome though was the belief that gambling, as argued in the case of 
drinking also, was a 'distraction from politics' for adult workers.*** The 'nefarious' 
practice had become by the late 1880s obvious enough around the city for one 
evangelical journal to aver that Brisbane was afflicted with a "grave moral disease", 
1 RQ 
stimulating calls for the creation of an "anti-betting society." 
While it appears the idea failed to reach fraition, the proliferation of tobacconist-betting 
shops, "gambling dens", billiard saloons and other venues for both legalised and illicit 
gambUng from the late 1880s underlay in part the emergence of the 'moral 
guardianship' organisations referred to above. *^ ° In the early 1890s parliamentarians of 
'** QPD, vol. Ixxiii, 1895, p. 170, vol. Ixxvi, 1896, p. 1704; Nat Gould, On and Off the Turf in Australia, 
London, G Routiedge, 1895, pp. 10-11. 
' " QPD, vol. xcvi, 1905, pp. 1249-1250; Worker, 31 December 1892, p. 1. Interestingly, the 'society' 
magazine, Queensland Punch, advocated this position in the early 1890s. Queensland Punch, 1 January 
1891, p. 167. 
'** BJ Guyatt, 'The Publicists—The Labour Press 1880 to 1915', in Murphy, Joyce and Hughes, (eds). 
Prelude to Power, pp. 246-261, p. 256. 
189 
190 
QCWMJ, 1 January 1889, pp. 2-3; EO, 14 November 1888, p. 6. 
EO, 14 November 1888, p. 6. Gaming in public houses was expressly forbidden by section 29 of the 
Publicans' Act of 1863 and in liquor related legislation from the 1880s onwards. 
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all political hues concurred that gambling had become a colony-wide problem. For 
instance, TJ Byrnes, Attorney General between 1893 and 1898, bemoaned a "... 
tremendous outbreak of gambling..." in the capital city during the debate on the 1895 
Suppression of GambUng Bill.*^* This Bill, which became the Suppression of Gambling 
Act of 1895, was in part an initiative of the moral reform movement designed to thwart 
George Adams' burgeoning lottery empire (Tattersalls) in Queensland.*'^  Another 
principal purpose of the Act was to outlaw youth gambling, especially in the betting 
shops that had emerged in the city, by forbidding males and females under twenty-one 
years of age from gambling. 
Viewed as controversial in parts, there was little disagreement regarding the provisions 
of the Act relating to combating the supposed gambling proclivities of plebeian children 
and youth in Queensland, who were reported as gambling openly in the city's back 
alleys and streets, railway carriages, vacant allotments and paddocks, football matches 
and at horse racing venues such as Breakfast Creek and the Brisbane Cricket Ground.*'^  
Certainly, credence was given to the case for presenting youth gambling as a mounting 
problem in the metropolis in the late Victorian and Edwardian period with the 
appearance in court of youths charged with gambling, or mentioned in court 
proceedings as present in unsavoury gambling 'dens' Thus, moral reformers recoiled in 
'*' QPD, vol. Ixxiii, 1895, p. 161. 
"^ An Act for the Suppression of Gambling (59 Vic. No. 9). Short titied the Suppression of Gambling Act 
0/1895. Trevor Wilson, The Luck of the Draw: A century of TattersalV s sweeps, 1881-1981, South 
Yarra, Wilson, 1980. 
"^ Representative of public opinion on the Bill was the correspondence received by the Courier. See for 
example, BC, 4 July 1895, p. 2, 16 July 1895, p. 7,17 July 1895, p. 3, 26 July 1895, p. 6, 6 August 1895, 
p. 7,23 August 1895, p. 6. Particularly controversial was the exemption of religious institutions and the 
Queensland Turf Club (hereafter, QTC) controlled horse racing totalisator system, which had been 
legitimated with the passage oiAn Act to Restrict the Use ofTotalisators to Racecourses (53 Vic. No. 2). 
Short titied the Totalisator Restriction Act of 1889.The faith in the moral superiority of those of 'social 
position' extended to gambling on horse racing, where for instance the QTC were exempted firom the 
restrictions of the Totalisator Act due to the pedigree of persons on its management committee and of its 
membership generally. See the debate on the Totalisator Restriction Bill in QPD, vols Ivi, Ivii, 1889, pp. 
400, 595 respectively. For religious and secular based opposition to such exemptions see QCWMJ, 1 
January 1889, pp. 2-3; QES, 13 July 1878, p. 16; Boomerang, 16 March 1889, p. 5; Worker, 28 October 
1893, p. 2,14 October 1899, p. 5,18 March 1905, p. 3; EO, 24 October 1893, p. 4; QPD, vol. Ivii, 1889, 
pp. 401, 598, vol. Ixviii, 1892, p. 1115, vol. Ixxiii, 1895, pp. 169,181, 265, vol. Ixxxv, 1900, p. 1073, 
vol. xcviii, 1906, pp. 2162-2163. 
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horror at evidence given at the Police Court by youths charged with gambUng in Kent 
Street, Fortitude Valley, on 4 September 1887 *''* Infinitely more shocking, given the 
racial overtones, was the knowledge of youth gambling in the 'sordid' Chinese 
gambUng houses in Frog's Hollow. In early June 1891, a series of raids on Chinese 
gambling "dens" in the underclass area of Albert and Mary Streets took place. Some 
sixty-seven men were arrested, many of Anglo-Celtic extraction. On appearing before 
the court police magistrate, PhilUp Pinnock, expressed his outi-age at their activities and 
the existence of the "dens" and the temptation they offered to "children of the sti-eet."*'^  
It is, however, difficult not to conclude that much of the moral reform movement's 
discourse on gambling in the city and throughout Queensland was exaggerated, and not 
always unintentionally. Notwithstanding this, research does reveal that with the growth 
of the city in terms of population and space from the 1880s, venues and incidents of 
illicit gambling increased concomitantiy. The establishment of such zones for wagering 
and betting was undergirded by the generally high level of prosperity evident in the 
1880s, drawing the comment from British horse racing pundit, Nat Gould, that at this 
time he had never seen "... money spent so freely anywhere as in Brisbane."*'^ 
Even the city's principal thoroughfare. Queen Street, housed numerous tobacconist 
shops - sometimes referred to as "... the lower gambling shops" due to their 
predominantly working class patronage - offering gambling opportunities in the forms 
of consultations and sweepstakes, and also replete with crade totaUsators deployed to 
enable illicit gambling on horse races and other sporting contests.*'^ Commentators also 
""£0 , 15 September 1887, p. 5. 
"^£0 ,4 June 1891, p. 2. 
Nat Gould, Town and Bush: Stray notes on Australia, Harmondsworth, Penguin, 1974, p. 60. 
Originally published by Routiedge in 1896. 
197 Week, 27 April 1889, p. 13; BC, 20 July 1893, p. 2; QPD, vol. Ivi, 1889, p. 80, vol. Ivii, 1889, pp. 
395, 598, vol. Ixx, 1893, p. 1056, vol. Ixxi, 1894, p. 636, vol. Ixxiii, 1895, pp. 162, 165. The moral 
reform movement denounced gambling on sports matches fiercely. Dr Bevan addressing the faitiiful at the 
Albert Street Wesleyan Church intoned diat he knew no "deeper degradation" tiian the baneful influences 
emanating from gambling on sports events. EO, 28 October 1892, p. 6. See also criticisms of "gas-light 
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claimed that even in dayUght hours "card sharpers" could be seen plying their trade 
brazenly in Queen Street.*'* Further, in the estimation of at least one writer, Brisbane, 
more than any other town in the British Empire, offered oppormnities for street 
gambling on sporting events, particularly in the tobacconist's shops located in the major 
streets of the city.*'' These venues drew the ire of the moral reform movement as they 
were beUeved especially to encourage youth gambling.^°° 
Following the passage of the Suppression of Gambling Act, the police conducted 
regular raids on betting shops in the inner city and inner suburbs in an effort to rid them 
of the "problem' However, despite the actions of the local police, gambling - legal and 
illegal - continued unabated throughout the period under consideration. Raids by the 
police on so-called gambling haunts became quite frequent from the mid-1890s, 
enabled by anti-gambling legislation already in place and when city council by-laws 
relating to gaming houses were transgressed.^ ^* As with European operated betting 
shops, Chinese gambling "dens" in Frog's Hollow were subject to numerous police 
raids, which, as in the case of European betting shops, signally failed to eradicate 
them.^ °^ The efforts of the police were thwarted largely due to the resistance of the 
plebeian participants in public and semi-public gambling. As was the case with illicit 
drinking, the poUce were often out-smarted by surveillance systems established to warn 
the players of their encroachment, as alluded to by WG Cahill, Commissioner of Police 
in his annual report for 1913: 
The police throughout the State have exercised a proper vigilance for the purpose 
of checking Gambling, and wherever breaches of the law have been detected 
sports", which were pedestrian meets and Sheffield Handicaps held usually on weeknights at the Brisbane 
Cricket Ground in CC, 1 July 1904, p. 178,1 September 1904, p. 21. 
"* Week, 4 February 1882, p. 103. 
" ' £ 0 , 2 8 June 1889, p. 7. 
^ QPD, vol. Ivi, 1889, p. 80, vol. Ivii, 1889, pp. 395, 598, vol. Ixx, 1893, p. 1056, vol. Ixxi, 1894, p. 
636, vol. bcxiii, 1895, pp. 162,165. 
^°' Week, 21 October 1882, p. 392. 
^^ Week, 1 April 1877, p. 434,18 June 1881, p. 584, 30 October 1886, p. 23; EO, 4 June 1891, p. 2; 
'Report of the Commissioner of Police for die Year 1906', QPP, vol. 2,1907, p. 274. 
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proceedings have been successfully taken against the offenders. It has, however, 
been very difficult in many cases to obtain evidence sufficient for a conviction in 
consequence of the elaborate methods adopted by the proprietors of gambling 
dens and 'Two-up' schools to prevent detection, and the strong support afforded 
these people by the regular attendants at such places.^ °^ 
The Sabbatarian Movement 
The Sabbatarian lobby remained a vital force in the societal debates on popular culture, 
recreation and leisure throughout the late Victorian and early Edwardian years in 
Brisbane. Indeed, one student of the moral campaigns of the period has claimed; "No 
other aspect of the behaviour of their feUow countrymen was of more interest to 
nineteenth-century moral reformers than what they did on Sundays."^"'* Moral reformers 
viewed observance of the Sabbath as sacrosanct in the late Victorian and Edwardian 
years.^ °^ For instance, the Queensland Christian Witness declared in an article titled 
'On Sabbath Observance': 
Our moral well-being is largely bound up with the preservation of our Christian 
day of rest, the day of quiet and worship. It is one of the pillars of religion, for it 
supplies the supreme oppormnity for its culmre, nourishment and spread. Destroy 
the sacred character of Sunday, let us loose from its observance the elements 
which characterize it as the 'Lord's Day', and the interests of religion will receive 
a severe blow...^°^ 
^^ 'Report of die Commissioner of Police for the Year 1913, QPP, vol. 2, 1914, p. 269, 'Report of die 
Commissioner of Police for the Year 1907', QPP, vol. 2, 1908, p. 927, 'Report of tiie Commissioner of 
Police for the Year 1914', QPP, vol. 2, 1915, p. 506. 
204 Bradley, The Call to Seriousness, p. 103. 
205 For coverage of the Sabbatarian movement from the commencement of white colonisation to tiie 
middle of die nineteenth century in Australia see Gregory Haines, 'SUNDAY - As it has been confected', 
Australasian Catholic Record, vol. Ixi, no. 1, January 1984, pp. 3-17. A brief overview of the 
phenomenon in die Austi-alian context between 1860 and 1930 appears in HR Jackson's, Churches and 
People in Australia and New Zealand 1860-1930, Wellington, Allen and Unwin/Port Nicholson Press, 
1987, pp. 167-173. The Sabbatarian movement in 1880s Sydney is treated in excellent fashion by Walter 
Phillips, 'The Churches and the Sunday Question in Sydney in the 1880s', Journal of Religious History, 
vol. 6, no. 1, June 1970, pp. 41-61. 
°^* QCWMJ, 31 August 1895, p. 1. 
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The Anglican Church, which later developed, along with the Roman Catholic Church, a 
more liberal position on Sunday recreation, initiated Queensland's the first organisation 
for promoting Sabbath observance in September 1876 in the form of the Lord's Day 
Observance Society.^ "^ Passing through alternating periods of lethargy and activity the 
Society eventually collapsed in 1890 for want of active support.^ "* In all probability the 
demise of the Society reflected a trajectory within this church towards a more liberal 
conception of the Sabbath in relation to the pursuit of recreation, which had become 
evident by 1914. Without doubt there was a broad base of support among all classes, 
genders and ethnic groupings in Brisbane for Sunday recreation in the late colonial and 
early post-colonial Queensland periods, as testified to by the very 'proper' Queensland 
Lawn Tennis Association's decision in 1913 to open their courts at Auchenflower for 
play on the "holy day".^°' In the interim the non-conformist churches in the main 
agitated against all manner of 'profane' leisure activity taking place on Sundays.^'" 
207 Week, 23 September 1876, p. 345. 
°^* QES, 12 October 1878, p. 173; Week, 14 August 1886, p. 25, Queenslander, 25 September 1886, p. 
490, 23 October 1886, p. 651; £0 , 30 September 1890, p. 4. 
™ CHC, 6 August 1913, p. 8, 25 Febniary 1914, p. 7; DS, 11 Febmary 1914, p. 4; BC, 11, 16, 20, 25 
Febmary 1914, pp. 4, 7,4, 7 respectively, 5 March 1914, p. 6. 
^'° On matters sporting and related, complaints over Sunday cricket can be found at H0M/J2, General 
Correspondence, in-letter 03350 of March 7 1904, Matthew White, Inspector 2/Class to Commissioner of 
Police, 2 February 2 1904. QSA. On opposition to Sunday football are registered in the BC, 21 May 1912, 
p. 3. In the years 1913-1914 an acrimonious public debate over playing lawn tennis on Sundays erupted 
between the Queensland Lawn Tennis Association and the Reverend GE Rowe of the Albert Street 
Metiiodist Church. See for example, CHC, 6 August 1913, p. 8, 25 February 1914, p. 7; DS, 11 Febmary 
1914, p. 4; BC, 11,16,20,25 February 1914, pp. 4,7,4,7 respectively, 5 March 1914, p. 6. Bicycling 
on Sundays was perennially criticised ft-omtiie 1880s, BC, 24 May 1884, p. 2. The editor of die QES, 12 
June 1885, p. 968, attacked the spending of time on Sunday at recreational fishing on Moreton Bay 1885. 
Games of handball played on Sundays in South Brisbane raised the ire of soudi side Sabbatarians. Liquor 
Inquiry Report, 1901, pp. 1113 no 32808,1114 no 32843. On enjoying music outside church see 
Queenslander, 11 May 1889, p. 876; BC, 11, 25, 28 March 1893, pp. 4, 6,7 respectively. Opposition to 
picnics can be located in the DO, 19 March 1892, p. 6. Agitation against the Sunday opening of the Art 
Gallery and Museum is covered in QES, 17 September 1881, p. 139; BC, 4 August 1906, p. 4. Concems 
over the opening of these institutions on Sundays had been fostered initially by the decision in March 
1878 of the New South Wales parliament to open the Sydney museum and public library on Sunday 
afternoons, much to the chagrin of the churches. Phillips, Defending a "Christian Country ", p. 4. On the 
Association's decision see QES, 10 December 1886, p. 495. On their opposition to Sunday labouring see 
QES, 27 September 1879, p. 153, 23 October 1880, p. 197, 15 April 1882, p. 509, Week, 19 March 1887, 
pp. 16-17, Queenslander, 9 April 1887, p. 580, DO, 26 July 1887, p. 3, EO, 24 August 1887, p. 5. 
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However, it would be a mistake to judge the Sabbatarian movement irrelevant when 
considering its relationship with the governmental and political spheres, as Ronald 
Lawson unfortunately does in his paper on the poUtical influence of the churches in 
Queensland during the 1890s.^" The salient fact remains that despite popular antipathy 
no government from Separation in 1859 until well beyond the date at which this 
dissertation terminates revoked the statutory manifestation of the Sabbatarian 
movement - the Sunday Observance Act o/1841 .^ '^  A compelling reason that may be 
proffered for this apparent anomaly is that the Christian Sabbath, or more correctly the 
Protestant non-conformist version of it in the antipodes, was ideologically built into 
what was a hegemonic ideational code of social respectability, which still resonated 
strongly in governing circles between the 1880s and 1914. Some evidence of tiie real 
existence and influence of this code can be gleaned, for instance, in the Anglican 
Church's official public opposition to Sunday football matches in 1905, despite its 
unofficial toleration of such activity providing they did not interfere with church 
attendance. ^^^ 
Further, and of great importance in explaining the tenacity of Sabbatarianism as 
something more than an obsolete concept, the Sabbatarian, anti-gambling and most 
significantiy, temperance movements from the 1880s became interlaced in terms of 
personnel and praxis. '^'* Drawn together on the basis of inter alia the vexed question of 
^" Lawson, 'The Political Influence' 
'^^  The Sabbatarian clauses in the various Queensland's liquor acts also remained hardly touched in the 
period. See the Publicans' Act of 1863; An Act to Consolidate and Amend the Laws relating to the Sale 
of Intoxicating Liquors by Retail, and for other purposes connected therewith (49 Vic. No. 18). Short 
titied the Licensing Act o/1885 (hereafter, the Licensing Act); An Act to Amend the Laws relating to the 
Sale of Intoxicating Liquor and to Amend "The Licensing Act of 1885." (50 Vic. No. 30). Short titled the 
Liquor Act <?/1886 (hereafter, the Liquor Act, 1886); An Act to Amend the Laws relating to the Sale of 
Intoxicating Liquor by making better provision for the Registration and Control of Clubs (4 Edw. VII. 
No. 19). Short titied die Registration of Clubs Act of 1904 (hereafter, die Registration of Clubs Act); An 
Act to Consolidate and Amend the Laws relating to the Sale of Intoxicating Liquor, and for other 
purposes connected therewith (3 Geo. V. No. 29). Short titied tiie Liquor Act of 1912 (hereafter, the 
Liquor Act, 1912). 
'^^  CC, 2 October 1905, pp. 33-34. 
'^'' For commentary on Sunday gambling see QPD, vol. Ixxiii, 1895, p.l81. See also the evidence given to 
the commissioners accessible in the Liquor Inquiry Report, 1901, p. 1111, nos 32799-32803. 
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Sunday drinking and the emergence of male working class social clubs, this far from 
disparate moral reform lobby acted in concert to agitate publicly, organise deputations 
to parliament, administer petitions and influence individual politicians (see chapter 
two). 
The Liquor Trade 
In his doctoral dissertation on 'Church and State: A case-smdy of Queensland to 1918', 
Brace Upham claims that "Of all the moral questions, it was excessive drinking which 
caused the most persistent concem in both Catholic and Protestant church circles."^*^ 
For sure, this is a hard conclusion to avoid following consideration of the plethora of 
evidence generated within the churches castigating the evils of the 'liquor trade' in 
Queensland. Indeed, two prominent English visitors to Brisbane, both of whom penned 
accounts of their sojourns in the capital, thought the hard drinking customs of the city 
deserving of mention. Harold Finch Hatton noted disdainfully: 
The amount of hard steady drinking that goes on... is quite astonishing.... 
Bankers and business men, legislators and lawyers, doctors and tradesmen, they 
all make a practice of every now and then deserting their business and sallying 
forth to the nearest bar for a drink.... At whatever hour of the day a man meets 
another whom he has not seen for say twelve hours, etiquette requires that he shall 
incontinently invite him to come and drink. This is a custom that pervades every 
class in the colony, and cannot be departed from without something more than a 
breach of good manners. 
The traveller, James Inglis, remarked of Brisbane in the late 1870s that "At every street 
comer nearly there is a bar, and lounging round it invariably three or four bronzed hardy 
'^^  Bruce W Upham, 'Church and State: A case-study of Queensland to 1918', PhD thesis. University of 
Queensland, 1993, p. 227. Despite the generally more tolerant attitude to drinking among its flock, the 
Catholic Total Abstinence Society, St Joseph's Temperance Society and the Brisbane Temperance 
Society and the League of the Cross were established in parishes and gathered Catholic abstainers 
together. Thompson contends, however, diat Catholic priests did not support die temperance or 
Sabbatarian movements. Thompson, Religion in Australia, p. 26. See also. Week, 17 August 1878, p. 
237; Lawson, 'An Analysis of Brisbane Society in die 1890s', p. 419. 
'^* Hatton, Advance Australia, p. 316. 
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raffians in cabbage-tree hats and shirt-sleeves."^*' The moral reform movement, both 
within and without the churches, echoed voluminously the concems expressed by Finch 
Hatton and Inglis. The opportunities for consuming Uquor in Brisbane were plentiful, 
not least due to the number of public houses operating within the city and inner-
suburban districts. In 1891, for instance, there were 102 hotels in the Brisbane 
metropolitan area, or one for every 996 persons.^ ** Ten years later the licensing 
statistics report that there were 146 licensed houses and thirteen clubs operating within 
the boundaries of the Brisbane Ucensing district alone. These establishments, along with 
the ever-present illicit "sly grog" shanties and other suspect estabUshments like oyster 
saloons, soft-drink shops (milk bars) and frait sellers, were located overwhelmingly in 
219 
the working class districts near and within the city centre. 
Littie wonder then that GJ Chapel, "a travelled Anglo-American" writing of his time 
spent in the city in 1895, termed Brisbane "the city of hotels" .^ °^ Further, one smdent of 
the 'rough' working class neighbourhood of Spring Hill refers to the abundance of 
public houses within the locale prior to 1914. Along with Parish's on the comer of 
Wickham Terrace, there was Charley O'Brien*s on the western comer of Little Edward 
Street, the Sir John Young on the eastern comer of Hope Street, the Royal Oak in 
Wharf Street, Halloran's Alliance Hotel and Staheli's Diggers' Arms in Boundary 
Street and the Spring Hill Tavern, located at the comer of Fortescue Street and York 
Parade.^ '^ Spring Hill was far from exceptional, with working class neighbourhoods 
generally being well-supplied with venues for imbibing liquor. 
'^^  Inglis, Our Australian Cousins, p. 40. 
'^* Lawson, 'An Analysis of Brisbane Society in die 1890s', p. 346. 
^" Liquor Inquiry Report, 1901, pp. 856 no. 25642, 863 nos 25842-25844, 939 nos 28201-28207. 
^^ ° Lawson, 'An Analysis of Brisbane Society in die 1890s', p. 416. 
^^ ' Todd, 'Spring Hill's Early Development', p. 20. The "sly grog" phenomenon involved the production 
of alcohol through the use of illicit stills with the alcohol paid for and consumed in unlicensed premises -
usually the distillers kitchen or shed. For instances of "sly grogging" see Liquor Inquiry Report, 1901, pp. 
816 nos 24407-24412, 822 nos 24591-24596, 840 nos 25160-25162, 867-868 nos 26008-26012, 88o'no. 
26456, 884 no. 26563, 904 nos 27212-27213, 923 nos 27778-27779. 
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Adult males of all classes in Brisbane were believed to have been (overly) fond of a 
'drop' However, the inducement to drink was believed by temperance reformers to be 
felt more keenly in plebeian circles, being stimulated by publicans through attractions 
such as cheap counter lunches, which were seen as an "unsavoury temptation" and the 
"... greatest curse that ever came in the way of the working man."^ ^^ Historian, Ronald 
Lawson concurs with this sentiment, echoing contemporary opinion that heavy drinking 
was more pronounced in plebeian circles, stating rather bluntly that, "Drankenness was 
widespread among the working classes... Liquor was a special problem with the 
working-class Irish..."^^' Commenting to the contrary was visiting EngUshman, REN 
Twopeny, who identified the city's upper classes as notable for dissipation and 
drankenness. However, accounts of public drankenness involving the middle class 
and elite on Brisbane were rare by the 1880s, probably due to their practice of 
preferring to tope within the privacy of club and/ or home.^ ^^ 
As with the scenario of "succumbing to temptation", be it in the realm of sexual 
licentiousness, gambling or Sabbath 'desecration', the moral reform movement 
contended that the working class revealed the least discipline and the greatest penchant 
for drankenness, both public and private. The leadership of the labour movement, 
conscious of maintaining a 'respectable' image, was just as scathing of male plebeian 
drinking customs and behaviour as more conservative elements among the moral 
reform lobby. It did, at least, attempt to explain working class drinking pattems as a 
product of social circumstance, as was the case with the supposed gambling habits of 
the 'lower orders' 
^" CHC, 22 November 1911, p. 6. 
^^ ^ Lawson, "An Analysis of Brisbane Society in die 1890s', p. 416. 
^" Twopeny, Town Life in Australia, p. 125; QPD, vol. cix, 1911, pp. 1627-1628. 
^^ Lawson, 'An Analysis of Brisbane Society in tiie 1890s', p. 278. 
37 
Chapter One 
Sex. Sin. Liquor 
The Labor leadership saw the "working man" as a victim of the twin evils of the 
brewing industry and an iniquitous social and economic system.^ ^^ Moreover, 
throughout the 1890s virmally all the leadership of the party in Queensland were total 
abstainers .^ ^^  Now, while concurring with the organised labour movement on the 
socially detrimental impact of alcohol consumption, including domestic misery, 
pauperism, "lunacy" and crime, the liberal and conservative sections of the moral 
reform movement tended to emphasise personal responsibility and discipline as an 
antidote to drankenness rather than finding 'excuses' in the alienating ambience of 
capitalist social relations.^ ^* For example, conservative politician and merchant, James 
Forsyth, argued that rather than the enervating effects of modem industrial life being 
the cause for drinking the real reason actually lay in the prosperity created by this 
system of production and exchange, with shorter working hours leading to more time 
spent frequenting the public house.^ ^^ 
Another reason posited for the attraction of the public house to working class males was 
centred on sexual opportunity. Other commentators speculated on working class male 
drinking at pubUc houses in Brisbane as being precipitated by the presence of that icon 
of sexual 'promise' - the 'handsome' barmaid.^ ^° The temperance movement in 
For example, between 1908 and 1911 the average value to state revenue deriving from licenses for the 
sale of beer, stout and spiritous liquors alone was £42 447 per annum. 'Statistics of tiie Liquor Traffic', 
gPP.vol. 3, 1911-1912, p. 1336. 
^^ ^ Rayner, 'The Evolution of the Queensland Labour Party (to 1907)', pp. 35-36,109; 'Appendix A', in 
Murphy, Joyce and Hughes, (eds). Prelude to Power, pp. 270-271, 267. In 1893 all seventeen Labor 
members of the Queensland parliament were total abstainers. David Green and Lawrence Cromwell, 
Mutual Aid or Welfare State: Australia's Friendly Societies, Sydney, George Allen & Unwin, 1984, p. 
26. Leading identity in the labour movement, Albert Hinchcliffe, was a well-known militant teetotaller 
and was very active in die lOR Tent No. 12. 'Annual District Meeting of die Independent Order of 
Rechabites, Held in Oddfellow's Hall, Charlotte Street, Brisbane, on Good Friday, March 30-31 1888', 
Biennial District Council Minutes 30 Mar 1888 - 16 Apr 1954. OMGZ/2/1-4, 1. JOL. See also Rodney 
Sullivan, 'Hinchcliffe, Albert (1860-1935)', ADB, vol. 9,1891-1939, pp. 302-303. 
228 Queenslander, 19 July 1884, p. 118; 'Report of the Commissioner of Police for the Year 1897', QVP, 
vol. 1, 1898, p. 633; QPD, vol. xciii, 1904, pp. 764,769-770; Stephen Garton, '"Once a Dmnkard' 
Always a Dmnkard": Social reform and the problem of "habittial dmnkenness" in Austt-alia, 1880-1914' 
Labour History, no. 53, November 1987, pp. 38-53. 
^ '^ QPD, vol. xciii, 1904, p. 765. 
The phenomenon of die barmaid as an object of illicit sexuality was the subject of public disquisition 
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"Free Lunch at Greave's Hotel, Brisbane, 11am Any Day" 
Source: Queensland Figaro, 16 April 1887, p. 625. 
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general, which emerged from within the broader moral reform milieu in Queensland, 
and especially Brisbane, reflected this more conservative approach to the supposed 
nexus between alcohol consumption and 'immorality' 
Similar to the scenario with middle class and elite men, if women from the upper 
echelons imbibed alcohol to excess in pubUc it went unreported. The same cannot be 
said, however, for women from lower social strata. Reputedly it was common to find 
such women tippling in the city's wineshops, licensed grocery stores and even, it was 
claimed, secret purpose-built bars for women only in Fortimde Valley!^ ^^ Working and 
underclass women, the evidence suggests, joined their youthful confreres as 'problems' 
scratinised by moral guardian agencies like the Society for the Prevention of Craelty. 
Edgar Foreman - an inspector in the late 1890s - describes one of the reasons for what 
he considered maternal neglect of children, claiming "As the hotels were kept open late 
plenty of mothers would sit drinking in the back rooms of the hotels, while their 
children would be playing in the streets. A lot of children sold flowers, while others 
would sing, thus getting money which their mothers would spend in drink."^^^ 
Foreman's complaint about the public (and secretive) drinking proclivities of plebeian 
females was reiterated throughout the period by the moral reform lobby, reaching its 
zenith with the unsuccessful inclusion of a clause in the 1912 Liquor Bill prohibiting 
during parliamentary debates on the 'liquor question' The debates on the various liquor bUls and 
amending bills are particularly instructive sources, constituting reflections of concem over the putatively 
sexual ambience generated through the interaction of young (and not so young) male patrons and 
barmaids in the city's public houses. The first occasion on which the abolition of barmaids was raised in 
parliament was the debate on the Licensing Bill in 1885. See, QPD, vols, xlvi-xlvii, 1885, vol. Ixi, 1890, 
vol. cix, 1911, vol. cxiii, 1912; Liquor Inquiry Report, 1901, pp. 826, nos 24729-24733, 24759-24762, 
973, nos 29019-29022, 1028, nos 30699-30704, 1029, nos 30751-30759, 1091, no. 32117, 1092, nos 
32155-32163, 1129-1130, nos 33248-33258, 1131, nos 33290-33298, 1132-1133, nos 33372-33377; 
Gray, 'Liquor and Polities', p. 43; Diane Kirkby, Barmaids: A history of women's work in pubs, 
Melboume, Cambridge University Press, 1997. 
" ' Liquor Inquiry Report, 1901, pp. 909 no. 27378, 1094 nos 32191-32194; QPD, vol. cix, 1911, p. 
1516, vol. ex, 1911, pp.2153-2156, vol. cxiii, 1912, p. 2563. 
^^ ^ Edgar Foreman, The History and Adventures of a Queensland Pioneer, Brisbane, Exchange, 1928, p. 
187. 
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women imbibing alcohol in public space, including hotel bars.^ ^^ This stracmre was 
aimed at young women in particular as it was argued that during this stage in the life 
cycle bad habits were learned and became ingrained, making them difficult to 
circumvent.^ '^* The 'anti-drink' lobby also contended that during late adolescence, the 
period of the life cycle noted for sturm and drang (storm and stress), the individual's 
capacity to negotiate its pitfalls and challenges was constantiy being undermined by 
temptations to gamble, indulge in 'premamre' sexual license and engage in perhaps the 
greatest temptation of all in the form of under aged drinking in Brisbane's "Gilded 
palaces" "^ 
Leading British "boyologist", JW Slaughter, would have concurred. He was 
unequivocal on the consequences of youthful recourse to alcoholic beverages, declaring 
the youth is the period "... when habits of alcoholism are initiated and established...", 
the reasons being an adolescent desire for revolt, the expansion of personality, 
'intensification of life', and a heightened sense of desire (at least temporarily) elicited 
by liquor.^ ^^ Such warnings to parents and youths alike on the moral dangerousness of 
youth drinking (and even the danger of seeing the inside of a public house) were 
abundant between 1880 and 1914.^ ^^  Undoubtedly there were, as in the case of 
gambling, many instances of youths proven to be drank around the city and inner 
suburban bars.^ ^* 
^" Liquor Inquiry Report, 1901, pp. 831 nos 24887-24893, 823 nos 24611-24612, 837-838 nos 25064-
25065, 913 no. 27494,1076 nos 31792-31796, 1078 no. 31823, 1088 nos 32054-30255; 1155 no. 33962, 
1178 no. 34593; QPD, vol. Ixii, 1890, p. 1965, vol. cxiii, 1912, pp. 2374-2375, 2411, 2414, 2568. The 
clause was struck out following protests that it was a dire infringement of personal liberty. QPD, vol. ex, 
1911, pp. 2154-2155. 
^^ ^ Liquor Inquiry Report, 1901, p. 1174 nos 8910-8911. 
^^ ^ Liquor Inquiry Report, 1901, p. 1112 no. 32824; gPD, vol. xlvii, 1885, p. 967, vol. xciii, 1904 p 
764.vol.cx, 1911,p. 2892. 
^^ * Slaughter, The Adolescent, p. 62. 
^" Liquor Inquiry Report, 1901, pp. 1093 nos 32168-32169, 1119 no. 33000, 1142 no. 33634; QPD vol 
xlvi, 1885, pp. 141,309. 
^^'Liquor Inquiry Report, 1901, pp. 1160 no. 34096, 1162 no. 34135; gPD, vol. cxiii, 1912, p. 2107, 
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While the numerous organisations promoting temperance included those with 
predominantiy 'respectable' working class membership, the majority were based in the 
evangelical churches with a leadership drawn from the capital city's bourgeoisie and 
petit-bourgeoisie. More accurately described as propounding total abstinence rather 
than a temperate approach to alcohol consumption, Brisbane's anti-liquor movement 
ranged from sponsoring 'single issue' campaigns, such as the attempt to instigate an 
"anti-shouting" society, to long-ranning highly-organised crasades against the "demon 
drink" led by the vibrant temperance societies and associations that emerged from the 
1840s. Despite making a solid beginning the temperance movement floundered 
throughout the 1850s and 1860s to be revived in the 1870s with the foundation of 
church-based temperance societies such as the Presbyterian Committee on 
Intemperance.^ '*" 
Much of this rejuvenation in the movement occurred under the able leadership of John 
McLean - the undisputed leader of the Liberal parUamentary temperance faction in that 
decade - who led the unsuccessful push to introduce temperance legislation in the late 
1870s. However, the failure of the McLean led attempt to have temperance legislation 
placed on the stamte book deflated the movement, reflected in the Brisbane 
Temperance Society's languishing state in the early 1880s. 
In 1882, according to the Baptist Queensland Freeman, this simation began to reverse 
with an Episcopalian led 'temperance drive' under the able leadership of the Reverend 
Alden. The strategy for rejuvenating the temperance movement adopted by Alden was 
centered on the initiation of the Blue Ribbon Army, church-based temperance societies 
and "anti-shouting societies" '^*' By the beginning of 1884 the leadership of the 
temperance movement had passed to John Clark, a leading Brisbane-based evangelist 
vol. cxviii, 1914, p. 1224. 
^ '^ On the suggested formation of "anti-shouting societies" see QPD, vol. cix, 1911, pp. 1638, 1642. 
^° Upham, 'Church and State', p. 227. 
^ ' QFreeman, 15 July 1882, pp. 3-4. 
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and President of the Blue Ribbon Association.^ '*^ The newfound vibrancy of Brisbane's 
temperance movement was reflected in the press, with the Week publishing a regular 
column titied "Temperance Work" for example.^ '*^ Moreover, growing support for the 
cause within parliament was evident following the assumption of office in November 
1883 of the Liberal 'party' led by Samuel Walker Griffith. The 'party' numbered within 
its ranks a large and energetic section of Liberal parUamentarians committed to the 
244 
temperance cause. 
It is probable that the arrival of a government with a temperance profile acted as a 
stimulus to the temperance movement in the mid-1880s. Thus, in 1886 the Methodist, 
United Free Methodist and Presbyterian Churches declared for the principle of total 
abstinence. One year earlier the WCTU and the Church of England Temperance Society 
were inaugurated to engage in combat with the liquor industry.^ "*^  Prominent individuals 
within the Catholic hierarchy such as Archbishop Dunne recognised the grave problems 
for his charges occasioned by their heavy drinking. He, Uke others later, strongly 
^^ QES, 19 July 1884, p. 32. The Blue Ribbon Movement began in the United Kingdom in die late 
1870s. The Queensland Blue Ribbon Association was founded in July 1882 in Brisbane with John A 
Clark as President. Within two years it had branches in a number of towns throughout the colony and a 
membership of 4500. Like other temperance organisations it was devoted to securing the signing of the 
temperance pledge from individuals but its distinction from other organisations was that its adherents 
wore a blue ribbon conspicuously. Week, 16 August 1884, p. 152. 
^^ For example, see die Week, 28 May 1887, p. 26. 
^ The Liberal Ministry led by Griffith held office between 13 November 1883 and 13 June 1888 before 
being replaced by die short-lived conservative formation led by Thomas Mcllwraitii. Waterson, A 
Biographical Register, pp. 203-204. 
^ ' Low, 'Relations Between the Churches', p. 50. The Woman's Christian Temperance Union of 
Queensland was formed in die Academy of Music, Brisbane, on September 3 1885, witii Mrs W Steele as 
President, and remained an important part of the temperance lobby throughout the period considered in 
tiiis dissertation. The Union was initiated in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1874 and concerned itself intemationally 
widi a social reform agenda of which temperance formed one - albeit cenu-al - component. The Union 
also campaigned for the raising of the age of consent, the prohibition of narcotics such as opium, social 
purity and prison reform. AE Lather, A Glorious Heritage 1885-1965: History of the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union of Queensland, Brisbane, Women's Christian Temperance Union, 1966; Ian Tyrrell, 
Woman's World Woman'sEmpire: The Woman's Christian Temperance Union in international 
perspective. Chapel Hill, University of Nortii Carolina Press, 1991, 'International Aspects of the 
Women's Temperance Movement in Austi-alia: The influence of the American WCTU', Journal of 
Religious History, vol. 12, no. 3,1983, pp. 284-296. The Church of England Temperance Society was 
founded in 1885 but fell into abeyance during 1886. It was resuscitated at a meeting in the schoolroom of 
the Diocesan Chambers on November 8 1886. BC, 9 November 1886, p. 6. 
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supported the temperance societies that emerged within the CathoUc Church and 
umbrella bodies such as the League of the Cross.^ "*^  It is no exaggeration to claim that 
beginning in the mid-1880s the temperance movement became a constant and powerful 
part of the political and social landscapes of Queensland.^ '*' 
At the risk of over-simplifying matters it can be posited with justification that the issue 
of illicit Sunday trading in Brisbane's public houses provided the bedrock between the 
early 1880s and 1914 of the campaign for enforcing temperance within the 
metropolis.^ '** The issue provided the spark that rekindled interest in the temperance 
cause within the colony and constantly resurfaced to infuse militancy into the 
movement during the period. Stimulated by the advent of a sympathetic ministry, 
temperance advocates such as Samuel Grimes and John MacFarlane within the 
Legislative Assembly, supported in an extra-parliamentary capacity by a number of 
temperance organisations. These agencies included the Blue Ribbon Association or 
"Army", the International Order of Good Templars, with its juvenile wing, the 
Independent Order of Rechabites, a working class Friendly Society founded in 
Queensland in 1872 operating on temperance principles, and the Total Abstinence 
Council. 
All embarked upon a concerted campaign for the overhaul of liquor licensing legislation 
applying within the colony.^ '*^ This campaign, which began in July 1884, involved 
^* Lawson, 'An Analysis of Brisbane Society in the 1890s', p. 419. 
^^ Lawson, 'An Analysis of Brisbane Society in the 1890s', p. 421. 
^* Sunday opening of public houses for consumption of alcohol on the premises, except in the case of 
'bond fide travellers' and for persons requiring medical assistance, was forbidden under the Publicans' 
Act 0/1863, which allowed for publican's to open their premises on Sunday between lpm-3pm for die 
sale of liquor to be consumed off die premises only. Under the Publicans' Act normal opening hours, 
excluding Sundays, Good Friday and Christmas Day were 4am to 12pm. This statute repealed earlier 
legislation. 
^ ' For die temperance careers of Grimes and Macfarlane see respectively Waterson, A Biographical 
Register, pp. 75,116. The International Order of Good Templars originated in Nordi America in die first 
half of die nineteentii century as a working class temperance benefit society. The Order was first 
established in Queensland in Brisbane in 1871 as die "Hope of Queensland." In 1876 a Juvenile 
Department was formed. Grand Lodge Executive, Independent Order of Good Templars, Grand Lodge of 
Queensland, Jubilee Celebrations 1873-1923, Temperance Hall, Brisbane, Grand Lodge Executive, 
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deputations to the Colonial Secretary, engineering sympathetic press commentary, and 
hosting a number of public meetings to "... educate public opinion" on the subject of 
repeated contraventions of the licensing laws by Brisbane's publicans.^ 
Significantiy, various church-based temperance societies and Bands of Hope in the city 
and suburbs were rejuvenated. Another consequence was the founding of a Local 
Option League, a loose coalition of temperance bodies, which provided another focus 
for the anti-liquor campaign.^ ^^ The League was politically effective, although the local 
option provisions of the Licensing Act and its successors enabling the closing of hotels 
proved unpopular with ratepayers. However, in twenty-one of the twenty-five local 
option polls conducted in the metropoUtan area in the years 1890 to 1901, the 
ratepayers chose to freeze the number of public houses in the district. It is quite possible 
that such success was achieved, ironically, due in part to the efforts of local publicans 
keen to ward off competitors. 
By mid-18 85 the vitalised temperance movement was reaching a crescendo and the 
pressure on the Griffith Liberal government was such that his government acceded to 
placing a new Licensing Bill before the parliament. The announcement of the Bill 
sparked, in July and August, quite spectacular mass meetings held under the auspices of 
the Gospel Temperance Mission in support of the government. Central to this stage of 
1923; Week, 5 July 1884, p. 6, 26 July 1884, pp. 78-79; Queenslander, 26 July 1884, p. 156. The 
Independent Order of Rechabites was an international organisation that had been founded in Salford, 
England, for the promotion of temperance and dirift. The Queensland District of the Order was initiated 
on 24 May 1872 with branches, or Tents, at Brisbane and Ipswich. District Executive, Independent Order 
of Rechabites, Queensland District No. 87, Jubilee Souvenir 1872-1922, A Retrospect, Brisbane, District 
Executive, 1922. 
^^° Week, 4 October 1884, p. 327, 15 December 1884, p. 584, 24 January 1885, p. 80, 31 January 1885, 
p. 104, 11 April 1885, p. 344, 16 May 1885, p. 462; QES, 19 July 1884, p. 32. The Telegraph was the 
only local journal cautioning against what is considered over-optimism in relation to the power of 
legislation dealing with Sunday trading in public houses to diminish the drinking habits of the people of 
Brisbane or elsewhere in the colony. Telegraph, 15 July 1884, p. 6. 
^^ ' The Local Option League was formed at a meeting held in Temperance Hall on November 22 1884. 
Week, 29 November 1884, p. 512. The first Band of Hope was initiated in die United Kingdom in 1847, 
and thereafter spread rapidly both within the United Kingdom and the colonies. Deets Pickett, (ed.). The 
Cyclopaedia of Temperance, Prohibition and Public Morals, New York, The Methodist Book Concem, 
1917, pp. 59, 39. 
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the campaign was, in the two weeks preceding the Bill's introduction, a series of 
lecmres by the intemationally acclaimed temperance orator, Richard T Booth, who 
attracted large and enthusiastic audiences. Indeed, so persuasive was Booth that at one 
"monster" meeting in the Exhibition Buildings he secured six hundred new members 
for the Blue Ribbon movement. Contemporaneously, a highly organised flow of 
petitions beseeching the Legislative Assembly and Council to support the Bill arrived at 
parliament from the various Brisbane non-conformist denominations.^ ^^ 
After strenuous debate in both chambers the Licensing Act o/1885 - containing 137 
clauses - became operational from 1 January 1886, and constimted the first major piece 
of legislation dealing with the liquor trade since 1863. In effect and intention the Act 
consolidated minor legislation affecting the liquor industry and sought to 'modernise' 
and rationalise liquor licensing procedures, placing restrictions on publicans and on the 
drinking customs that prevailed at the time within the colony.^ '^* In the words of John 
Gray, an historian of the liquor trade in Queensland, the passage of the Act was, "... the 
climax of twenty-five years of legislation, parliamentary debate, political agitation and 
manoeuvring of interested parties."^^^ The Act prohibited at section 75(2) public houses 
to open their doors on Sunday, except to lodgers, bona fide travellers and victims of 
accident and illness and introduced local option into the colony in a manner regarded by 
prominent social commentator, W Pember Reeves, as the most advanced of its kind in 
Australia.^ ^^ 
"^ Week, 25 July 1885, pp. 81-82; 1 August 1885, p. 103. 
^^QPD, vol. xlv, 1885, p. 169; vol. xlvi, 1885, p. 343, vol. xlvi, 1885, p. 527, vol. xlvi, 1885, p. 557, vol. 
Ixvi, 1885, p. 609, vol. Ixvi, 1885, p. 637, vol. Ixvi, 1885, p. 749 and vol. Ixvi, 1885, p. 343 respectively. 
^^ The Licensing Act consolidated eight existing acts dealing with licensing measures. 
'^^  The Licensing Bill put before parliament in 1885 and the Licensing Act that emanated from it 
incorporated provisions and sentiments advanced in earlier bills introduced by either the government or 
by private members in the 1870s and early 1880s. For an analysis of die history of these pre-1885 bills 
see John Gray, 'Liquor and Politics 1859-1904: The parliamentary evolution of Queensland liquor 
legislation to 1904', BA Hons diesis, Department of History, University of Queensland, 1967, chapters 2, 
5, 6 pp. 12-26,49-62, 63-71 respectively. 
"* Reeves, State Experiments, p. 307. As intioduced initially tiie local option section of tiie Act made 
provision that on the petition of one-sixth of the ratepayers in a district a poll would be held to close all 
hotels in a district, reduce their number, or curtail the granting of any more licenses. However, the local 
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The passage of the Licensing Act fuelled the enthusiasm of the temperance movement, 
which for the remainder of the period under scratiny (in this dissertation) campaigned 
constantly against the liquor industi7 and drinking in general. Uideed, the impact of the 
temperance movement on the parliamentary sphere can be gauged to a degree in its 
success in fostering legislation in 1886,1904 and in 1912, which sought in part to close 
loopholes in prior Acts, so as to better prohibit the opening of public houses on Sunday 
to the general public. Aspects of this legislation will be discussed in the following 
chapter in relation to its effect on working class social clubs. The pressure exerted on 
the pariiament to adopt legislation - often against prevailing public sentiment - is 
testament to the influence of the temperance lobby as it developed and consolidated in 
the late 1880s and 1890s following its rebirth in the mid-1880s. 
Activists within this agency of the moral reform movement maintained tiieir agitation 
across a number of broad issues. One such issue was the implanting of the temperance 
message in the State Schools, where the daughters and sons of the 'lower orders' 
received their education. Despite their unpopularity with scholars in the years that 
followed, and concems being expressed at their unsuitability by at least one Senior 
District Inspector, the temperance movement in 1889 convinced the Minister for PubUc 
Instraction to include temperance lessons as part of the "object or general lessons" 
component of the syllabus. 
Success in the political arena was instramental in the decision of the plethora of 
Protestant temperance societies, based mainly in the capital, to inaugurate an umbrella 
organisation, the Queensland Temperance Alliance (QTA) in June 1896. The influence 
wielded by the QTA was undoubtedly great. Ronald Lawson, for example, writes that it 
option clauses proved in reality ineffectual, especially in the metropolis. This scheme had been advocated 
strongly by the temperance lobby since the mid-1870s. Lawson, 'An Analysis of Brisbane Society in the 
1890s', pp. 416-417; Gray, 'Liquor and Polities', chapter 6, pp. 63-71. 
^" 'Fourteendi Report of the Secretary for Public Instmction for the Year 1889', QVP, vol. 2,1890, p. 
1332; 'Nineteentii Report of the Secretary for Public Instmction for die Year 1894', QVP, vol. 1,1895, p. 
959. 
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was a formation "... with specifically political functions..." and the Methodist 
Reverend Dingle described it - with some exaggeration - as, "... one of the most 
powerful instimtions of its kind in the world."^^* Other umbrella-type agencies with a 
militant temperance message emerged contemporaneously with the QTA, such as the 
Prohibition League, but none challenged its hegemony in Brisbane as the leading anti-
liquor body in the colony/ state in the years prior to the outbreak of the First World 
War. It provided the leadership, dynamism and logistical support for a series of 
campaigns in the 1890s and early twentietii cenmry.^ ^^ 
By 1901 the membership of the combined temperance societies in Queensland was 
estimated at about 20 000, with the large increase in the number of adherents to the 
cause from the mid-1880s being occasioned by a number of factors. The QTA's 
leadership role has already been referred to. Orchestrated and highly visible pro-
temperance protests or "demonstrations" were fostered, particularly involving juveniles, 
such as in the 1893 Children's Temperance Demonstration, which attracted a crowd of 
4 000 to 5 000 children and adults to the Exhibition Building.^ ^° But perhaps the most 
salient factor in the expansion of the temperance organisations numerically and, 
concomitantly, their growing influence under the guidance of the QTA, was the 
continued defiance of the provisions of the Licensing Act forbidding pubUc house 
trading on the Sabbath. Chapter two will consider the campaign against male working 
class licensed social clubs, sparked by the registration of clubs in working class 
neighbourhoods and in the city centre following the advent of this 1885 legislation 
prohibiting "Sunday drinking." This campaign emerged, however, within a broader 
^^ * Lawson, 'An Analysis of Brisbane Society in die 1890s', pp. 417-418; RSC Dingle (ed.), Annals of 
Achievement: A review of Queensland Methodism 1847-1947, Brisbane, Queensland Book Depot, 1947, 
p. 133. One of the most significant developments in the temperance cause occurred in 1896, when on 26 
June the Queensland Temperance Alliance was inaugurated. John Bums MP LCC, Labour arui Drink: 
Lecture, Delivered in the Free Trade Hall, Manchester, on Monday, October 31", 1904, Brisbane, 
Queensland Temperance Alliance, 1905, inside cover. 
" ' Lawson, 'An Analysis of Brisbane Society in die 1890s', pp. 417-418; Independent Order of 
Rechabites, Queensland District No. 87, Biennial District Council Minutes 30 Mar 1888 - 16 Apr 1954, 
'Biennial Meeting of die District Council', 1908. OMGZ/2/1-4,2. JOL. 
^*°BC, 21 August 1893, p. 6. 
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context of temperance activists seeking to influence the State to enforce, with stringent 
policing, the clauses of the Licensing Act aimed at halting the opening of public houses 
illicitly on Sundays. 
The smrdy alliance of the Sabbatarian and temperance lobbies was forged effectively in 
the cracible of the anti-liquor campaign in the 1890s. Drinking customs were subjected 
to scratiny and, indeed, covert surveillance, by groups such as the Good Templars, 
which produced results of what was probably an accurate 'survey' conducted in the city 
centre revealing that the numbers entering public houses on the Sabbath ranged between 
one hundred and three hundred.^ ^^ Pressure was applied to the highest levels of 
government in the belief, held by moral reformers that in the decade following the 
Licensing Acfs introduction, the authorities charged with policing the Sunday 
prohibition clauses, particularly Home Secretary Horace Tozer and Police 
Commissioner DT Seymour, had been negligent in their duty. In 1895 the moral reform 
lobby was hopeful that Seymour's replacement, WE Parry-Okeden, would be more 
effectual in stamping out the illicit Sunday trade. 
However, despite a genuine attempt on his part to do this, apparent continued reticence 
on the part of Tozer, coupled with well-executed resistance strategies mounted by 
publicans and Sunday drinkers, foiled his best efforts, as can be gleaned from his annual 
departmental report for 1898: 
261 
Report of the Royal Commission Appointed to Inquire into the Constitution, Administration, and 
Working of the Criminal Investigation Branch of the Police Force of Queensland, as well as into the 
Relations Subsisting between such Branch and the Police Force generally: and also into the general 
Organisation, Distribution, Control, and Enrolment of such Police Force, including such Branch, and 
also the Discipline and Efficiency thereof and the System under which Promotions, Transfers, and 
Appointments are made therein; together with the Proceedings of the Commission and Appendices 
(hereafter. Police Inquiry Report, 1899), QVP, vol. 4, 1899, p. 751; Brisbane police estimated that in one 
public house in Brisbane's city centre between 70-100 persons were seen entering and leaving on a 
Sunday afternoon. 'Report of the Commissioner of Police for the Year 1890', QVP, vol. 2,1891, p. 105. 
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Many of the publicans have reduced their plan of operations for foiUng the poUce 
to a science. Paid pickets are employed, signal cords, bells, and other signs are 
used to give warning of the approach of the police. The Sunday liquor drinkers 
are bound by common ties to assist the publicans to defeat the law, and the 
subterfuges resorted to are grossly demoraUsing.^ ^^ 
Despite the difficulties experienced to curtail this plebeian drinking custom, temperance 
activism was pronounced towards the end of the 1890s, a result of the more sympathetic 
JFG Foxton becoming Home Secretary in 1898, and of the 'liquor problem' emerging 
as an issue in the 1899 election.^ ^^ 
Of course, the activism of the temperance movement was instramental in forging the 
context within which the election was taking place, as well as providing, to some 
degree, the stimulus for the 'liquor problem' becoming the subject of investigations by 
two commissions of inquiry. The first of these commissions of inquiry scratinising 
aspects of the liquor industry produced the Police Inquiry Report of 1899 followed in 
1901 by the voluminous Liquor Inquiry Report. The former report's recommendations 
supported the advocates of enhanced powers for police to enforce the liquor licensing 
laws in order to thwart the "public evil" of Sunday drinking, which were necessary 
apparently due to the prevalence of drankenness on Sundays in Brisbane.^^ 
Two years later a plethora of temperance activists again flocked to give evidence that 
would evenmally be published in the Liquor Inquiry Report; their story being a famiUar 
one. The temperance advocates among the witnesses portrayed the towns of 
Queensland, and Brisbane in particular, as in a constant state of liquor induced 
debauchery. However, the commissioners were unimpressed, releasing a majority report 
^" 'Report of die Commissioner of Police for die Year 1897'. QVP, vol. 1,1898, p. 633. 
^" Lawson, 'An Analysis of Brisbane Society in die 1890s', pp. 409,422-425. 
^" Police Inquiry Report, 1899, pp. 165,751-752. 
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in favour of limited opening hours for public houses on Sunday, a position so 
progressive that not until 1961 did this recommendation (and others) become law.^ ^^ 
The government in the aftermath of the report's pubUcation shelved its 
recommendations, despite being in tune with contemporary mores concerning 
Sabbatarianism. This was perhaps in response to the temperance lobby's intunediate 
reaction in the form of 107 petitions with 17 522 signamres opposing the 
reconunendations of the commissioners being deUvered to the Home Secretary's 
office.^ ^^ Much evidence given to the inquiry was critical of the 'club scene' in 
Brisbane. Moral reformers regarded the establishment of working class social clubs in 
the city since the Licensing Act less as venues for innocent sociality than as "dens" 
established to evade the spirit of the Act and for the pursuit of drinking, gambUng and 
ribaldry. 
This view underpinned a campaign, which was, interestingly, joined by both the 
Queensland Licensed Vicmallers' Association (QLVA) and temperance organisations, 
designed to annihilate male working class social clubs registered to provide inter alia 
liquor to members.^^' This campaign saw in 1903 the President of the QTA petitioning 
the government on the granting of Ucenses to clubs, warning of an "... alarming 
increase of clubs in this city" ^^ * 
By 1904 the "clubs question" reached a crescendo leading to the introduction of the 
Registration of Clubs Act of 1904, which sought to 'regulate' clubs formed by all 
classes but, in effect, legitimised middle class and elite clubs and demonised working 
^" Claire Clark Skerman, 'The Royal Commissions of Queensland 1859-1901', BA Hons thesis. 
Department of History, University of Queensland, 1962, p. 20. 
^^ * Lawson, 'An Analysis of Brisbane Society in the 1890s', pp. 422-423. 
The licensed victuallers formed an association to represent their trade interests in the latter part of 
1878 following a number of failed previous attempts. Week, 20 July 1878, p. 92, 2 November 1878 p 
620. 
*^* HOM/A44, Correspondence, in letter 4289 of 1903, President of the Queensland Temperance Alliance 
to the Home Secretary, 1 April 1903. QSA. 
50 
Chapter One 
Sex, Sin, Liquor 
class instimtions as 'unrespectable'. However, the criticisms levelled by moral 
reformers at working men's clubs and the prevalence of Sunday drinking continued in 
the years after the 1904 Act came into operation, peaking yet again in the introduction 
of legislation into parliament in 1911-12 intended, as had been the case some twenty-
six years earUer, in 1885, to overhaul the liquor system in the state and regulate or 
curtail the drinking customs - especially imbibing to excess and on Sundays -
identified with the pattems of sociability of Brisbane's 'lower echelons' ^ ^^  
Conclusion 
The preceding narrative has provided a context for the chapters that follow. As stated at 
the outset the aim of this chapter is not to present the definitive histories of the 'public 
evils' of drinking, "Sabbath desecration", gambling and sexual licentiousness in 
colonial and early post-colonial Queensland. Rather, I have endeavoured to delineate 
aspects of these practices as contexts fashioning the most potent of the anxieties and 
ti-epidation so keenly felt by moral reformers in Queensland, overwhelmingly based in 
Brisbane, which in the late colonial and early post-colonial period crystallised into an 
ensemble of individuals and organisations that has been termed the moral reform 
movement in this dissertation. These anxieties were often unrealistically founded for 
sure. Indeed, a body of opinion emerged within colony/ state at this time accusing them 
of grossly exaggerating the levels of 'immorality' occurring within the capital, a result 
of letting zealousness get the better of their judgement.^^" However, while this 
constituted an accurate analysis on many occasions it remains, as I have shown, that the 
bourgeois moral norms underpinning the evangelical Christian cosmology, hegemonic 
*^' 'Seventh Biennial Report of die Queensland District, No. 87, Independent Order of Rechabites, S.U., 
District Executives' Report', 1904, Independent Order of Rechabites, Queensland District No. 8, Biennial 
District Council Minutes 30 Mar 1888 - 16 Apr 1954. OMGZ/2/1-4,2. JOL. It is significant that no 
substantive debate took place in either die Assembly or the Council in 1911 and 1912 when clause 81(2) 
of what became the Liquor Act of 1912 was read in both chambers. This clause as published in the Act 
read "No licensed victualler or wine-seller shall keep his house open for die sale of liquor on Sundays..." 
The licensed victualler was only allowed legally to serve resident lodgers between 12.30pm and 2.30pm 
and the liquor had to be consumed with a meal. 
™ QPD, vol. cix, 1911, p. 1622, vol. cxiii, 1912, pp. 2564-2565,2570. 
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within the ranks of moral reform, were transgressed continuously during the decades 
1880 to 1914. Anyhow, for the purposes of this dissertation the veracity of the 
movement's claims is of lesser, if not secondary, importance than the fact that by-and-
large it held them to be accurate and provided the motivation for its activism. 
In the preceding pages it has also been made evident that the moral reform movement 
viewed plebeian popular culmre as a problem. Transgressive behaviour motivated by 
gender and age was, I contend, for the most part subsumed by an overarching theory, 
which stated that the 'lower orders', plebeian mass or working classes, demonstrated an 
almost primordial susceptibility to temptation, 'immorality', irrationality and deviant 
behaviours. This distinct social class bias reflected perhaps the leadership role played 
by members of the middle class and elite, and was most commonly manifest in a highly 
developed sense of distrast and suspicion for how the plebeian mass spent their leisure 
time, which was generally increasing through the period. There were, of course, many 
facets to the moral reform movement. Individuals and organisations had specific 
interests, such as dispensing charity to the 'deserving poor' through local benevolent 
societies or the Charity Organisation Society.^ ^^ Others preferred work within poorer 
communities from the base of their local church, for example. 
These groups and individuals were united, however, in the belief that through the 
application of strategies designed to render ever greater numbers of people more moral, 
according to the canons of Christian moral teaching, the Australian 'race' would be 
preserved and improved, thriving in a fundamentally stable universe of conservative, 
intelligent, citizenship. The chapters comprising the remainder of this dissertation are 
concerned to explicate the activities of one particular section of the moral reform 
movement with this charter firmly in mind - the advocates of 'rational recreation' -
which we shall encounter first in the realm of working men's social clubs and the 
campaign to reform plebeian drinking customs in the city of Brisbane. 
" 'Brazier , 'TheCOS' 
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and moral reform. 
In non-Australian contexts both 'professional' and 'amateur' historians have recognised 
the sociocultural significance of the (overwhelmingly male) working class social club in 
the Victorian and Edwardian eras. The significance has been understood primarily in 
relation to the role played by these instimtions of plebeian sociabiUty as reflective of, 
and formative in, the maintenance of a culmral class consciousness - however muted or 
conservative politically. For example, the British "Workingmen's Club Movement", 
centred on Henry Solly's Club and Instimte Union, has been explored expertly by 
historians Richard Price and Peter Bailey.^ ^^ Similarly, historians of popular culmre and 
class-based meaning systems in North America have also provided accounts of the role 
played in community life by these venues .^ ^^  
However, their counterparts in Austraha have, unfortunately, paid scant attention to the 
working class social club and its location within the discourses of the antipodean 
rational recreation movement. For instance, the most recent substantial consideration of 
Australian popular culture during the late colonial and post-colonial years, Richard 
Waterhouse's, Private Pleasures, Public Leisure, omitted incorporating such clubs into 
the text, a result perhaps of the lacuna of published sources on the subject matter, and of 
the difficulties attendant on 'rediscovering' the "workmen's club" in the Australian 
historical record.^ '^^  In drawing attention to their absence in this book, by far the most 
sophisticated historical treatment of popular culture in Australia to date, I am not 
singUng out the author for unfair criticism. Rather, Waterhouse, even in this considered 
"^ See for example, RN Price, 'The Working Men's Club Movement and Victorian Social Reform 
Ideology', Victorian Studies, vol. xv, no. 2, December 1971, pp. 117-147; Bailey, Leisure and Class in 
Victorian England. For the best recent account of the movement written by an amateur historian see tiie 
extensive but unanalytical work by George Tremlett titied Clubmen: The history of the Working Men's 
Club and Institute Union, London, Seeker & Warburg, 1987. 
"^ Wilson, Politics and Leisure, p. 57. 
"" Waterhouse, Private Pleasures. The argument presented in die book is derived fi-om his earlier lengdiy 
article titied 'Popular Culture and Pastimes', in Neville Meaney, (ed.). Under New Heavens: Cultural 
transmission and the making of Australia, Port Melboume, Heinemann Educational Austi-alia, 1994, pp. 
237-286. 
Chapter Two 
The "Clubs Question" 
narrative, has contributed but the latest addition to a long-term trend in the study of 
working class popular culmre, which has largely ignored these institutions of male 
working class sociability. 
Of course, what applies in the broad Austrahan context applies to an even greater extent 
to Queensland and Brisbane. Indeed, the only consideration of any substance dealing 
with working men's clubs in the colony/ state is Gray's 1967 thesis - referred to in 
chapter one. Unformnately, his manuscript is not a work of social or culmral history, 
but instead grapples with facets of these institutions from a parliamentary perspective. 
For the social and cultural historian interested in exploring the intersection between the 
moral reform movement in Brisbane and popular culmre the form of the plebeian social 
clubs, the terrain remains largely uncharted. 
The narrative that follows reconstracts the contours of the moral reform discourse on 
the "clubs question" during these decades, uncovering and explicating the anxieties 
these institutions generated within the moral reform movement, expressed most 
forcefully in campaigns - that produced legislation - to regulate working class social 
clubs providing members with Uquor. Also, the chapter will include a consideration of 
the Brisbane Workman's Club Pty Ltd as an example the use of "moral suasion" as a 
strategy deployed to promote rational recreation through the provision of a club 
designed to appeal to the capital's working men. Basically, the Brisbane Workman's 
Club constimted a rational recreation initiative designed to appeal to male workers as a 
counter attraction to "drinking clubs" and the public house. 
Consideration of the "clubs question" and the rational recreation initiatives of moral 
reformers in the realm of male working class social clubs evidences the importance of 
this phenomenon for social historians, culmral historians and historians of leisure in 
Queensland. The analysis that follows demonstrates quite graphically a twin-pronged 
stt-ategy adopted throughout the period by the moral reform movement aimed at either 
outiawing and/ or weaning working class males from alcohol. Chapter one discussed 
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the temperance movement's relentiess campaigns against working class drinking 
customs. Compelling evidence was presented for the alliance - steeped in urony surely -
formed between the QLVA and the temperance movement on issues such as "Sunday 
drinking." 
Similarly, the "clubs question" centred on the desire of the QLVA and moral reformers 
to stem the proliferation of "mushroom", "spurious" "bogus" or "proprietary" clubs; 
being working class social clubs where alcohol, gambling and carousing reputedly 
occurred without the sanction of the licensing authorities.^ ^^ Their aim was deceptively 
simple: outlaw these clubs with repressive legislation. The second prong to the moral 
reform movement's strategy operated to provide a club setting and atmosphere for 
working men minus the lure of liquor. The most striking example was the failed attempt 
to consolidate and foster the Brisbane Workman's Club Pty Ltd in the late 1880s. The 
ramifications of this venmre's demise were not without reverberations, noted by social 
commentators in Brisbane, in terms of the dearth of respectable' worker's clubs in the 
capital in the years prior to the outbreak of World War One. 
It should be recognised that workmen's social clubs were a facet of the larger club 
scene in both the capital and Queensland's larger towns. For sure, by the latter decades 
of the nineteenth cenmry, reflecting perhaps the growing "atomisation" of the populace 
- predicated upon suburbanisation and the hegemonic ideology of individuaUsm - the 
club environment was emerging as a major instimtion playing a role in identity 
formation and culmral reproduction - for women, ethnic groups, sports groups and 
culmral groups. As venues for sociabiUty, clubs also fostered communities of 
belonging. On perhaps a less constractive note, they also offered opportunities for 
moral reformers to minister to the youth of the capital city, as chapter three will reveal. 
Clubs, other than those catering to male working class modes of sociability, are not 
"^ The term "mushroom club" derived from the belief of moral reformers and temperance advocates diat 
these clubs sprung up prolifically tiiroughout die city in 'dark places', unseen by respectable eyes. "Bogus 
club" derives from die appraisal of tiiese clubs as not conforming to tiie moral precepts informing the 
existence of, and behaviour within, bdnafide or 'gentlemen's' clubs. 
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dealt with in significant detail in this chapter. Thus, this important part of Queensland's 
social and cultural history awaits its historian(s). It should also be noted that omission 
of club life for, say, women was not a conscious decision on my part but one 
occasioned in part by the (lack of) availability of primary data and also due to the 
effects of the relative anonymity of women of aU classes and ethnicities in public space 
produced by the ideology and acmality of the Victorian "Cult of Domesticity" 
Ethnicity-based clubs are another example of institutions not discussed in this chapter, 
but which require detailed appraisal. '^''' Recreation and sporting clubs receive only 
cursory treatment, due to this aspect of popular culmre being quite adequately covered 
in a number of books and theses readily accessible for the reader.^ ^* Finally, although 
space has militated against discussing workplace-based social clubs in this chapter, 
researching the daily and weekly journals published in Queensland yields much useful 
material on these instimtions. Hopefully, this data will find its historian(s) in the not too 
^^ * The primary source for researching women's clubs in the period is the local press. Some of the 
women's clubs located in researching this dissertation are the "Ladies' Club", the Pioneer Club, the 
Alexandra Club at Indooroopilly, die Ivy Social Club, the Kelvin Grove Ladies' Social Club, the Yvonne 
Social Club, the Buttercup Club, and the Queenslander Women's Club, the Brisbane Women's Club, die 
Metropolitan Young Women's Club and the Ladies' Labour Social Clubs. Queenslander, 16 March 
1889, p. 496,7 June 1913, p. 5; Boomerang, 16 Febmary 1889, p. 8; Progress, 25 Febraary 1899, p. 1; 
QF, 5 May 1904, p. 15; BC, 2 August 1907, p. 7,7 November 1910, p. 7, 29 August 1910, p. 7,20 May 
1913, p. 9; CHC, 2 July 1913, p. 4; Worker, 22 August 1912, p. 17; The Brisbane Centenary Official 
Historical Souvenir, Brisbane, Watson, Ferguson and Co., 1924, p. 269 and Aime Wood, 'The Evolution 
of Women's Organisations in Queensland 1859-1959', RHSQJ, vol. 6, no. 1,1959, pp. 184-213, p. 195. 
"^ A history of ethnicity-based clubs might consider the South Sea Islanders' Club, the Scandinavian 
Glee Club, the German Glee Club, the Verein Gaselligkeit Club, and The Schubertbund, Brisbane 
German Club, the Deutsche Vereingung, Brisbaner Deutscher Turn-Verein, the Overseas Club and the 
plethora of national and regional clubs, societies and associations formed by migrants from the United 
Kingdom. Presbyterian Church of Australia, Minutes arui Proceedings of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, State of Queensland, Held at Brisbane, May 5"' 1903, Brisbane, Alex Muir and 
Co., 1903, p. 42; Queensland Punch, 1 July 1882, p. 156; Colonist, 26 July 1871, p. 3, 2 September 
1871, p. 2; QF, 23 June 1883, p. 399; BC, 9 September 1895, p. 4, 5 June 1901, p. 4, 12 April 1913; DO, 
9 June 1887, p. 1; Bemhard E Fredrich in his Brisbaner Deutscher Turn-Verein, 1883-1933: Die 
Geschichte des Vereins, veroffetlicht anlasslich seines Goldenen Stiftungsfestes, gefeiert am. 16 Juni 
1933 unddenfolgenden tagen, Brisbane, Der Verein, 1933. 
^^ * Howell, Howell and Brown, The Sporting Image, pp. 21-28; Howell and Howell, The Genesis of Sport 
in Queensland. 
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distant fumre.^^' Certainly, it would be prove interesting to pursue this aspect of 
working class leisure through exploring factors such as the participation by working 
people in a broad range of sports facilitated by the financial contribution of the 
company for the purchase of sporting equipment, games, musical instraments, books 
and other necessities of club life, which may have proved otherwise beyond their 
means. Further, the roles of workplace social clubs in the promotion of inter and intra-
class cooperation and/ or rivalry requires scholarly attention in Queensland, and in the 
broader Australian context.^ *" 
The ''Clubs Question" and the moral reform movement 
The emergence of the "clubs question" discourse, centred on notions of male working 
class 'primitivism', irrationality and their need to assuage instincmal gratification, can 
be dated to the mid-1880s in Queensland. This is not to say, of course, that prior to this 
juncture moral reformers were silent on the matter of plebeian, and even occasionally 
middle class and elite, drinking customs. However, as demonstrated in chapter one, the 
emergence and consolidation of the plethora of temperance societies and associated 
umbrella organisations, led by middle class moral reformers in the main, was due 
primarily to anxieties held in relation to what they considered unbridled liquor 
" ' Social clubs based in the workplace became popular in both State-run and privately owned enterprises 
employing relatively large numbers of workers during the latter decades of the nineteenth century. 
Prominent examples in the State sector were the Tramways Recreation Club, the Locomotive Recreation 
Club and the WooUoongabba Railway Recreation Club. BC, 26 Febmary 1901, p. 6, 15 June 1906, p. 3; 
Saturday Observer (hereafter, SO), 16 September 1905, p. 11. In the private sector the large retail stores 
had vibrant workplace social clubs, in particular those attached to TC Bieme, Thomas Brown and Sons 
and, of course, Finney Isles and Co. Catholic Advocate 15 July 1911, p. 14 (hereafter, CA); SO, 16 
September 1905, p. 12; BC, 10 April 1907, p. 7. Outside the retail sector of the local economy, 
establishments of a significant size like Baynes Bros and die Queensland Meat and Export Agency 
Company boasted substantial recreation and social clubs, witii the employees of Baynes Bros also having 
access to a library within their clubrooms. BC, 25 November 1898, p. 4; 3 August 1899, p. 4. Sports 
clubs formed within workplaces, leading to the formation of competitive leagues, such as the Warehouse 
Association, were inevitably ttemendously popular among young male workers in particular, although 
women's swimming clubs based at Finney Isles and TC Bieme were noted for their prowess in die water. 
BC, 10 April 1907, p. 7. Musical bands were popular in the workplace also. BC, 5 Febmary 1900, p. 7, 
30 October 1901, p. 4. 
^"' See Philip Mosely, 'Factory football: Paternalism and profit'. Sporting Traditions, vol. 2, no. 1, 
November 1985, pp. 25-36. 
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consumption by the working or "humbler classes", which were, according to Arthur 
Rutledge, Liberal Attorney General in 1885, "... unable to resist the temptation to 
drink."^ *^ 
The "clubs question" though gave a focus to the temperance movement's campaign to 
restrict opportunities for drinking among the so-called "humbler classes" It was joined 
by other sections of the moral reform movement, particularly the Sabbatarians and the 
anti-gambling lobby, in what at times resembled a crasade against these working class 
social clubs in Brisbane. Most interestingly, and perhaps fundamental to the high levels 
of support afforded the campaign within pariiament and the press, was the support it 
received from the politicaUy powerful QLVA. Indeed, this peak organisation, 
representing the more prominent publicans throughout Queensland, was as determined 
as the moral reform movement to engineer the demise of working class clubs. 
The initial phase of what was to become a lengthy campaign against what were referred 
to in the contemporary parlance as "mushroom clubs", "bogus clubs", "spurious clubs" 
"proprietary clubs", was generated essentially as a result of the govemment's response 
to deputations from the QLVA and temperance organisations to the Colonial Secretary 
in early to mid-1884. QLVA opposition to the existence of clubs, which until 1886 
existed beyond the reach of legislation regulating the liquor industry, was predicated 
primarily on their threat to custom, and thus profits. In brief, plebeian drinking customs 
incorporated imbibing alcohol on Sundays. The Publican's Act o/1863, it will be 
recalled from chapter one, forbade public houses to open to the general public on 
Sunday except between 1pm and 3pm and only for the sale of alcohol to be taken off 
the premises. To the chagrin of the Sabbatarian lobby and the temperance lobby, a host 
of resistance stt-ategies had developed in response to this legislative strictiire. Publicans 
by no means promoted these strategies, which often involved elaborate warning systems 
alerting the approach of the police.^ *^ 
^*'ePD,vol.lxvi, 1885,p. 316. 
"^^  'Report of die Commissioner of Police for the Year 1897', QVP, vol. 1, 1898, p. 633. 
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However, the failure to conduct after hours drinking sessions on Sundays in the city 
could lead to punitive sanctions being placed on pubUc houses with uncooperative 
hosts, usually in the form of locals withdrawing custom, as can be gleaned from the 
complaint of a Brisbane publican published in April 1884 in the Week: 
The trouble as under existing circumstances is that the licensee who abides by the 
law is placed at a disadvantage as against the one who does not—in this manner: 
A customer of the first-named calls at his house during prohibited hours, and asks 
to be suppUed with, say, a glass of ale, which is of course refused. The applicant 
is offended thereby, saying that if Mr. Law Abider is too proud to serve him he 
can get it elsewhere, and if the refusal be persisted in, eventually goes to some 
other house in the neighbourhood and obtains what he requires, transferring at the 
same time, in all probability, his week-day custom and connection from one to the 
other.^ *^ 
It was apparent though that when concerted attempts by publicans to generate solidarity 
for a stance of strict compliance with the law, the emergence of working class "drinking 
clubs" undermined them, according to the QLVA, by drawing local weekday customers 
to these venues.^ *"* 
This accusation was levelled throughout the period under consideration at so called 
"bogus" clubs such the Bodega and Centennial Clubs in the city centi-e, the Workman's 
Club in West End in the mid-1890s, described by FC Urquhart, Inspector of Police with 
the Brisbane Criminal Investigation Branch, as a haunt frequented by men "... of a class 
considerably below working men—disreputable people..." and at "The Imps'" Club in 
Charlotte Stireet, where the members partook of drink and tobacco on the Sabbath and 
the entertainment usuaUy comprised a "free-and-easy", complete with singing, 
285 
recitations and carousmg. 
^" Week, 12 April 1884, p. 343. 
^^* Week, 12 April 1884, p. 343. 
^^ Liquor Inquiry Report, 1901, pp. 920, 1014; BC, 11 August 1886, p. 6. 
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Having instimted a number of campaigns in the early 1880s aimed at stopping "the 
working and middle classes throughout the colony" from abusing the Sunday trading 
law, the QLVA determined that the matter be addressed by pariiament.^ *^ The pressure 
brought to bear on the government, which was sympathetic in any case, by the QLVA 
and the moral reform movement in 1884 resulted in the introduction into parliament of 
the Licensing Bill.^*' Debate over aspects of the Bill, which evenmally become the 
Licensing Act o/1885, raised the "clubs question" and defined it as multi-faceted social 
problem requiring diligent State regulation. 
Testament to the influence of the moral reform lobby and the QLVA, the debate on the 
"Sunday drinking" problem, both within the Legislative Council and Legislative 
Assembly, was minimal. The outcome was a revision of the Publicans' Act to the effect 
that public houses were prohibited to open for the sale of alcohol on Sundays, except to 
bdnafide travellers and lodgers.^ ** Indeed, only a few parliamentarians in the 1885, 
1886 and 1912 "liquor debates" spoke against total closure of hotels on Sunday, and it 
was the conservative, John Murtagh Macrossan, who was left to defend plebeian 
popular culmre inveighing that the provision was an unnecessarily harsh attack on the 
male custom of taking a glass of alcohol with Sunday dinner. However, the alliance 
of the temperance, Sabbatarian and Licensed Vicmallers' organisations, with a 
temperance-friendly govemment at the helm, succeeded in their common objective 
regarding illicit Sunday trading in 1885. While this section of the legislation was far 
from effective in the years, and decades, following its passage, it still remained 
untouched by governments of differing political beliefs at the outbreak of World War 
One.2 °^ 
^^ Week, 12 April 1884, p. 343. 
^^ ^ See chapter one. 
*^^  Under section 75(2) of the Licensing Act of 1885 and section 81(2) of die Liquor Act of 1912. 
^*'ePD,xlvi, 1885,p.327. 
^^ The annual reports of the Commissioner of Police throughout the period identify Sunday trading as a 
persistent problem. 'Report of the Commissioner of Police for the Year 1889', QVP, vol. 1,1890, p. 976; 
'Report of the Commissioner of Police for die Year 1890', QVP, vol. 2,1891, p. 105; 'Report of die 
Commissioner of Police for die Year 1897', QPP, vol. 1, 1898, p. 633; 'Report of die Conunissioner of 
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The hegemony in govemment circles of the notion of the Christian Sunday appUed to 
consuming liquor in public houses met with sterner opposition, particularly in the 
perennially conservative upper house, when it was proposed to place clubs under the 
same restrictions as the 'common' pub, namely compulsory registration with the 
licensing authority, compulsory inspections by the same instramentaUty and/ or the 
police and the payment of a licensing fee to the State. Ironically, this proposition, 
advanced by militant temperance advocates in 1885,1886, 1904 and 1912, rather than 
combating Sunday drinking, or the consumption of alcohol in clubs on Sunday or "after 
hours", led to a progressive expansion of the 'liberties' of 'gentlemen's clubs' in 
relation to State surveillance and failed to thwart the inauguration of, if not the long-
term existence of, male plebeian social clubs in Brisbane. 
While some of the more ardent temperance reformers sought on each of these occasions 
to bring all clubs under State regulation, the media and a greater number of 
parliamentarians, including many sympathetic to the aims of the temperance activists, 
advocated their exemption from the strictures of liquor related legislation. Typical of 
this was section 60(e) of the 1885 Act, which read, "Nothing in this Act shall, unless 
expressly herein otherwise declared, apply to any person who:— Sells liquor in any 
premises bond fide occupied as a club; provided that such liquor is so sold only to 
members of such club and their guests." 
Defence of club life - at least those frequented by the upper middle and upper classes -
rested on key propositions. PastoraUst-politician and member of the Queensland Club, 
Charles Lumley Hill, propounded the theme, repeated ad nauseum in the "liquor 
debates" in the Victorian and Edwardian parliament, of the differences between public 
houses and gentiemen's clubs, stating that the former was a public instimtion ran by a 
publican for pecuniary gain derived in large part from the sale of alcohol. For Lumley 
Police for die Year 1903', QPP, vol. 1,1904, p. 808; 'Report of the Commissioner of Police for the Year 
1904', QPP, vol. 2, 1905, p. 136; 'Report of die Commissioner of Police for die Year 1905', QPP, vol. 1, 
1906, p. 1546; 'Report of die Commissioner of Police for die Year 1906', QPP, vol. 2, 1907, p. 273. 
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Hill and other supporters of the club principle, a 'gentleman's' club was a private 
instimtion voluntarily formed by its members, who shared common experiences and 
world views, and purchased and supplied themselves with alcohol, paid for in the 
proportion drank. In the club envu-onment, he averred, no profit accraed to any of the 
members, all of whom subscribed equally to the conmion fund that was the club's 
finances, for which the services of staff, particularly the caterer, were paid from. Guests 
of members were not allowed to purchase alcohol from the bar. 
Fellow conservative, BD Morehead, added to the argument against State interference in 
the operation of Queensland's notoriously conservative and socially exclusive 
•gentlemen's' clubs proposing that the "... club [is] an extension of the home", 
comprising "... simply a company of individuals who preferred to drink their own 
liquor in their own house."^^^ Joshua Bell, a scion of the influential Bell family, wrote 
of the Queensland Club that it was: 
... simply an association of men of a variety of occupations and interests, bound 
by a common code of morals and behaviour and an essential tolerance for the 
tastes and individualities of their fellows. It is, in effect, a second home; and, as 
such, members assume a justifiable right in the choice of those who will share 
it.^ ^^  
Expanding on this theme, Maurice Hume Black MLA, a wealthy northern planter and 
member of the Queensland Club, opposed bringing high stams clubs within the purview 
of the licensing authorities, contending that: 
All the privacy of a home is to be obtained in a [gentlemen's] club... it is a home, 
and so far as the outside world is concerned—so long as everything is conducted 
in a straightforward way— t^he policeman, or the inspector, or anyone else, has no 
more right, unless he knows of wilful offences against the laws of the land being 
committed there, to go into a club, than he has to go into a private house.^ "^* 
^" QPD, vol. Ixvii, 1885, pp. 963, 964. 
'^^  QPD, vol. Ixvii, 1885, pp. 963, 964; Buley, Australian Life, p. 139. 
^" Joshua Peter Bell, Queensland Club 1859-1959, Brisbane, Queensland Club, 1966, p. 4. 
294 gPCvoLl, 1886,p. 1147. 
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Queensland Club, 1909 
Source: EJT Barton, (ed.). Jubilee History of Queensland: A record of 
political, industrial, and social development from the landing of the first 
explorers to the close of 1909, Brisbane, HJ Diddams & Co., 1909, p. 67. 
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Lumley Hill, with a touch of the plaintive, further added, "I say it is most unfair to bring 
these places under a sort of Police Act, and I do not think that the police should be 
allowed to inspect these places of unquestioned respectability."^^^ Perhaps less 
defensively, Peter Murphy, Member of the Legislative Council (MLC), proprietor of the 
salubrious Transcontinental Hotel in Roma Sti-eet, claimed for 'gentlemen's' clubs an 
inherent respectability, which served to militate against transgressions of propriety, 
waxing eloquently that: 
A club was really a safeguard against drankenness, because a man had to quaUfy 
himself for admission as a member of a club. He had to show that he was a good 
fellow, and a man who was socially fitted to be a member of the club, and had no 
objectionable peculiarities. Once a man became a member of a club, he had to see 
that he did not offend against the rales and regulations of the club. The institution 
of clubs has a good moral effect,.. They went a long way in the direction of 
temperance and making a man temperate, because men would offend against 
good manners and good breeding if they got drank in a club and made themselves 
objectionable to the other members of it.^ ^^  
The bond fide club then was measured according to the ideal type - the 'gentiemen's' 
club - which, whatever the reality of the drinking behaviour of members of clubs Uke 
the Queensland Club, overtly promulgated a vision of theirs and comparable institutions 
as bastions of respectability, decoram and sobriety.^ ^^ Indeed, so seriously did senior 
civil servant, Bartley Fahey, take this idea that he claimed that the liberty of the 
(Queensland) club member to imbibe at any time without interference by the State was 
firmly in the "public interest"!^'* His injunction was not necessarily viewed as self-
serving rhetoric, however. Most interestingly for example, in legislation relating to 
clubs in the early twentieth cenmry. Labor Party MLA's voted solidly for the elite clubs 
maintaining exempt status in relation to the licensing authorities. Perhaps on this matter 
the opinion of maverick Labor MLA, Vincent Lesina, for once accorded with those of 
^^^ePD,vol.l, 1886,p. 1148. 
^'^ePAvol.l, 1886,p. 1403. 
^" Bell, Queensland Club, passim. 
'^* QPD, vol. xciii, 1904, p. 616. 
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his colleagues, when he proposed that 'gentlemen's clubs' were above the need for 
State supervision, suggesting also that any nefarious deaUngs in a respectable club 
would soon be curtailed due to the propriety and esprit de corps of the membership.^^^ 
Contemporary members of Queensland's elite clubs tended to portray these institutions 
in a declasse manner. They fail to mention that in acmality they were socially exclusive 
institutions drawing their memberships from the employing and professional classes 
without exception. Within these social groupings various rankings of club evolved, 
bestowing concomitant amounts of social status and "culmral capital" on the individual 
in proportion to his acceptance in to one or more of these instimtions. As the cities and 
towns of Queensland grew in the late nineteenth century so did the numbers of 
professionals and members of the business and financial sectors, who sought 
exclusivity in a club setting, leading to an emergence of clubs catering to general and 
specific cUentele within the broad ranks of the middle classes (see appendix one). 
However, undisputedly at the apex of the colonial and post-colonial club hierarchy 
stood the Queensland Club, formed in 1860 and charging the princely entrance fee of 
£12 12s, thus applying the class-bound logic of Ernest Stevens, who advanced the 
proposition that "A high subscription was to some extent a guarantee that the club was 
being carried on respectably."^"^ 
From data compiled by Euston Young, who in 1961 published a membership roll of the 
Queensland Club for the period 1860 to 1960, the occupations of the members of the 
club can be ascertained for the period 1880-1919. Table one delineates the occupational 
field of members organised by decade and is based upon the year individual 
membership was accepted by the committee. 
^^ QPD, vol. xciii, 1904, p. 790. 
^ QPD, vol. xciii, 1904, p. 634. 
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Table One. Occupational background, members of the Queensland Club, 1880-
191930. 
Pastoral/ 
Agricultural 
Business/ 
Finance 
Legal 
Political/ 
Civil Service 
Medical 
Other 
Total 
1880-89 
Members 
(n 192) 
% 
46 
21 
16 
6 
4 
7 
100 
1890-99 
Members 
(n 184) 
% 
29 
42 
10 
5 
7 
7 
100 
1900-09 
Members 
(n 192) 
% 
39 
37 
5 
4 
5 
10 
100 
1910-19 
Members 
(n 195) 
% 
48 
32 
6 
0.5 
6 
7.5 
100 
Source: Euston Young (comp.), Queenslarul Club Roll of Members 1860 to 1960, np, 1961. 
It is evident from the data presented in table one that the Queensland Club recraited 
from within the politically and economically 'dominant' strata with perhaps the highly 
eUte Queensland Turf Club being tiie only other institution of this namre boasting such 
a prestigious roll caU.^ °^  While the category political/ civil service is the least 
represented within the Queensland Club between the years 1880 and 1919, this is due to 
the data recording 'fundamental' occupations principally. Thus, Charles Lumley Hill, a 
long-standing member of the Legislative Assembly, recorded his occupation on the 
Club's roll call as pastoralist. In fact, my research into the correlation of 
^' "Odier" includes engineering, architecnire, journalism, education, reUgion and military. 
°^^  See my article, 'The Sandgate Handicap Riot: Sport, popular culture and working class protest'. 
Sporting Traditions, vol. 12, no. 2, May 1996, pp. 17-48, p. 27. 
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parliamentarians from the lower and upper houses shows that in 1885 forty-seven 
percent of Assembly members were also members of the Queensland Club alone.^°' Of 
those Assembly members identifiable in the debate on the Liquor Bill in 1886 seventy-
three percent were members, and for the 1904 Registi-ation of Clubs Bill the figure of 
fifty-nine percent for the Council and twenty-two percent for the Assembly is evident. 
Analysis of the debates on the 1912 Liquor Bill reveals at least twenty-eight percent of 
the members sat in the Assembly were affiliated with a 'gentiemen's' club.^ °^ 
Given these statistical findings, the proposal to expose 'gentiemen's' clubs to statutory 
interference, surveillance and regulation by the State was doomed to failure, as in fact 
happened each time it was presented for parliamentary ratification. In fact, both houses 
concurred on each occasion to extend retrospectively to clubs formed in the interim the 
privilege of exemption first accorded the Johnsonian and Queensland Clubs in the 
Liquor Act 0/I886, even drawing within the ambit of exemption bowling clubs and 
golf clubs - games at the time played almost exclusively by the well-to-do - in the 
Registration of Clubs Act.^^^ 
As the arguments for the defence of the privileges accorded to 'gentlemen's' clubs were 
repetitious in terms of theme and content in the debates of 1885, 1886, 1904 and 1912, 
so were the arguments that sought effectively to regulate working men's social clubs 
out of existence. The alliance between temperance campaigners and the QLVA in 1884-
1885 was replicated throughout the late colonial and early post-colonial periods for 
suppressing male working class clubs. Earlier in this chapter I alluded to the 
dissatisfaction voiced by the QLVA regarding the 'springing up' of "mushroom clubs" 
For example, merchant and company director John Leahy, Member of die Legislative Assembly 
(hereafter, MLA) was a member of eight "respectable clubs' in Queensland concurrently in die early 
twentieth century. 
^°^ Date gleaned from QPD, 1885, 1886,1904, 1912; Euston Young (comp.), Queensland Club Roll of 
Members 1860 to 1960, np, 1961; Waterson, A Biographical Register, passim. 
"^^  Murray Phillips, 'Ethnicity and Class at die Brisbane Golf Club', Sporting Traditions, vol. 4, no. 2, 
May 1988, pp. 201-213, 'Golf and Victorian Sporting Values', Sporting Traditions, vol. 6, no 2 May 
1990, pp. 120-134. 
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in Brisbane in the early 1880s. However, its backing of the 1885 Licensing Bill in 
concert with the moral reform movement, acmally compounded the problem due to 
section 60(e) of the evenmal Act legitimising the sanctity of clubs - of whatever stams 
- in the face of the licensing laws. In protecting their own privileges, club member-
politicians extended them to their plebeian counterparts. The QLVA was quick to make 
its dissatisfaction known in the form of deputations and petitions. For example, in the 
aftermath of the 1885 Act, a petition presented to the Colonial Secretary complained at 
point four, titied "Clubs": 
So many of these being lately established throughout the city, which are merely 
means by which the Act is evaded, and houses of late hours and Sunday trading 
established, and at the same time giving persons who fail to get a license every 
oppormnity of carrying on the business of licensed vicmallers to all intents and 
purposes, your petitioners would ask some further legislation with regard thereto, 
and in the face thereof respectfully request alteration in the Act to admit of 
reasonable limited Sunday trading.^ °^ 
The Telegraph and the Courier mounted a reasoned defence of legitimate working class 
clubs and MLA, John Dunsford, unlike his abstemious colleagues within the Labor 
Party, suggested that workingmen's clubs should be fostered, arguing: 
... if there was any class to whom they should give reasonable oppormnities for 
club life, for advantages which they could not obtain in their own homes, it 
should be the poorer class. The wealthy people had luxurious homes in most 
cases, and less need of club life than the poor man. Yet they were going to exempt 
the richer clubs, while the poorer clubs were not.^°' 
However, such opinions were lost in the hyperbole of the temperance movement's anti-
working class club propaganda and in the vitriol of the QLVA, both of which convinced 
the Colonial Secretary that these clubs were a peril to civilised society. In August 1886, 
for example, Griffith declared that on the basis of police evidence he had received, "... 
working men's or other kinds of clubs [had been] brought into existence, he had no 
^*BC, 11 August 1886, p. 6. 
^ ' QPD, vol. xciii, 1904, p. 831; Telegraph, 7 October 1885, p. 4; BC, 12 August 1886, p. 4. 
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hesitation in saying, simply as a means by which persons could obtain liquor on 
Sundays [and were] simply drinking clubs... disorderly places, not under police 
•3QO 
supervision, at which people got beastiy drank and came reeling into the street." 
Political opponent, the conservative Ernest Stevens, concurred opining that "spurious 
clubs", which were "springing up in Brisbane and other places", constimted "... one of 
the greatest curses in the city."^°^ 
By the early twentieth century the situation in Brisbane, according to Methodist 
preacher Thomas Johnson, was out of control with "mushroom" clubs having "... 
multipUed to a deplorable extent..."^'" No doubt, Johnson's view, as was the case 
generally for subscribers to the anti-club campaign, was shaped by the evidence - often 
extremely partial - published in the Liquor Inquiry Report of 1901 vilifying 
workingmen's clubs. Such was certainly the case for the QTA, which petitioned the 
government in 1903 on the granting of licenses to clubs, expressing its concems in 
relation to the "... alarming increase of clubs in this city", a complaint with some 
substance given the presence of five clubs in Queen Street alone at the time.^" By 1911 
the threat posed by these plebeian instimtions had not abated in Brisbane, at least 
according to "Justice", who in a letter to the editor of the Courier Home Circle 
exclaimed that such clubs were in reality, "... resorts for gambling and kindred vices... 
[frequented by]... labouring men and the common John's of the cab ranks."^^^ 
From the early 1880s the 'menace' of the workingmen's club drew forth a number of 
proposals from their enemies in the QLVA and the moral reform movement. For 
instance, prior to the passage of the Licensing Act o/1885 temperance leader, John 
°^* BC, 11 August 1886, p. 6; QPD, vol. 1, 1886, p. 1146. The annual report of tiie Commissioner of 
Police does not allude to tiiese clubs as presenting problems to the maintenance of social order. 
^ QPD, vol. 1, 1886, pp. 1148-1149. 
'^^  QPD, vol. xciii, 1904, p. 262. 
^" HOM/A44, Correspondence, in-letter 4289 of 1903, President of die Queensland Temperance 
Alliance to die Home Secretary, 1 April 1903; QPD, vol. xciii, 1904, p. 261. 
312 CHC, 22 November 1911, p. 6. 
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'yf^'^'"^i 
Johnsonian Club Entrance 
Source: John Oxley Library, Photographic Collection. 
Chapter Two 
The "Clubs Question" 
Macfarlane, thought that such clubs could be priced out of existence, a notion that 
persisted in the ensuing decades, stating that: 
... there will be a great temptation... for working men to establish clubs... It is an 
evil we must take into consideration. It is one that has taken place in the old 
country, and it may take place here; but we can provide against that now, by 
simply passing a clause to the effect that all clubs should be Ucensed. Then 
working men's clubs will not be started because they will not pay the license. 
Respectable persons in the higher walks of life can go to their clubs, take in a 
friend, have a smoke, and so forth, and it will be no drag or expense upon them to 
pay a small license fee; and if they do that it will have the effect of preventing 
spurious clubs springing into existence...^'^ 
Continuing his jeremiad against working men's drinking clubs, Macfarlane claimed that 
imposing a license fee, while not financially disadvantaging "higher class clubs", "... 
might be the means of preventing the formation of spurious clubs—drinking clubs got 
up by the working classes", thus enabling male workers to spend more time at home 
with their families and in "rational" pastimes. ^^^ 
Walter Adams, publican and MLA, thought the introduction of a licensing fee, and 
making workingmen's clubs conform to stringent bureaucratic regulations, would 
herald their demise, which he welcomed. '^^  In fact, Adams' contention was widely 
shared by opponents of these clubs and predicated on the belief that their unrespectable 
namre precluded their formation on a 'settied' basis. Basically, the dominant perception 
of working class "drinking clubs" subscribed to by the moral reform movement was of 
unstable entities with a flucmating membership, which lacked commitment to the 'trae' 
ideals of club based sociability. 
Now, despite the tirades mounted by their opponents, the details of the nefarious 
behaviour believed to be the defining feamre of these working class drinking - and 
'^^  QPD, vol. Ixvi, 1885, p. 309. 
''" QPD, vol. Ixvii, 1885, p. 963. 
^'^e/'Avol.l, 1886,p. 1404. 
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gambling - "dens" was invariably in short-supply. While conceding the existence of 
plebeian clubs that were "decent and well-conducted clubs", and which promoted the 
"... progression of Uterature, harmony, society [and] philanthropy...", overwhelming 
attention was paid to the more 'dubious' variety of club.^'^ Undoubtedly, many of the 
hair-raising stories narrated, and believed by their enemies, were patent fabrications. 
Indeed, so dismayed was Robert Philp, leader of the Conservative opposition in the 
Legislative Assembly in 1904, that at the outset of the debate on the Registration of 
Clubs Bill he exclaimed on the "mushroom club" phenomenon that, "I have been told 
of them unofficially, but I think that there has been a great deal too much noise and 
sound about the matter, and not much trath." Although, he added that he would lend his 
wholehearted support to the suppression of any drinking and gambling clubs identified 
in the state.^^' In an attempt to persuade Philp and other sceptics one politician claimed 
knowledge of these "evil" clubs, hidden from the pubUc gaze in "... two or three rooms 
at a rental of, perhaps, £1 a week, or, as some of them are, simated in a cellar 
underneath the street... [where they] encourage young men to flock to these clubs, to 
stay there till late at night drinking and gambling."^'^ 
Francis Isidore Power augmented the debate stating he had been made aware that these 
working class drinking and gambling dens had "... got to that stage when 
indiscriminate drinking goes on from morning to night, irrespective of hours, 
irrespective of morals, and irrespective of inspection." Andrew Thynne was similarly 
moved, claiming workingmen's clubs to be "... gambUng heUs [and] an excrescence on 
our social system." The arch conservative pastoralist and company director, Ernest 
James Stevens, was unequivocal in denouncing "mushroom clubs": 
^'*BC, 13 August 1886, p.3. 
''•' QPD, vol. xciii, 1904, p. 763. 
'^* QPD, vol. xciii, 1904, pp. 260-261. 
'^^  QPD, vol. xciii, 1904, pp. 262-263 and 529, 264 respectively. 
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... on account of the opportunity they afforded for leading young lads astray. 
From my knowledge, there are scores—^perhaps hundreds—of lads in the city and 
suburbs who attend these clubs, playing billiards and gambling till all hours of the 
night and sometimes till morning. This can only be remedied by the strong arm of 
the law.^ 2° 
Similarly, Peter Airey, the leader of the parUamentary Labor Party in the early twentieth 
century, along with the majority of his colleagues in the Legislative Assembly, held 
harsh views on working class clubs where alcohol was made available to members, for 
reasons advanced in chapter one, Airey, for example, considered those clubs of "low 
character" operating in the city centire as "... affecting the social welfare of the 
community" calling for: 
... the suppression of drinking clubs which are very often gambling dens, and 
which are not only injurious to adults, but which are also the means of entangling 
young people and bringing them to trouble... it is our bounden duty to suppress 
the illegitimate trade in every form, whether in the form of sly-grog selling or 
drinking institutions known under the genteel name of clubs.^ '^ 
It is evident then that bi-partisan political opposition to working class "drinking clubs" 
existed. Accompanying this was the formidable alliance of the QLVA and the moral 
reform movement, which shared, with the parliamentarians, a view of these institutions 
as irredeemable. Indeed, the consensus shared by these groups concerning the illicit 
namre of the "mushroom clubs" in late Victorian and Edwardian Brisbane goes a long 
way to explaining the intensity and longevity of the campaign to outlaw them. 
However, as Robert Philp had complained, little was acmally divulged by their 
opponents in terms of what acmally went on within the 'typical' "mushroom club." 
Reports in the press, from the pulpit, from government, unfortunately shed little light on 
this fascinating phenomenon, especially from the perspective of their membership and 
supporters. 
^^° QPD, vol. xciii, 1904, p. 261. Billiards was a tremendously popular pub and club game, as can be 
gleaned from CPS1/AJ17 Register of Billiard and Bagatelle Licenses in Force in die Various Divisions of 
the Brisbane Licensing District Apr 1893-Jan 1913. QSA. 
^^ ' QPD, vol. xciii, 1904, p. 750. 
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That said, it remained that the "clubs question" - the campaign to outiaw "mushroom 
clubs" - feamred persistently in the efforts of the temperance movement to quash 
unsupervised male plebeian drinking, and marshalled the moral reform forces in their 
condemnation of the proclivity to excessive alcohol consumption by the 'lower orders' 
This view framed opposition to these clubs, reflected in the major liquor legislation 
passed between 1885 and 1912. The view, evinced by the temperance bodies and 
politicians, joined with the vested interest of the publican lobby to forge an alUance that 
sought to bring this aspect of plebeian sociability emphatically under the gaze of tiie 
State. In addition, this strategy for moral reform was accompanied by "moral suasion" 
initiatives of the rational recreation movement, the most ambitious of which was 
perhaps the experiment in "profitable philanthropy" known as the Brisbane Workman's 
Club Pty Ltd - an instimtion formed as a counter attraction to the city's pubUc houses. 
The Brisbane Workman's Club Pty Ltd 
In the 6 Febraary 1886 edition of the Queensland Figaro a prospecms was published 
heralding an ambitious scheme to develop a network of workmen's social clubs 
throughout the city of Brisbane, stimulated partiaUy perhaps by the initiation in Sydney 
of the Young Workmen's Club in 1884.^ ^^  These clubs were to operate under the 
control of The Brisbane Workman's Club Company Limited, which intended to 
establish workmen's social clubs based on the temperance principle. The company 
announced that first a "Central Club" would be founded in the city centre, followed by 
"... branch Clubs in South Brisbane, the Valley, Petrie Terrace, and in other Suburban 
districts" - all of which were in the 1880s rapidly expanding working class districts.'^^ 
If successful in the metropolis the company intended to expand its network of 
temperance social clubs to encompass other towns in the colony.^ "^^  
^^ ^ QP, 6 February 1886, p. 288; ME Hoare in his Boys, Urchins, Men: A history of the Boys' Brigade in 
Australia and Papua-New Guinea 1882-1976, Sydney, Reed, 1980, foreword by Sir Paul Hasluck, p. 27. 
^" QF, 6 February 1886, p. 288. 
^^* Stated in the company's Memorandum and Articles of Association. A/21397, Companies Registered 
Between 1863-1888, No. 279, Book 3, Brisbane Workman's Club Company Limited. QSA. 
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Source: War Cry, 19 December 1896, p. 1. 
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Aside from its objective and scope, the proposed project was an unusual, if not unique, 
venture into the field of rational recreation in the colonial and early post-colonial period 
for two reasons. First, the proposal for the formation of these temperance social clubs 
emanated from a secular rather than an evangeUcal Christian source. The second, and 
related, reason is that differentiating it from the great majority of initiatives aimed at 
'civilising' male working class leisure in Queensland was the schemes' marrying of 
pecuniary motivation and philanthropic intention. 
This phenomenon, aptiy labelled "profitable philanthropy" by eminent British social 
historian FML Thompson comprised, in essence, "... combining good causes with 
shrewd business deals..."'^^ Initiatives commenced on this basis from the 1870s by the 
temperance movement in Brisbane were numerous. For example, for the temperance 
inclined a room could be had at Hurley's Temperance Boarding House and a glass of 
lemonade procured in Tait's Queensland Good Templar's Hotel or Mr Stott's 
Temperance Refreshment Rooms in fashionable Queen Street. From the 1870s also 
numerous coffee tavems were established in the capital - under the banner of 
"profitable philanthropy" - to provide a 'rational' alternative to the public house. Some 
of the better known, commenced with a temperance charter, were the ambitious but ill-
fated Brisbane Coffee Tavern and Restaurant Company, the Brisbane Coffee Palace 
Company Limited, Sloss's Coffee Palace, PuUe's Coffee Palace in Queen Street's 
Grand Arcade and the Victoria Coffee Palace in South Brisbane.^ ^^ 
Like the temperance entrepreneurs responsible for popularising the coffee tavern, the 
promoters of the Brisbane Workman's Club fell within the parameters of "profitable 
^^ ^ FML Thompson, The Rise of Respectable Society: A social history of Victorian Britain 1830-1900, 
Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 1988, pp. 260-261. Thompson uses the term to describe that most 
successful of British companies, the Thomas Cook travel agency, which originated as a speculative 
venture into "profitable philanthropy." 
"* Week, 25 November 1876, p. 623; 14 September 1878, p. 382; Colonist, 28 August 1872, p. 1; 
^" Week, 29 November 1879, p. 628, 3 January 1880, p. 13. The company was supported publicly by 
temperance stalwarts such as Peter McLean MLA, Simon Eraser MLA, Alfred Midgeley, LG Drew, 
William Brookes, tiie Reverends E Griffidi, Pepper, Brentnall and Bishop Hale. Week, 3 March 1883, p. 
199; BC, 6 November 1886, p. 5; CA, 5 August 1911, p. 27. 
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philanthropy", as expressed forcefully in a report of the Club's provisional directors in 
June 1886, which read, "... the instimtion is fraught with possibiUties of good, and 
which in time would be a credit to the working men of Brisbane, and a source of profit 
besides."^^^ 
The prospecms for the company made it clear that the project, whatever its 
philanthropic motivation, was intended as a sound business proposition for potential 
investors. Rather than relying on donations, subscriptions and, exceptionally, a very 
partial government subsidy - as most other instimtions administered philanthropically 
did - the Brisbane Workman's Club Company Limited sought to establish the proposed 
central and suburban clubs on a dividend yielding shareholder basis. Through the 
issuing of shares, the company set out to raise nominal capital of £6 000 in 12 000 
shares of 10s each, with no single shareholder allowed to hold more than 200 shares .^ ^^  
Being for the "benefit" of working class males, the promoters hoped that the shares 
would "... be largely taken up by workmen", which was considered probable by the 
company's board of provisional directors at the outset given the "low price" of the 
shares and a system of payment by instalment.^^° Further, the Central Club was to 
eschew recourse to charitable donations for its day-to-day operating costs. Instead, the 
promoters insisted that this flagship instimtion, and any other suburban clubs created in 
its wake, would be self-supporting on the income derived from members' fees, charges 
for the use of the games provided, visitors' fees and the sale of newspapers.^^' 
To encourage a 'mass' membership of predominantiy working class males, membership 
fees were (in similar vein to the share price) deliberately set 'low' An annual 
membership cost £l(20s) or for a shareholder 12s 6d. Contributions towards the 
^^ * Telegraph, 25 June 1886, p. 2. 
^^ ^ A/21397, Companies Registered Between 1863-1888, No. 279, Book 3, Brisbane Workman's Club 
Company Limited. 
The shares were offered on time payment at Is on application, Is on allotment and 3d per month for 
the remaining 8s per share. QF, 6 Febraary 1886, p. 238. 
331 QF, 6 February 1886, p. 238. 
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maintenance of the Club would also be garnered from persons taking out half-yearly 
membership for 12s 6d, monthly membership at 3s and a charge of 3d per visit for 
casual members. For their money members and visitors were promised resplendent, 
modem facilities, where they could socialise, converse, smoke and engage in 
recreational pursuits such as bilUards, board games, bagatelle and play on a state of the 
art "ice table" - a first for Brisbane - for which a small charge per game would be 
levied.^ ^^ 
Further, catering to the intellecmal needs of the members plans were outiined for the 
Central Club to house an "extensive library" and a reading room ".. .fully supplied with 
home and colonial papers, and with the best magazines." A labour bureau was also to 
form an adjunct to the Club, so as to obviate the need for tradesmen, semi-skilled and 
unskilled labourers to enter the public house, which traditionally performed this 
function.^ '^ Given the perceived need for a centi-al meeting place in Brisbane where 
workmen "... may meet and make acquaintances and friends [and] where thoughts can 
be freely exchanged and social intercourse enjoyed", the promoters of the company 
contended optimistically that the Brisbane Workman's Club was "... certain to prove a 
success."^ '^^  
This vision of the company's fumre was also, no doubt, bolstered by the entrepreneurial 
experience of its management. Despite the viability of the Club ultimately depending on 
its appeal to workingmen they were absent from its decision-making processes. Indeed, 
even at the commencement of the enterprise the Club prospecms was placed in the 
Figaro, which as a 'society weekly' was hardly the reading matter preferred by 
Brisbane's working class."^ The first board of directors, elected at a meeting of the 
'^^  Brisbane Post Office Directory and Country Guide for 1887, Brisbane, Queensland Post Office 
Directory Company, 1887, p. 396. 
"^ QF, 6 February 1886, p. 288. 
^^ QF, 6 February 1886, p. 238. 
"^ Guyatt, 'The Publicists', p. 251. 
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company's shareholders in July 1886, was overwhelmingly from a business 
background. They were, with hardly an exception, solidly middle class and 
'respectable' professional men with more than perhaps their fair share of financial 
acumen. The board comprised local political identities such as the Mayor, James 
ffipwood, and Aldermen H Babbage and William M Galloway. Hipwood, a merchant, 
and Babbage, a manufacmrer, were successfiil businessmen and representative of the 
majority of board members charged with directing the Club's operations."^ Galloway, 
by way of contrast, was atypical in this regard in that his credentials lay not in the field 
of commerce but in trade union activism. 
Other board members were relatively well known local entrepreneurs. George D Izatt 
was co-owner of the Queen Street trading company, Izatt & Mitchell. John Sandford 
was a partner in Messrs Sandford and Mitchelton. George Fish was the proprietor of a 
lucrative steam laundry business in the city and Robert Fraser was a manager with DL 
Brown & Co.^ ^^  Further, in the Club's estabUshment phase between March and October 
1886 its nine leading shareholders comprised four merchants, two engineers, an 
architect, laundryman and auctioneer.^ ^^ On the basis of their backgrounds in the 
business community and of their lack of association with other charitable causes in the 
city, it is tempting (if a little cynical) to suggest that the prime movers of the project 
were perhaps notable less for their commitment to philanthropy than to securing a 
profitable investment. 
^^ * James Hipwood represented die North Ward of Brisbane from 1884 until February 1886 when he was 
elected Mayor. Since arriving in Brisbane in 1870, Hipwood had operated a very lucrative brassfounding 
and coppersmidiing business in Eagle Street. QF, 13 March 1886, p. 403. Babbage owned extensive 
workshops in Brisbane that produced heavy industrial equipment such as rolling stock. He had been 
Mayor in 1885 and served on the city council since 1878. QF, 27 March 1886, p. 483. 
QF, 13 March 1886, p. 447. Galloway's credentials as a stalwart of the labour cause were far from 
impeccable as revealed in Rayner's 'The Evolution of die Queensland Labour Party (to 1907)', pp. 17-18. 
^^ * For Izatt, Fish and Fraser see QF, 20 Febraary 1886, p. 287 and for Sandford see BC, 8 April 1886, p. 
5. 
The board of provisional directors comprised George Dempster Izatt, Aldermen James Hipwood and 
William Galloway, Charles Kertland, George Fish, Robert Fraser and Captain TW Sunners. John 
Sandford acted as Secretary/?ro tem. A/21397, Companies Registered Between 1863-1888, No. 279, 
Book 3, Brisbane Workman's Club Company Limited. 
76 
Chapter Two 
The "Clubs Question' 
Two Other related factors were probably instmmental in the decision of this group of 
entrepreneurs to establish the Brisbane Workman's Club Company Limited. In the 
prospecms published in the Figaro it is stated that the chief object of the company was 
"To establish a Workman's Club on somewhat similar lines as the Workman's Club at 
home ..."; home being the United Kingdom.^ '*" This reference is to the workmen's club 
movement there, which by the 1880s had become enormously successful at attracting 
working class patronage. Operating under the auspices of the Club and Instimte Union 
founded by the Reverend Henry Solly in 1862, these clubs were established with the 
expUcit aim of creating harmony between "the classes" through bringing together the 
worker, businessman, professional and noble under the leadership mainly of the reform-
minded middle classes. By this means Solly believed that rational social values centring 
on class conciliation rather than conflict would be imparted to worker members.^ '^ ' 
Unlike the proposed Brisbane Workman's Club, the British clubs by the mid-1880s 
were not temperance based, as this was considered too patronising by the Union 
leadership. However, they had proven that such clubs could attract large numbers of 
working men and offered an oppormnity for employer and employee to socialise 
harmoniously. That such a possibility would be created by the Brisbane venture, 
especially at a time of slowly escalating union organisation, growing unemployment, 
especially from mid-1886 to the end of 1887, and stiikes by bakers, printers and 
painters, may well have motivated - at the very least partially - the decision to found 
the Club.^ ^^ 
"^^  QF, 6 February 1886, p. 238. 
^ ' Price, 'The Working Men's Club Movement'; Bailey, Leisure and Class in Victorian England'; 
Tremlett, Clubmen. 
^^ EH Lane, Dawn to Dusk: Reminiscences of a rebel, Queensland, Shape, 1993 edn, p. 31. First 
published in 1939; Richmond, 'Govemment and Economic Development', p. 3; Crook, 'Aspects of 
Brisbane Society', p. 28; Murphy, (ed.) The Big Strikes; WH Moore, Letters from Australia 1885-1890, 
compiled by Denis Bertram Moore, 1982. Letter to his mother written from die Bushman's Home, Albert 
Street, Brisbane, 19 April 1887, Mss F2468/14. FL; Rayner, 'The Evolution of die Queensland Labour 
Party (to 1907)', pp. 10-11; QF, 27 Febraary 1886, p. 323; BC, 15 April 1886, p. 3,22 September 1886, 
p. 5. 
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Conunercial, philanthropic and political considerations aside, it remained that for this 
type of temperance based leisure venue to succeed it was vital that it promoted facilities 
and an atmosphere rivalUng the public house, or the "Poor Man's Club" The clientele 
targeted by the Club's promoters were less the hardened drinkers than working men, 
usually unmarried, who, in the absence of any desirable alternative, would frequent the 
inner city and suburban tavems for company and entertainment. Thus, the founders of 
the company sought to create a hospitable and genial environment where working men 
could sociaUse without feeling pressured to consume "intoxicating liquor" By offering 
an alcohol free environment, it was reasoned in the manner of classical moral reform 
thinking, a more rational sociability would be fostered and all kinds of 'temptations' 
(rarely articulated by the Club's promoters) held at bay.^ "^ ^ 
At the outset of the venmre the local press was supportive of the aims and objectives of 
the Club. The board of provisional directors also sought other avenues to publicise 
the club to workers, such as arranging advertising at the Eight Hours demonstration at 
the Exhibition Grounds.^ "^ ^ Media coverage of the instimtion gathered pace towards its 
official opening, which occurred on the evening of Friday 22 October 1886. Both the 
leading weekly journals and daily newspapers featured articles praising the efforts of 
the directors. For example, the Figaro was delighted by the prospect of the Club's 
opening, particularly its labour bureau, which it regarded as a "... very laudable 
adjunct" to the instimtion.^ "*^ 
The Evangelical Standard predictably bestowed its approval on the Club for its 
temperance stance, declaring that"... the feature which makes the whole enterprise 
343 
344 
QF, 20 Febraary 1886, p. 287. 
The progress of die Brisbane Workman's Club Company Limited prior to its opening can be traced in 
BC, 1 March 1886, p. 5, 9 March 1886, p. 1, 19 March 1886, p. 5, 8 April 1886, p. 5, 25 June 1886 p 5 
14 July 1886, p. 4,26 August 1886, p. 4,20,25 September 1886, pp. 4, 5. 
^^BC, lMarchl886,p. 5. 
^* QF. 16 October 1886, p. 539. 
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hopeful in our eyes is the exclusion of alcoholic drinks .. ."^ '^ ^ The Standard reporter 
would have been equally gratified with the knowledge that the Club had appointed John 
Bain, a man with impeccable credentials in the local temperance movement, to the paid 
position of Manager and Secretary in early September. Bain was chosen over eighty 
other appUcants, replacing Sandford as Secretary pro tem, who took up a position on the 
board.^ '** On taking on the job Bain was described as "... a cheery-faced elderiy 
gentleman, with courteous manners, and a bit of blue ribbon pinned prominently on his 
coat lapel."^ '*^ 
The Telegraph emphasised what it believed to be the Club's primary role, reporting that 
"... it has been formed for the purpose of establishing a counter attraction to public-
house and other places of resort which are not conducive to the temporal and moral 
welfare of the working man", thus being "... an instimtion which is deserving of the 
support of all classes in the community."^^° The Courier's report on the club was the 
least effusive, concentrating less on its moral value than the decor of the clubrooms in 
•Iff I 
Adelaide Street. However, virmally without exception the media stressed the 
function of the Club as a counter-attraction to the temptations of the street and as a 
place for fashioning amicable relations between "the classes" Reporting on the 
progress of the Club from its inception until its official opening included commentary 
on its physical appearance, perceived in the pantheon of rational recreation, as a cmcial 
ingredient necessary for its success. 
Following a search for suitable premises by members of the board, it was determined in 
August to take out a three-year lease on the top flat of the newly erected premises of the 
^^ QES, 22 October 1886, p. 359. 
^* BC, 20 September 1886, p. 4; Telegraph, 18 September 1886, p. 4. 
^ ' QF, 16 October 1886, p. 539. 
^^ ^ Telegraph, 22 October 1886, p. 2. 
^^ ' BC, 19 October 1886, p. 6. 
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Brisbane Permanent Benefit and Investment Society in Adelaide Street.^ ^^ Upon 
entering the clubrooms the visitor first encountered a gas-lit amusement room, 
described as elegantly apportioned, comfortably furnished with evening chairs, lounges 
and small round tables, and tastefully arrayed potted plants. The amusement room also 
housed the chess and draughts tables, which were free for members and visitors and two 
billiard tables on which games could be played at the small cost of 2d. An avant-garde 
"summer ice" table (a miniamre form of Scottish curiing in effect) was specially 
procured for members and shortly after its opening a bagatelle table was installed. The 
amusement room, in line with the temperance poUcy, boasted a "... handsomely made 
bar", constmcted from polished colonial woods, serving at moderate cost, tea, coffee, 
cocoa and snack food. 
Proceeding through the amusement room the patron encountered the reading room and 
library, "... well suppUed with Home and Colonial Newspapers and Magazines [and] 
excellent Literature", stocked with books provided by prominent citizens such as Sir 
Thomas Mcllwraith, Sir Arthur Hunter Palmer and Sir Charles Lilley.^ '^* Fresh air was 
provided for club patrons by way of a balcony opening out on to busy Adelaide Street, 
where, according to the Courier reporter, "... a more tempting place for a pipe and a 
book could not be found."^ ^^ The premises' opening hours were from 9am to 11pm but, 
in a probable attempt at signifying the respectable intentions of the promoters, only the 
reading room and library remained open on Sundays and for the limited hours of 10am 
to 5pm. With the clubrooms nearly completed the opening night was intended to be a 
gala night. While the official number of members on the Club's roll was a 
disappointing 150, the attendance of many of the capital's leading personages served to 
impress most of the press reporters at the event. Major shareholders, such as Sir Arthur 
Hunter Palmer KCMG, Sir Thomas Mcllwraith KCMG, Thomas Macdonald-Paterson 
^"5C, 26 August 1886, p. 4. 
^" Telegraph, 22 October 1886, p. 2. 
^^ BC, 29 October 1886, p. 1,1 November 1886, p. 5. 
^'^BC, 19 October 1886, p. 6. 
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MLC, S W Brookes MLA, Peter McLean, Commissioner for Lands, WH Day, Police 
Magistrate and Lieutenant Colonel Snelling, graced the platform.^ ^^ The ceremony 
commenced at eight o'clock in clubrooms "... handsomely decorated for the occasion", 
with Sir Arthur Palmer opening the speeches to an audience of between 300 and 400 
people. 
However, it is evident that the attendees were overwhelmingly not from the social class 
bearing the name of the Club.^ ^^ The special reporter from the Week described the 
scene: 
Looking around, one was impressed with the magnificent appearance of the 
rooms which are occupied by the club, every article of furniture and upholstery 
being excellent, but the company and association gave point and force, and an 
'honourable' wharf labourer remarked "that he had been looking about 
everywhere, but could not find the workmen." It was evident from the character 
of the company present that those for whose benefit the club was got up, and 
whose name it bears, had very little part in the proceedings of last evening; and to 
use a hackneyed phrase, workmen were conspicuous by their absence.^ ^^ 
Perhaps forced by such a circumstance to ad lib his opening address. Sir Arthur justified 
the inauguration of a workman's club virtually without workmen by expanding the 
definition of working class to include employers, politicians and professionals. Palmer, 
a prominent squatter and financier, was drawing something of a long bow indeed in 
describing these social groups as belonging to a working class. Newspaper proprietor 
Samuel Wood Brooks, MLA for Fortitude Valley, followed Sir Arthur with a speech 
dominated by his concem for harmony to prevail between the "classes", despite the lack 
of members of the "working classes" present to receive this well-worn message. He 
expressed his hope that the club would provide an oppormnity for ongoing 
rapprochement between "the classes" thus: 
356 BC, 29 October 1886, p. 1; Week, 30 October 1886, pp. 6-7. 
^" QF, 23 October 1886, p. 615. 
^ '^ Week, 30 October 1886, p. 6. 
^ '^ Week, 30 October 1886, p. 6. 
81 
Chapter Two 
The "Clubs Question" 
He looked upon a club like this as a happy meeting ground for employers and 
employed.... The social and mumal relations which employers and employed 
meeting on the same common ground would promote and effect and the immense 
advantages of knowing how the world was progressing would be theirs. To effect 
and promote such objects was his ardent and deepest hope in relation to the 
club.3^° 
Despite the disappointing aspects of the opening ceremony, the Brisbane Working 
Men's Club Limited experienced a reasonably successful beginning. An advertisement 
placed on the front page of the Courier after six days in business announced that the 
first week of operation had been a "GRAND SUCCESS", probably due to a 
promotional strategy involving, as an enticement to taking up membership, free 
admission for the first eight days, leading to a bumper mm out where: 
... something like 2000 people of both sexes have visited the room. The working 
classes of every conceivable section have been there, and expressed their high 
opinion of all they have seen and experienced. As a proof of this it may be 
mentioned that up to Friday night [29 October] over 600 games have been played 
on the two billiard tables and the summer ice table. Chess, draughts, and 
dominoes have been in great demand, and every available table for these games 
has been fully occupied. The bar has been patronized by an appreciative public. 
However, although the Club clearly opened with a flourish within weeks the directors 
related that a "... reaction set in." This "reaction" manifested in a disappointingly low 
weekly income, which almost heralded the Club's demise in late 1886 and early 1887, 
reflecting a distinct lack of support for the instimtion by the city's working men, of 
which their "conspicuous absence" at its opening ceremony was surely a portent.^ ^^ 
Given the charter of the Club this issue was a matter of grave consternation to 
shareholders who attended the first annual meeting in August 1887. For example, a Mr 
^'° BC, 23 October 1886, p. 5. 
^^ ' BC, 29 October 1886, p. 1, 1 November 1886, p. 5. 
*^^  Telegraph, 31 August 1887, p. 3. In the four weeks following its official opening the average weekly 
income totalled a meagre £15. BC, 1 September 1887, p. 4. 
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B RISBANE WORKMAN^S CLUB 
Visitors to the^  city during thia week will find 
& pleasant eDJoyment in paying a visit to tlie 
BRISBANE WORKMAN^S CLUB 
(Next G'iiety Theatre). 
Open during the day from 9a,m. to 11 p.m. 
Billiards, Snmm^? loe or Curling Table, 
Draughts. Ghoss, Dominoes. 
Reading-room well Bupplied with 
HOME AND COLONIAL NKWSPAPERS 
AND MAGAZINES
GOOD LIBRARY, 
Splendid Ba  here Refreshments and Tempe^ 
ranee Drinks can be had at reasonable prices. 
CIGARS, CIGARETTK8. TOBACCa 
A Vieit WellJMerita Favour. 
JNO. BAIN, 
Mana$;erand Secretary. 
Source: Brisbane Courier, 9 November 1886, p. 1. 
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Smith tendered his opinion that the poor membership figures, and concomitant parlous 
financial condition of the club, was due mainly to workingmen being dissuaded from 
becoming members on account of its elite image generated from its disproportionately 
high number of large shareholders. The Secretary concurred, admitting frankly, "... the 
most serious failure of the institution, and indeed the root evil of the whole position, 
lies in the fact that this so-called Workmen's Club is not resorted to by workmen. Very 
few mechanics... had joined, so that the name had 'proved a misnomer.'"^^^ 
Of great significance was a related criticism voiced at the annual meeting by some 
shareholders concerning the need to boost the popularity of the Club among male 
workers by reconsidering the foundational adherence to the temperance principle. The 
most determined advocated that the board vote to register the club under the Liquor Act 
o/1886 to enable alcohol to be served on the premises.^^ However, the suggestion of 
abandoning the temperance principle to curry favour with workingmen was greeted 
with derision by the press. For instance, the Courier contended that, "We have drinking 
clubs enough already in Brisbane, and we do not want another posing as a gift of 
philanthropy and appealing directly to a class who are peculiarly open to temptation, 
and many of whom are struggling nobly to relieve themselves and their mates from the 
incubus of drink."^^^ 
The Evangelical Standard unsurprisingly thought it essential for the board of directors 
to "keep out the liquor", thus rendering the "... working man's club... an undoubted 
boon, not to themselves only, but through their advancement, to the community at 
large... the sober and intelligent workman must show himself the more in earnest in 
supporting the institution, if it is to be a success."^^^ Despite such adverse commentary 
on the possible introduction of liquor into the Club, the shareholders were driven to 
^" BC, 1 September 1887, p. 4. 
*^* £0,31 August 1887, p. 4. 
^" BC, 1 September 1887, p. 4. 
*^* QES, 2 July 1886, p. 3 and 22 October 1886, p. 359. 
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consider their investment, which a number thought lost if alcohol was not provided. 
Certainly, this matter had been discussed prior to the first annual meeting, although 
with less passion. From the beginning there was scepticism in certain quarters. In his 
opening speech leading shareholder. Sir Arthur Palmer, expressed a view that was to 
gather support, stating - only half tongue-in-cheek - that"... when they got tired of 
total abstinence they would allow a drink on the premises ."^ ^^  Further, just prior to the 
opening a special reporter from the Figaro visited the clubrooms and, while generally 
impressed with the facilities, proffered an opinion on the adoption of the temperance 
principle, suggesting that it was perhaps the case that the recent great success of the 
Mechanics' Institute in Launceston was occasioned by its promoters having "...no hard 
and fast principles" where alcohol was concerned. Indeed, the Institute obtained a beer 
license, which according to the reporter may well have boosted its popularity 
significantly.^ ^^ 
The recent history of the workman's club scene in Brisbane tended to support the 
advice given by the Figaro's special reporter on the need for management to adopt a 
more liberal stance on the provision of alcohol. In 1877 perhaps the first attempt to 
establish a workmen's club in Brisbane had actually foundered on the question of the 
permissibility of liquor within its premises. The formation of this club was mooted 
when numerous philanthropically inclined moral reformers banded together with the 
aim of emulating the successes of the Hobart Workingmen's Club, through establishing 
in the city centre an institution to "... provide a place of common resort for working 
men, where they could obtain refreshments, and pass a pleasant hour in friendly 
intercourse, in reading, or at a game of billiards or other amusements."^^' 
At the first public meeting to inaugurate the venture, dissension emerged between a 
hard-line temperance faction and a more liberally inclined grouping who thought it 
^" BC, 23 October 1886, p. 5. 
^^ * QF, 16 October 1886, p. 539. 
369 BC, 21 November 1877, p. 3. 
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would attain greater success if "spiritous and fermented liquors" were available to 
patrons on the club's premises.'^" With the matter unresolved the 'movement' sputtered 
on into 1878 until the intervention of the Ladies' Christian Association - precursor to 
the YWCA - which succeeded in using its numbers to force a decision to operate the 
proposed club "along temperance lines."''' This was the last that was heard of the idea 
for the club, which should perhaps have been a salutary lesson for the management 
committee of the Brisbane Workman's Club ten years later. 
While it is not possible to conclude that the strategy of the non-provision of alcohol at 
the Club was solely responsible for its failure to become embedded in local working 
class culture, the words of a report in the Week are prescient. At the time of the first 
heated debate on the inclusion or exclusion of liquor within the yet to be established 
clubrooms, the writer opined: 
There has been too much of that taking of the working man by the hand in the old 
country, and there is no reason for repeating the operation here. The Queensland 
working man is the most independent member of the community, and, in many 
respects the best off, while no one doubts his intelligence. Why therefore is he to 
be shepherded in his social walk through hfe, and have it decided for him whether 
he is to drink tea or coffee, or more stimulating beverages, if he prefers them, or 
whether he is to play chess rather than skittles. He is perfectly capable of judging 
for himself of his own wants, and quite well enough off to establish a club on his 
own account, if he wants one, without the aid of a committee of well-meaning 
philanthropists, who pretend to understand his wants better than he himself 
does."^ 
The divisive issue of whether the Brisbane Workman's Club should include liquor 
among its attractions was never resolved, due to the increasing apathy of the directors 
and shareholders regarding the Club's survival.'^' The issues raised in the statement 
above, penned by the Week's reporter in 1877, are pertinent to the events that unfolded 
™ Week, 24 November 1877, p. 659; BC, 21 November 1877, p. 3. 
" ' Week, 9 March 1878, p. 354. 
"^ Week, 24 November 1877, p. 659. 
"^ BC, 17 September 1887, p. 5. 
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a decade later. Underlying the attitude to prohibit liquor within the precincts of the 
Brisbane Workman's Club was a paternalistic ethos claiming to know what was best for 
the worker. Indeed, such paternalism was identified as a key factor in the Club's failure 
to attract sufficient interest from workers. 
So, the temperance issue was not the only subject of controversy emerging out of the 
first year of the Club's existence. Paternalism and domination of the Club's 
management by large shareholders of middle and upper class backgrounds were 
advanced, often with the benefit of hindsight, as major contributors to the collapse of 
the institution. In strictly financial terms the period between the announcement of the 
venture and its actual opening had been quite uncertain, and despite the provisional 
director's belief in the generous terms of the share issue, it became evident after a mere 
four months since the prospectus was publicly advanced that shares had been taken up 
more tardily and in lesser numbers than "... was originally contemplated."''^ '^  Indeed, by 
late June 1886 only about one-half of the 12 000 shares had been allotted to 180 
shareholders, the majority of whom had not at this juncture paid for them in full, 
although a "considerable number" more had been purchased by August.''^ 
While enough shares had been issued by June 1886 justify the Club's formation and 
registration under the Companies' Act o/1863, a crisis meeting of shareholders (the 
first of a number to follow) was held that month to air concems about the evident lack 
of interest in the institution. The crisis meeting itself was testament to this situation, 
attracting a mere forty shareholders not including the provisional directors.''^ 
The report delivered to the meeting by the provisional directors offered various excuses 
for the tardy issue of shares. Essentially, it suggested two reasons for the poor response 
""* Telegraph, 25 June 1886, p. 2. 
' " BC, 20 September 1886, p. 4. 
"inf. 
An Act for the Incorporation Regulation and Winding Up of Trading Companies and Other 
Associations (27 Vic. No. 4). The Act's short tide is The Companies Act o/1863; A/21397 Companies 
Registered Between 1863-1888, No. 279, Book 3, Brisbane Workman's Club Company Limited. 
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N O W O P E N , 
BRISBA4iJE WOKK.VIAK'S CLUB ROOMS, 
A DKLAIDE-BTREET, 
(Nexc Gaiety Theatre.) 
F l l E E A D M I S S I O N 
'Jo 
CLUn-ROOMS 
For 
K T G TI T p A YiS . 
From 23rd till Slst October. 
Open dailj' from 9a m. till 11 p.m. 
(Sundays, roni 10 a m- ti 1 f5 p ni., for Raading-
room aad Library only.) 
-GRAND SUCCESS. 
Hundreds viait the Clnb-rooiDB dally, and take 
par t in the gamefl provided for them. "^  
The RMADINGROOvi is well euppUod with 
Home and Colonial NBWBPAP - RH and MAGAZINES, 
and is a source of mach eiuoyment. 
The LIBHARY la getting well stocked with 
excellent LrTpu.TiJ8j5 _^  
FRKK ADMISSION DURING THE 
PRESENT WEEK. 
Friends to the oauBO are invited to take np 
Sb&res, or be enrolled aa Members. 
NO INSTITUTION 
Like the 
BRISBANE WOKKMAN'S CLUB 
in the Australian Coloniea. 
MEMBERS' " S U B S C R I P T I O N S 
payable in advance. Tickets not transferable. 
MEMBERS' TICKETS. 
8. d, 
—ViMMng Member per visit „ 0 3 
Monthly Member 3 0 
Half-yearly-Member .. . . .. 12 6 
Yearly Member 20 0 
Shareholder's yearly 12 6 
Visiting Members' Tickets can be had at 2B.-Cd. 
per dozen. 
CLUB-RQO^H^OPEN DAILY 
From 9 a,HI. till 11 p.m. 
Mefabcrghip will coBamence on Monday, lat 
Noreraber. 
Sharehslders and intendmsf membera are re-
qaested to make early application to secretary for 
tickete. 
JNO. BAIN, 
Seoretary. 
Source: Brisbane Courier, 29 October 1886, p. 1. 
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to the formation of the Club. First, the directors proffered that it was being confused 
with the Fortitude Valley Workmen's Club, which dispensed alcohol and was registered 
under the Liquor Act o/1886. Second, the directors argued that misunderstandings had 
occurred regarding its temperance character, with many workers of this persuasion 
avoiding the Club as they believed alcohol was provided.^'' Neither of these reasons 
can be considered convincing, as the public record made it abundantly clear that the 
directors had performed sterling work in advertising the club as defined by the 
temperance principle and that it was situated in the Brisbane CBD, not Fortitude Valley. 
However, the report did express concem that workers were perhaps responding 
unfavourably to the Club proposal due to upper class complexion of the major 
shareholders, stating that, "... the feeling that pervaded some sections of workmen that 
the club was not intended to be a workmen's club at all. The feeling seems to have 
arisen from the fact of several prominent gentlemen, such as His Excellency Sir 
Anthony Musgrave, Sir Arthur Palmer, Sir Thomas Mcllwraith, &c. being 
shareholders."^'* It is also probable that potential patrons from the capital's 
'respectable' working classes were cognisant of the fact that their decision making 
capacities were diminished greatly due to the Club's constitution enshrining the 
principle that a holding of at least twenty-five shares was the minimum condition for 
acquiring a seat on the board of directors was excessive, which advantaged larger - and 
wealthier - investors against smaller working class shareholders.^'^ 
The theme of paternalism and class-bound arrogance was returned too repeatedly, but 
never so forcefully as in the aftermath of the Club's demise in March 1888. The 
Courier placed the responsibility squarely on the shoulders of the board of directors and 
"^ Telegraph, 25 June 1886, p. 2. 
•^^  Telegraph, 25 June 1886, p. 2. The Governor procured shares at the outset of the venture and by 17 
March applications for shares had been received from the Premier Samuel Walker Griffith, Sir Thomas 
Mcllwraith, leader of the opposition in the Legislative Assembly, Sir Arthur Palmer, JG Drake, a leading 
Brisbane barrister, and Alexander Hunter of Messrs James Hunter and Co. Sir Charles Lilley in a fitting 
gesture made a contribution toward the club library. BC, 1 March 1886, p. 5,19 March 1886, p. 5. 
"" BC, 1 September 1887, p. 4. 
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the elitism that had underpinned the institution's management. Pulling no punches, the 
editor declared emphatically that working men refused to identify with the Club as it 
".. .originated with some eclat by outsiders in the asserted interests of the working 
classes."^*" The Courier could not be accused of being wise after the event regarding 
this matter for, shortly after its official opening, a report expressed concem at the non-
working class composition of the management: 
Of the ten persons who formed the company, five are described as merchants, one 
as an architect, two as engineers, one as an accountant, and one as a laundryman. 
A large majority of them are employers of labour, but not one a bdnafide working 
man in the conventional sense of the term. The general management of the affairs 
of the company was in the hands of the secretary, under the superintendence and 
control of the directors. These directors were twelve in number, and were 
qualified by holding at least twenty-five shares. It was felt that the sharp 
qualification was a bad one...Thus it will be seen that the club was formed on an 
altogether wrong basis. It was a company animated, no doubt, by philanthropic 
motives at the commencement, which proffered certain benefits to the working 
man, in the form of a social club; but from the formal opening throughout its brief 
career there was an air of patronage about it that insured its failure. 
In a rare burst of populist enthusiasm, the perennially conservative Courier proposed 
that the undemocratic organisation of the Club, with its minimum twenty five-share 
condition for eligibility to sit on the directorate, was offensive to Brisbane working 
men. Sufficiently so indeed to doom the Club to ignominy and eventual failure: 
The genuine working man is very sensitive, is possessed of self-respect, and, quite 
rightly, absolutely refuses to be patronised. At the same time there is no reason 
why a bdnafide workmen's club should not be started in Brisbane, managed by 
the working men themselves, and gradually extend its branches throughout 
Queensland. Such organisations have been successful elsewhere, and we should 
imagine that, in spite of the failure of the present Brisbane Workman's Club, an 
institution founded on a proper basis, such as we have indicated, would have a 
prosperous and successful career.^ *^ 
^^°BC, 1 September 1887, p. 4. 
' * ' B C , 17 March 1887, p. 4 
'*^BC, 17 March 1887, p. 4. 
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In what was possibly a first, the analysis in the Courier was in agreement with that of 
the radical labour-oriented journal, the Boomerang. In its "Master and Man" column the 
journal's reporter commented on the Club's failure in uncompromisingly harsh terms: 
WORKMEN'S clubs appear to be springing up everywhere except in Brisbane, in 
which city such institutions have a bad name among the most interested owing to 
the way in which the so-called Brisbane Workman's Club panned out... 
Australian workmen won't be patronised by anybody... and they certainly won't 
consent to be dry-nursed by an institute in which only the well-to-do can vote and 
only the "nobs" become directors. In a workman's club all voting must be equal 
and all offices open to members and to members only. There is no need of patrons 
and vice-patrons, or any snobbery of that sort. It should be a place where 
workmen can meet together to discuss how to root out all equality and injustice, 
not to have things rubbed into them.^ *^ 
There would appear to be some veracity in such mminations when the trajectory and 
longevity of social clubs - with liquor on offer or otherwise - managed substantially by 
worker members are considered. Instances of self-managed male working class social 
clubs abound in Queensland's provincial towns in the late nineteenth century. In 
Charleville and Clermont, for example, vibrant workmen's social clubs were formed in 
the mid-1880s.^ *'* In the Ipswich region workmen's clubs were registered at Bundamba, 
Dinmore and Blackstone, where miners and pottery workers ran institutions "... 
wherein no black-coated gentry intrade and over which "respectability' does not shake 
its stifling scent bottle."^*^ The country town of Toowoomba also boasted a highly 
successful workmen's club by late 1887 - the Darling Downs Working Men's Club -
which met in rooms rented at the White Horse Hotel. 
^" Boomerang, 1 January 1888, p. 13 
^^ QF, 12 September 1885, p. 437,10 September 1887, p. 425. 
'*^  QF, 31 December 1887, p. 993; COL/228, Applications and Correspondence re issue of licenses under 
die provisions of die Liquor Act; court papers re breaches of die Act and prosecutions commenced 1899-
1928, in-letter 14887 of 1899, Commissioner of Police to Under Secretary, Home Department, 23 
November 1899. QSA. 
*^* QF, 31 December 1887, p. 993, 11 February 1888, p. 251,24 March 1888, p. 502. 
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Such success was then not to feature in the history of the Brisbane Workman's Club 
Limited. In fact, this experiment in "profitable philanthropy" failed on two important 
counts. Philanthropically it did not succeed in attracting working class patrons in 
significant numbers. Thus, as an institution of rational recreation and wholesome 
amusement it failed to provide an adequate altemative to the public house. Moreover, 
the lack of patronage rendered the Club unprofitable. The writing was to a large extent 
on the wall when the first financial report was issued, revealing an overall loss for the 
year 1886-1887 of £361 9s 8d - constituting over forty percent of expenditure.^*' The 
Secretary voiced optimism that this scenario would not be repeated in the future. 
However, he was proven to have been too sanguine when the 1887-1888 half-yearly 
report was issued on 18 Febraary. This report showed it to have descended even deeper 
into the red, to the tune of £765 4s 6d, plus depreciation of plant.^ ** Compounding the 
dire financial straits outlined in the balance sheet was the revelation that many of those 
individuals who had signalled their intention to secure shares had, even into the second 
year of the club's existence, failed to meet arrears due in fiill or in part. 389 
By 14 March 1888 the situation had worsened to the extent that a special general 
meeting of the shareholders was held in the clubrooms in Adelaide Street, with a mere 
sixteen shareholders, representing 1 275 shares attending. An extraordinary general 
meeting was convened, at which George Fish, one of the founders, moved the following 
motion: "That it has been proved to the satisfaction of this meeting, that the company 
cannot, by reason of its liabilities continue its business, and that it is advisable to wind 
up the company, and accordingly the same be wound up voluntarily."-'^ " Perhaps 
inevitably the motion was accepted unanimously heralding the collapse, less than 
eighteenth months after its official opening, of the Brisbane Working Men's Club 
Limited. 
^" BC, 1 September 1887, p. 4. 
^^'£0,15 March 1888, p. 3. 
389 
390 
BC, 19 November 1887, p. 5. 
£0,15 March 1888, p. 3. 
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With the winding up of the Club's affairs the most ambitious attempt in late Victorian 
and Edwardian Queensland to promote a temperance-based workmen's social club had 
ended. It is exceedingly difficult for the historian of workmen's clubs in Queensland 
prior to the First World War to speculate on the effects the demise of this institution of 
rational recreation had on the experimental tendencies of the moral reform movement. 
For sure, this movement invested little time in promoting clubs for working men 
operating on temperance lines and when such was mooted for the outer northern suburb 
of Lutwyche in 1889 the idea fell on stony ground.^ '^  Rather, the energy of moral 
reformers was expended more negatively campaigning against "mushroom clubs", 
detailed earlier in this chapter. While commentators such as "CWR", a columnist for 
Brisbane-based joumal Progress, claimed in the ensuing years that a workman's club or 
clubs in the city, "... with a moderate entrance fee and attractive accommodation, 
would be an immense success", it can be speculated reasonably that the experience of 
the Brisbane Workman's Club Limited and the scratiny registered working class social 
clubs were subjected to under licensing legislation largely precluded the possibility. 
Conclusion 
The rational recreation experiment in the form of the Brisbane Workman's Club Pty Ltd 
had then failed in terms of its primary aim - the promotion of 'sobriety' through the 
institution acting as a counter attraction to the public house and "mushroom club" 
Underestimating perhaps the powerful role of alcohol in pattems of working class 
custom and sociability, temperance reformers and rational recreationists were thwarted 
ultimately in their long ranning campaign to exert control, either via State regulation or 
with temperance counter attractions. While legislation introduced to control and survey 
male working class drinking customs, within and without the realm of social clubs, it 
can be concluded from the available evidence that the objective largely went unmet. 
^ " £ 0 , 5 March 1889, p. 5. 
'^^  Progrm, 8 July 1899, p. 5. 
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It is supremely ironic that, as the preceding narrative demonstrates, the twenty-five year 
legislative campaign against working class social clubs covered in this chapter actually 
led to the extension of 'privileges' to members of 'gentlemen's' clubs, such as the 
Johnsonian, Brisbane and Queensland Clubs, frequented by males from the elite and 
upper middle class. An extraordinary number of parliamentarians from both the lower 
and upper houses held membership at 'gentlemen's' clubs, especially the ultra-
prestigious Queensland Club. Thus, when clubs in general, rather than just the working 
class variety, were threatened with being brought under state surveillance it becomes 
apparent that club loyalty often outweighed fealty to other forms of identification on the 
part of many of the parliamentarians. 
The patemalism that underlay the repressive legislation based campaigns and the 
Workman's Club experiment extended beyond rational recreation initiatives for 
predominantly white Anglo-Celtic males and their attitudes and practices conceming 
alcohol consumption. Chapter three following picks up this thread as part of this survey 
of the development of rational recreation schemes, programmes and institutions for the 
youth of Brisbane, centring on the emergence and consolidation of youth clubs in the 
late Victorian era. 
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gaol": The establishment of youth clubs in Brisbane, 1880-
1914.393 
For the moral reform movement in Queensland in the years 1880 to 1914, mirroring 
anxieties felt sharply throughout the westem world, juvenile 'delinquency' and 
criminality came to be viewed as among the most pressing urban social problems. 
Britain experienced its "hooligan" scares in the late nineteenth century, involving gangs 
of young 'toughs' generally fi-om "rough' neighbourhoods in the major cities, given 
apparently to violence and intimidation against rivals, and worse, the 'respectable' 
citizenry. '^'* The Australian variant of this "rough' plebeian specimen of youth culture 
was termed the "larrikin" and the gang the "push", with the female counterpart being 
the "larrikiness" It is not my intention to explore the Victorian and Edwardian 
discourse on this complex phenomenon in Queensland as Murray Johnson has dealt 
with it ably in his unpublished honours thesis.^ ^^ However, it is important to highlight 
the significance of the - usually adult middle and upper class - constraction of working 
class and "underclass' youth in particular as "problematic'. Indeed, it was through this 
understanding of youth in the lower social strata representing a potential social problem 
that the modem youth work complex derived its initial impetus, manifest in the sphere 
of recreational welfare in which the youth club movement was paramount in an 
expanding orbit of service provision. 
From the late nineteenth century in Queensland, this complex commenced to colonise 
the fields of 'child welfare', 'juvenile justice' and - often treated cursorily, if at all, by 
students of the youth work profession - the provision of rational recreation institutions, 
or institutions of recreational welfare - as antidotes to 'deviant' leisure and the 
^" Peter Airey in QPD, vol. Ixxxviii, 1901, p. 2208. 
^^ Geoffrey Pearson, Hooligan: A history of respectable fears, London, Macmillan, 1983; Thomas F 
Boyle, Black Swine in the Sewers ofHampstead: Beneath the surface of Victorian sensationalism. New 
York, Viking, 1989. 
^^ Johnson, "'Leaning on die Lamp-post'" 
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supposed inexorable drift into criminality.^ ^^ Moral reformers, "child savers" and the 
phalanx of 'public morality' agencies, such as the Council for Public Morality, the 
Society for the Prevention of Craelty and the Youth Departments of the Churches, 
sought solutions to the potential descent of male working class youth especially into a 
career of petty crime.^'' One strategy centred on punitive sanctions enforced by the 
State in the form of incarceration in penal institutions such as the industrial school, 
reformatory, or gaol. The State was also encouraged to legislate for and service the 
child "welfare' system in Queensland, which sought to identify and cordon off youth 
deemed in need of State "care' and 'control' 
However, the govemments in office prior to World War One, whether Liberal or 
Conservative, were reticent about investing in preventative programmes and initiatives 
aimed at arresting the rate of youth crime - real or imaginary. In the Edwardian years, 
with the political philosophy of "Social Liberalism" in the ascendant, there was much 
discussion by youth workers and others interested in youth affairs on the appropriate 
role for the State in this realm, with the consensus opinion being for greater financial 
involvement. Interestingly, in 1905 even the conservative Cowner contended that the 
State needed to be more pro-active in funding youth affairs, suggesting that: 
Quite apart from the moral and charitable side of the question there is the fact of 
which we appear to be almost entirely oblivious, that every well-trained and 
disciplined human being is of immense economic value to the State. It would pay 
the State many times over to take in hand this neglected youth problem, and 
devise means whereby it should become a difficult thing for a boy to develop into 
a street loafer and a nuisance to the community.. .^ *^ 
'^* See die otherwise excellent works of Schofield, 'An Overview of die Mediods'; Goldman, 'Child 
Welfare in Nineteenth Century Queensland'. My historical overview of children in Queensland for the 
Forde Inquiry is a useful introduction to children in State care, but similarly does not explore the concept 
of recreational welfare, 'Historical Overview of Children in Queensland' 
'^^  Refer to chapter one. Andiony M Piatt, The Child Savers: The invention of delinquency, Chicago, 
University of Chicago, 1969. 
'^* BC, 22 June 1905, p. 4. 
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Further, a Courier "special" on "Brisbane's Needy Youth" emphasised that the State's 
responsibility lay in its enabling capacity to fund initiatives that would "... reduce the 
number of prospective criminals and convert them into desirable citizens."^^^ This task 
could not be overestimated, according to General Secretary Trafford of the YMCA.'"'*' 
In an article, titied "Our Coming Manhood in tiie Making", he insisted on financial and 
moral backing for the task of 'boy work', claiming: 
In this age of self-seeking, where men seemingly are so bent upon directing all 
their efforts to their own betterment, it is essential, nay more, it is imperative that 
the youth of our nation be taught to take an interest in public affairs, and that our 
youth be trained to think round public questions, and encouraged to assist in 
voluntary service for the public good. The future of this State depends not so 
much upon the man who now holds office in State affairs (though their 
responsibility is God entrasted), but upon the boys and lads of the present 
generation.^°^ 
However, despite the proliferation of the ethos of "Social Liberalism", State welfarism 
remained an epiphenomenon in Queensland at the beginning of the Great War, with 
voluntarism and philanthropy continuing to dominate the provision of welfare to the 
"needy" 
The eamest involvement of the State, national and local, in youth affairs was not to 
eventuate until the post-World War Two years.'^ "^  Nevertheless, even without the 
backing of significant government finances, organisations dedicated to providing such 
services emerged and consolidated their efforts during this period. Professionalism in 
service provision in areas such as youth work occurred also, as an emphasis on youth 
^ ' ' B C , 21 June 1905, p. 2. 
""^  Trafford was Secretary of die Brisbane YMCA Boys' Work Department in 1912 and 1913. He was 
educated at Upton Cross Grammar School, Essex, King's College, London University, and St Aiden's 
College, Birkenhead. Trafford was an assistant master of a large boarding school m New Zealand before 
taking up his position with the Brisbane YMCA. He also had extensive experience as a youth worker in 
die United Kingdom. QYM, 1 August 1912, p. 1. 
'"' QYM, 1 August 1912, pp. 4-5. 
^ Terry Irving, David Maunders, Geoff Sherington, Youth in Australia, Policy, Administration and 
Politics: A history since World War II, Port Melboume, Macmillan Education, 1995. 
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work as a means to evangelical conversion for its subjects was joined with the goal of 
facilitating "character formation" - or - the promotion of moral and social citizenship 
through the inculcation of core normative bourgeois values, such as "manliness" and 
"femininity" 
Integral to the fostering of professionalism within the nascent body of youth workers 
was the development of a 'scientific' approach to "problem' youth, discussed in relation 
to the work of the Child Study Associations and the work of G Stanley Hall in chapter 
one. Another cracial element informing youth work practice during the late Victorian 
and Edwardian period in Australia was the hegemonic beUef that, to a greater or lesser 
extent depending on circumstances, the "environment" shaped the individual rather than 
"inherent wickedness." 
Given this, strategies were developed predicated upon the notion that the individual boy 
or girl (children and youth being infinitely more malleable than adults) was amenable to 
moulding by the appropriately qualified and experienced "expert', affording the 
possibility to regenerate young people.'*®^ Ideally, the "expert' would be a professing 
Christian as, according to JW Slaughter, an intemationally acclaimed "boyologist", the 
"crisis of adolescence" was best met under the tutelage of Christian metaphysics and 
practice."^ "^  Criminal-inclined children, it was argued, could be reformed if taken in 
hand by the professional youth worker. More importantly, however, proto-criminality -
potentially the lot of any number of the vast body of working class and underclass 
males - could be circumvented through the establishment of environments policed by 
the 'experts' 
Similarly, plebeian giris and young women could avoid succumbing to "temptation" 
and obviate the risk of "falling" as well as learning the domestic arts, considered cracial 
to functional family life, if placed in the "correct' environment. With the minimum 
403 
404 
Peter Clarke, Liberals and Social Democrats, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1978, p. 256. 
Slaughter, The Adolescent, p. 42. 
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school leaving age rising through the Victorian period, and after 1900 in Queensland, 
the invoking of the compulsory clauses of the Education Act, the State School was 
viewed as a supervised environment where the child could be disciplined and instracted 
in the dominant moral code.'^^ However, according to its critics the State School 
system carried out such tasks imperfectiy. Also, even with the introduction of fourteen 
years as the minimum school leaving age, the vast majority of working class youth left 
the discipline of the classroom behind in "mid-adolescence', which constituted a 
disasti-ous state of affairs in the 'scientific' opinion of the youth workers of the time. 
Thus, other options were adopted to either complement, or compensate for the school 
environment. One such option, discussed in the following chapter, was the promotion -
for males overwhelmingly - of uniformed youth movements such as the Boy Scouts, 
the Cadets and the Boys' Brigades. Another vehicle for character formation was the 
youth club, which is the subject of the remainder of this chapter. In the eyes of the vast 
majority of youth workers at the time the importance of the club environment for social 
and moral training and discipline could not be overstated. For example, EJ Bignold, 
Secretary of the YMCA Boys' Work Department in 1909, declared them a "weapon of 
organisation" deployed by the Association to prosecute a war "... against the snares and 
pitfalls of the street", through creating "... social surroundings to arm him against the 
many temptations of the idle hour.. ."'*°^ 
The youth club format in Queensland was a cultural transplant, as both an idea and in 
terms of operation, from the United Kingdom, where it began at first as an educational 
venue for the urban poor of London known as the Institute.'*"' While initially aimed at 
'"'^  The minimum leaving age was twelve years until 1912 when it was set at fourteen years of age. Greg 
Logan and Eddie Clarke, State Education in Queensland: A brief history. Monographs on the history of 
Education in Queenslarul No. 2, Queensland, Department of Education, 1984, pp. 22. 
^ QYM, 28 May 1909, p. 15. 
^^ Heasman, Evangelicals in Action, p. 109. The major impetus fostering die emergence of die club 
movement among working class youth was the upper and middle class reform initiatives taking the form 
of outreach work in the poorer working class neighbourhoods of the large British cities, especially 
London. 
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catering to the "lower orders", tiiey were colonised rapidly by autodidacts mainly from 
the lower middle class thirsty for post-school educational opportunities. However, in 
the latter decades of the nineteenth century a tendency developed within the institiites 
towards the augmenting of their educational programmes with "purer' recreational 
activities so as to broaden their appeal to a more working class audience.'*"* To facilitate 
greater involvement of the urban working class and underclass many institutes dropped 
the appellation "institute", due to its perceived negative middle class connotations, 
replacing it instead with "club" (see chapter five).'*°^ This shift away firom a quite 
austere educational programme to the club environment signalled more flexible 
thinking among advocates of rational recreation in Britain. 
While the inculcation of 'useful' education, appreciation of "high culture" and respect 
for social order remained high on the agenda of moral and social reformers intervening 
in working class communities through institutes and clubs, by the 1870s many were 
considering that attaining these goals would best be served in the more relaxed 
atmosphere of a club and by appealing to the more fluid moral code of urban youth. 
Alicia Percival, a pioneer British youth worker, articulates this strategy - in words 
which could have been written many decades later by French philosopher Michel 
Foucauh - thus: "... it was necessary to approach young people's minds and souls 
through their bodies.""* "^ 
Particularly active in this realm were the University Settlement Houses, the Public School Missions, the 
'independents' and a "motley collection" of local parish clubs and organisations affiliated to the 
Churches, which from die 1880s amounted to a colonising process. QYM, 1 August 1912, p. 4. 
"""^  Alicia C Percival, Youth Will Be Led: The story of the voluntary youth organizations, London, Collins, 
1951, p. 105. 
'"*' Hendrick, Images of Youth, p. 167. The 'origin' of the youth club concept, initially devised for 
working class boys, may well lie in a paper delivered by die Reverend Arthur Sweatman at the Social 
Science Association meeting in Edinburgh in 1863. His paper, "Youths' Clubs and Institutes", was 
composed in reaction to his annoyance conceming 'invasion' of working men's clubs by teenage boys 
looking for something to do. While a very small number of club type venues for boys had operated in the 
south of England from the late 1850s, it was Sweatman's excellent paper that, in all probability, 
popularised the concept. Springhall, Coming of Age, pp. 147-148. 
^'° Percival, Youth Will Be Led, p. 100; Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The birth of the prison, 
Harmondsworth, Penguin, 1979, translated by Alan Sheridan, passim. 
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Although certainly not regarded totally as tabula rasa, the youth of the larger cities 
were considered as malleable to a far greater extent than their elders. The club 
endeavoured to achieve more than the institute, as evident from the classic boys' club 
manual, Working Lad's Clubs, used widely in Australia from the time of its publication 
in 1908, which stated that the aim of these institutions was to "... provide youths of the 
poorer classes with an opportunity of becoming happier, and better citizens than they 
are likely to become if they spend their leisure in loafing about the streets."'**' 
For developmental psychologist, G Stanley Hall, the club was important for negotiating 
the passage of boys from the "... larval stage of candidacy to humanity."'*'^  Indeed, 
reformers regarded the working class neighbourhood as a large impediment to the 
character training seen as essential to mould the social citizen. The youth club was 
envisaged as vital in counteracting the pernicious influences and narrow-mindedness at 
work in this domain or, as a prominent British youth worker put it, "It was often the 
wish of the club, institute or association to provide an opportunity to get away from the 
limitation of back-yard gossip, the threadbare ideas of the street, or the 'littie world' of 
the immediate locality..,"'**^ In Queensland, Methodist Reverend Rowe in delivering a 
sermon to the Albert Street faithful on the vexed subject of 'Boys and Girls in Our City 
Streets', urged the formation of youth clubs on the somewhat sanguine premise that 
"Recreation was stronger than vice, and stifled vice."'**'* 
'•" CEB Russell and LM Rigsby, Working Lads' Clubs, London, 1908, p. 267, in Hendrick, Images of 
Youth, p. 172. 
"'^  Hall, Adolescence, vol. 2, p. 429. 
"" Percival, Youth Will Be Led, p. 109. 
'"" BC, 17 November 1913, p. 8. See also an article tided 'Restraint or Impulse', QCWMJ, 15 July 1893, 
p.L 
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Evangelicalism and leisure initiatives for youth 
The movement to provide rational recreation to youth through boys' and girls' clubs in 
Australia, had its origins in the experiences and practices of British social reformers 
intent on counteracting what they considered the baneful effects on youth of 
industiialisation and urbanisation.'**^ Their ideas were ti-ansplanted to the antipodes 
through a combination of sources, the most important being the plethora of British 
social issue joumals available in Australia and the influence of evangelical Christians 
who had been active in the youth reform movement in the "Home Country". The 
rationale for youth clubs replicated that advanced in the United Kingdom, with 
citizenship training high on the agenda. 
While a few youth clubs were formed independentiy of the Churches it was perhaps 
inevitable, given the reticence of govemment to finance "self-help" programmes, that 
the evangelicals would assume predominance in the recreational welfare and character 
training vogue that emerged in the late Victorian years.'**^ Indeed, from the latter 
nineteenth century a process commenced, witnessing a transformation from the concem 
for conversion through the Sunday School and Bible Class to an emphasis on a wide 
variety of secular pursuits, although designed ultimately to win the boy, girl, young man 
and young woman for Christ through instilling the tenets of Christian manhood and 
womanhood. 
W McG Eager, Making Men: The history of boys' clubs and related movements in Britain, London, 
University of London Press, 1953, foreword by Cyril Garbett; Frank Dawes, A Cry from the Streets: The 
Boys' Club Movement in Britain from the 1850s to the present day, Sussex, Wayland Publishers, 1975. 
Examples uncovered during research for the dissertation are the Shafston Club at River Terrace, 
Kangaroo Point formed in die 1860s by a number of boys from diis better off disttict and, through the 
dirifty saving of their pocket money, boasted "... an outfit of boxing gloves, Indian clubs, and dumb 
bells, single sticks, and a wrestiing mat, and by die light of some tallow candles stuck in empty botties 
diey spent dieir evenings in the joyous development of dieir muscles." Harry C Perry, Memoirs of the 
Hon. Sir Robert Philp KCMG 1851-1922, Brisbane, Watson, Ferguson and Co., 1923, p. 12. The Creek 
Street United Boys' Social Club, was formed in May 1892 widi the remit to provide recreational facilities 
for "lads in business" where "... they can meet for sociability and mutual improvement after their 
labours..." EO, 5 April 1892, p. 2,25 May 1892, p. 3. The other possibly secular organisation was a 
Reading Room and Club for Boys established in the early 1890s on Latrobe Terrace. Lather, A Glorious 
Heritage, p. 11. 
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However, the youth club was not regarded by the Churches as usurping the legitimate 
role of the family as an agent of moral formation. To the contrary, church based youth 
workers viewed the club as a means to augmenting this work of the fanuly at least, 
although it could be an ersatz for poorer working class families, which were considered 
quite incapable of fulfilling this responsibility. For instance, the Pastoral Address at the 
1913 conference of the Queensland section of the Methodist Church of Australasia 
declared that: 
The Church never seeks to substitute or minimise the influence of the home, but 
ever to safeguard, strengthen, and sanctify it... the club life fumished for the 
young people who congregate for physical, mental, and social improvement and 
enjoyment, unaccompanied by the temptations of other places, undoubtedly 
serves a good end in attaching our young people and giving them fair scope for 
the exercise of their talents.. .^ *' 
From the 1880s the Presbyterians in Brisbane sponsored an array of venues for rational 
recreation in addition to Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, Bands of Hope and 
Temperance Societies, such as libraries. Christian Endeavour societies, the Young 
People's Guild and Fellowship Associations, culminating in 1897 with the founding of 
the "Committee on Sabbath Schools and Welfare of Youth" '*** In the early twentieth 
century the Congregational Church advocated youth clubs for "physical, mental and 
*" Metiiodist Church of Austiralasia, Queensland Conference, The Metiiodist Church of Australasia, 
Minutes of the Twelfth Queensland Annual Conference opened in the Albert Street Church, Brisbane, on 
Tuesday February 25'\ 1913 at 7.30p.m., Brisbane, Metiiodist Book Depot, 1913, p. 78, 
OMFS/l/l/l/(g). JOL. 
"'* Presbyterian Church of Queensland, Minutes and Proceedings of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church of Queensland, 1901-1914. Published in Brisbane by Alex Muir and Co. until 1910-
1911 when die Minutes were published by WR Smith and Paterson; Alexander Hay, Jubilee Memorial of 
the Presbyterian Church of Queensland, 1849-1899, Brisbane and Rockhampton, Alex Muir and Co., 
1900, p. 182. The Reverend FE Clark founded the Christian Endeavour Union in Nordi America in 1881, 
witii die first society in Austi'alia being formed at die Wharf Stireet Baptist Church, Brisbane, in 1888. By 
1901 diere were 108 societies functioning in Brisbane catering to die junior, intermediate and youtii 
levels. The Union's mission was to drain young people for leadership in die church through building 
confidence in public oration and developing an ingrained concem for the socially needy and the 
irreligious. Dingle, (ed.). Annals of Achievement; Lawson, 'An Analysis of Brisbane Society in the 
1890s', pp. 404-405; Queensland Congregational Union, Queensland Congregational Year Book, 1914, 
Brisbane, Carter, Watson and Co., 1915, p. 30. 
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social ends."^*^ The Methodist Church in Queensland also began to systematise and 
consolidate its youth work in the early years of the twentieth century, culminating in the 
creation in 1910 of the "Queensland Methodist Young People's Department" The 
Department had as its objectives consolidating the branches of youth work within the 
state and administering to and providing leadership and guidance to the newly created 
sub-departments of"... Sunday Schools, Christian Endeavour Societies, Literary 
Societies, Athletic Clubs, and all other young people's institutions in connection with 
the Church."'*^" 
Specifically in the realm of boys' clubs, those based within Roman Catholic parish 
churches were popular with the faithful, with perhaps none more so than the clubs 
associated with St Patrick's, St Mary's, St Bridget's at Red Hill and, of course, St 
Stephen's Boys' Club at Leichhardt Street, Spring Hill. From the very few reports 
extant it seems that these clubs emphasised sporting activities, in the same way as the 
Protestant Gordon Clubs, discussed at the end of this chapter. Further, like the Church 
of England and Protestant non-conformists, the Roman Catholics competed against 
those of their own faith in their own sporting competitions such as the St Vincent de 
Paul Junior Boys' Association.'*^* The Congregational Church was, it appears, one of 
the least active in the years 1880 to 1914, although they did manage the highly 
successful Bowen Hills Congregational Lads' Club, which housed clubrooms, library, 
and "tutorial room", in addition to gymnastic classes.'*^^ 
Record Volume, Jubilee of Queensland Congregationalism arui Australasian Inter-State Conference, 
Brisbane-Ipswich 1903, Brisbane, "Christian World", 1903, p. 224. 
"^ ^ Methodist Church of Austiralasia., Queensland Conference, The Metiiodist Church of Austi-alasia, 
Minutes of the Ninth Queensland Annual Conference opened in the Albert Street Church, Brisbane, on 
Tuesday, March V, 1910, at 7.30p.m., Brisbane, Metiiodist Book Depot, 1910, p. 29, OMFS/l/l/l(d). 
JOL. 
''^ ' Saturday Observer-Sports Section, 23 February 1907, p. 16,16 March 1907, p. 16, 20 April 1907, p. 
15,27 April 1907, p. 15,11 May 1907, p. 10 (hereafter, SO-SS). The CadioUc Archives located in 
Edward Sti-eet held no data on youth clubs. 
422 BC, 24 March 1908, p. 7. 
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Similarly, the Baptists were not prolific in founding youth clubs, the most notable 
perhaps being the boys' club attached to their church at Taringa, a suburb that grew in 
the 1880s on the Brisbane-Ipswich railway line. The club was initiated in 1894 for the 
"... moral, physical, and intellectual training of the youths of the neighbourhood, many 
of whom belonged to the working classes, and who at an early age were obliged to 
leave school and to follow various occupations..." The club offered a variety of classes 
in technical education, physical ti-aining and light entertainment to its young 
members.'*^^ 
The sizeable evangelical wing of the Anglican Church in Brisbane was, however, the 
leading agency in Christian outi-each to the youth of the city and suburbs in the 
Victorian and Edwardian era, although probably for the most part its energies were "... 
largely confined to the upwardly-aspiring, respectable working-class boy..."'* '^* Its club 
movement was dynamic and inclusive, with most parishes of reasonable size and 
financial solvency sponsoring clubs. For example, between 1893 and 1914 clubs or 
Lads' Guilds were operational at, St Mary's, Kangaroo Point, Trinity, Fortitude Valley, 
All Saints', Wickham Terrace, St Andrew's, Indooroopilly, St Andrew's, South 
Brisbane, St Peter's, West End, the Anglican church at Hamilton, Holy Trinity, 
WooUoongabba, St Paul's, East Brisbane, St Thomas', Toowong, and, of course, St 
John's in the city. This list is not exhaustive, however. The standard programme within 
the clubs was typically a mixture of activities including indoor games, table tennis. 
*^^ BC, 17 May 1894, p. 3. For a history of technical education in Queensland see Eddie Clarke, 
Technical and Further Education in Queensland: A history 1860-1990, Queensland, Department of 
Education, Queensland and Bureau of Employment, Vocational and Further Education and Training, 
Queensland, 1992. 
^^^ John Springhall, 'Building Character in the British Boy: The attempt to extend Christian manliness to 
working-class adolescents, 1880-1914', in JA Mangan and James Walvin, (eds). Manliness and Morality: 
Middle-class masculinity in Britain and America 1800-1940, Manchester, Manchester University Press, 
1987, pp. 52-74, p. 64. His findings are supported from an Australian perspective by David Maunders, 
whose study of Victorian youth organisations also determined that in contrast to their rhetoric of working 
with the young disadvantaged of the slums, the bulk of continuing membership came from the lower 
middle class and respectable working class. David Maunders, 'Keeping Them Off the Streets: Youdi 
organizations as instiruments of hegemony in Victoria, 1850-1950', PhD thesis. La Trobe University, 1987, 
p. 226, Keeping Them Off the Streets: A history cf voluntary youth organizations in Australia, 1850-1980, 
Melbourne, Philip Institute of Technology, 1984. 
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swimming, tennis, "Sandow exercises", gymnastics, organised sports, music, lectures, 
debating, theatricals and "socials" Charity work for "distressed cases in the parish" was 
also an occasional feature of life within the club. Further, they performed concerts, 
theatricals and pantomimes for the public.'*^^ 
Evangelical outreach: The Anglican Church, rational recreation and Brisbane's 
newsboys 
From the early 1890s, under the guidance of the Reverend Montague John Stone-Wigg, 
youth work expanded beyond the faithful to incorporate the challenge of outreach 
activity with juvenile labourers of male and female genders in the city, pioneering the 
provision of youth clubs to the sons, daughters and orphans of the poor and "rough' 
working and underclasses. The stimulation for becoming the vanguard in the field of 
providing recreational welfare to Brisbane's "needy" youth came from a complex of 
sources. Certainly, Stone-Wigg's humanitarianism and previous experience as a church 
worker in London's slum neighbourhoods was a major factor.'*^^  No doubt he was also 
well aware of the innovative youth work progranunes, by this time widely known 
throughout Australia, being undertaken with "rough' working class boys in Melboume 
by the Newsboys Society and the Try Society.'* '^ 
However, and this applies to other denominational enterprises as well, it can be 
conjectured that the most significant event impelling this form of Christian outi-each 
was the "discovery' of pockets of endemic youth poverty in the capital in early 1890, 
425 SO-SS, 25 February 1905, p. 15; CC, 1 August 1892, p. 12,1 November 1893, p. 5,1 January 1902, p. 
93. 
426 
For a concise overview of tiie University Settlement movement, where urban missionaries began to 
develop the practice of community social work see, Woodroofe, From Charity to Social Work, pp. 57-73. 
'' John Ramsland, 'Edith Onians, Melboume Waifs and the Newsboys' Society', Joumal of the Royal 
Australian Historical Society, vol. 72, pt 2, October 1986, pp. 116-129. For the Try Excelsior Movement 
see David Maunders, 'Youth Work as a Response to Social Values', Youth Studies, vol. 9, no. 2, May 
1990, pp. 42-50 and Wallace Landells, Try: Pioneer of youth welfare in Australia 1883-1983, Melbourne, 
Try Youtii and Community Services, 1984; For die most complete coverage of die history of youtii work'in 
Victoria see David Maunders, 'Keeping Them Off die Streets', 1987, and by die same author Keening 
•Them Off the Streets, 1984. ^ * 
104 
Chapter Three 
... those who graduate" 
with the plight of the city's newsboys becoming the centie of a discourse focussing on 
the development of institutions for promoting character training and qualities for 
citizenship among the growing numbers of juvenile labourers in Brisbane.'*^* 
The rapid development of the urban economy in the 1880s had created a significant youth 
labour market.'* '^ Restricted numbers of youths, particularly males, were apprenticed to 
trades under the supervision of adult "masters" '*^ ° However, the development of the 
Brisbane economy, heavily reUant in the late Victorian and Edwardian years on industries 
subject to seasonal fluctuations, such as constraction, and service related industries, 
spawned a market for casual labour of tiie "blind alley" or "dead end" type witii no clear 
progression to "worthwhile" employment in adult life. Social and moral reformers 
regarded this problematic in the extreme, both for the individual and for society, claiming 
that "blind alley" occupations were a breeding ground for criminality among young 
people, mainly males. 
Seen as fitting this category unequivocally was the newsboy fraternity of the capital, 
which had from the 1860s acted as the primary distributor of newspapers.'*^* Indeed, so 
conceming was the occupation to social reformers, for moral and industrial reasons, that 
young newsvendors were included for investigation under the terms of the Royal 
Commission appointed in 1891 to examine the conditions in shops, factories and 
workshops throughout the colony. Generalising from statements made to the 
'*^ ' From the 1890s youth poverty was recognised as a significant problem, the Courier commenting in 
1911 for example, "... in Brisbane there is... a considerable youthful population either left to shift for 
itself, or forced into die sti'eets." BC, 28 April 1911, p. 2. 
"^ ^ Lawson, Brisbane in the 1890s, pp. 37-97. 
*^'^ Clarke, Technical and Further Education in Queensland, p. 4. 
''^ ' Odier "blind alley" occupations frowned upon by reformers was sti-eet singing and flower selling by 
young girls, and even dramatic acting, w i^ch became a source of controversy with accusations of long term 
exploitation of young 'diespians'. COL/236 48/245, Child Welfare, Correspondence, Papers, Newspaper 
Clippings re Child Welfare and in particular i. Infant Life Protection Amendment Act, 1921, also the 
principal act, 1905 ii. Wife desertion, neglected children and modiers' pensions iii. State Children Act, 1911, 
1904-27, in-letter 08135, Charles Dunn, General Secretary of die Actors' Federation of Austiralia to Hon RG 
Stopford, Secretary, 28 Sept 1925 [Top No. 25/8135]. 
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commissioners by a number of newsboys it is possible to reconstract in patchy form some 
of the features of this demonised group. 
Their income was derived on the basis of age and experience, with wages ranging from 
10s a week to over £1, the majority of the senior boys making nearer £2. Most were aged 
between ten and eighteen years, but a significant minority were below ten years of age. 
The majority of boys either were receiving some education in the State School system, or 
had at least done so before reaching their teens. The available evidence suggests that for 
many being a newsboy constituted a career if not for life, then at least for adolescence. 
Lastly, it would appear that most of the boys came from "rough' working class 
backgrounds and were working largely to alleviate family poverty.'*^^ Later evidence 
confirms that this somewhat radimentary profile extends to 1914 and beyond.'*" Further, 
evidence given to the commissioners reveals the typical working day of a Brisbane 
newsboy. Mornings commenced at 8am by sweeping and dusting the premises, followed 
by delivering mail until tiie publication of the first edition. The remainder of their day was 
then spent selling papers at busy times, which could extend into the late evening, with 
long periods of non-work time interspersed throughout the moming, aftemoon and 
434 
evemng. 
During tiiis time 'innocent' pastimes such as racing paper boats in a stteet gutter or 
engaging in a spontaneous game of ragby football in the Botanic Gardens were 
commonplace time-killers between shifts. However, the commissioners also heard 
evidence pointing to the pursuit of more nefarious amusements, such as frequenting the 
Chinese gambling dens located in the notoriously rough Frogs Hollow area of the city (see 
chapter one).'*^ ^ Aside from gambling, charges levelled at the newsboys as proof of the 
potentially dangerous "misuse" of their leisure-time comprised loitering in tiie sti-eets. 
Factories and Shops Inquiry Report, 1891, pp. 1252-1257,1277-1280. 
"" See for example, 'Brisbane Newsboys: What They Earn and How They Live', BC, 11 July 1900, p. 7. 
434 T"" • 
Factories and Shops Inquiry Report, 1891, p. 1280. 
'*" Fisher, 'Old Frogs Hollow', pp. 17-46. 
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idleness, using obscene language, expectorating, brazenly smoking cigarettes and 
brawling in public.'*^^ Of great concem to the city's growing body of youth workers - who 
drew upon the nascent "proto-scientific' knowledge being constracted on childhood and 
adolescence discussed in chapter one - was the seemingly unstractured and unsupervised 
work and leisure life of the newsboy. 
The lifestyle of the newsboy, and by extension youthful labourers earning more than a 
pittance apprenticeship wage, raised the ire of many in the rational recreation coterie. 
Particularly galling was the combination - at least in their minds - of lack of 
supervision, lack of stracture and relative financial independence, which allowed the 
consumerist boy labourer to experiment with the 'temptations' on offer in the city and 
neighbourhood, thereby embarking on a course of moral degeneracy.'* '^ Typical of the 
complainants was 'AT', who proclaimed: 
It is plain that some of these urchins earn more than a hardworked man. Their 
employment is regular. Wet weather no doubt makes a difference in their earnings, 
but very seldom indeed can there be any lost time. Hence they are independent and 
intiactable, redolent of cigarette smoke, and afflicted with an endless flow of bad 
language. These attributes to them are virtues...'*^^ 
"^ ^ Factories and Shops Inquiry Report, 1891, pp. 1252-1257. Accusations of dieir "noisy play", including 
smoking cigarettes, cursing, gambling and fighting were also fairly regidarly reported in the press. Such 
accounts can be found in die EO, 3 Febmary 1891, p. 5, Week, 31 December 1891, pp. 14-15, BC, 27 
September 1893, p. 4. 
"" QPD, vol. Ixxvi, 1896, pp. 1114-1115; 'Report of die Commissioner of Police for die Year 1892' 
QVP, vol. 1, 1893, p. 451; 'Annual Report of the Director State Children Departinent for die Year 1913', 
QPP, vol. 2,1914, p. 989. 
"^ ^ £0,31 March 1890, p. 5. 
107 
Chapter Three 
... those who graduate" 
The 'discovery' of youth poverty in Brisbane 
Interest in the newsboys was stimulated initially as a result of their newly formed tiade 
union - the Brisbane News Boys' Union - staging a militant wildcat stiike in March and 
April 1890.'*^ ^ The industrial action was a concerted attempt to drive up the rate of 
commission paid by a number of the city's publishing houses. The strike - the second 
by newsboys in three years - and their subsequent unionisation reflects a passage in the 
history of New Unionism in late Victorian Queensland.'*^* Following the stiike tiie living 
and working conditions of the newsboys became the centre of a discourse in the printed 
media that expanded to encompass the culmre of the city's 'rough' working class youth. 
Immediately after the cessation of the stiike a special report was pubUshed by one of the 
city's leading daily newspapers, the Evening Observer, titled, 'The "Arabs" of the 
Brisbane Streets.''*'*^ The report uncovered levels of unprecedented youth poverty among 
Brisbane's newsboys. The response to the report, whilst not without sympathetic 
overtones, was measured with a mixture of hostility and concem regarding their 
circumstances. While there had been a somewhat muted recognition that some children 
lived in poverty in the Brisbane of the booming "eighties, this was most often dismissed 
"^ ^ The union (for newsboys aged eleven and over) was based at Trades Hall, with FJ Bevan acting as 
Secretary pro tem at die time of die strike. He later became die Honorary Secretary. Worker, 1 May 1890, 
p. 5, EO, 13 May 1891, p. 5. The union hoped that fellow-workers would purchase newspapers only from 
boys wearing their union ribbons, which were ironically donated by one of the city's largest retaU 
capitalists, Tom Finney. Support also emanated from die managements of a number of leading 
newspapers and joumals. Telegraph, 26 April 1890, p. 2. The activity of youtii worker Edidi Onions with 
Victorian newsboys is discussed in John Ramsland, 'Edith Onians', Unicom, vol. 16, no. 1, February 
1990, pp. 61-64. 
For an account of die dispute, which involved ironically industrial action against die radical newspapers, 
die Worker and die Boomerang, in die fu-st instance, see die EO, 28 March 1890, p. 4; 29 March 1890, p. 4; 
31 March 1890, p. 5; 11 April 1890, p. 5; Boomerang, 5 April 1890, p. 5, Worker, 1 April 1890, p. 4; Week, 
8 March 1890, p. 7. 
Newsboys selling the Figaro launched stirike action for higher rates of commission in September 1887. 
This could well, have been die first stiike of youth labourers in tiie colony/ state's history. QF, 10 
September 1887, p. 416. The emergence of the New Unionism phenomenon, which involved a massive 
recruitment to die ti-ade union movement of semi-skilled and unskilled workers, predominantly male. See 
Buckley and Wheelwright, No Paradise for Workers; Connell and Irving, Class Structure in Australian 
History. 
""^£0, 11 April 1890, p. 5. 
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Strike by Figaro Newsboys
Source: Queensland Figaro, 10 September 1887, p. 416.
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as the unfortunate product of dissolute and neglectful parents. However, the newsboys' 
stiike of March and April 1890 focussed attention concretely on a section of the 
expanding youth labour market that had been previously seen but not heard. The strike 
and the young strikers intrigued the local media, and the coverage of the dispute 
extended beyond the pros and cons of the newsboys' case at an industrial level to 
coverage of their biographies, lifestyle and personalities. 
The stories gamered from these boys, which involved their living in "unwholesome", 
sometimes poverty stricken, and invariably unsupervised circumstances, shocked Uberal 
opinion in the city, heightening 'humanitarian' philanthropic efforts in the realm of boy 
work. Interviews, conducted for tiie Evening Observer by a "Special Reporter", with 
newsboys revealed that many had experienced appalling deprivation and had been 
exposed to influences horrifying to the polite sensibiUties of 'society' Indeed, it was 
experiences such as these related by Brisbane's young stieet vendors that the Queensland 
Baptist denounced as leading to an "... easy descent to conditions which no gain can 
compensate for. 
'Fatty', for instance, related that he ran away from his parents in Birmingham, England, 
stowed away aboard a ship and arrived penniless at the port of Brisbane, thence eked out a 
living selling newspapers, from the proceeds renting a room in an Albert Street brothel.'*'*'* 
Other tales told were only slightly less poignant, as children were 'discovered' who could 
not"... procure the wherewithal for a "sixpenny doss.'"'*'*^ For example, Dick Themes, 
aged thirteen, told the "Special Reporter" that he hailed originally from Maryborough, had 
been orphaned at six years of age and placed into the care of surrogate parents who tieated 
him "badly". At the age of seven he fled Maryborough for Brisbane where he began 
working as a newsboy. In the six years that followed he related that his home was the 
443 Queensland Baptist, 1 April 1901, p. 44 (hereafter, QB). 
*" COL/A723, General Correspondence, in-letter 12956, JH Northcott to Under Colonial Secretary, 10 
December 1890 [Top No. 1229]. QSA; EO, 11 April 1890, p. 5. 
""^£0,11 April 1890, p. 5. 
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"sti-eet", tiiat he did not attend school and thus could not read and write, which he 
bemoaned as common among others in the tiade. 
The Evening Observer expose prompted a provocative Courier editorial exclaiming shock 
at the existence of a subaltern class of youth labourers, numbering in tiie vicinity of 1 000 
potential miscreants living beyond the confines of respectability and adult control. 
Indeed, so taken aback were tiie authorities that even Phillip Pinnock, the savvy Police 
Magistiate, was moved to claim that"... he had no idea that such a state of tilings 
existed."'*^^ The Courier was unequivocal that action be taken to prevent this social 
stratiim developing into "... a source of very serious danger to the community, and to 
materially increase and hopelessly perpemate a criminal population.' "Paterfamilias", 
in a letter to the Courier concurred, warning darkly that should tiie "problem" be ignored 
"... we or our posterity will reap the fruits of our neglect in the shape of enforced taxation 
for gaols and reformatories."'*^" 
Regarded as one of the more atttactive solutions to rectify the youth poverty problem was 
advanced by CH Bouel who, drawing on the French experience, opined that neglected 
boys should be packed off to the country where they would be tiained for "purer" rural 
pursuits in self-supporting agricultural communities under govemment contiol.'*^* 
However, while the idea of shifting Brisbane's flotsam and jetsam to a raral arcadia was 
^^EO, 11 April 1890, p. 5; BC, 12 April 1890, p. 4. 
•"^£0, 11 April 1890, p. 5. 
"^^BC, 22 April 1890, p. 5. 
^ 'BC, 12 April 1890, p. 4. 
' '^"BC, 18 April 1890, p. 6. 
BC, 18 April 1890, p. 6. In fact, a scheme was adopted in 1910 where the youth workers at the 
Anglican Newsboys' Club sought out opportunities for "lads" who were 'encouraged' to go in to "country 
work'. Church of England Year Book of the Diocese of Brisbane, Queensland, Australia, 1911, p. 152 
(hereafter, CEYB). 
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considered seriously by the Minister of Agriculture the logistics of the project were too 
bedevilling.'*^^ 
The most acceptable remedies proffered were those advocating the creation of a 
permanent Boy's Home, "... where a stiong and kindly hand" would facilitate the 
tiansition of these "unforttinate lads" to "manly and useful citizens", the formation of a 
brigade for working boys, which was held to be effectual in inculcating obedience and 
order in the lives of the boys (see chapter four), and last but not least, the provision of a 
supervised club environment managed by "... warm-hearted and open-handed young men 
of our city."'*^^ Anglican youth workers undertook this challenge in the aftermath of the 
newsboy and youth poverty revelations, although it should be related that in 1889 Miss 
Horsley, an evangelical social worker attached to the Anglican City Mission, formed a 
short-lived and modestiy apportioned boys' club for the provision of "wholesome 
amusement" and instraction two evenings per week at the Mission Hall.'*^ '* 
However, the pioneering effort of one individual tiained in youth work in the United 
Kingdom, the indefatigable Reverend Montagu John Stone-Wigg, was to have a more 
lasting effect.'*^ ^ Indeed, the credit for initiating and fostering the involvement of lay 
*^^ For the advancement of this idea in the early 1890s see the EO, 18 November 1890, p. 4, 28 
November 1890, p. 7,19 December 1890, p. 4, 26 February 1891, p. 4,10 June 1891, p. 5. So deeply 
held was the belief that the bucolic would fundamentally alter (for the better) the psyche of working class 
children that the Department of Public Instmction introduced a "School Garden Scheme" in 1912. The 
scheme fostered attention to nature's processes via children maintaining small garden plots either at 
school or at home. Elliott, 'Children in Queensland', pp. 25-26. 
^^^ BC, 12 April 1890, p. 4, 16 April 1890, p. 2. Many of the boys, who in die main arrived at the home, 
initially a ten room wooden building located in Grey Stieet, South Brisbane, having violated the 
Vagrancy Act, had employment, albeit in so-called 'blind alley' occupations. EO, 1 June 1891, p. 6.The 
committee comprised a representative sprinkling of the colony's elite and included WK Salton, T Hamer, 
FW Wilson, T Lenneberg, SW Brooks, J Ferguson of Watson, Ferguson and Co., Charles Lumley Hill, 
pastoralist-politician and a Director of the Royal Bank of Queensland, Sir SW Griffith, soon to become 
Premier of the colony for the second time, Phillip Pinnock, Police Magistrate, Sergeant Northcott, leader 
of the Working Bots' Brigade and John James Kingsbury, barrister and Director of the Queensland 
Deposit Bank. EO, 12 June 1890, p. 5,14 June 1890, p. 11. For accounts of the Boys' Home see Mrs JJ 
Kingsbury's article in ML, 20 August 1898, p. 2. 
''**WeeJfc,20Julyl889,p.6. 
*^^ John Montagu Stone-Wigg was bom in England in 1861 and educated at Winchester College and 
University College, Oxford, taking his degree in 1883. After serving die church in England he came to 
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Anglicans in youth work within the city and among the children of the poor must be 
accorded to him, which began in eamest in Brisbane with the advent of tiie scheme to 
found the St John's Newsboys' Club in 1892. 
St John's Newsboys Club 
During the latter months of 1892 voluntary youth workers connected with the Anglican 
St John's Pro-Cathedral established a club specifically catering to the city's newsboys, 
which met in the school rooms on Wednesday nights between 7.30pm and 9pm. The 
"entertainments" offered were meagre, extending to the use of some radimentary 
gymnasium equipment and board games. Beginning with just five boys the Club, after a 
few weeks it was attracting about thirty. Certainly, reports in the Church Chronicle 
attest to tiie popularity of the Club, especially following the expansion of activities 
permitted by donations of equipment and cash by the laity. No more delighted could the 
church youth workers have been upon reporting that through involvement with the Club 
a number of newsboys had begun attending the Pro-Cathedral Sunday School. 
However, its early success was undermined by the city's descent into severe economic 
depression in 1893, and it is uncontested that the effects of the crisis were felt keenly by 
all manner of organisations dependent on charity to fiinction. Youth clubs, including St 
John's Newsboys' Club, were no exception, and for the remainder of the decade the 
Brisbane Anglican Church engaged in youth work very sporadically and half-heartedly. 
This torpor was regretted by the hierarchy and laity alike but was only redressed with the 
improved circumstances - particularly economic revival - ushered in with the dawn of a 
new century, allowing a vigorous recommencement of the youth work inspired by Stone-
Queensland in 1889 on the invitation of Bishop Webber. In Queensland he served as assistant curate 
(1889-1891), vicar (1891) and then canon residentiary and sub-dean (1892-1898) at die Anglican St John's 
Pro-Cathedral. Stone-Wigg was a "dedicated Anglo Catholic" and committed evangelical who had between 
1886 and 1889 served as a curate in the mission disttict of Holy Innocents', Hammersmith, London. In 1899 
he was appointed Bishop of the new see of New Guinea. He died in Sydney in 1918. He was a dedicated 
member of the Council of the Society for the Prevention of Cmelty. Diane Langmore, 'Stone-Wigg, 
Montagu John', ADB, vol. 12, 1891-1939, pp. 103-104; CC, 2 August 1897, p. 1; BC, 29 July 1893, p. 6. 
4S6 CC, 1 September 1892, p. 6,1 October 1892, p. 5. 
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Wigg. This work began in March 1901 at the Anglican Church Mission Hall, near the 
Theatie Royal in up-market Elizabeth Stieet, where a club was initiated catering to a mix 
of newsboys and 'rough' working class boys from the "... lower quarters of the city."^^' 
Indeed, it is apparent that encouraging success attended their efforts as by June 1901, 
claimed the Annual Report of the Church Mission to the Synod, some forty newsboys and 
others had joined the recently initiated boys' club from an initial enrohnent of twelve.'*^^ 
There can be little doubt that this aspect of the Mission's work was considered important. 
Reverend (later Canon) JWS Tomlin, the Mission's Director, related in the Report that, 
"We hope to make work amongst the lads one of our chief aims."'* '^ Unlike the 
predominantly martial uniformed youtii stiategy for regimenting, quite literally, the leisure 
time of Queensland's young males, the boys' club model vested little import in the 
regularised and routinised regimen fostered by military drill (see chapter four). Greater 
freedom for creativity and self-expression was encouraged in the club's activities. Indeed, 
the democratic "temper of the times" remarked upon in the antipodes suffused the 
thinking of youth workers in Brisbane, as it did for their counterparts in London and New 
York. 
Kathleen Heasman determined from her analysis of evangelical youth workers in Britain 
that, ranning parallel with the emphasis on regimentation and obedience that sat at the 
centie of the Boys' Brigade and the Cadet ideology, the views increasingly taken on board 
by early twentieth century youth workers revolved around the principle of inculcating an 
esprit de corps and sense of 'responsible' democratic input within the group. Rather than 
unquestioning obedience to a chain of top-down leadership commands, even if, as in the 
Boys' Brigade and Cadets, they were issued by youths themselves who had risen through 
the ranks to minor leadership positions, emphasis was placed on group decision-making 
*" BC, 25 June 1901, p. 6. The Church Mission maintained its operations for a further fifty-nine years, 
finally closing its doors in 1960. Rayner, 'The History of die Church of England in Queensland', pp. 350-
351. 
*^ * CEYB, 1901, p. 78; BC, 25 June 1901, p. 6. 
''^'C£yB, 1901,p.78. 
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and consensus.'*^" Certainly, the activities organised under the auspices of the Newsboys' 
Club attached to the Church Mission reflected this new emphasis, with it operating by 
1909 on the basis of quasi-self-govemment by senior boys.**^ * 
The Club began tentatively in 1901, described as an "experiment" by one youth worker 
that met initially with a deal of wariness by the boys.'*'^ ^ In common with most youth clubs 
it started with littie finances and insufficient staff, although assistance was forthcoming 
from some of the city's "young gentlemen".'*^^ Rent, reading materials and games were 
procured by one of the volunteer workers who gave up one aftemoon a week to canvass 
donations, and along with the receipt of other donations in cash or kind, regular 
fundraisers such as musical concerts provided much needed injections of cash.'*^ 
However, it is evident that the intentions of these youth workers extended beyond the 
provision of pure entertainment to that of offering an educational curriculum. Within a 
few months of its opening the Club was planning to institute a programme of elementary 
classes, including inter alia shorthand, signwriting, drawing and ambulance work.'*^ ^ To 
encourage thrift among the boys a penny savings bank was also started.'*^ 
The Club regimen catered for boys less than thirteen years on Friday evening where a 
mixture of play and instraction took place. Full members - boys between the ages of 
thirteen and seventeen - had access to the Club for recreation on Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings. One other evening was set aside as a "school night" where volunteer teachers 
taught the boys elementary arithmetic, reading, writing and drawing. In order to offer 
itself as a consistent counter-attiaction to the temptations of the stieets the Newsboys' 
Heasman, Evangelicals in Action, p. 113. 
461 
A committee of management was established, with six of the boys appointed to act as stewards. Their 
role was to "... keep order and report to the Superintendent." CEYB, 1910, p. 96. 
^" BC, 25 June 1901, p. 6; CEYB, 1901, p. 78,1903, p. 62. 
'^^fiC, 25 June 1901, p. 6. 
^^ BC, 25 June 1901, p. 6,25 April 1902, p. 4; CEYB, 1903, p. 62. 
""50,25 June 1901, p. 6. 
"^^BC, 25 June 1901, p. 6. 
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Club opened its premises in the moming from 1 lam to 12pm or until the first edition of 
the evening papers were due to be sold. In order to bind the boys to the Club a small 
membership fee was set at 4d per month, "... a regulation which gives the lads the feeling 
that the place is really their own."'* '^ 
Some measure of the popularity of the Club can be determined by the taking out of a lease 
in early 1904 for larger premises at 128 Elizabeth Stieet to accommodate the burgeoning 
membership. The larger Club was reorganised into three "sub-clubs" - the Newsboys' 
Club, the Church Mission Gordon Club, specialising in sports, and the City Boys' Club 
Junior Section - with a total membership of perhaps 174 members.'*^* Despite these 
apparent advances the years 1905 to 1908 may well have seen the Club contiact to a 
Newsboys' Club alone. The Church of England Year Books, the Church Chronicle and 
the local media such as the Telegraph, Courier and Queenslander, are not helpful in 
determining its history during this time. Certainly, the Newsboys' Club continued to 
function, with reports extant of "uplifting" lectures delivered to the boys on themes such 
as the need to eschew "the evils of gambling, drinking, &c."'* '^ Communing with namre -
an activity dear to the rational recreationist - took place at annual Newsboy picnics held 
during the Easter and Christmas holiday break, and particularly at the extended end-of-
the-year camping expeditions.'*'" 
Reference to youth work in 1907 only mentions the existence of a Newsboys' Club, 
which was operating under the aegis of the newly formed Anglican Church Mission 
^^ BC, 27 August 1902, p. 2. In 1903 die club began to open earlier at 10am and sponsored a Lads' 
Moming Club. CEYB, 1904, p. 75. 
"*** The Newsboys' Club opened daily from 10am-12pm and in the evenings. The Gordon Club was 
comprised of senior boys who met twice a week for sports practice. The juniors met each night with one 
evening devoted to Night School work. The membership was: Newsboys' Club-74, Gordon Club-60, 
Junior Section-40. CEYB, 1904, p. 75. The club moved with the Church Mission to new premises at 65 
EUzabetii Sti-eet on 12 November 1907. CEYB, 1908, p. 78. 
"""flC, 3 May 1906, p. 4. 
™ For exanples see CC, 1 Febmary 1905, p. 12; BC, 3 May 1906, p. 4,28 December 1907, p. 3; DS, 25 
November 1913, p. 4,2 January 1914, p. 4. 
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Evangelistic Department.'*'* However, what does emerge clearly from the sources is that 
by June 1908 the Anglican Church Mission, with WP Miles as Superintendent, was 
ranning in addition to the Newsboys' Club, also known as the Lads' Moming Club, in the 
mornings, "... an older Boys' Club and a Band of Hope in the evenings."'*'^  A Bible 
Instinction Class was introduced on Thursdays in the hope (vain surely) of weaning boys 
addicted to gambling in the form of 'Two-Up" away from tiiis vice, which perhaps 
surprisingly was quite well attended.'*''' 
While the adult youth workers associated with the Club were concemed to provide an 
array of activities designed to promote bourgeois respectability among the members, 
during its existence especial importance was placed on the promotion of sporting 
activities. Despite the perennial difficulties in procuring the requisite sporting equipment 
from charitably minded citizens, the Club promoted a range of sporting activities. 
Daytime football matches were organised at the Botanical Gardens, developing into the 
formation of a number of teams competing in grade competition in the city leagues, which 
were "well supported" '*''* Cricket matches were also held.'*'^  
Indeed, by 1914 the Newsboys' Club boasted two football teams, swimming club, boxing 
club, atiiletics club and a cricket eleven, all of which achieved success in local amateur 
competitive leagues.'*"^  The example of the Church Mission boys' clubs may well have 
influenced the youth work on the south side of the river, as in mid-1910 youth workers at 
''^ ' BC, 13 November 1907, p. 7. 
The Band of Hope was given die loyalist appellation Prince Albert Temperance Band of Hope. CEYB, 
1908, p. 78; CC, 1 April 1908, p. 476,1 June 1908, p. 221. 
473 
474 
475 
CC, 1 April 1908, p. 476,1 September 1908, p. 35. 
CC, 1 August 1908, p. 12, 1 July 1912, p. 139; CEYB, 1910, p. 96. 
CC, 1 September 1908, p. 35. 
476 CEYB, 1915, p. 180. See also, SO-SS, 5 January 1907, p. 11, BC, 25 February 1909, p. 3, 8 April 1909, 
p. 3,25 September 1909, p. 11. In November 1910, die Church Mission shifted premises to St Luke's 
Church, Charlotte Sti-eet. 
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the recently established Anglican St Andrews' Mission Hall, Grey Stieet, South Brisbane, 
signalled their intention to "... hold a Club for rough lads."'*" 
Girls' Clubs 
Anglican youth work extended beyond focussing on boys. In common with the other 
denominations concem over the supposed vulnerability of young females to the 
'temptations' of the streets was manifest in the inauguration of clubs specifically 
targeting working class girls. Stories of young girls found homeless and/ or in brothels, 
of shop girls whose subsistence wages opened them up to the temptation of procuring 
money through granting sexual favours, and of (non-Indigenous) domestic servants in 
Brisbane whose high wages placed her in "... special need of protection from the 
harpies who prey on female credulity", abounded in the decades considered in this 
thesis.'*'* The supposed sexual "precocity" of working girls and young women was 
entienched firmly in the moral reform consciousness by the 1880s. 
Famous classicist. Jack Lindsay, a young scholar in the Edwardian years, remembers 
with horror the intimidation he felt at meeting regularly young female factory workers 
on his way home from Brisbane Grammar School: 
... I had to go back past the hordes of rade wenches pouring out of the bottie 
factory as the whistie blew. They laughed and joined hands and pushed me into 
the road; they sang and babbled and laughed; they called out invitations and 
would have been as scared as I if I had taken them at their word. I blushed and 
hurried on.'*" 
The Queensland Christian Witness, made the following observations: 
"" CEYB, 1910, p. 97. 
"''* Week, 7 August 1891, p. 30; EO, 30 May 1890, p. 4,1 August 1891, p. 4; Factories and Shops Inquiry 
Report, 1891, pp. 976 no 68, 979 nos 169-170,980 nos 184-187,200,984 nos 302-303, 995 nos 751-
753, 1003 no 1102, 1032 no 2332,1065 nos 3698-3699. 
''^' Lindsay, Life Rarely Tells, p. 72. 
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Young women, some of them mere girls in short frocks, are exposing themselves 
in the streets and bye-ways at night in large numbers, to dangers of the real nature 
of which they are ignorant, or which they appear to court. Earning their own 
living by day in factories and shops, they claim and too often obtain the right to 
be free from domestic contiol in the evenings, and wander about to meetings or 
entertainments as though in search of temptation.... Before having a fair 
opportiinity to reach womanhood, they awake to find that "their glory is 
swallowed up in shame".... Liberty has been allowed to degenerate into 
license...'**" 
To counteract liberty degenerating into license, late Victorian youth workers within the 
churches advocated the girls' club as a foram for the transmission of moral values 
according with the tenets of 'respectability' Through the giris' club, according to one 
historian writing of the United Kingdom experience, an attempt was being made by 
middle class social reformers to divert the giri from over-friendliness with male 
companions. Thus girls' clubs played a part in protecting the "... healthy development 
of the boy", but also were part of a 'strategy' to limit early marriage and pregnancy in 
the "lower orders", which led, they believed, to poverty, destimtion and concomitantly, 
racial degeneration.'*** 
Curbing sexual license and its potentially dire social consequences was undoubtedly a 
vital rationale for those within Brisbane's moral reform movement advocating youth 
clubs in the late Victorian and Edwardian period. There was also a rarely explicitly 
stated aim of youth clubs, which were virtually without exception gender segregated, 
conceming the amelioration of the 'threat' posed by early adolescent sexual encounters 
as affronts to 'Victorian values' '**^  However, another rationale perhaps equally 
important, was predicated on forging social class consensus within the colony/ state. 
No doubt influenced by the publications of Maude Stanley - British social reformer and 
leading light in the girls' club movement there - the founders of youth clubs, especially 
"""eCWWy, 15Julyl893,p. 1. 
''*' Hendrick, Images of Youth, pp. 173-174,216-217. 
^^^ Hendrick, Images of Youth, p. 173. 
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in working class and "rough' districts of the capital, believed that under their 
supervision a step towards rapprochement between the classes was being fostered in the 
industrially riven 1890s and early 1900s. Stanley proffered that girls' clubs in Britain 
measured their success in terms primarily of transforming "... the rade, untamed, 
boisterous, careless girl into the careful, attentive, industiious workwoman."'**^ The 
club model also functioned as a conduit for middle and upper class women in the main 
to move more into the public domain, albeit in very limited roles initially.'**'* 
Even the lunch break for the working girl was viewed with tiepidation by moral 
reformers. The provision of lunch-time facilities at girls' clubs, such as the "Lunch and 
Rest Room for city business girls" sponsored by the Anglican Overseas Girls' Club, was 
designed to meet the shortfall in faciUties offered by local employers, who most 
frequentiy failed to provide adequate facilities for eating lunch, thus forcing young 
women employees onto the stieet to obtain or eat her meal.'**^  The "temptation of the 
streets", even in daylight hours, was believed serious by moral reformers of 
conservative and liberal persuasions. For instance, the politically progressive Brisbane 
Women's Union inaugurated a club for working girls in Kent's Buildings at the comer 
of Albert and Adelaide Streets. Open every lunchtime between 12pm and 2pm, the 
clubroom was set up so that"... such girls as find it convenient can rest, read, and get a 
cup of tea there, paying for the tea only what it costs for milk, sugar, &c."'**^  
From the early 1890s girls' clubs began to emerge in Brisbane in more than halting 
fashion. Most were linked with the Churches, although a few had secular or pan-
*" Maude Stanley, Clubs for Working Girls, London, Macmillan and Co., 1890, pp. 164-165. 
^^ A solid survey of this process can be found in Sabine Willis, 'Fragments of Illumination: Women and 
die Church in Australia', Church Heritage, vol. 2, no. 1, March 1981, pp. 58-73. 
•"^  'Report Upon the Working of "The Factories and Shops Act of 1896", from 1 May to 31 December, 
1897'. QVP, vol. 4,1898, p. 611; CEYB, 1914, p. 168. The Overseas Girls' Club was established in 1910-
1911 at die Anglican Church Mission, St Luke's Church, Charlotte Sti-eet. The Club was well-equipped witii 
large room housing a typewriter, sewing machine, telephone and Waldemar piano, valued at sixty guineas. 
The activities offered by die Club included classes in dressmaking, millinery and fancy work. Musical 
entertainments were also held. CEYB, 1913, p. 167,1914, p. 168; CC, 1 December 1911, p. 230. 
"** Worker, 1 September 1890, p. 15. 
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denominational origins. An example of a girls' club established on quasi-secular 
principles was the Valley Girls' Club. Formed around the tum of the cenmry as a club 
for working girls aged fourteen and over, it met at the Oddfellow's Hall, Ann Street, 
Fortitude Valley, before it tiansferred to the Brisbane Institute of Social Service shortly 
before its official opening (see chapter seven). The objectives of the club followed 
orthodoxy closely, namely: 
To provide a comfortable room where girls may meet each other and pass a 
pleasant evening together. 
To instract girls in cooking, ironing, dressmaking, millinery, plain and fancy 
needlework, swimming, and gymnastics; and, last but not least-
To help girls to become good and useful women.'**' 
At a pan-denominational level the Cential branch of the WCTU established a Girls' 
Club in mid-1897, which met one evening a week at the organisation's Willard Rooms 
in Albert Street.'*** The Club, which may have petered out of existence to be reformed 
in June 1898, drew its membership in the main from the working girls of the central city 
district's factories.'**' Activities offered at the Club were those usually advocated by 
'club leaders' involving the practical, the instractional and the amusing, feamring plain 
sewing, fancy work, dressmaking, cookery, socials and games.'*'" A further initiative by 
the WCTU was the formation of a ' Y' Club at the tum of the century at Fortitiide 
Valley.'*'* 
Mirroring developments relating to "boy work" and boys' clubs, the Anglican parishes 
promoted a network of giris' clubs in the early 1890s. Two of the most prominent 
examples of this phenomenon were the St Andrew's Giris' Club, South Brisbane, which 
487 Brisbane Institiite of Social Service, First Annual Report of the Brisbane Institute of Social Service 
Presented at the Annual Meeting Held at the Institute, May 12, 1908, OM72-21, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], 
Brisbane Institute of Social Service. JOL. 
"'"' BC, 23 July 1897, p. 4; Ladier, A Glorious Heritage, p. 12. 
"'^BC, 26 August 1898, p. 2. 
*^ BC, 26 August 1898, p. 2; Progress, 25 August 1900, p. 14. 
"'" BC, 9 October 1901, p. 11,1 October 1902, p. 11. 
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was still in existence in 1910, and the ill-fated Factory and Working Girls' Club.'*'^  The 
latter may be considered the first significant Anglican intervention in the leisure of the 
city's working girls to "... protect the young and friendless", and "... bring a ray of 
sunshine and help into many a dreary young life."*'^  The Club, as was the case with the 
Newsboys' Club, attempted to attract young relatively independent workers and place 
them under the moral guidance of a church youth worker. 
Christened the St John's Factory and Working Girls' Club, the institution was formed 
in the midst of the econonuc depression assailing the colony on 13 June 1893 in front of 
a public meeting of "ladies" headed by the Govemor's wife. Lady Norman. Inevitably, 
Stone-Wigg was involved in the proceedings, intioducing Miss Edwards who had 
arrived from Sydney, where she had superintended the Sydney Working Girls' Club, to 
manage the Brisbane institution.'*''* For assistance in the day-to-day operation of the 
Club two Anglican Sisters volunteered their services.'*'^  
St John's Factory and Working Girls' Club 
Based initially at St John's Home in Charlotte Stieet, interest in the Club was promoted 
in the fu-st montiis of its existence through the medium of the public meeting. For 
example, on 27 August a room in the Courier Building was hired for an aftemoon 
meeting to "... explain and further the objects of the Working and Factory Girls' 
Club."'*'^  Supporters of the club idea included leading female social reformers such as 
Dr Lilian Cooper, prominent members of the WCTU and the entire committee of the 
"'^  CC, 1 August 1893, p. 6,1 September 1893, p. 4; BC, 2 August 1910, p. 7. 
"'^  CC, 1 September 1893, p. 1. 
"'"BC, 14 June 1893, p. 5. 
"'^  BC, 29 August 1893, p. 5. The Sisters were probably attached to die Society of the Sacred Advent. 
Helen Amies, 'The Aims, Ideals, and Achievements of die Society of the Sacred Advent in Queensland, 
1892-1968, BA Hons diesis. School of History, University of Queensland, 1968. 
'"*£0, 28 August 1893, p. 5. 
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Lady Musgrave Lodge.'*" Interestingly, for Anglican Archbishop John Donaldson, the 
Factory and Working Girls' Club was seen as offering the possibility of reconciling 
class relations - as with the Brisbane Workman's Club and the Newsboys' Club - and 
dampening class hostility, which had erapted in the colony in the early 1890s. 
Following the bitter industrial disputes involving the State, employers, shearers and 
maritime workers in the years 1890-1891, uneasiness in social relations was palpable. 
For Donaldson, who was typical of many 'progressives' within the reform movement, 
some means of re-establishing trast between the classes was required urgently, and he 
viewed the Factory and Working Girls' Club as an excellent starting point for the 
capital, reasoning that: 
The effect of such an institution as this would be to remove many of the ill-
feelings which at present existed between the classes and the masses. The bond of 
sympathy was frequently not so stiong between them as it should be, and those in 
poor circumstances considered they did not get the assistance to which they were 
entitled from those more favourably situated. He was sure the ladies of Brisbane 
would not be behindhand in giving every assistance they could. Not only was 
assistance required from a monetary point of view, but the ladies could do far 
more by showing sympathy and attention, and by coming into contact with these 
girls to teach them the way they should go. A great deal of useful work could be 
done... where the welfare of the girls would be cared for and the bond of 
sympathy thus established would be a lasting benefit to the community.'*'* 
The Club sought to attract working girls to its rooms by offering fun through 
wholesome amusement, with the greater goal of bringing its members and visitors 
nearer to the Christian faith and its moral values. This was reflected overtly in the 
Council appointed to preside over the institution, which included Bishop Webber and 
the Reverends Stone-Wigg, Rivers and David.'*" A religious tone was fostered in its 
daily operations (unusual for giris' clubs in the 1890s) with the surprising result that 
"'"' BC, 29 August 1893, p. 5; Queenslander, 2 September 1893, p. 436; Week, 1 September 1893, p. 9; 
Williams, No Easy Path. 
498 BC, 29 August 1893, p. 5. 
"^BC, 27 July 1893, p. 4. 
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within one month of its existence some twenty-five girls had offered themselves for 
Confirmation.^^" More "orthodox' systematic activities feamred prominently, however. 
Educational classes were organised for instraction in the art of sewing, drawing and 
physiography as well as a formally ran night school and regular lectures.^ "* One night a 
week was set aside for 'pure' recreation, and social evenings, to which members could 
invite friends, became regular occasions at the Club.^ *'^  
The Factory and Working Giris' Club, like its counterparts for boys, operated also as a 
juvenile labour exchange, acting as a clearing house for jobs within the city. Further, the 
management sought out positions and maintained a register of girls for access by 
employers.^ "^ However, after obtaining a "situation' locally through the Club the girls 
were encouraged strongly to continue attending as a preventative to the lure of the 
stieets.^ "'* Such was the concem for the "moral health" of the working girl members 
that, where possible, the Club entered into reciprocal arrangements with similar 
institutions within Queensland and in other the southem colonies.^ "^ 
Despite a promising beginning - a healthy 789 attendances recorded by late July 1893 -
signs of dissension had emerged by December of that year. The Church Chronicle 
reported that a meeting had taken place on 20 November between the Council and some 
of the "older girl" members. At this meeting the girls expressed their disgrantlement 
with the management of the Club, which centred on their desires to "... render 
membership more exclusive, and to make management more democratic and 
popular."^°^ At the same time Miss Edwards - the driving force behind the Club - fell 
^ C C , l August 1893, p. 3. 
^°' CC, 1 September 1893, p. 1,2 October 1893, p. 3; EO, 1 November 1893, p. 5. 
^°^BC, 30 August 1893, p. 4. 
*^ CC, 1 September 1893, p. 1. 
^ C C , 2 October 1893, p. 3. 
^ ' CC, 2 October 1893, p. 3. 
^ CC, 1 December 1893, p. 3. 
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ill and was unable to devote time to the venue.^"' This Church Chronicle report was the 
last reference the Brisbane Factory and Working Girls' Club in either the Anglican or 
the secular media. It is thus not possible to surmise whether it continued in existence or 
ceased following the Council's meeting with the older girls. Perhaps Miss Edwards' 
illness deprived the Club of its lynch pin. On the other hand, it is possible - as 
happened in the case of the Brisbane Workman's Club discussed in the previous chapter 
- that membership fell away due to its perceived undemocratic operation. 
The torpor induced by economic depression in the early-mid 1890s deleteriously 
affected youth work with girls to the same extent as with boys. Perhaps a factor in the 
demise of the Factory and Working Girls' Club, and certainly an explanation for the 
lethargy that overtook Anglican outieach work to youth was the parlous state of Church 
finances in the 1890s, although this scenario had prevailed since the 1870s.^ °* Indeed, 
not until the first decade of tiie twentieth cenmry did girls' clubs re-emerge on the 
outieach agenda of the city missionaries. Again, AngUcans were prominent, from 1906 
sponsoring a network of giris' clubs - similar to that of the Gordon Clubs for boys. 
Examples include Christ Church, Milton, which in 1906 formed the Milton Giris' Club 
for girls over fourteen years of age. 
Operating under the supervision of the local Mothers' Union, this Club offered a varied 
regimen of activities centred on 'tiaditional' giris' club activities such as, millinery, 
needlework, dressmaking, elocution and singing. The increasing participation of women 
in sports and promotion of strenuous exercise for females was reflected in the club's 
programme, which allocated time to physical drill and games. Supervised social 
^°' CC, 1 December 1893, p. 3; BC, 21 November 1893, p. 4. 
^^ The demise of the Club is not charted by Amies, although she accords it a little space in her diesis 
The Aims, Ideals, and Achievements', p. 27. The Church was genuinely poor in Queensland and highly 
dependent on die Mother Church in England but witiiout the influence to secure greater ftmds from tiiis 
source. In 1884 die Church in Queensland was £400 in debt. Crook, 'Aspects of Brisbane Society', p. 36. 
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evenings for members and friends were also held regularly in the clubrooms at Petiie 
Terrace Giris' School.^"' 
Other large clubs formed at this time in the city and inner-suburbs were St Columb's 
Giris' Club, All Saints' Church, Wickham Terrace, Holy Trinity, WooUoongabba, St 
Luke's Girls' Club and the Holy Cross Girls' Club, Wooloowin.^ *" Their emergence at 
this juncture reflected the improving economic circumstances prevalent in Queensland 
following the ending of the drought of 1899-1902 and full recovery from the effects of 
the economic depression of the previous decade. Propitious economic indicators 
permitted what was a general trend of concerted activity in the field of youth club/ 
outieach work by the Churches. The Brisbane Roman CathoUc Church, for example, 
initiated the Girls' Cential Club in November 1905, with its clubrooms in the Treasury 
Chambers, George Street. The demand for this non-sectarian venture was high, with 
over two hundred girls enrolling as members at its first meeting.^ ** One year later, the 
future Archbishop of the Brisbane Diocese, James Duhig, when administiator of St 
Stephen's established a Girls' Club there. However, he later recalled that it petered out 
due to lack of interest on the part of his successors.^ *^ 
Youth Sports Clubs 
It would be remiss to consider the establishment of youth clubs as instimtions of 
character and citizenship tiaining without accounting for the fostering of sports clubs as 
a means of inculcating key tiaits identified with individual, national and racial 
'fitiiess' *^^  There can be little doubting the interest in sports that developed in the late 
Victorian years, some indication being the beUef that the Churches could influence 
^ CC, 2 July 1906, p. 204, 1 August 1906, p. 21; BC, 18 May 1908, p. 7. 
^'° CC, 1 June 1905, p. 192, 1 August 1906, p. 20,2 December 1907, p. 100; BC, 10 October 1908, p. 16, 
11 December 1909, p. 12; CHC, 23 June 1909, p. 4. 
^" BC, 23 November 1905, p. 4,28 November 1905, p. 6,4 February 1908, p. 7. 
*'^  TP Boland, James Duhig, St Lucia, University of Queensland Press, 1986, p. 214. 
513 
' EO, 12 February 1890, p. 5; QPD, vol. Ix, 1890, p. 20. 
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behaviour - especially of young males - through the promotion of church-based leagues 
and competition. It was considered that such agencies would militate against behaviour 
"... that is objectionable and hurtful", and foster competition enabling a "... 
purification of the atmosphere."^*'* Methodist opinion on the question of youth and 
amateur organised sports, for example, while not uniform edged towards a positive 
appraisal during these years. The Methodist Leader, for instance, urged its readers to 
"Believe in many-sided life. Take an interest in the whole man. A boy is the better for 
physical development. Take an interest in his cricket, football, gymnasium..." 
Undoubtedly, the stiategy tapped into a vein of enthusiasm for organised sports that 
developed in the latter half of the nineteenth century across classes, and to a more 
limited extent, genders, aided by a conducive cUmate.^ *^ For example, Gilbert Parker, a 
sojoumer in the antipodes during the 1880s claimed that in his experience, "Not to 
participate in and enjoy the sports of the people is a crime in Austialia never to be 
forgiven. Sports play an enormous part in AusttaUan existence."^*' In the early years of 
the twentieth centiiry a popular form of working class sporting club emerged in the 
form of the Pastime Club, which was predominantly devoted to boxing but catering to 
other athletic interests also. These clubs were common in the working class 
neighbourhoods of Brisbane and are perhaps most akin to the contemporary community 
gymnasiums-boxing halls.^ ** 
However, the Churches, and the Anglicans in particular, were in the van of the 
development of sporting institutions for promoting "Muscular Christianity" and 
"manliness" in young Brisbane males. Robert Speer in an article titled 'The Boy and 
Athletics' promulgated the value of organised sports over the unorganised variety. 
'^" ML, 16 October 1897, p. 1; QCWMJ, 7 November 1891, p. 17. 
'^^ ML, 19 February 1910, p. 1041. 
'^* Gordon Inglis, Sport and Pastime in Australia, London, Methuen and Co., 1912, pp. vii, 8. See also 
the Referee, 13 January 1887, p. 4. 
'^^  Parker, Round the Compass, p. 107. 
'^^  For example, see die account of die Valley Pastime Club in SO-SS, 4 May 1912, p. 4. 
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Through the process of supervised tiaining and coaching, and under the conditions of 
team play, Speer believed that vital values are transmitted and intemaUsed by young 
males. Pursuing this theme Speer proffered that organised sports served to: 
... beat meanness out of him, to create a spirit of rigid discipline in his Ufe, to knit 
his body into tight compactness and fit it for stem and testing use; to develop in 
him a hard manliness, to root weak and shirking impulses out of him, and to drill 
all brave and danger-welcoming impulses into habits of hard work, and the will to 
accept, however nauseous, and do it with a whole soul.^*' 
"Muscular Christianity" was by the 1880s ".,. well and traly embedded in Austialian 
social thought."^^° Despite its title the concept had its critics among the activist 
Christian fratemity in Queensland. For example, the Evangelical Standard felt moved 
to declare in 1882 that "We are by no means admirers of what is called muscular 
Christianity, for as a rale in it there is a great deal of muscle and very Uttle 
Christianity."^^* However, there was a growing recognition among the denominational 
hierarchies that for the Churches to remain vital in the lives of the colony's (white 
male) youth, sports and "manly" exercise needed to be incorporated within their youth 
work programmes. The Presbyterian "Muscular Christian", the Reverend JF McSwaine, 
believed that among the benefits of physical exercise lay the fostering of good health 
and the elevating of the moral plane of the young male.^ ^^ Sinularly, the Methodist 
Leader suggests tiiat sport could function to inculcate "... chivalry, courage, patience, 
self-control and all that [is] clean and stiaight."^^^ That active participation in amateur 
sports was beneficial to the constraction of an "appropriate' character remained 
^" YMM, 1 January 1903, pp. 6-7, p. 6. 
^^ David W Brown, 'Muscular Christianity in the Antipodes: Some observations on the diffusion and the 
emergence of a Victorian ideal in Australian social theory'. Sporting Traditions, vol. 3, no. 2, May 1987, 
pp. 173-187, p. 178. See also Brown's, 'The Legacy of British Victorian Social Thought: Some prominet 
views on sport, physical exercise and society in colonial Australia', ASSH Studies in Sports History, no. 
1,ASSH, 1986, pp. 19-41. 
^^ ' QES, 27 May 1882, p. 576. 
*" £0,27 June 1888, p. 4. 
^" ML, 1 December 1911, p. 519; Metiiodist Church of Austtalasia, Queensland Branch., The Methodist 
Leader, January-December 1911, 0MFS/l/l/4(f). JOL 
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something of a commonplace in the late nineteenth-early twentieth centuries, although 
524 
it was an idea not without cntics. 
Apart from the hegemonic view that sports were health giving, proponents such as 
"WBC" believed them purveyors of morality. In an article titied 'The Moral Effect of 
Football' "WBC" claimed that this sporting code: 
... brings out the most manly qualities in the players, such as physical and moral 
courage, unselfishness, self-restiaint, and resourcefulness. Everyone will admit 
that any sport which tends to develop these quaUties must be a potent factor in the 
moulding of a boy's character.^ ^^ 
Furthermore, sports were viewed by the growing body of 'boyologists' as altemative 
outiets for the sublimation of destractive urges - as a "safety valve", "mimetic play" or 
"moral equivalents for violence" in civil society.^ ^^ Thus, Victorian and Edwardian 
social commentators saw participation in sports as one means for producing upstanding 
citizens. For sections of the Victorian and Edwardian middle classes organised sports 
were regarded as central agencies in the promulgation of "character" and that most 
slippery and elusive of tiaits, "manUness." From the mid-nineteenth century a process of 
sportisation - "... the tiansformation of British pastimes into sports and the export of 
them on an abnost global scale" - commenced.^ ^* There is a general consensus among 
sports historians that during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries "tiaditional" sports 
were 'modernised' That is, transformed from events that were, in the words of 
Canadian sports scholar, Richard Graneau, "... periodic, unorganized, localized in 
specific communities, and governed by often competing rales" into activity that is 
DW Brown, 'Criticisms Against die Value-Claim for Sport and die Physical Ideal in Late Nineteentii 
Century Austialia', Sporting Traditions, vol. 4, no. 2, May 1988, pp. 150-161. 
^" Referee, 27 April 1904, p. 6. 
Gay, The Cultivation of Hatred, pp. 426-429, p. 430; Harvie Ferguson, 'Sigmund Freud and the 
Pursuit of Pleasure', in Rojek, (ed.). Leisure for Leisure, pp. 53-74, pp. 59-60. 
" ' Howell, Howell and Brown, The Sporting Image, p. 5. 
528 Grant Jarvie and Joseph Maguire, Sport and Leisure in Social Thought, London, Routiedge, 1994, p. 
140. 
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"...vastiy more organized, highly stractured and regulated... speciaUzed, 
bureaucratized, and oriented to the values of individual achievement expressed through 
pursuit of 'the record' "^ '^ By the late nineteenth cenmry this process in the Westem 
world dictated that"... emerging institutionalized forms of sport had become 
consolidated around the ideas of the moral usefulness of games, middle-class 
respectability, and gentiemanly propriety."^^" 
Of the exported sporting products intioduced into Austialia those that captured the 
popular imagination, aside from the ubiquitous horse racing, were the winter game of 
ragby football and the summer sport of cricket. The "new athleticism", which regarded 
organised sports as agencies for moral regeneration among the young, arrived in 
Queensland through the private schools, where it had emerged in die United Kingdom.^ ^* 
The value of organised sports to the development of middle class character was clearly 
spelled out in the Church of England Grammar School's first annual report delivered in 
1912, which read, "It is our aim, here, to make boys manly; to train characters as well as 
minds... For the development of all the virtues, both active and passive, from smbbom 
grit to courteous self-sacrifice, there is nothing for a boy better than the discipline of 
games", which also assists assist the nation to become "... stiong, energetic and 
advenmrous." The amateur ethos at the centre of the "new athleticism" was spread 
from the private schools into the State School system. 
By the early twentieth cenmry State Schools began to organise inter-school 
competitions for male pupils in tennis, cricket and ragby, the latter perhaps encouraged 
^ '^ Richard S Gruneau, 'Modernization or Hegemony: Two views on sport and social development', in 
Jean Harvey and Hart Cantelon, (eds). Not Just a Game: Essays in Canadian sport sociology, Ottawa, 
University of Ottawa Press, 1988, pp. 11-32, pp. 12-13. 
^^ ° Gruneau, 'Modernization or Hegemony', pp. 11-32, p. 21. 
^^ ' Eikman Teo Hoe Aik, 'Athleticism in the Boys' Grammar Schools of Queensland 1863-1900'. 
MHMS, Department of Human Movement Studies, University of Queensland, 1993. 
532 ^Ypp Morris, Sons of Magnus: First steps of a Queenslarul school, Brisbane, Rowan Morcom, 1955, 
p. 26. See also, JA Mangan, 'Athleticism: A case study of the evolution of an educational ideology', in 
Brian Simon and Ian Bradley, (eds). The Victorian Public School: Studies in the development of an 
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by the gift to each school of a ragby ball by the Queensland Rugby Union. In the 
nineteenth cenmry State School inter-school competition had been more of an ad hoc 
affair.^ '^* Also, the amateur ethos in Queensland was publicised through monographs 
such as HC Perry's and WB Carmichael's 356 page tome, Athletic Queensland, written in 
defence of tiie 'superior' values fostered by amateur sport in reaction to the growing 
popularity of professionalism and, concomitantiy, the growing phenomenon of the 
535 
Sports spectator. 
Sport and disciplined physical exercise, such as gymnastics, was identified stiongly and 
positively with workplace productivity and personal healthiness. A lead writer for the 
YMCA's monthly joumal, the Young Man's Magazine, articulated this proposition in an 
article Unking 'Industry and Sport'. Rehearsing themes prevalent at the time the autiior 
pointed to the role sport played in the reproduction of a steadfast workforce: 
Forethought and foresight, perseverance and resolution, above all tact in deaUng 
with men, are some of the qualities which industry practises. Sport exercises the 
man in the more brilUant and dashing virtues which are highly necessary in their 
place, - coolness in tight places, quickness of resource, dash and pluck, a proper 
measure of caution and boldness, above all temperance and bodily restiaint. 
Muscular as well as intellectual requirements was deemed necessary to "... maintain the 
progress and enterprise for which these colonies have hitherto been honourably 
distinguished." The Courier, for example, regarded physical exercise in the form of 
gymnastics as cracial in the straggle to attain heightened levels of industiial efficiency: 
educational institution, Dublin, Gill and Macmillan, 1975, pp. 147-167; Boomerang, 27 October 1888, p. 
13. 
"^ Referee, 18 May 1904, p. 8; SO-SS, 15 April 1905, p. 11, 17 June 1905, p. 12; BC, 20 October 1902, 
p. 7, 8 December 1905, p. 4,28 August 1908, p. 2. 
^^ Perry, Memoirs of the Hon. Sir Robert Philp, p. 17. 
WB Carmichael and HC Perry, Athletic Queenslarul: A history of amateur rowing, boxing arui physical 
development, pedestrianism arui cycling in Queensland, Brisbane, HJ Diddams, 1900, p. vii. 
536 QYM, 2 September 1901, p. 1. 
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Free exercise in the open air, even if somewhat violent and fatiguing, must 
accustom the body to endurance, and so render it capable of sustained labour. If 
our boys and girls are subjected to the discipline of the gymnasium under the eye 
of a judicious master during their school days they may be trasted to carry on the 
work themselves when they enter on the business of life.^ '^ 
The paper also advocated the discipline of gymnastic tiaining for Queensland's girls 
and young women on the basis that their role as effective future mothers was also 
cracial to the country's industiial efficiency and racial survival. With such high stakes 
the Courier was appalled at the "attenuated" and "adipose" posmres predominating 
among "Our Girls", declaring the need for this to be remedied at an early age through 
physical tiaining, enabling the optimal performance of her duties as wife and mother.^ ^* 
The Gordon Club Movement 
The most prominent expression of the "new athleticism" in the period, catering 
overwhelmingly to male character development was the Gordon Club, pioneered in 
Queensland by the AngUcan Church. This particular club format was named after 
General Charles Gordon, described as "... the arch example of the Christian hero as 
soldier, an embodiment of the ideology of the British Empire." Having been involved 
actively in the ragged school movement in England, Gordon was regarded as a humane 
and compassionate man. However, his image of Christian-Soldier-Hero was traly 
created in the aftermath of his death at Khartoum in 1885 in the service of the 
Empire.^^' Praised in the popular press, from the pulpit and in the parUament, the Gordon 
Club movement within Queensland - unusually - was commenced not in the capital but 
rather in the raral town of Toowoomba, where the Church Chronicle declared in 1897, 
"... the stiongest Club for young manhood' had been created." '^*° 
^" BC, 2 September 1885, p. 4. 
*^ * BC, 29 November 1887, p. 3. See also Queenslander, 28 June 1884, p. 1011. 
" ' Maunders, Keeping Them Off the Streets, 1984, p. 43. 
^ CC, 1 May 1897, p. 1; QPD, vol. xciii, 1904, p. 2086, vol. cix, 1911, pp. 798-799. 
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Founded by tiie Reverend St JP Pughe at St Luke's AngUcan Church in September 1892, 
the Gordon Club drew its inspiration from the dicmm that"... if young men were to be 
banded together, it must be through their love of sport." This was the more so given that 
the "young blood" of Austialia, "... in this genial climate has a passion for athletics." '^** 
For Pughe, however, sport was not encouraged as an end in itself but as a "... means 
towards a far higher end—the creating of the stiong body that there may be the stiongest 
soul— b^oth working in harmony in the one complete man."^ '*^  Unenvisaged perhaps by 
Pughe was the potential for the Gordon Club to become poUticised. Examples of such an 
occurrence were rare, although an instance in 1912 is interesting. In the aftermath of the 
1912 Brisbane General Strike a furore erapted in a local Gordon Club over the election 
of persons to the committee who had served as special constables. The world of 
amateur athletics was also rocked by the General Strike, with Trades Hall banning 
members of the predominantly middle class Queensland Amateur Athletic Association 
and Queensland Cyclists' Union from competing in the Eights Hour Sports scheduled 
for May 1912.^ '*^  
Pughe had a keen interest in work with boys and his personal philosophy was based on an 
understanding of the need not to drown boys in religion, but to attiact them through an 
appeal to "Christian ManUness", which would be achieved first and foremost through 
participation in organised team sports. Indeed, the constitiition of St Luke's Gordon Club 
expressed as its object, 'To promote and foster a trae spirit of manliness." Within die 
precincts of the Club Christian morality was conveyed through stiict prohibition of 
gambling, swearing, stiong drink and "... conduct not becoming a gentieman", although 
public displays of bad language and larrikinism were regarded as unavoidable but to be 
*"CC,lMayl897,p. 1. 
^^CC, 1 June 1897, p. 1. 
^^ BC, 19 March 1912, p. 5; CHC, 27 March 1912, p. 8. 
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kept to as bare minimum.^ '*^ His views on the relationship between sports and reUgious 
commitment, as it affected the raison d'etre of the Gordon Club, permeated the thinking 
of Anglican youth work in the latter nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
No better instance of this having occurred concems the pronouncement of the Brisbane 
Clerical Society on 'Gordon Clubs and the Church' following its September 1906 session. 
The Society stated that: 
... the real function of the clergy and of Church influence generally in relation to 
Gordon Clubs and kindred associations was, primarily, not to endeavour to make 
them fostering grounds for confirmation classes, church attendance and so forth, but 
to imbue them with trae and lofty ideals, to make sport of all kinds a school for 
what is both morally and physically wholesome, to keep it a good thing loved for its 
own sake, and to make the cricket and football fields a training ground for all that is 
clean, manly, and gentlemanlike.... Educating themselves in self-discipline and the 
unwritten laws of things honourable, fair-minded, and courteous.^ '*^ 
Under Pughe's charge the Club was a resounding success, having in the first five years of 
its existence accumulated assets to the value of £200 and boasting an annual membership 
exceeding 150, paying 6d per week membership dues. It also had excellent faciUties 
including a gymnasium with dressing room and bath, reading rooms, library, recreation 
room, Secretary's office, verandah and provided equipment for the football and cricket 
teams that played under its banner. A brass band and Dram and Fife band had been 
formed, both of which catered to the musical tastes of the members and friends at the 
monthly sixpenny Gordon 'Pop' (popular concert) and at social evenings.^ '*^ The social 
aspects of the Club were perceived as vital to the 'binding' role the club was expected to 
*"* CC, 1 May 1897, p. 1, 1 June 1897, p. 1. The Kelvin Grove Gordon Club aroused die ire of local 
residents in July 1910, when members were accused of larrikinism on the Kelvin Grove Reserve. CHC, 
13 July 1910, p. 8. 
^^ CC, 1 October 1906, p. 47. 
*** CC, 1 May 1897, p. 1,1 June 1897, p. 1. Advice on starting club libraries emphasised die importance 
of stocking the shelves with appropriate literature, such as Dickens and Scott. The Dawn, 1 November 
1891, p. 33, 1 December 1891, p. 28. 
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play among the young sporting men of the parish, and were emulated in Gordon Clubs 
throughout Queensland.^ '*' 
The Gordon Club movement in Queensland was overwhelmingly concentrated within 
the youth work "programme" of the Anglican Church. By the second decade of the 
twentieth century the movement had spread from the south east of the state to other 
regions, including Charters Towers and Bundaberg.^ '** However, other Protestant 
denominations occasionally, it would appear, fostered this particular type of club. In 
1905, for example, the Merton Methodist Gordon Club was in existence. '^*' Following 
the example of the Toowoomba-based St Luke's Gordon Club, an array of clubs 
organised on identical Unes emerged in Brisbane AngUcan parishes from the late 1890s. 
One of the first established in the city was at St Mary's, Kangaroo Point, which 
emerged out of the Young Men's Guild.^ ^° The foundation of the metropolitan St 
Mary's Gordon Club was followed by the establishment of clubs identified with 
churches at Indooroopilly, South Brisbane, Balmoral, Ithaca, Milton, Clayfield, Kelvin 
Grove, Windsor, Wooloowin, New Farm, Momingside, WooUoongabba, Sandgate and 
Wynnum.^ ^* 
The primary and paramount focus on sport placed the Gordon Clubs at the forefront of 
competition in Queensland's junior and senior sporting leagues covering a wide variety 
of sports. The sporting activities sponsored reflected the popularity in late Victorian and 
Edwardian Australia of codified field sports such as cricket and football, as well as 
team and individual sports like athletics, cross-countiy ranning, swinmiing and cycling. 
547 See for example reports on St Mary's Gordon Club at Kangaroo Point, CC, 1 September 1896, p. 6,1 
September 1897,1 July 1899, p. 178; BC, 1 March 1900, p. 6. 
^*BC, 19 March 1912, p. 4. 
^ '50-55,6 May 1905, p. 10. 
^^"CCl July 1895, p. 5. 
551 See BC, 3 August, 1899, p. 4,14 November 1899, p. 4, 11 August 1902, p. 9,18 February 1903, p. 8, 
3 December 1903, p. 4; CC, 1 November 1898, p. 51,2 January 1899, p. 80,1 July 1899, p. 178, l ' 
October 1903, p. 46, 1 July 1905, p. 210, 1 August 1907, p. 14; CHC, 13 July 1910, p. 8; SO-SS 25 
February 1905, p. 11,10 Febmary 1906, p. 14,20 April 1907, p. 15. 
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Valley Methodist Gordon Club 
Source: John Oxley Library, Photographic Collection. 
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Some clubs even indulged in the eUte sport of saiUng.^ ^^ 'New' sports were also readily 
embraced by Queensland's network of Gordon Clubs. A case in point occurred with the 
table tennis 'mania' that burst onto the state's recreational and social scenes at the mm 
of the century. The parlour game was transformed from a fashionable fad to a highly 
competitive sport, organised into a plethora of leagues, with remarkable speed, with 
Gordon Clubs at the forefront of its development state wide. For example, in 1902 there 
was a Gordon Club in the Brisbane A Grade competition and three clubs playing B 
Grade in the capital.^ ^^ 
Following the tiend towards increased bureaucratisation a committee was appointed by 
the AngUcan Synod in mid-1906 to devise a scheme to form a federation of Gordon 
Clubs and Young Men's Societies. The reasons for the advocacy of centralised control 
over these organisations and the creation of standardised 'constitutional principles' 
were enunciated in a circular letter to the clergy signed by (now) Canon Pughe. The 
missive, reflecting the industrial-speak of the era, was brief and began, "Nothing but 
added efficiency can accrae from a general co-ordination of the rales and objects of 
existing kindred societies." This "added efficiency", it was hoped, would apply chiefly 
to clubs in the process of being established, which was generally the period where 
collapse was most likely,^ '^* The subject was again discussed in the higher echelons of 
the Church when the Brisbane Clerical Society discussed the importance of the Gordon 
Club movement in September 1906.^ ^^  Whether the federation came into existence is 
not referred to in the sources, although a report in the Courier six years later relates an 
attempt to form "... an association to affiliate all the Gordon Clubs in Queensland."^^^ 
"^ BC, 18 February 1903, p. 8. 
^" BC, 19 September 1902, p. 6. 
*^* CC, 1 August 1906, p. 3. 
"^ CC, 1 October 1906, p. 47. 
^^*BC, 19 March 1912, p. 4. 
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While the Gordon Club was, in the main, a preserve of the young Queensland male the 
early twentieth century saw the application of the Gordon Club ideal to women's sport, 
although clubs such as the St George Ladies' Gordon Club, formed in 1906, were far 
from common.^ '^ It should be stiessed though that the discourse over women's physical 
exercise in AustiaUa was complex with even progressive women's joumals such as The 
Dawn cautioned that 'Too Much Exercise is Hurtful" for the "busy woman", although 
in her teenage years, the magazine contended, girls and young women, rather than being 
"... sacrificed to the bondage of genteel deportment", should engage in exercise 
promoting "muscular vigour' in appropriate attire. Of course, such exercise should not, 
ceo 
according to The Dawn, over-stimulate female musculamre. Increased levels of 
sanctioned participation by girls and young women in sports and regimes of physical 
fitness within the school systems, private and public, was occurring throughout the 
'westem' world in the late Victorian and Edwardian years, including Queensland.^^' 
Aside from the straggles of women for acceptance of their involvement in sports and 
vigorous exercise, such as swimming and gymnastics, social legitimation also occurred 
through medical evidence positing the benefit of physically trained girls and women as 
bearers of "racially fit' progeny.^ ^° Perhaps for this reason, as well as binding young 
women to the Church, the Methodist Church advocated the promotion of participation 
in sports and exercise for its "girls" ^ *^ Similarly, clubs fostering particular sports did 
emerge out of giris' clubs and remain attached to them, such as the Giris' Swimnung 
Club at the Church Uistitiite, Milton.^ ^^ The role of sport for women was never regarded 
^" SO-SS, 9 March 1907, p. 14. 
^^ * "The Dawn, 1 August 1901, pp. 14, 16, 1 January 1898, p. 11. 
559 JA Mangan, (ed.), Women, Sport and History, London, British Society of Sports History, 1984; 
Howell, Howell and Brown, The Sporting Image, pp. 83-91. 
'*" Slaughter, The Adolescent, p. 16; Worker, 28 April 1900, p. 3; Archibald B Brockway, 'Physical 
Education', AMG, vol. xxix, 21 March 1910, pp. 123-126; Anon., 'The Effects of Atiiletics on Young 
Men', AMG, vol. xxxii, 11 May 1912, pp. 498-499; Anon., 'Physical Training of School Children', AMG, 
vol. xxxii, no. 2, 30 November 1912, p. 558. 
^*'ML, 19 February 1910, p. 1041. 
562 CC, 1 June 1906, p. 1. 
136 
Chapter Three 
... those who graduate" 
as having the importance for character formation that it was believed to constimte for 
boys and young men, however. 
Conclusion 
The foregoing discussion, read in conjunction with chapter one, has delineated the 
pronounced anxieties felt by the moral reform movement, and its rational recreation 
section particularly, relating to the potential consequences of the unsupervised leisure 
time and pursuits of plebeian youth. It has been suggested that the rise of professional 
youth work in Queensland arose in the environment not just of the "orthodox' child and 
youth "welfare' complex but also in the movement to train a fumre "stable' citizenry 
through the infusion of Christian moral codes and respect for the social order through 
the provision of rational recreation in the youth club setting. The development of 
theories of youth management current in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries - of which the operation of clubs for youth was prominent - convinced youth 
workers that their intercession into the unregulated leisure environments of urban 
working class youth, with the intention of offering guidance and moral example, could 
precipitate the triumph of the "half-angel" over the "semi-savage."^^^ 
Youth workers, overwhelmingly based in the evangeUcal wings of Brisbane's churches 
in the late Victorian and Edwardian years, a combination of volunteer and paid 
personnel, sought to promote socially conservative values for the most part for juvenile 
males through sponsoring club activities that intersected with key elements of local 
popular culture, especially in the sporting arena as witnessed in the section of this 
chapter dealing with the Gordon Club movement. Youth workers also sought to combat 
the potential for criminality arising from the 'temptations' supposedly ever-present in 
the metiopolis. Indeed, middle and upper class reformers considered ingrained in the 
habitus of male plebeian life in the capital a tendency to find such 'temptation' 
irresistible. Incipient criminality was considered less of a social problem in relation to 
^" Hendrick, Images of Youth, pp. 142-143. 
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the leisure life of girls and young working women hailing from the less salubrious 
neighbourhoods of the city. Rather, it has been shown that reformers were concerned 
with questions and anxieties relating to adolescent female sexuality. Unsupervised 
young females, especially those from the 'lower orders', were seen as "at risk" of sexual 
"corraption' by males and, simultaneously revealing the Victorian double-standard, of 
acting as temptiesses preying upon male sexual desire. 
To combat these social and moral "cankers' the supervised club environment was 
deployed by youth workers interested in the strategies of the rational recreation 
movement. Normative values were part of the club's 'curriculum', transferred by youth 
workers in informal activities. Girls and young working women were taught exceUence 
in "useful domestic arts" to enhance prospects for marriage to a 'respectable' man and 
the maintenance of the relationship, with the female in a subordinate role. Sports and 
physical exercise regimes within girls' clubs emerged as standard activities in the 
Edwardian period, the reasoning being that inherent enjoyment would be complemented 
by fitness and better health - vital for producing offspring that would be racially 'fitter' 
in the timeless 'straggle for survival' The esteemed bourgeois values of teamwork, 
discipUne, courage, self-sacrifice and stiength, considered by youth workers, and many 
others, as inculcated through amateur organised competitive team sports, was cential to 
the programmes of the boys' club environment. 
However, the array of activities for young males extended, as was the case for young 
females, to other "useful" pursuits. For "rough' working class boys, like Brisbane's 
newsboys at the St John's Club, educational opportunities were offered to provide a 
means to escape the "blind alley" occupations and casual labour deemed destinctive of 
moral and social values. Indeed, youth workers regarded their professional competence 
in relation to "rough' boys and giris as that of ersatz parent(s), compensating for the 
inability or unwillingness of parents from the 'lower orders' to offer morally 
appropriate tutelage to their daughters and sons. The persona of ersatz parent(s) was not 
unique, however, to youth workers involved in the club movement, as will be seen in 
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the narrative constituting the following chapter, which assesses the estabUshment and 
consoUdation of instimtions firmly at the centie of Brisbane's rational recreation 
movement in the late Victorian and Edwardian period - the uniformed youth 
movements. 
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arms as a soldier": Uniformed youth movements in colonial 
and early post-colonial Brisbane/^ 
Uniformed male youth movements have remained an integral ingredient of the quasi-
military and youth culture of Queensland, and Australia, since the 1870s. From the 
1880s, earlier for the Cadets, a vital section of the rational recreation movement in 
Brisbane, as in AustiaUa generally, comprised organisations - the Boys' Brigade, Cadets, 
the Boy Scouts and the Working Boys' Brigade - devoted to producing a heightened 
martial mascuUnity and sense of 'moral responsibiUty' among the adolescent males of the 
capital and colony/ state. Eminent sociologist and doyen of leisure studies. Professor 
Chris Rojek, postulates that in late nineteenth Britain, the uniformed youth 
organisations were "... the key institutional mechanism of training" employed by the 
rational recreation movement and few scholars disagree.^ ^^ It is apposite that a British 
scholar notes this given that these agencies emerged from ideas and practices 
predominantly generated in the United Kingdom before their transplantation in the 
antipodes from the later Victorian years. 
Uniformed youth organisations, following their implantation in AustiaUa, have proved 
enduringly popular. In fact, they still constitute the largest youth organisations of this 
nature in contemporary Australia. Statistics generated by the intemational Boys' 
Brigade for the year 1980 show a global membership of 265 000, with Australia ranked 
one of the top four 'Brigade nations' in the world.^ ^^ The Cadet movement in AustiaUa 
was one of the most vibrant in the westem world on the eve of the First World War. 
The reasons for the prodigious growth of this militarised youth movement in Austialia 
^"£0,22 May 1890, p. 3. 
^^ Chris Rojek, 'Leisure and 'The Ruins of die Bourgeois World'", in Rojek, (ed.). Leisure for Leisure, 
pp. 92-112, p. 98. In his Youth, Empire and Society, John Springhall provides an excellent overview of 
die uniformed youth movements that arose in late Victorian Britain, which provided the stimulus for tiieir 
creation and emulation in Austi-alia. John Springhall, Youth, Empire and Society: British youth 
movements, 1883-1940, London, Croom Helm, 1977; Bailey, Leisure and Class in Victorian England, p. 
125. 
*^* Hoare, Boys, Urchins, Men, p. 24. 
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during the Victorian and Edwardian years were manifold, but two stand out as 
deserving emphasis. First, as a consequence of the introduction of the controversial 
scheme of Universal Military Training in 1911, involvement in the Cadets - at the 
junior or senior levels - was made compulsory. Second, the militarisation of aspects 
of youth culture in the late Victorian era, especially juvenile literamre for males, was 
instramental in creating a cUmate where miUtary "adventure' was seen as a legitimate, 
courageous and even essential as proof of manliness - in both personal and national 
contexts. The Boy Scout movement will also comprise a part of the foUowing narrative 
on uniformed youth movements. Less overtly militaristic than either the Cadets or 
Boys' Brigade, this tiemendously popular youth movement commenced in Queensland 
in 1909, growing rapidly in the next five years to boast a membership in the thousands. 
The following narrative, which considers the origins and development of uniformed 
youth movements in Queensland to 1914, is concemed with the promotion of 
organisations with young male memberships. Only passing reference is made to those 
sister organisations that invariably emerged some time after their male counterparts. 
The fundamental reason for this omission is that uniformed youth groups, the vast 
majority having a militarist charter to some degree, were not considered appropriate for 
younger members of the "gentler sex" Warfare, and preparation for combat, was 
considered the business of men and boys. 
Thus, there simply was no equivalent to the Boys' Brigade or Cadets for females, 
although emphasis on physical tiaining for giris attending State Schools brought them 
within the ambit of the male dominated school-based junior Cadet movement by the 
The Junior Cadets in Queensland, based primarily in the State and private schools of die various 
colonies/ states, were aged between twelve and fourteen years, the former being die minimum school 
leaving age from 1900. The senior Cadets was institiited nationally for boys and young men who had 
finished compulsory education but were too young to join the Volunteer Forces. For markedly differing 
viewpoints on die popularity of Universal Military Training see TW Tanner, Compulsory Citizen 
Soldiers, Sydney, Altemative Publishing Cooperative, 1980 and John Barrett, Falling In: Australians and 
'Boy Conscription-1911-1915, Sydney, Hale & Iremonger, 1979. 
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end of the period considered.^ ^* In the one uniformed organisation that projected a less 
militaristic image - the Boy Scouts - the emergence of a female version occurred in 
1910 with the formation of the Girl Aids. Unfortunately however, antagonism from the 
male Scouting authorities resulted in its rapid demise.^^' Following this debacle it took 
a further nine years before the Girl Scout movement was launched in Brisbane in 1919, 
placing it beyond the scope of this dissertation.^'" Similarly, the formation of sections 
of the Boy Scout movement such as the Wolf Cubs and Rover Scouts were initiated in 
1918 and 1923 respectively, again outside the range of the thesis.^'* 
In the text that follows then the genesis and consoUdation of these three uniformed 
ensembles in the period spanning the 1870s to 1914 shall be considered, commencing 
with an appraisal of the Boy Scouts' movement before moving on to discuss the Cadets, 
concluding with an analysis of the "orthodox' Boys' Brigade, and the 'unorthodox' 
Working Boys' Brigade, which emerged in the Brisbane working class district of West 
End in 1886. The historiography of these movements in Queensland reveals the paucity 
of scholarly analysis of these entities that, given their positioning within late Victorian 
and Edwardian youth culture in the colony/ state, are surely deserving of the attention of 
historians concemed to go beyond a factual recounting of selected 'significant events' 
from perhaps overly sympathetic proponents of the objectives of the movement(s). 
*^* By the end of 1913 some 220 female teachers were qualified as instractors of junior Cadets. They 
received Certificates of Competency to teach courses on fu-st aid, swimming, squad drill, steps and 
organised games, dancing and physical culture. EOG, vol. xvi, no. 3, March 1914, pp. 68-70. 
^^ BC, 26 February 1910, p. 11,12 March 1910, p. 16. GH Swinbume, Among the First People: "The 
Baden-Powell Girl Guide movement in Australia 1908-1936, Sydney, Girl Guides Association of 
Austialia, 1978, pp. 35-36. 
™^ Swinbume, Among the First People; R Fones, In the Light of All the Years: A history of Scouting in 
Queensland, Queensland, The Scout Association of Austi-alia-Queensland Branch, 1992, p. 15; Leslie Edgar 
Slaughter, Baden-Powell: Boy Scouts centenary jubilee 1857-1907-1957, Brisbane, Boy Scouts 
Association Queensland Branch, 1957, pp. 18,43-44. 
" ' The Wolf Cubs catered to young boys under eleven years of age. They were die brainchild of Robert 
Baden-Powell who drew his inspiration from Rudyard Kipling's Q-emendously popular Jungle Book. The 
Rovers were senior scouts for males aged over sixteen years. Fones, In the Light of All the Year, pp. 15-
17; Slaughter, Baden-Povfell, pp. 36-41. 
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Unfortunately, the inevitable Umitations of space militate against presenting a detailed 
examination of each movement. Rather, the narrative will concentrate on exploring 
their genesis and consolidation from the analytical perspective of social class, while 
also appreciating their masculinist orientation and their context within broadly based 
discourses on Social Darwinism, emphasising racial degeneration and notions of 
"survival of the fittest' in an increasingly competitive globalising world - especially 
economicaUy and militarily. The choice of these perspectives it is important to note, 
reflects the dominant concems, ambitions and objectives of their vociferous advocates 
in the period under consideration. Prior to investigating these movements a brief 
discussion of the social context informing their founding and development is necessary. 
Fomenting the Martial Spirit in Queensland 
The issue of miUtary readiness emerged as a vital question within the individual 
colonies prior to Federation, and for the Commonwealth govemment in the years after 
1901. The withdrawal of British tioops from the AustiaUan colonies in 1870 ignited 
discussions over the following forty-five years concemed to advocate schemes for the 
defence of the continent. With the uniting of the colonies in the Austialian Federation, 
the states ceded responsibiUty for the armed forces to the Commonwealth, which used 
its taxation powers to increase the defence budget by six hundred percent between 1905 
and 1913, reflecting a desire to emulate the escalating military budgets of the advanced 
capitalist powers (and their white settier 'colonies'). This concem for military 
preparedness was, however, far from unique to the Edwardian years.^'^ Indeed, from the 
eariiest years of the white invasion of the Australian continent in the late eighteenth 
centiiry, the "settiers' exhibited consistently tiepidation at their geopoUtical location. 
Leading Brisbane identity, EJT Barton, voiced what had been a common fear dating 
572 
Stewart Firth and Jeanette Hoora, 'From Empire Day to Cracker Night', in John Arnold, Peter Spearitt 
and David Walker, (eds). Out of Empire: The British Dominion of Australia, Victoria, Mandarin 
Austialia, 1993, pp. 127-147, p. 129. 
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back to the early 1800s when in 1909 he described Queensland as a "... vast territory 
that lies so temptingly open to the invader." 
As inhabitants of this colonial outpost of Britain, AustiaUans anxiously contemplated 
their proximity to the "yellow hordes" to the north and vulnerability to 'foreign 
aggression'. FoUowing the Boer War (1899-1902), for example, a "crisis mentality' 
emerged, which, with invasion scares, premonitions of mass warfare and an increasing 
emphasis on miUtary preparedness, provided the broader context for the slide into 
Austialian participation in World War One.^ ''* Preceding this war in South Africa 
'invasion scares' proliferated also in Queensland, especially in the 1880s, when the 
imagined foreign aggressor was envisaged as coming from the European continent, with 
suspicions heightened over French and Russian designs in the Pacific. '^^  However, in 
the early years of the new century the belief that the main threat to the federated 
AustiaUan states emanated from Asia became more pronounced, particularly following 
the spectacular nulitary victory of Japan over Russia in 1904-1905. '^^  
For children and youth in Queensland, the fear of invasion and consequent need for 
martial vigilance was a discourse that assumed significant proportions in the latter 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. As social historian Raymond Evans 
demonstiates cogently in his paper on loyaUsm and school children in wartime AustiaUa, 
Queensland's school children in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century were 
regaled with a discourse designed to inculcate miUtarism and a concomitant loyalty to the 
*" EJT Barton, (ed.). Jubilee History of Queensland: A record of political, industrial, and social 
development from the landing of the first explorers to the close of 1909, Brisbane, HJ Diddams «fe Co., 
1909, p. 154. 
"^ Raymond Evans, 'Loyalty and Disloyalty: Social and ideological conflict in Queensland during the 
Great War', PhD diesis. University of Queensland, 1981, p. 12. 
^" Barrett, Falling In, p. 30; Rodd Pratt and Russel Murphy, 'From Schoolboys to Real Soldiers: The 
Cadet movement in Queensland schools, 1870-1906', The Educational Historian's Monograph, in The 
Educational Historian, vol. 22, no. 1, 1991, pp. i-iv, p. i. 
" ' BC, 27 February 1905, p. 4. 
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British Empire.^" Children attending State Schools were subjected to a barrage of pro-
Imperial instraction in the period, predicated largely on the belief that the Empire "... is 
the greatest single force in the world today making for peace, tolerance and justice, and 
the ordered govemment of man.. ."^'* Given this widely-held belief it is unsurprising 
that through the medium of the school readers young Queenslanders were enjoined to 
"... love and honour the Empire's flag, and be ever ready to defend it."^" The 
popularity of pro-Imperial literature for the young of all classes cannot be doubted. 
Indeed, historian John McKenzie calculates that one-quarter of the British publishing 
industry was devoted to the production and distribution of books and joumals dedicated to 
glorifying the "adventure" of the imperial "civilising mission" of the British "race" in the 
latter nineteenth century, particularly at a time when the European scramble for colonial 
possessions in Africa was at is height.^ *" 
The result of this glut of pro-Imperial Uterature for Jan Kociumbas was that, "By 1900 a 
chauvinistic patriotism was present in practically every text the children read."^** 
School lessons in geography, history and civics extolled the virtues of Empire greatness 
and of the need for "martial sacrifice to the Empire."^*^ School libraries held their 
obUgatory - and weU-thumbed - stock of imperial adventure tales, including the Boys' 
Raymond Evans, 'The Lowest Common Denominator: Loyalism and school children in war-torn 
Austialia 1914-1918', in Lynette Finch, (guest ed.). Young in a Warm Climate: Essays in Queensland 
childhood. A special issue of Queensland Review, vol. 3, no. 2,1996, pp. 100-115. 
" ' TR Bavin, 'Empire Citizenship', Australian Quarterly, vol. 1, no. 3, September 1929, pp. 21-25, in 
John Arnold, Peter Spearitt and David Walker, (eds). Out of Empire: The British dominion of Australia, 
Victoria, Mandarin Austialia, 1993, pp. 23-27, p. 24. 
579 
The children's publication, Queensland's School Paper, combined parochialism witii Empire loyalism 
through tales glorifying die putative global "civilising mission' embarked on by those of British stock. 
Queensland's School Paper commenced in 1905 replacing the Commonwealth School Paper. In 1910 it 
was renamed The School Paper, ceasing publication in 1920. Prior to 1905 die Australian School 
Readers, later the Royal Readers, was most commonly used. Norma Townsend, 'Moulding Minds- The 
school paper in Queensland, 1905-1920', Joumal of the Royal Australian Historical Society, vol. 75, part 
2, October 1989, pp. 142-157; Joanne Phillips, 'Deatii, Discipline and Duty: The worid of die school 
readers'. The Educational Historian, vol. 2, no. 1,1989, pp. 1,7. 
con 
John Springhall, Brian Fraser and Michael Hoare, Sure and Steadfast: A history of the Boys' Brieade 
7SSJ to 79SJ, London, Collins, 1983, p. 19. ^J y «^ ««e 
*^' Kociumbas, Australian Childhood, p. 123. 
Evans, 'The Lowest Common Denominator', pp. 100-115. 
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Own Paper, Pluck, The Boys' Frierui, Union Jack and the epic tales penned by authors 
such as Rudyard Kipling and George Alfred Henty.^ *^  Those who did not attend school 
regularly could gain access to a range of martially oriented Uterature extolUng British 
imperiaUsm through charity-sponsored free Ubraries, the Brisbane Free PubUc Library, 
Sunday School Ubraries and cheap booksellers.^ *'* In addition to literary fare emphasising 
the importance of the "crimson thread of kinship". Empire loyalty organisations 
promoted within the school system would have played a role in fostering the martial 
spirit in the children and youth of the colony/ state, the most prominent being the 
League of Empire, formed in 1902, with the aim to "... inspire personal and active 
interest in the Empire as a whole, to encourage educational and friendly inter-
communication between its different parts, and to promote schemes for the exchange of 
school work and specimens ."^ *^  
Conditioned by an Austialian discourse on war as a necessary proving ground for 
personal and national "manliness' and "mamrity', the attiaction of the uniformed youth 
movements for the young male and the adult youth worker centred on their professed 
capacity to generate and hone these qualities, which were held at a premium in the years 
before the outbreak of hostilities in 1914, coterminous with the transplantation in 
Queensland of the Boy Scouts' movement from Britain. 
*^^  Pati-ick A Dunae, 'Boys Literature and the Idea of Empire, 1887-1914', Victorian Studies, vol. 24, no. 
1,1980, pp. 105-121. Henty dominated die book market for boys from 1885. Springhall, 'Building 
Character in the British Boy', p. 62. 
*^'' LA Clyde, 'Books to Instinct and Elevate: Wesleyan Sunday School libraries in Eastem Austialia', 
Church Heritage, vol. 5, 1988, pp. 37-51, p. 43. 
*^^  'Thirtietii Report of tiie Secretary for Public Instiruction for die Year 1905', QPP, vol. 1, 1906, p. 
1313. Empire Day was fu-st held in Austtalia on 24 May 1905. Firth and Hoom, 'From Empire Day to 
Cracker Night', pp. 135-136. 
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"Broomstick Warriors": The Boy Scout movement in Queensland 1909-1914 
The intemational Uteratiire on the history of the tremendously popular Boy Scouts' 
movement is massive, written from perspectives ranging through hagiography to the 
bitteriy invective. A most illuminating history of the movement, however, is Michael 
Rosenthal's critical but balanced appraisal of the intemational Boy Scout movement. 
The Character Factory: Baden-Powell and the origins of the Boy Scout movement. A 
theme advanced by Rosenthal in this work - and echoed in the smdies of other scholars 
investigating uniformed youth movements as rational recreation - is the paramount role 
played by social class in the movement's development.^ *^ His analysis undermines one 
of the enduring 'myths' of the movement, namely, its supposed eschewing of overt 
poUtical commitment and espoused social egalitarianism, enshrined at point four of the 
Scout Law, which read, "A Scout is a friend to all, and a brother to every other Scout, 
no matter to what social class the other belongs"(appendix two). 
This account of the organisation seeks to allot an action role to social class to explain its 
emergence in Queensland and its development thereafter. *' In contiast, the 
historiography of the organisation in Queensland reflects largely the declasse view of 
the movement promulgated by its leader. Sir Robert Baden-Powell, and encompassed in 
the Law. This is reflected in the monograph by Ralph Fones, who authored the most 
recent overview of Scouting in Queensland, In the Light of All the Years, and by Leslie 
Slaughter, who decades earlier compiled a jubilee history of the Boy Scouts. Both 
authors have been involved in the movement and, indeed, their contributions are official 
histories, published by the Queensland Branch of the Boy Scouts Association, and 
presenting generally uncritical and saccharine accounts of the movement as 
Michael Rosenthal, The Character Factory: Baden-Powell and the origins of the Boy Scout 
movement. New York, Pantheon Books, 1986. 
Stephen Booker-McLay has produced the most scholarly account of the movement in the state to date. 
Stephen Booker-McLay, 'The Scout Movement in Queensland 1909-1939: Its origins, its expansion, its 
role', BEd Honours thesis. Department of Social and Cultural Studies in Education, James Cook 
University of North Queensland, 1987. 
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"progressivist' and pohtically naive. This section of chapter four seeks to remedy 
these deficiencies in understanding the movement in the linuted space available. 
The Australian Boy Scout movement commenced officially at Mosman, Sydney, in July 
1908, according to Queensland based chronicler and pronunent Scoutmaster, the late 
Leslie Slaughter.^*' Spreading from Sydney, the movement encompassed other states by 
early 1914, proof of which lay in the organisation of the first national rally of the Boy 
Scouts' Association being held in Melboume in January that year.^'° The story of the 
emergence of the Boy Scouts' movement in Britain following the lecture tour and 
experimental camp at Brownsea Island, Dorset, in 1907, organised by (Sir) Robert 
Baden Powell, the "hero of Mafeking", is a familiar one not to be repeated here.^'* Let 
it suffice that the Boy Scout's movement arrived in Austraha, and Queensland, in the 
years following its successful initiation in the United Kingdom and, like the vast 
majority of 'experiments' with organising the leisure of youth along "rational' lines, 
was tiansported quite uncriticaUy in the "culmral baggage" of ideas and practices that 
traversed the great physical distance separating the mother country and the Australian 
continent. Within a few months of the founding of the movement in New South Wales 
it emerged in Brisbane during the winter months of 1908. 
UnlUce what occurred in parts of the United Kingdom, the establishment of the first 
units of Boy Scouts in Brisbane, and Queensland, was the initiative of adults associated 
with "... the youth activities of the various churches", both Protestant and Roman 
CathoUc. '^^  The initial impetus for the formation of the first troops in the state came 
from a Sydney-based Scouter, Mr A Ford, who in August 1908 during a visit to 
'** Slaughter became a Scout at the time of the Association's initiation in Queensland in 1909. Fones, In 
the Light of All the Years; Slaughter, Baden-Powell. 
*^^  Slaughter, Baden-Powell, p. 9. 
^ BC, 16 January 1914, p. 6,23 January 1914, p. 7. 
^" Rosendial, The Character Factory; Hendrick, Images of Youth; Springhall, Youth, Empire and 
Society. For its emergence from an oificial perspective see Henry Collis, Fred Huril and Rex Hazlewood, 
B-P's Scouts: An official history of the Boy Scouts Association, London, Collins, 1961. 
^^ Fones, In the Light of All the Years, p. 3. 
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Brisbane managed to interest an Anglican boys' club leader, Charles Smethurst Snow, 
in the concept. '^^  Enamoured of the idea. Snow proceeded to form a patrol at his parish 
church of St Mary's, Kangaroo Point. Within the space of a few months youth workers 
based in other denominations had created their own Scout units, although according to 
Slaughter this development was "... uncorrelated, each man being unaware what the 
other was doing." '^'* By early 1909 then, patiols had been started at the Congregational 
Church, Bowen Hills, under the leadership of Sunday School teacher, Lesleigh John 
WilUams, the Ashgrove Methodist Church's Gordon Club (the Ithaca patiol), under the 
mtelage of Leonard Lovejoy, and at St Thomas's Church of England, Toowong, with 
Septimus Davis at the helm. '^^  
The movement was quick to bureaucratise, with adults occupying the key leadership 
roles. By July 1909 Snow was appointed Chief of Staff. Two months later in September 
the Council of Control was created as the paramount Scouting body in the state, and a 
Central Executive formed to administer the movement's daily operations.^'^ At the end 
of 1909 it was evident that in Brisbane the popularity of the Boy Scouts was high, aided 
by the "considerable circulation" of the weekly joumal. The Scout, and the availabiUty 
of Baden-Powell's inspirational Scouting for Boys.^^ Reflecting this, further tioops 
were formed at Kangaroo Point, the city centie (at the Town Hall), and in the distiicts 
of Momingside, Windsor, Nundah, Rosalie and Wynnum. Moreover, five hundred 
'^ ^ Slaughter, Barfen-Powel, p. 10. 
'^"' Slaughter, Baden-Powell, p. 11. 
595 
596 
597 
Williams regarded Baden-Powell a personal hero. The Congregational pati-ol moved soon after to die 
Congregational Mission Hall at New Farm. Slaughter, Baden-Powell, p. 10; Fones, In the Light of All the 
Years, p. 3. 
Fones, In the Light of All the Years, pp. 13, 22; Slaughter, Baden-Powell, pp. 12-13. 
In October 1909 for example diere were in die state two hundred registered boy scouts organised into 
thirty pati-ols. By the end of November a fiirdier diree hundred new recraits had joined! Slaughter Baden-
Powell, pp. U, 14, 16. 
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scouts had registered and tioops were formed in the provincial towns of Gympie, 
Nambour, Boonah and Townsville.^'* 
Experiencing such rapid growth the organisation affiliated with the English League of 
Boy Scouts on 2 July 1910, occasioning a change of name to the League of Baden-
Powell Scouts, Queensland Section, beconung officially a part of the world 
movement.^" Bolstered by this initial burst of enthusiasm, boys continued to flock to 
the ranks, encouraged no doubt by major spectacles such as the gala welcome afforded 
to Baden-Powell at the time of his visit to Brisbane in May 1912. Indeed, by this 
juncture there was in excess of 2 800 scouts in Queensland.^°° 
The Boy Scouts' movement's initial success can be tiaced to its inherent popularity 
with male youth keen on 'adventure', as proscribed for colonial Britons inter alia 
through the genre of "adventure" literamre that dominated the juvenile book market. 
However, other agencies probably facilitated its rapid rise and consolidation. For 
example, the govemment's Railway Department granted reduced fares for boy scouts 
tiavelling by rail on Scouting-related activities from December 1909.^ °* The support of 
influential pations such as the Govemor, Sir William MacGregor, and the Premier, 
WilUam Kidston, in 1909 also helped create confidence within the movement and a 
"positive attitude" to attaining fumre success.^ "^ The movement also benefited from the 
first Council of Contiol counting among its numbers "... lay personnel, several having 
status in the community..."^^ On the publicity front the Courier lent an important 
*'*A pati-ol comprised between six and eight boys, with more dian one patiol in a unit being known as a 
tioop. By 1914 patiols and troops emerged at Ipswich, Killamey, Bundaberg, Roma, Oakey, Cairns, 
Dalby, Mount Morgan. Fones, In the Light of All the Years, p. 3. 
^^ Fones, In the Light of All the Years, p. 23. 
*°°BC, 13 May 1912, p. 7. 
^ ' Slaughter, Baden-Powell, p. 26. 
*°^  John Forrest occupied the position of President in 1909. The Vice-President was die wealtiiy 
pastoralist and company director, die Honourable Ernest James Stevens, Member of tiie Legislative 
Council (MLC). Fones, In the Light of All the Years, p. 23. 
*°^  Fones, In the Ught of All the Years, p. 22. 
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helping hand by assuming the mantie of "Official Organ" of the Scouts in Queensland 
from 1910. 
The growth of the movement from 1909 to 1914 indicates that the movement was 
successful in its objective of attracting a large number of boys within its ambit. 
Certainly, for the young male desirous of variety in the pursuit of pleasure through 
active participation in outdoor pursuits the Boy Scouts' movement was unsurpassed in 
late Victorian and Edwardian Brisbane, as can be gleaned from table two below. 
Table Two. Boy Scouts' activities 1909-1914 604 
Genre of Activity 
Bushcraft 
Martial 
Sports 
Physical Exercise 
Educational 
Religious 
Musical 
Medical 
Other 
Actual Activity 
Camping; Cooking; Fauna Study; Fishing; Flora Study; Horse Riding; 
Hunting; Knot Tying; Orienteering; Stalking; Tracking; Woodcraft. 
Acting as 'Guard of Honour'; Bridge Building; Despatch Running; 
Marching; Mock Battles; Reconnaissance Missions; Rifle Shooting; 
Stave Drill; Sword Fighting; Troop Drill. 
Athletics; Australian Rules Football; Boxing; Chess; Cricket; Cycling; 
Draughts; Gymnastics; Hockey; Quoits; Rowing; Rugby Union; 
Swimming; Wrestiing. 
Boating; Single Stick; Scout Games. 
Essay Competition; Lectures; Photography Classes; Signalling; Troop 
Libraries. 
Camp Prayers; Church Parades. 
Bugling; Musical Association; Scout Band. 
First Aid; Life Saving. 
Displays; Hobby Evenmgs; Philatelic Club. 
Sources: Fones, In the Light of All the Years; BC, 1909-1914. 
604 The data for tiiis table is derived mainly from die weekly reports of both the Boy Scouts—Baden-
Powell League (from May 1912, following incorporation flu-ough Royal Charter, die Boy Scouts-
Queensland Section) and die Queensland section of tiie British Boy Scouts (from August 1912, the 
Queensland British and Imperial Boy Scouts). Despite the existence of two organisations dedicated to 
scouting in die State, die activities engaged in by them were virtiially identical. 
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Top: Early Scout Camp, Stradbroke Island
Bottom: Scout Swimming Party
Source: R Fones, In the Light ofAll the Years: A history o/Scouting in
Queensland, Queensland, The Scout Association ofAustralia-Queensland
Branch, 1992, pp. 18-19.
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Table two is based upon data obtained mainly from the Courier. The Scouts was 
particularly appealing to the boy, usually aged between ten and eighteen years of age, 
who craved outdoor advenmre, however simulated the experience proved to be.^ "^ 
Foremost among activities grouped in this genre was the "Scout Camp", where 
proficiency in bushcraft was placed at a premium and signalled aptitude rewarded with 
badges and insignia that fostered systematic intemal competitiveness within the 
organisation based on the "... technique of leaming by doing."^°^ Scout camps featured 
regularly in the life of the scout, occupying many weekends and, if a scholar, school 
holidays. However, the highlight of the year was the annual camp, held either at the 
seaside or in the bush.^°' Rather than constituting an institution of 'mere fun', the Scout 
camp was primarily a vehicle for the transmission of the set of socially and morally 
conservative values that underpinned the movement in its early years.^* 
Typically, the camp provided an opportunity for the boy to lead the "outdoorsman" life 
and escape the perceived debilitating effects of urban existence, if only in snatches. 
Indeed, Allen Warren states that a recurring theme in Baden-Powell's prolific writings 
is "... a continuing suspicion of the debilitating effects of urban society and an 
enthusiasm for the open-air life, whether on the frontiers of the Empire or in the 
^^ BC, 4 June 1910, p. 14. Patrol Leaders being drawn in the main from die fifteen to seventeen year 
olds. 
^* For example, to proceed from the 'Tenderfoot" stage to become a second class Scout, the following 
was required: at least one month service, an elementary knowledge of first aid and bandaging, an 
elementary knowledge of semaphore and morse code, the ability to cover a one-half mile in twenty-five 
minutes, travel one mile in twelve minutes at 'Scout's pace', create a fire using two matches or less, cook 
a '41b of meat and two potatoes using only a billycan, having a least 6d in a savings bank and finally, 
knowing the sixteen points of the compass. Fones, In the Light of All the Years, pp. 6-8. Specialist 
Badges could be obtained on successful completion of an arduous course of training: Ambulance, Bugler, 
Clerk, Cook, Cyclist, Electiician, Fireman, Gardener, Horseman, Marksman, Master-at-Arms, Musician, 
Path Finder, Pioneer, Seaman, Signaller, Stalker, Swimming and Life Saving. BC, 4 February 1911, p. 
14. 
^^ In the 1910-1911 Christmas holidays camps were estabUshed at Manly, Lowood, Wynnum, Tweed 
Heads, Southport, Stradbroke Island, Samford Ranges, Toowoomba and Killamey. BC, 10 December 
1910, p. 14, 31 December 1910, p. 14. 
"" Kenneth Orr, 'Social Training in die Boy Scout Movement', in EL French, (ed.), Melboume Studies in 
Education 1965, Carlton, Melboume University Pres, 1966, pp. 251-282, p. 280. 
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countiyside of Britain."^"' A contributor to the Queensland Young Man concurred, 
declaring that, "The attractive side of Scouting is that it brings one into the free namral 
life of the open. The veriest town dullard soon is fascinated by the world of namre, and 
ere long his happiest hours are those spent amid the gay freshness of wood and 
stream."^*" However, forever innovative, the Boy Scout movement in metropoUtan 
Brisbane employed a regime of Scout games - "escaped convict", "deer stalking", 
"catching spies" and "intelligence agent" - permitting bush skiUs to be tested and 
improved upon in the urban environment.^ ** 
The camp also fostered the "gang instinct" believed "namral" for adolescent boys by 
developmental psychologists, following G Stanley Hall, in the Edwardian years.^ *^ The 
establishment of the camping ground generated "tribal" loyalty and small-group 
autonomy, emphasising unit loyalty, independence and initiative. A spatial 
differentiation applied to the camping ground, which was organised into zones occupied 
by an individual Troop responsible for guarding its territory zealously against attack. 
Further, each Troop would organise the logistics of arriving at, and retuming from, the 
specified campsite, including transportation and procuring of the necessary equipment 
such as tents and utensils.^ *^ The camp allowed for "hands on" training in the martial 
arts and bushcraft, sometimes through instmction from an experienced (white) bushman 
from the distiict. Also, it facilitated the development of camaraderie among patiols and 
tioops, which was cmcial in instilling loyalty to the principles of the movement. 
Importantiy, the camp was a golden opportunity for the leaders of patiols and tioops to 
609 Allen Warren, 'Citizens of the Empire: Baden-Powell, scouts and guides and an imperial ideal, 1900-
1940', in John M Mackenzie, (ed.) Imperialism and Popular Culture, Manchester, Manchester University 
Press, 1986, pp. 232-256, p. 240. 
610 
611 
eJ'M,l October 1913, p. 13. 
A common test for observation, for example, consisted of "... describing satisfactorily the contents, 
position, consttuction, and peculiarities of one shop window out of four, examined for one minute 
each..." BC, 11 March 1911, p. 14. 
Hall, Adolescence, p. 361. 
BC, 16 April 1914, p. 14. 
612 
613 
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enact a disciplinary regime testing the character and citizenship qualities of the boys, as 
well as their leadership abiUties.^ *'* 
Character training and personality formation were central to the ethos of the Boy 
Scouts' movement. During his 1912 visit, Baden PoweU himself made the point, 
expostulating the threefold objective of the organisation, reported by the Courier as 
"First, to make a boy a man of character by instilling in to him self reliance; second, to 
teach him handicrafts, so that he could be better fitted to go out into the world to make 
a living; and third, to teach him to be useful to other people."^*^ Physical and moral 
health was tieated with great seriousness within the movement. For Baden-Powell non-
sectarian "practical reUgion" was a cmcial aspect of character development, becoming 
incorporated officially into the Scout Promise in 1909, explaining to a degree the 
attraction of the Scouts to youth workers attached to church boys' clubs around the 
state.^ *^ 
Further, moral conservatism was entienched with the intioduction of a Sabbatarian 
regulation in 1910, which warned, "Frequent Sunday Scouting is deprecated..."^*' 
Physical and moral health was facilitated also through participation in muscular 
Christian and "manly" sports in the uncontaminated environment of inter-Troop and 
inter-state competitions.^** Personal physical (and mental) health was placed at a 
premium within the movement, including a fanatical anti-tobacco smoking cmsade 
*'* A representative regime at camp was: Reveille, 6 a.m.; dip in briny, 6.30; air tents, 7. 30; breakfast, 8; 
games, 9; swim, 11; recreation, 12; dinner, 1 p.m.; rest, 2; scouting games and pioneering, 3; swim, 4.30; 
tea, 5.30; boxing and wrestiing, 7; tum in, 9.30; sentties posted and lights out, 9. 30. On Sunday moming 
a camp religious service was usually conducted. BC, 2 April 1910, p. 14. 
*'^BC, 13 May 1912, p. 7. 
*'* The pertinent part of die Scout Promise reads, "I promise, on my honour to do my best to do my duty 
to God and die King." Fones, In the Light of All the Years, p. 4. The Boy Scouts was a genuinely non-
sectarian organisation, which after five years of its existence included in its leadership men from almost 
all religious denominations. BC, 12 Febraary 1914, p. 7. 
*" Fones, In the Light of All the Years, p. 5; BC, 10 May 1910, p. 7. 
*'* BC, 30 September 1912, p. 10,22 February 1913, p. 15,30 August 1913, p. 14. 
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within the movement led by Baden Powell himself^*' An anti-liquor pledge was also 
intioduced widely within the movement, with Boy Scouts being issued a Scout 
Temperance Card.^ ^° 
The moulding of character was also facilitated, the leadership hoped, through each 
scout imbibing the Scout Pronuse and the Scout Law, which together constimted a 
"Code of Living" and set of precepts based on respect for constituted authority in the 
form of the King, Nation-State, Church, God, parents and employers (see appendix 
two).^ ^* It is interesting that the question of respect for employers was adopted within 
the Scout Law, which states that: "A Scout is loyal to the King, and to his officers, and 
to his Country and to his employers." (appendix two) The propaganda of the movement 
also claimed that one of its avowed purposes was "... to give the poorest boy a fair start 
in life.. ."^ ^^  That Scouting should tianscend class loyalties was a belief firmly held by 
Baden Powell and the leadership of the movement intemationally, which sought to 
attract young males from all classes. However, the founder was no friend of the labour 
movement, fearing the industrial militancy of the Edwardian era as heralding the 
demise of the British "race" ^ ^^  Essentially, he was poUtically a "social corporatist", 
believing that political unity of the classes was required to face internal and extemal 
threat. Through the promulgation of his corporatist creed to youth in Britain and the 
colonies, Baden-Powell hoped to secure their loyalty to nation and inculcate the notion 
of industrial efficiency as being axiomatic to national survival.^ '^* 
619 BC, 10 June 1911, p. 14. For analysis of campaigns against youtii smoking in the decades before die 
outbreak of Worid War One refer to Ian R Tyrrell, Deadly Enemies: Tobacco and its opponents in 
Australia, Sydney, University of New South Wales Press, 1999. 
' '^"BC, 10 June 1911, p. 14. 
*^ ' Fones, In the Light of All the Years, p. 6. 
622 BC, 12 February 1914, p. 7. 
623 Sir Robert Baden-Powell, Boy Scouts Beyond the Seas: My world tour, London, C Arthur Pearson 
Ltd, 1913, pp. 140-141. 
624 Warren, 'Citizens of die Empire', pp. 238-239. 
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League 
of Boy 
Scouts 
Queensland 
Section. 
Form of 
Divine Service 
for tiie 
use of 
Scout Masters. 
In .Suiifling Camps, Scouts will parade in Drill Order, 
^ aiui will remain Siaiiding throughout the Service. 
^Korning |3rauer, 
j r O K D , who shall dwell in Thy Tabernacle : or who shall rest 
(^ upon Thy holy hill. 
R E S P O N S E . 
Even he, that Icadeih an uncorrupt life : and doeth ihe thing 
which is right, and speaketh the truth from his heart. 
Here folloius the Address, or a. portion of the Gospel may be read. 
H Y M N . 
New every mornine is the love 
Our wakeiiinn and uprising prove ; 
Through sleep and darkness sa/eJy 
brought. 
Restored to life, and power and thought. 
If on our daily course our mind 
Be set to hallow all we find, 
New treasures still, of countless price. 
Got) will provide for sacrifice. 
The trivial round, the common task, 
Will furnish all we need to ask. 
Room to deny ourselves, a road 
To bring us daily nearer Goj). 
N e w mercies, each returning day, 
Hover around us while we pray ; 
N e w perils past, new sins forgiven, 
N e w thoughts of G O D , new hopes of 
heaven. 
Ouly, O L O R D , in Thy dear love 
Fit us for perfect rest above ; 
And help us, this and every day, 
S . M . To live more nearly as we pray. Amen. 
^ L M I G H T Y God, unio Whom all hearts be . open, all desires 
C^*' known, and from Whom no secrets are hid ; cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration oi Thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love Thee and worthily magnify Thy Jioly 
i i ame , through Christ our Lord. Afncii. 
Then all shall say— 
Our Father, which art in heaven, .  
the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
S . M . 
The Grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the 
Fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with us all evermore. Amen. 
League of Boy Scouts, Divine Service 
Source: R Fones, In the Light of All the Years: A history of Scouting in 
Queensland, Queensland, The Scout Association of Australia-Queensland 
Branch, 1992, pp. 18-19. 
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The desired cross-class membership "open to talent" failed to mature, however. In the 
Australian context Kenneth Orr contends that its origins and development were rooted 
firmly within the middle classes.^ ^^ Further, David Maunders' studies of youth 
organisations in Victoria, including the Boy Scouts, reveal domination by the middle 
classes and even by the sons of the "dominant class", whose fathers and mothers 
considered the experiences gamered as useful "... if only to learn leadership of the 
subaltern class."^^^ 
The social demographics of the movement in Queensland in the early years, however, 
are exceedingly difficult to estimate. The social class composition of the movement, 
based on the geographical location of Troops, straddled the identifiably elite, middle 
class and working class neighbourhoods. Lads who sought opportunities for "self-
improvement", historically identified in sociological stratificationist parlance as 
emanating mainly from the lower middle class and upper working class, were without 
doubt drawn to institutions of rational recreation like the Boy Scouts for the 'positional 
advantage' offered. In this regard, the Brisbane Troops had, by early 1912, access to an 
employment bureau at city headquarters. The bureau was also accessed by employers 
searching for 'respectable' boys as employees who had undergone training in discipUne 
and social responsibiUty, Further, training courses were provided, in fields such as 
clerical work, horticulture, and electrical work, within the organisation permitting the 
gaining of positional advantage in the youth labour market. 
Despite the rhetoric of the leadership, Brisbane's 'rough' working class districts were 
not treated as promising recruiting grounds; quite the contrary in fact. Local youth 
gangs of the time, the larrikin "pushes" discussed in chapter one, seemingly singled out 
*" Orr, 'Social Training', p. 280. 
"* Maunders, 'Keeping Them Off tiie Stieets', 1987, p. 258. 
*" BC, 24 February 1912, p. 14. Scouts who had obtained First Class stams could undertake tiaining 
courses leading to tiie award of "Specialist Badges." BC, 4 February 1911, p. 14. 
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Boy Scouts for violence as the opportunity arose. Indeed, the Chief Scoutmaster, 
Charles Snow, publicly bemoaned the derision and physical assaults that the early Boy 
Scouts experienced after an attack by several larrikins nearly led to the death of a 
member by strangulation.^ ^* While the Scouts on occasion emerged victorious from 
these skirmishes often they were no match for the locals. Conversely, it is evident 
though that the Boy Scouts appealed to youths already associated with 'respectable' 
organisations. For instance, some boys in the 1*' Indooroopilly Troop maintained an 
association with the local Loyal Temperance Legion. While it can be suggested very 
tentatively that the appeal of the movement in Queensland may have been broader in 
terms of social class than in the southem states, it is evident that the adult leadership 
was drawn also wholly from the lower middle and middle classes in the Edwardian 
period.^ ^* Moreover, membership of the organisation's leadership caste required a 
minimum age of twenty-one years and the disposition of a 'gentleman' ^ ^^  
While social corporatist in outlook the dynamics of class relations impacted markedly 
on the Boy Scouts' movement in Queensland during major social crises. Despite 
outdoor exercises in the form of mock battles, guerilla activities and stalking 
comprising loyal Scouts seeking to overcome rebel forces in Brisbane, when 'the real 
thing' occurred in 1912 the decision to side with constituted authority was not a simple 
one for the rank-and-file of some Troops.^" For example, during the course of the bitter 
Brisbane General Strike of 1912 the Scoutmaster of the Kelvin Grove Troop (which 
^^'BC, 5 March 1910, p. 11. 
*^ ' Fones, In the Light of All the Years, p. 14. 
*^ ° BC, 18 December 1909, p. 10. 
The early Scoutmasters included a jeweller, optometrist, watchmaker, minister, railway traffic auditor 
and youdi organiser. Fones, In the Light of All the Years, p. 13. 
*"fiC, 15Junel912,p. 16. 
"Attack and defence" games were popular as were "Capturing die enemy" games and ambushing 
Scouts from otiier Troops, particularly when camped nearby. Indeed, so popular was diis spontaneous 
raiding on weekend camps by rival Troops diat die leadership was forced to issue regulations forbidding 
it unless the "express permission" of the Scoutmasters to be effected was gained. Slaughter, Baden-
Powell, p. 13; BC, 29 January 1910, p. 11, 5 February 1910, p. 11,31 October 1910, p. 8, 30 September 
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was at the time a staunchly proletarian district) made public his disdain for the strike 
and the strikers, a position supported by the Central Executive Committee of the 
Queensland Scouts. The Troop, however, withdrew their membership in protest with 
the full backing of their parents.^ '^* 
Social conservatism, as manifest in a deep-seated concem for the putative degeneracy 
of the British "race", foUowing the revelations of physical unfitness of the "manhood" 
of Britain and, to a lesser extent, its colonies, following the Boer War, was an important 
factor that stimulated Baden Powell's formation of the Boy Scouts. The leadership of 
the organisation in Britain, North America and Australia in the Edwardian period 
subscribed - as did perhaps the majority of the "thinking classes" of the time - to some 
form of Social Darwinian worldview. Industrial strife, "first wave" feminism, the rise of 
Japan as a global military force, population decUne in westem societies, secularism, and 
concomitantly, moral decline, dictated that for those of British stock the struggle for 
survival was going poorly. 
The Boy Scout "character factory" would, it was hoped and prayed, arrest this 
conceming development. James Milliken, a Scoutmaster from Wynnum, was 
unequivocal that such was the ambit of the Boy Scout organisation. Its fundamental 
purpose, he posited, was "... to put a curb on the degeneracy of the race... It is to raise 
the moral tone, check the moral degeneracy and raise the physical fitness of the coming 
generations."^^^ One of the founding members of the Queensland Boy Scouts, Septimus 
Davis, echoed the sentiment, promoting the movement on the grounds that "The boys 
were trained to do the right thing in the right way at the right time" and were given "... 
a high ideal in life." Cmcially for Davis, the organisation was instilling effectively the 
'tmth' of "... patriotism as a sentiment" and "... the sacredness of duty..." This was 
634 Fones, In the Light of All the Years, p. 13. 
" 'BC, 10 May 1910, p. 7. 
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achieved, he remarked, through the imposition of "salutary discipline" within the 
movement.^ ^^ 
The emphasis on character formation in youth through the imposition of disciplinary 
regimes by legitimated authority was perhaps the key component of the uniformed 
youth movements. The Queensland Boy Scout movement, drawing from intemational 
experiences, adopted a more innovative style of leadership in applying disciplinary 
techniques, compared with the Cadets, the Boys' Brigade and the Working Boys' 
Brigade. 'Orthodox' physical drill, deployed in Uberal doses within each of the 
uniformed youth movements, was less important strategically for the Boy Scouts than 
for these other agencies. For sure. Scout Troops were put through their paces under The 
Boy Scouts' Complete Drill Book, compiled by Baden-Powell. Further, a key indicator 
of a Scout's ability to become a leader within the organisation was his capacity to 
instmct his charges in Troop Drill. Indeed, one pre-World War One candidate for Patrol 
Leader recalled that he was examined in "Style of shouting orders and moving the 
squad in military style..."^^^ However, communal drill was used in a relatively sparing 
manner within the organisation. Rather, the inculcation of discipline and the teaching of 
'appropriate' social values were reserved for the small group or patrol, permitting more 
personal attention to each individual boy.^ *^ 
The question of militarism and the Queensland Boy Scout movement was raised 
repeatedly during the Edwardian period in Australia. Indeed, the intemational 
movement split in 1910 over the proposed course that the organisation should adopt. 
Mirroring the dispute in the United Kingdom, Scoutmasters desirous of militarisation 
formed the British Boy Scouts Queensland Branch and the Baden-Powell League of 
Boy Scouts was proclaimed as apparently carrying on the non-military tradition of the 
*^''BC, 13Mayl912,p.7. 
*" Fones, In the Light of All the Years, p. 9. 
*^ * Warren, 'Cidzens of die Empire', pp. 238-239. 
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Top: 81M Septimus Davis and Toowong Troop
Bottom: Charles Snow with the Chief Scoutmasters' Own Patrol
Source: R Fones, In the Light ofAll the Years: A history ofScouting in
Queensland, Queensland, The Scout Association ofAustralia-Queensland
Branch, 1992,pp. 18-19.
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founder. Scoutmaster Milliken, of the latter organisation, insisted that despite the 
militaristic uniform of the Scoutmasters and Scouts and even taking into consideration 
the military purposes that Scouting was intended for practically, the organisation was 
best described as the "peace scouts", and "The instmction given is in the art of self 
defence and in defence of their country, not in the art of offence."^" According to 
chronicler, Ralph Fones, the non-miUtaristic essence of the Baden-Powell League was 
maintained against strong pressure in the heavy martial atmosphere of Edwardian 
Australia. Indeed, reflecting this mood was the advent of Universal MiUtary Training 
via the Cadet system, introduced virtually coterminous with the initial formation of the 
Boy Scouts' organisation in the state, which sought to prepare future generations of 
cannon fodder for the greater glories of Empire.^' Given the compulsory nature of this 
military training scheme, considered in more detail below, and the voluntary nature of 
their organisation, the Boy Scout leadership feared a downturn in their fortunes. 
Trepidation, however, ceded to relief as the movement continued to expand, the most 
adverse effect experienced being the dismption, at times chronic, of Scout meetings and 
, . . . 642 
other activities. 
*^ ' Slaughter, Baden-Powell, p. 21. Of the forty-eight registered Scoutmasters in 1910, eight resigned to 
form the British Boy Scouts Queensland Branch, which lasted ten years undl its demise in 1920. The 
leaderships of the two organisations sought to minimise animus by encouraging mutual respect 
manifested for example in scouts affiliated with the Baden Powell League of Boy Scouts being ordered to 
salute scoutmasters from the British Boy scouts as well as treating non-officers as 'brother scouts.' 
Further, the spirit of harmony between the two groups was preserved when from July 1910 the Courier 
acted as "Offical Organ" for both organisations. The original organisation was called the Boy Scouts— 
Baden-Powell League but from May 1912, following incorporation through Royal Charter, the Boy 
Scouts—Queensland Section. The group that split named itself the Queensland section of the British Boy 
Scouts, although in August 1912 it took an altemative appellation - the Queensland British and Imperial 
Boy Scouts. BC, 23 July 1910, p. 14; Fones, In the Ught of All the Years, p. 23. 
"° BC, 10 May 1910, p. 7. Fones describes the Scoutmaster's uniform prior to World War One: "... 
khaki tunic, walking breeches, leggings, tanned boots, Baden-Powell hat, brown gloves, cross strapped 
leadier belt and walking stick, plus appropriate insignia of rank.'" By 1916, however, a "... less 
militaristic Scouter's uniform began to evolve." Fones, In the Light of All the Years, p. 14. 
" ' Warren, 'Citizens of die En^)ire', p. 248. 
"^ For example see, BC, 2 September 1911, p. 14. 
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The Cadet Movement in Queensland 1870s-1914 
The Cadet movement in Queensland began in the private school system, with Brisbane 
Grammar School first organising a corps, led by the "Muscular Christian" headmaster, 
Reginald Heber Roe, shortly after his arrival in 1876.^^ Toowoomba Grammar School 
followed suit in 1878 where, under the Volunteer Act o/1878, the Toowoomba 
Volunteer Cadet Corps' and the Grammar School Corps' amalgamated into the Cadet 
Battalion, attached formally to the Queensland Volunteer Rifles.^ '*^ The monopoly held 
by these private Grammar Schools was broken, however, when the Catholic Total 
Abstinence Society Cadet Corps commenced in 1878.^^ By 1914 the Cadet system in 
the colony/ state had undergone profound changes, involving the entry of the State 
Schools into the orbit of systematic Cadet training and, of great significance, the 
institution of the Commonwealth govemment scheme of Universal Military Training in 
1911, making military training compulsory for all male youths and young adults. 
The introduction of compulsory military training was controversial in the English-
speaking world, including Australia, although according to John Barrett, an historian 
not unsympathetic to the aims of the scheme, the highest level of parental support for it 
came from Queensland.^ *^ Some evidence as to the future popularity of the scheme can 
A Cadet corps based at Brisbane Grammar School known as The Rifle Company can be dated to at 
least 1870, but it disbanded in 1873. According to chroniclers of the school's activities, RP Francis and 
Stuart Stephenson, die "first systematically formed" corps emerged in either 1877 or 1878. However, it is 
probably more accurate to date the re-emergence of die BGS Cadet corps at June 1876, when it was 
gazetted. Stuart Stephenson, (comp.). Annals of the Brisbane Grammar School 1869-1922, Brisbane, 
Andiony James Gumming, 1923, p. 103; RP Francis, (ed.). Records of the Brisbane Grammar School 
1869-1890, Brisbane: Pole, Outridge & Co., 1891, p. 97; Pratt and Murphy, 'From Schoolboys to Real 
Soldiers', p. ii. The Australian Cadet movement probably commenced in Victoria at the prestigious 
Scotch College in 1851. Philip C Candy, 'Pro Deo et Patria: The story of die Victorian Cadet movement', 
Joumal of the Royal Australian Historical Society, vol. 64, pt 2, June 1978, pp. 40-54, p. 40. Refer also 
to Paul Kitney, 'The History of the Australian Cadet Movement to 1893', Defence Force Journal, no. 12, 
September/ October 1978, pp. 53-60. 
Keith Willey, The First Hundred Years: The story of the Brisbane Grammar School 1868-1968, 
Melboume, Brisbane Grammar School and Macmillan of Australia, 1968, pp. 30-34. 
^^ Week, 20 April 1878, p. 561. 
*** Barrett, Falling In, pp. 34, 218. 
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be gleaned from enrolment figures recorded in the months prior to its introduction in 
July 1911, which reveal that by the end of the first week of Febmary 17 513 youths 
aged between fourteen and seventeen years had registered with the authorities, 
comprising perhaps fifty-six to sixty per cent of the male youth population.^^ 
Nevertheless, and despite the barrage of pro-Imperial and military propaganda in favour 
of compulsory training, a considerable campaign of opposition to either the scheme in 
toto or aspects of it, emerged following its inauguration. Opposition at the rank-and-file 
level was registered in the unorganised resistance of lads identified as hailing from the 
"rough" working class neighbourhoods of Brisbane in particular, who refused to 
comply with the order to train, potentially and actually facing jail sentences for their 
trouble. ^* Indeed, by early 1912 the Courier announced that a major problem existed 
in the state in terms of boys and young men evading training.^' 
At a more 'intellectual' level the Queensland section of the Australian Freedom League, 
formed in late 1912, opposed the Universal Military Training Scheme, and along with 
concemed individuals, voiced protest through the correspondence fomms of the 
capital's major daily newspapers for example.^ ^° Queensland Labor Party conferences 
could also become vehicles for denigrating the scheme "... as being inimical to the 
**^  BC, 10 February 1911, p. 5. The calculation is based on census data. The number of youths in the 
Queensland population between the ages of fourteen and seventeen in 1911 was in die region of 63 000. 
With approximately 17 500 male youdis enrolled die calculation is 17 500 -^  63 000 x 100 = 28%. Given 
that the numbers of males and females in this age group were roughly proportionate the percentage of 
males between fourteen and seventeen registered can be calculated as 28 x 2 = 56%. Caldwell, 
'Population' in Vamplew, (ed.), Australians, pp. 33-37. 
"* Barrett, Falling In, pp. 185-187,241-244; Parents of boys evading die provisions of die scheme were 
liable to a fine of £10. BC, 24 January 1912, p. 4. 
" ' BC, 24 January 1912, p. 4. This situation was replicated diroughout die Commonwealth, with 10 000 
failing to enrol by August 1912, just over one year firom die scheme's commencement. BC, 21 August 
1912, p. 4. 
"° BC, 25 July 1911, p. 8,14 November 1912, p. 3.; CHC, 16 August 1911, p. 6.30 August 1911, p. 8, 
13 September 1911, p. 7,4 October 1911. p. 7,17 April 1912, p. 8,24 April 1912, p. 8, 5 June 1912, p. 
8,26 June 1912, p. 8,17 July 1912, p. 6,21 August 1912, p. 8,4 December 1912, p. 7,27 August 1913, 
p. 8,29 July 1914, p. 6; Barrett, Falling In, p. 103. 
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interests of the working class."^^^ Opposition to the scheme from the Austrahan Labor 
Party was muted at best though. Indeed, bi-partisan support for the initiative, with 
Federal Labor supporting Prime Minister Deakin's 1909 Defence Act, was instmmental 
in creating an ambience of consensus faciUtating its relatively smooth introduction, 
especially following the official acceptance of the principle of supporting compulsory 
military training for the nation's young males at the Fourth Conmion wealth Political 
Labour Conference, held in Brisbane in July 1908.^ ^^ Unfortunately, the constraints of 
space miUtate against fuller coverage of the debate over the scheme. However, it should 
be recognised that it was the culmination of decades of lobbying, editoriaUsing and 
campaigning by individuals and agencies concerned to boost colonial and after 1901, 
Commonwealth, miUtary preparedness. It is to this long-mn campaign that we shall 
now tum our attention. 
Despite parliament voting £150 for the colony's Cadets in 1879-1880, based on an 
"establishment" allowance of 10s per head, the strength of the corps remained that of a 
few years earlier, with only two corps active in the colony - one in Brisbane and the 
other in Toowoomba - amounting to 251 officers and rank-and-file Cadets. 
Encouragement to expand the force occurred in 1882 when the report of a committee of 
inquiry into the colony's military establishment recommended the need to establish 
Cadet corps in the larger towns at "moderate" cost to the govemment.^ ^* However, 
*^ ' CHC, 5 March 1913, p. 6. 
'^ ^ Barrett, Falling In, pp. 46-53. 
653 
'Annual Report on die Queensland Volunteer Force', QVP, vol. 1,1880, pp. 849-850. 
From 28 Febraary to 7 March 1882 a military committee of inquiry deliberated upon the efficiency of 
die Queensland Volunteer Force, including the Cadets. The committee comprised key military leaders in 
die colony, widi Colonel Peter Henry Scratchley, CMG, as President and Major Richard Albert Moore 
acting in die role of Secretary. The three other members of die committee were Lieutenant-Colonel 
George Glendower Blaxland, die Commandant of the QVF, Major die Honourable Charles Stuart Mein 
MLC, Commander of the 1" Queenslanders and Lieutenant-Colonel Edward Robert Drary, the 
Commander of the Queensland Volunteer Military. Queensland Volunteer Force. Report of the Military 
Committee of Inquiry Appointed on 23 rd January, 1882, to Inquire into the Present Condition of the 
Force; the Laws, Regulations, and Arrangements for its Management and Maintenance; the 
Appointment, Promotion, arui Education of the Officers; the Expenditure of the Annual Vote for Defence 
Purposes; and the Changes, if any, Required in the Organisation of the Force in Order to secure Greater 
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reading the annual reports of the Queensland Volunteer Force for the years 1882-83 to 
1884-85 it appears the recommendations fell on deaf ears within both the education 
sector and the wider govemment, despite section 54 of the Defence Act of 1884 offering 
a monetary incentive to schools to form Cadet corps.^ ^^ This situation was remedied 
from the mid-1880s until the early 1890s, which witnessed an expansion in the Cadet 
movement in the colony. The context to this increase in the profile of the movement 
was the prevalence of a martial chmate produced by a "... series of war scares, 
culminating in the Herat Crisis of 1885, and the dispatch of the NWS Contingent to the 
Sudan in the same year." Further, a 'loose' interpretation of the Defence Act and 
regulations gave Cadets, for the first time, a potential combat role, although the 
govemment refused them the opportunity of intervening against striking shearers in the 
1891 conflagration.^ ^^ Reflecting this emergent martial spirit, by June 1886 Cadet corps 
were active at Brisbane Grammar School, Southport, Roma, Charters Towers, Gympie 
and Maryborough.^^' 
The Cadet corps continued to expand numerically for the remainder of the decade, 
although in some of the colony's towns their existence was precarious.^ ^* By the late 
1880s a working relationship had been established between the Department of PubUc 
efficiency with a Due Regard to Economy, QVP, vol. 1, 1882, pp. 543-588, p. 556 (hereafter. Military 
Inquiry Report, 1882). 
^^ ^ An Act to make better Provision for the Defence of the Colony of Queensland (48 Vic. No. 27). Short 
tided the Defence Act o/1884. Section 54 read "There may be fumished to any school in Queensland in 
which there are instituted classes for instmction in military drill and exercises in accordance with the 
Regulations, such arms and accoutrements as are necessary for the instraction of the pupils thereof over 
the age of twelve years." Further to the stipulations announced by the Act, clauses 289-295 of the 
"Regulations under the Defence Act o/1884" set the minimum number of boys required to estabUsh a 
corps at forty. Also, these Cadet corps could only be formed in connection with "schools, colleges and 
similar institutions." 'Regulations under the Defence Act o/1884', QVP, vol. 1, 1885, pp. 709-729, p. 
725. 
* '^ Pratt and Murphy, 'From Schoolboys to Real Soldiers', pp. ii-iii. Under die Volunteer Act of 1878 die 
Cadet force was forbidden a combat role. 
*" 'Queensland Defence Force, Report of die Commandant for die Year 1885-86', QVP, vol. 1, 1886, p. 
883. 
" ' 'Queensland Defence Force, Report of die Commandant for die Year 1887-88', QVP, vol. 2, 1888, p. 
20. 
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Instmction and the defence forces.^^' This relationship was cmcial to the viabiUty of the 
Cadet force given that in the "Regulations under the Defence Act o/1884" corps could 
only be formed in connection with "schools, colleges and similar institutions." Charles 
Powers, Secretary for Public Instmction, advocated the formation of State School Cadet 
Corps, commencing in Brisbane and diffusing throughout the countryside. ° Major Des 
Voeux, a leading member of the Queensland Defence Force, was charged with assessing 
the system of drill used in the State Schools, declaring it outmoded - not least in terms 
of preparing the boys for fiiture military service - and leading to its 'modernisation* 
with the assistance of the defence force.^ ^^ The new system adopted within the schools 
was an adaptation of the method of instmction deployed in the continental gymnasiums 
and designed specifically "... to make the pupil a healthier man and one more fitted to 
bear arms as a soldier."^^^ To facilitate the successful implementation of the new 
system a ministerial directive was issued commanding all schoolteachers undergo a 
course of elementary drill and physical training conducted by defence force 
personnel.^ ^^ 
With the Cadet force growing to nearly 650 at 30 June 1891 it appeared that the 
development of an effective Cadet force, based in the State Schools, was proceeding 
apace, as revealed in table three, which covers the expansion of the force from the late 
*^^BC, 15Aprill890,p.4. 
**° 'Report of the Secretary for Public Instiruction for die Year 1889', QVP, vol. 2,1890, p. 1332. 
**' BC, 15 April 1890, p. 4; Boomerang, 26 April 1890, p. 5; EO, 1 May 1890, p. 4,22 May 1890, p. 3; 
Week, 24 May 1890, p. 22. The ideology and practice of physical drill in the Australian school system in 
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries has been the subject of extensive analysis from a Foucauldian 
perspective by Professor David Kirk. See for example his 'Physical Education and Regimes of the Body', 
Australian and New Zealand Joumal of Sociology, vol. 30, no. 2, August 1994, pp. 165-177, The Body, 
Schooling and Culture, Geelong, Deakin University, 1993, Schooling Bodies: School practice and public 
discourse, 1880-1950, London, Leicester University Press, 1998 and widi KTwigg, 'The militarisation of 
school physical training in Australia: The rise and demise of the Junior Cadet Training Scheme, 1911-
1931', History of Education, vol. 22, no. 4, 1993, pp. 391-414. 
*" £0 ,22 May 1890, p. 3. 
**^  The result was the attendance at classes in the months of April and May 1890 of 89 schoolteachers 
based in the Brisbane region and of a further 118 teachers in the provincial towns. 'Queensland Defence 
Force, Report of the Commandant for die Year 1889-90', QVP, vol. 1,1890, p. 1212. A further 
Ministerial directive on diis matter was issued in 1892. Week, 29 January 1892, p. 19. 
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1880s. 
Table Three. Numerical Strength of Cadets in Queensland 1887-1914^ 
Year 
1887-1888 
1888-1889 
1889-1890 
1890-1891 
1891-1892 
1892-1893 
1893-1894 
1894-1895 
1895-1896 
1896-1897 
1897-1898 
1898-1899 
Numerical Strength 
291 
346 
Na 
597 
646 
Na 
542 
Na 
457 
298 
197 
131 
Year 
1899-1900 
1900-1901 
1901-1902 
1902-1903 
1903-1904 
1904-1905 
1905-1906 
1906-1907 
1907-1908 
1908-1909 
1909-1910 
1911-1914 
Numerical Strength 
Na 
Na 
Na 
Na 
640 
Na 
3 072 
5 082 
5 821 
5 674 
Na 
Universal Military Training 
Sources: 'Queensland Defence Force, Report of the Commandant for the Years 1887-1888 -
1896-1897', QVP; 'Report of the Secretary for Public histruction for the Years 1888-1889-
1914-1915, QVP; BC, 1887 - 1914. 
Along with other institutions of rational recreation discussed in this dissertation, the 
Cadet movement hit an insuperable obstacle in the early 1890s in the form of the 
economic depression, which occasioned budgetary cutbacks across govemment 
departments, significantly leading to the irregular receipt by the Cadets of the 
govemment capitation grant.^ ^^ While acknowledging the dire economic straits the 
colony was facing, the annual report of the miUtary forces nevertheless thought the 
decline in numbers from approximately 650 to 546 due to a lack of professionalism 
among some corps leaders and the absence of an esprit de corps in those units which 
had emerged outside of an educational establishment in defiance of the defence 
regulations.^ '^^  With the combination of a paucity of professionaUsm in the conduct of 
*" Includes the combined figures for all officers and Cadets. 
" ' 'Seventeendi Report of die Secretary for Public Instraction for the Year 1892', QVP, vol. 2,1893, pp. 
436-437; 'Eighteendi Report of die Secretary for Public Insmiction for die Year 1893', QVP, vol. 2, 1894, p. 613. 
^ 'Queensland Military Forces, Report of die Commandant for die Year 1891-92', QVP, vol. 1,1892, p. 
1030. 
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Cadet affairs and the pecuniary difficulties faced due to economic depression, the Cadet 
forces in Queensland was in a parlous state through the mid-1890s. From a high point 
of 646 Cadets in 1890-1891, the numbers had decUned to 123 by June 1897, organised 
into a meagre two corps, both based at the Brisbane Grammar School!^^' 
Economic improvement led to most of Queensland emerging from the depression by the 
late 1890s. The rejuvenation of commerce had a stimulating effect upon the movement 
within the colony, soon to be state, within a federated Australia, producing the 
inauguration of the State School Cadet Corps in January 1898. The Corps was founded 
with four companies as a result of interrelations between the Commandant for the 
Queensland Defence Forces and the head teachers of the Central Leichhardt Street and 
Fortitude VaUey State Schools. Initially, corps of eighty Cadets was established from 
enthusiastic pupils in each of these schools. Impressed by the seriousness of attitude and 
demeanour within the three corps in North Brisbane, the Commandant decided to 
initiate two half-companies at the south side State Schools of South Brisbane and 
Kangaroo Point in January 1899.^ ^^  
By December 1900 companies, eighty-strong, had been formed at Brisbane Central and 
Fortitude Valley, and half-companies formed at Kangaroo Point, East Brisbane, South 
Brisbane and WooUoongabba. A promising rebirthing of the movement had been made 
in the form of the State School Cadet Corps with 731 boys passing through the ranks by 
the beginning of 1901 .^ ^^  Indeed, some measure of the new formation's success lies in 
it reaching 640 recmits in 1902, equalling the previous maximum number enroUed one 
decade earlier.^'" In addition, Brisbane Grammar School Cadet Corps numbered 144 at 
667 
'Queensland Military Forces. Report of die Commandant for die Year 1895-96', QVP, vol. 2, 1896, p. 
2; 'Queensland Military Forces, Report of the Commandant for the Year 1896-97', QVP, vol. 2 1897 
pp. 2,12. 
*** EOG, vol. 1, no. 4, August 1899, p. 42; BC, 2 March 1898, p. 6. 
'Twenty-Sixdi Report of die Secretary for Public Instraction for die Year Ending 31 December 1901' 
QPP, vol. 1,1902, p. 602; Brisbane Grammar School Magazine, vol. 3, no. 9, August 1901, p. 15. 
'Twenty-Sevendi Report of die Secretary for Public Instraction for die Year 1902', QPP vol 1 1903 
pp. 493-494. 
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July 1902.*^ ^ The incorporation of a wider range of activities, including 'attack and 
defence' games, parades, displays at the Exhibition and in the city and participation in 
organised sports was instmmental also in boosting the attractiveness of the force. '^^  
By 1906 the Cadet movement in Queensland, in common with the southem states, 
underwent significant reconstmction, despite its numerical growth in the early years of 
the new century. Emanating from decisions made at a national conference held in 
Sydney in November 1904 a new scheme for organising the force was promoted. WH 
Halstead, Headmaster at East Brisbane State School and commanding officer of the 
State School Cadet Corps represented Queensland at the conference, which determined 
to rationaUse the colonial Cadet corps predicated on the assumption that the 
implementation of the scheme was best undertaken by the individual state education 
departments.^ ^^ The rationale underlying the new scheme was the creation of a citizen 
army based on the Volunteers and MiUtia, which would be provided with a steady 
stream of trained recmits from the Senior Cadets, which in tum was serviced by the 
Junior Cadets. '^'* 
From the Queensland perspective particular emphasis was to be placed on the Senior 
Cadets as they were regarded as the "weak link" in the chain leading to the citizen 
army. The problem with this cohort, it was commonly argued, was that having left the 
discipUnary regimes of the school system, these older boys would rebel if the corps 
imposed "excessive restraint" on them. The solution to the drifting away of boys who 
left state secondary schools was a key component of the new Commonwealth scheme, 
and one judged of supreme importance by secretary for PubUc Instmction, Andrew 
Barlow, who claimed: 
*^ ' Brisbane Grammar School Magazine, vol. 4, no. 11, July 1902, p. 6. 
*" BC, 22 November 1898, p. 6,16 August 1909, p. 9,7 April 1914, p. 3. 
*" 'Thirtiedi Annual Report of die Secretary for Public Instraction for die Year 1905', QPP, vol. 1, 1906, 
p. 1316. 
"'* 'Thirty-First Report of die Secretary for Pubhc Instiaiction for die Year 1906', QPP, vol. 1,1907, p. 
1246. For details of die genesis of die scheme through die committee stages see BC, 11 April 1905, p. 3. 
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Except in the case of the Grammar Schools, the Senior Cadets consist of lads who 
have left school. Whilst the boys are at school they are subject to school 
discipline, and are easily controlled; but when they leave school they became 
impatient of over-control and excessive constraint. Hence it is necessary if the 
lads are to be attracted to the Senior Cadet Corps that the work and the 
surroundings should be made as pleasant as possible, that the discipline should be 
kindly without being weak, and that the officers should be men who are in 
sympathy with boys and accustomed to dealing with them. For these reasons I am 
strongly in favour of the Senior Cadets being officered as far as possible by 
teachers; they are used to boys and know how to handle them. The lads are also 
kept in touch with their schools and masters, and the guiding and restraining 
influence of the latter should operate whoUy for good. 
Barlow was enamoured of the prospect of the leading agency role his department was to 
take in the implementation of the new scheme, but also sought the assistance, where 
opportune, of the "... mayors of the principal cities, and invited their co-operation in 
awakening local interest in the Cadets, especially in the way of providing funds and 
trophies for the encouragement of the lads in their sports and rifle shooting." 
It is evident that the Commonwealth-inspired reorganisation of the Cadet forces was a 
success, in Queensland at least, where the Senior Cadet corps always boasted a full 
establishment.^ ^^ The scheme was ambitious, providing initially for a national 
establishment at initiation of 20 000 junior Cadets in the State Schools and 3 000 senior 
Cadets, with the Commonwealth govemment bearing the bmnt of financing the scheme 
by providing arms, ammunition, instmction and working expenses. The cost of the 
uniform - 15s 9d in 1905 - was to be met by the parents, although this was later 
reduced to 7s 6d following complaints that the children of poorer families were being 
*" 'Thirty-First Report of die Secretary for Public Instiuction for die Year 1906', QPP, vol. 1,1907, p. 
1246; BC, 12 September 1906, p. 4; Week, 21 September 1906, p. 8. 
*'* 'Thirty-First Report of die Secretary for Public Instraction for the Year 1906'. QPP, vol. 1, 1907, p. 
1246; BC, 12 September 1906, p. 4; Week, 21 September 1906, p. 8. 
*" 'Thirty-First Report of the Secretary for Public Instraction for the Year 1906', QPP, vol. 1 1907 p 
1246. 
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discriminated against given the relatively high cost on the uniform.^ ^* The State 
Commandants were to have effective responsibiUty for the corps, which was to be 
placed under the control of the state education departments from May 1906.^ '^ 
The new scheme began with a flourish in Queensland with the fiiU establishment in 
excess of 3000 junior and senior Cadets, expanding rapidly to over 5 000 as a result of 
the favourable response received from young male scholars and ex-scholars.^*° 
Augmenting the bulk of the force derived from the State Schools, in the private sector 
all boys' Grammar Schools had Cadet corps.^ ^* Building on the apparent successes of 
the scheme, miUtarist lobby groups campaigned for the introduction of the compulsion 
in the ambit of military training for young males leading, as discussed earlier in the 
chapter, to the adoption of the Universal Military Training scheme, operative from 1 
July 1911. This new entity, described by one historian as "... probably the first 
Commonwealth youth policy", was without doubt more 'liberal' and varied than the old 
regimen, involving swimming, first aid and organised games involving mnning, 
although Physical Training and Elementary Drill were compulsory.^ ^^ 
In a similar fashion to the previous federal Cadet scheme the Universal Cadet Training 
system maintained its objective of training boys aged from twelve to fourteen years of 
age as Junior Cadets, and youths aged between fourteen and eighteen years as Senior 
Cadets.^ *^ Further, the federal defence authorities sponsored classes in Melbourne for 
" ' 'Thirtiedi Report of die Secretary for Public Instraction for die Year 1905', QPP, vol. 1.1906, pp. 
1315-1316; 'Thirty-First Report of die Secretary for Public Instraction for die Year 1906', QPP, vol. 1, 
1907, p. 1246; BC, 15 May 1906, p. 5. 
*^ ' 'Thirtiedi Report of die Secretary for Public Instraction for die Year 1905', QPP, vol. 1,1906, pp. 
1315-1316; 'Thirty-First Report of die Secretary for PubUc Instraction for die Year 1906', QPP, vol. 1, 
1907, p. 1246; BC, 15 May 1906, p. 5. 
*'"' BC, 25 June 1904, p. 12, 16 May 1906, p. 4. 
'*' 'Thirty-Third Report of die Secretary for Public Instiiiction for die Year 1908', QPP, vol. 3,1909, p. 
272. 
*'^  David Pyvis, 'Is Youdi Policy Really New?', Youth Studies Australia, vol. 11, no. 1, Autumn 1992, 
pp. 14-18, p. 17. 
**' 'Thirty-Fifdi Report of die Secretary for Public Instraction for die Year 1910', QPP, vol. 2, 1911-12, 
p. 23. 
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women instmctors, "... with a view to introducing the new Physical Exercises (suitably 
modified) into girls' schools. .."^ '^^  Naval Cadets were also finally estabUshed in the 
state under the scheme, augmenting the vibrant young seamen within the Brisbane 
Institute of Social Service.^ *^ 
The Cadet force in Queensland had grown then from 291 boys to a force that 
theoretically encompassed all young adolescent males aged between twelve and 
eighteen. As was the case with the Boy Scouts and, as we shall consider shortly, the 
Boys' Brigades, underpinning the adoption of the various schemes from the late 1890s 
was the militaristic outlook that had come to obsess many influential citizens firom the 
later Victorian years. If Australia was to prove its maturity and establish the right to be 
considered an advanced nation, sacrifice in battle was believed commonly to provide 
the ideal testing ground. In an era impelled by Social Darwinist notions of national 
survival, where forces hostile to the bourgeois sense of social 'order' were seemingly 
unleashed, the need for AustraUan youth to be at a peak of physical and military training 
was considered essential. Further, moral reformers of all political hues conceived of 
miUtary training as a means of moral education and renewal, particularly for the 
children of the working classes. Indeed, it was these beliefs that propelled the 
combination of physical and military training in Queensland's State School system, 
providing the rationale for initiatives to consolidate and strengthen the Cadet movement 
in the late colonial and early post-colonial period. 
Physical and miUtary fitness coalesced in manoeuvres described under the generic term 
"drill". Certainly, the benefits of this form of regimented exercise involving precision, 
alertness and obedience were extolled by military personnel and educators in the years 
1880 to 1914 (appendix three). For example, the miUtary advocated drill in the State 
^^ 'Thirty-Seventh Report of die Secretary for Public Instraction for die Year 1912', QPP, vol. 1, 1913, 
pp. 1372,1359. By the beginning of 1914 159 female teachers had completed dieir Certificate of 
Competency. 'Thirty-Eighdi Report of die Secretary of Public Insti-uction for the Year 1913', QPP, vol. 
1, 1914, p. 1364; BC, 15 January 1913, p. 6. 
*'^  See for example, BC, 24 June 1912, p. 10. 
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Schools from the 1880s, particularly in the larger towns. Indeed, in this regard 
Conunandant French of the Queensland Defence Force was far-sighted enough to 
recommend using the State Schools as a base for organised military training of the 
colony's young males under an arrangement between the Department of Public 
Instmction and the Defence Force.^ *^ 
French saw drill as a prerequisite for the formation of an armed force should the colony 
experience miUtary threat, which seemed likely in the minds of the colonists given their 
reaction to the 'invasion scares' that circulated in the 1880s. He also saw it as a 
responsibiUty and duty of child citizens in the making to dedicate an amount of their 
leisure time to the pursuit of martial excellence, postulating: 
Considering that the country provides a free education for all youths, it may well 
claim that military instmction should have a recognised place. I am of the opinion 
that all boys over twelve years of age should have two hours 'setting up' and 
squad drill every week.. .^ '^ 
The sentiment had been expressed previously in the Legislative Assembly by Maurice 
Hume Black, member for Mackay, who proclaimed during debate on the defence bill 
that the "gift" of free education should entail boys being trained for military duty, in 
preparation for entering the adult Volunteer Forces.^ ^* 
The views of the non-conformist Evangelical Standard and James Piatt, senior State 
School inspector, critical of drill as encouraging militarism and as a poor form of 
exercise, remained minority opinion.^ ^^ Outweighing such stances on the 
inappropriateness of drill for young scholars was a phalanx of pro-military arguments. 
*** 'Queensland Defence Force, Report of die Commandant for die Year 1887-88', QVP, vol. 2,1888, p. 
20. 
*" 'Queensland Defence Force, Report of die Commandant for die Year 1888-89', gVP, vol. 1,1889. p. 
1342. 
*'* QPD, vol. xliv, 1884, p. 1596. 
**' QES, 18 September 1880, p. 138; 'Twenty-Fifdi Report of die Secretary for Public Instraction for die 
Year 1900', QVP, vol. 1, 1901, p. 1133. 
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ranging fi-om those emphasising the beneficial effects on the physical and moral health 
of the Cadets, to those that posited the scheme's role in fostering patriotism and 
capacity to offer adequate protection of Australian 'womenfolk' should the country be 
invaded, to those of religious motivation like the Anglican Synod, which in its 
pubUshed inaugural address for 1913 declared that compulsory military training for 
Cadets "... can bring to our Nation nothing but good."^^° 
The objectives of Queensland educators and the miUtary overlapped clearly on the 
question of the benefits of drill for young males, both of which regarded drill as 
unarguably beneficial to the individual and society. Hugh Nelson, when chairman of the 
Tmstees of Brisbane Grammar School, contended for the "moral training" drill 
provided through "constant repetition and attention to detail."^^^ In 1872 the Board of 
Education emphasised "... its beneficial effect as a means of discipline, and of physical 
education [which] will speedily become apparent, and that any little prejudice that may 
have been conceived against it will give way." '^^  District inspector Shirley, echoing a 
widely-held view, credited drill with a twofold purpose, instilling discipline in the 
school and in the parade ground: 
Drill is one of the most useful secondary subjects in our curriculum... In the 
school it is the special daily training in order and prompt obedience; it makes 
class changes steady and regular, and it is an important factor in securing and 
maintaining good discipline. The ease with which our large schools are handled, 
and the orderly bearing of pupils under examination, are considerably due to the 
fact that military training is given... In these countries of vast area and sparse 
population the labour of each worker is too valuable to permit of his withdrawal 
for lengthened military training. Attention was drawn in a former report to the 
military system of Switzeriand. In that country drill is a compulsory subject in all 
schools and colleges; and it has been found possible, at a minimum of expense, by 
simple practical arrangements, to make a well articulated army seem, at a signal, 
to spring from the ground in marching order; and what is more-march and 
690 CHC, 2 August 1911, p. 7, 30 August 1911, p. 8,13 September 1911, p. 7,7 August 1912, p. 7, 16 
October 1912, p. 8, 8 January 1913, p. 3; CC, 1 July 1913, p. 135. 
691 < Twenty-Eightii Report of die Secretary for Public Instraction for die Year 1903', QPP vol 1 1904 
p. 205. ' • . 
692 
'Reportof the Board of General Education for the Year 1872', QVP, 1873, p. 936. 
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maneuver [sic.]; and these soldiers would fight, if need were, after the fashion of 
their valiant forefathers.^ ^^ 
Shirley's reference to the "Swiss system" of military training as desirable for 
Queensland was far from being a novel suggestion. In fact, the idea of laying the basis 
for a citizen army with compulsory military training of young males - as occurred in 
AustraUa in 1911 - was borrowed from the example of Switzerland. In essence, the 
Swiss citizen army was based on their federal Acts of 1874, 1877 and 1883 which 
legislated for compulsory military training in all schools for pupils aged between ten 
and fifteen years. Further, every teacher was trained to a level of competence in military 
instmction, and in adulthood short periods of military training were also compulsory. '^'* 
During parliamentary debates, including the 1878 Volunteers' bill and the defence bill 
in 1884 numerous members proclaimed for compulsion in youth military training at the 
junior and senior Cadet levels.^'^ 
Fundamentally, these parliamentarians followed a strand of thinking that expressed 
deep-seated concem that on leaving school at twelve, the age at which compulsory 
education ceased, the majority of working class boys departed from the ranks of the 
Cadet force. Not being old enough to join the volunteer militia or the professional 
armed forces, it was feared their training would be wasted and their interest in military 
affairs decline as a consequence.^'^ In fact, in the nineteenth century the only reason 
advanced against the proposal - and it carried the day - centred on the logistics of 
compulsion, especially the financial burden that would accme if such a scheme were 
*" 'Report of die Secretary for Public Instraction for die Year 1889', QVP, vol. 2,1890, p. 1412. See 
also John McLean in QPD, vol. xxvi, 1878, p. 893, and the reports in die EO, 22 May 1890, p. 3 and BC, 
10Julyl893,p.4. 
*''' EOG, vol. 2, no. 12, December 1900, pp. 300-301. For a succinct and informative discussion of the 
Swiss system see Barrett, Falling In, pp. 38-41. The influential Australian National Defence League, 
which contiributed significantiy to die plan for implementing compulsory military training in 1911 drew 
inspiration from the "Swiss system", which sti-essed "home defence" as its objective rather dian imperial 
aggression. 
*'' QPD, vol. xlii, 1884, p. 41, vol. xliii, 1884, pp. 540, 543, vol. xliv, 1884, p. 1596. 
"* See for example Military Inquiry Report, 1882. 
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introduced.^'' However, as has been related previously, by 1912 compulsion had 
triumphed, with enforced rational recreation being implemented by the State in the form 
of the Universal Military Training scheme. 
The Brigade Movement in Queensland 1885-1914 
Sir WiUiam Alexander Smith, described by one of his contemporaries as the "pioneer of 
Boyhood", devised the idea of the Boys' Brigade in the early 1880s as a response to the 
unsupervised leisure of young boys who were too old for Sunday School membership 
and had left behind the discipline of the school. '^^  The perceived profligate idleness of 
the leisure hours of these street urchins - and thus the potential for the "devil to make 
work" - was the key factor in Smith's decision to enter the realm of youth work, 
establishing the first unit of his Brigade at the North Woodside Mission Hall, located in 
a 'rough' working class district of Glasgow in October 1883.^" Historian of the 
movement in the antipodes, ME Hoare, credits Smith with teaching "... churchmen and 
others of his day that Boys were to be seen and heard... They were also to be trained, 
cared for, loved and disciplined for a life of usefulness and 'tme Christian manUness' " 
Indeed, so central was this clarion call to youth workers to the thinking of Smith's 
conceptualisation of the Brigade that it was encompassed in the organisation's Object: 
"The Advancement of Christ's Kingdom among Boys, and the promotion of habits of 
Reverence, Discipline, Self-respect, and all that tends towards a tme Christian 
Manliness."'*^ Undoubtedly, the centrality of the precepts of Christianity to Smith's 
vision was motivated by his evangelical commitment in his native Scotland, where he 
QPD, vol. xlii, 1884, p. 411. For a detailed discussion of the financing of state education in 
Queensland prior to 1904 see J Lawry, 'Some Aspects of Education in Queensland 1859 to 1904', PhD 
thesis, Monash University, 1968. 
698 .„jjjg ^^jj ^jjj jjjg jjg^„. ^jui^jjj 5^(j^ 3„j jjjg Origins of die Boys' Brigade in Glasgow', in 
Springhall, Fraser and Hoare, Sure and Steadfast, pp. 28-45. 
Percival, Youth Will Be Led, pp. 67-76. The following account of die genesis and early development of 
the Boys' Brigade is derived from the excellent tireatment of the subject matter by Hoare in Boys, 
Urchins, Men. 
™ 'Obedience' was added to die Object in 1893. Hoare, Boys, Urchins, Men, p. 23. 
175 
Chapter Four 
"Creating the healthier" 
was involved heavily with youth activities of the Free College Church in Glasgow, in 
the local Sabbatarian movement and YMCA.'°^ 
The tremendous influence of Smith's involvement with the 1** Lanark Volunteer Rifles 
and his descent from "soldierly stock" on the inception of the Boys' Brigade has been 
discussed in detail elsewhere, and need not occupy us here.'°^ However, despite the 
austerity of military training techniques and authority. Smith held strongly to the belief 
that boys liked to "play soldier" and that his role as youth worker in the North 
Woodside area made him keenly aware of the need for an appropriate regime of 
disciplining techniques that could function successfully in a voluntary organisation for 
'wayward' boys. In the considered opinion of Hoare, Smith's idea of discipUne 
... was not to be the unbridled exercising of martinet authority of men over the 
Boys, but the blending of love, stemness, firmness and concem into a harmonious 
philosophy for training and teaching Boys in self-discipline, self-respect and 
discipleshvp, which the consistently committed Christian life demands.'"' 
Indeed, a scholarly expert on the British Boys' Brigade, Harry Hendrick, opines that 
Smith was one of the most advanced thinkers on the "Boy Problem" as perceived in the 
Victorian and Edwardian period. Hendrick attributes to Smith's organisation primary 
credit for emphasising "... the specific nature of 'boyhood' and [its development of] a 
programme and a philosophy designed for this stage of Ufe." Central to this philosophy 
was the leavening of the discipUning regime of the Brigade, which was largely 
exercised by adults, with the belief in the necessity to form close friendships with boys 
to better provide quasi-parental guidance during the "dangerous" years of "boyhood" ^^ 
Further, Smith's plan was that the 'non-commissioned' leadership of the Brigade units 
™' Hoare, Boys, Urchins, Men, p. 23. 
702 For a thorough account of the genesis and development of the Brigade see Austin E Birch, The Story 
of the Boys' Brigade, London, MuUer, 1965,2"'' edition. 
"^  Hoare, Boys, Urchins, Men, p. 23. 
"^^  Hendrick, Images of Youth, p. 161. Writing at an earlier period Alicia Percival concurs, stating of 
Smith that, "... so much of what he said and acted on has become the current faith in youth work to-day." 
Percival, Youth Will Be Led, p. 76. 
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would be promoted from within the working class ranks of the boy recmits, conforming 
to a 'gang' leadership model theorised at the tum of the century by influential 
developmental psychologists, particularly the school gathered around G Stanley Hall.^ "^ 
The Boys' Brigade, however, was not conceived in narrowly militaristic terms for it 
was to encompass a myriad of physical and sporting activities in addition to drill, as 
well as the fostering of social and educational skills and commitment to the Christian 
faith. To better attain these ends the 'mainstream' Brigade unit was attached to an 
individual church.^ °^ This 'mainstream' movement was slow to emerge in Queensland, 
despite the promotional effort of Boys' Brigade advocate extraordinaire. Professor 
Henry Dmmmond. Dmmmond had more success in Victoria, New South Wales and 
Western Australia, where by 1896 companies had begun in the respective capital 
cities.'"' A new phase in publicising the Brigade commenced in 1898 with the 
publication of a regular column on the organisation's principles and activities by 
enthusiast Sutherland Sinclair in the popular Christian youth magazine, Australian 
Young Folks. It is possible that this increased level of publicity among the Brigade's 
target audience created the degree of interest leading to the formation of a number of 
companies throughout the colony in the final few years of the twentieth century.'"^ 
Table four shows that such companies had emerged in north Queensland at Townsville 
and Charters Towers by the tum of the century. 
™' Percival, Youth Will Be Led, p. 69. 
Hoare, Boys, Urchins, Men, p. 23. 
707 Springhall, Fraser and Hoare, Sure and Steadfast, p. 87. 
^^ Drammond, professor of natural history at the Free College Church in Glasgow toured the Australian 
colonies m die 1890s. 'Traditional' companies were founded in Melboume in 1891, Perth in 1895 
Launceston in 1897, Hobart and Brisbane in 1898 and Adelaide in 1899. The Brisbane company was 
referred to as 1" Brisbane and was led by die Reverend J McWatt Aden. Hoare, Boys, Urchins. Men, pp. 
28, 34-48. Sudierland Sinclair was a noted Presbyterian philandiropist and member of St Peter's 
Presbyterian Church in North Sydney. By 1896 he was the effective leader and driving force of die 
movement in die Austi-alian colonies, becoming secretary to the Austi-alian Boys' Brigade Council in 
1899. Springhall, Fraser and Hoare, Sure and Steadfast, p. 87. 
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: ' '^^ • -m- 1, - • /^ 
Top: Some 1"* Brisbane Privates, Boys' Brigade 
Bottom: 1^ * Mount Morgan Boys' Brigade Scouts 
Source: ME Hoare, Boys, Urchins, Men: A history of the Boys' Brigade 
in Australia and Papua-New Guinea 1882-1976, Sydney, Reed, 1980, 
foreword by Sir Paul Hasluck, pp. 63, 58. 
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Table Four. Boys' Brigade Companies in Queensland 1890-1914 
Year Formed 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1899 
1899 
1901 
1910 
1910 
1913 
Company Name 
l" Mackay 
1" Brisbane 
1" Townsville 
2"" Townsville 
1" Charters Towers 
2"^ Brisbane 
1" Mount Morgan 
Moravian Mission 
1" Idiaca 
Church 
St Paul's Presbyterian 
Thompson Estate Presbyterian 
Na 
Na 
Na 
Tarragindi Congregational/ 
Fairfield Baptist 
St Enoch's Presbyterian 
Moravian Mission, Albatross Bay 
Ithaca Presbyterian 
Source: Hoare, Boys, Urchins, Men, Appendix 1, pp. 265-267. 
However, the Brigade remained weak in the capital during the time, with only one 
company - 2"** Brisbane - registered in 1904.'°' In the years leading to the outbreak of 
World War One companies formed throughout the state, most notably the Mount 
Morgan Company, the all Aboriginal company based at the Moravian Mission, 
Albatross Bay, Cape York Peninsula, in 1910, and the 1*' Brisbane Company in 1913 
attached to the Ithaca Presbyterian Church under the inspirational leadership of George 
Orr. However, the 'mainstream' movement by the latter 1910s had failed to attract a 
mass membership, probably due in part to the instant popularity of the Boy Scout 
movement throughout Australia. Indeed, by 1911 there were only about fifty companies 
active in all states, but even these were gutted with the introduction of compulsory 
military training in 1911.''° Other factors militating against the growth of the 
organisation were its administrative laxity and regional jealousies, the latter making the 
forging of a national identity almost impossible.'^' The dream of WR Smith, a youth 
worker based at the Baptist City Tabemacle, who expressed his interest in forming 
companies throughout Queensland to promote citizenship values among the state's 
709 jnd Brisbane Company was based in the Tarrigindi Congregational and Fairfield Baptist Sunday 
Schools under the leadership of William Grimes. Hoare, Boys, Urchins, Men, p. 39. 
"^* Hoare, Boys, Urchins, Men, pp. 57,267. 
^'' Springhall, Fraser and Hoare, Sure arui Steadfast, p. 87. 
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young males was not to be realised by the 'mainstream' Boys' Brigade in Queensland 
prior to Worid War One.'^^ 
The brigade ideal, involving usually the initiation of the company by an adult youth 
worker attached to a local church, was then at best only tentatively operational by 1914. 
According to ME Hoare, the movement in Queensland had its origins in Mackay in 
1897 followed by Brisbane one year later. These dates are accurate for units of the 
Boys' Brigade founded on 'mainstream' principles but erroneous when applied to the 
establishment of 'unorthodox' brigades for "sti-eet Arabs" While Hoare's Boys. 
Urchins, Men, the most scholarly account of the AustraUan section of the movement, 
discusses 'unorthodox' companies formed in Adelaide, Sydney, Broken Hill and 
Melboume in the 1880s-1890s, he fails to refer to the Working Boys' Brigade 
established in Brisbane in the mid-1880s, which forms the final section on 
Queensland's uniformed youth movements. 
The Brisbane Working Boys' Brigade"'* 
In May 1884 an investigative journalist writing under the pen-name "Reips" devoted the 
regular column, "Night Scenes in Brisbane", featured in the Week, to the "pUght" of the 
city's street children. In full Dickensian flight "Reips" bemoans the sight of young girls 
parading the thoroughfares beyond the reach of parental control, although the greater part 
of the article dwells on the leisure time of the city's newsboys. Observing their general 
"larking" in the streets without adult supervision, the author is moved to wonder, echoing 
the hegemonic ideal of bourgeois domesticity: 
•"^  QBaptist, 1 March 1902, p. 31. 
713 The Broken Hill company was known as the Barrier Boys' Brigade. Hoare, Boys, Urchins, Men, pp. 
24-33. 
^''' The organisation was generally referred to throughout its history as the Working Boys' Brigade. 
Technically, its name changed from the Working Boys' Brigade to the Reserve Defence Brigade in early 
November 1890. The reason for this change of name was that nearly one-third of the Brigade were aged 
between sixteen and eighteen and resented die descriptor 'Boys'. At the end of 1891 the name changed 
once more, this time to Boys' Defence Brigade. For the sake of consistency, and in conformity with the 
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... whether they have parents—^whether they have ever experienced the purifying 
love of a mother, or whether their home Ufe is fraught with neglect, impurity and 
immoraUty... And as we compare the bright and happy days of our childhood with 
the experiences of these youngsters our hearts swell with sympathy for them, and 
we long to do something to ameUorate their condition."^ 
By "something" she/ he made clear later in the article, by propounding that the best means 
to promote "... the social, intellectual and moral welfare of the boys" was through the 
formation of a newsboys' brigade in Brisbane, on the lines of those estabUshed in other 
cities, combining discipline, amusement and instinction."^ "Reips"' faith in the capacity 
of the brigade stmcture to tame the "deviant' leisure of the newsboys, and by extension 
other groups comprising the 'rough' juvenile working class, was to be tested two years 
later, when perhaps with her/ his assistance the first practical experiment in Boys' Brigade 
organisation in Queensland issued out of the working class neighbourhood of West End in 
1886. 
The origins of what was termed popularly the Brisbane Working Boys' Brigade can be 
traced to late that year when Charles Louis Christie, proprietor of the Queensland 
Employment Agency, reputedly of dubious character although a former orthodox Boys' 
Brigade leader in Scotiand, formed a company comprising "... principally poor boys" in 
this plebeian neighbourhood on the south side of the river.''' Interviewed by a reporter 
from the Observer, Christie averred that he had initiated the Brigade among the district's 
boy labourers for "... their mutual protection and benefit.""* The horizons of the Brigade 
popular parlance of the day the organisation will be referred to as the Working Boys' Brigade in this 
dissertation. For the changes in name see Week, 15 November 1890, p. 11; EO, 21 September 1891, p. 4. 
•^^  Week, 24 May 1884, p. 498. 
'^* Week, 24 May 1884, p. 498. 
^" EO, 8 April 1890, p. 6. The Working Boys' Brigade throughout its history catered primarily to the 
children of the poor. This is attested to by the common sight of boys on parade without uniforms and their 
attendance at parade in bare feet. In the opinion of the Under Colonial Secretary, Parry-Okeden, who had 
had dealings with Christie in the 1880s, he was 'useless, ungrateful and cheeky'. Christie had worked 
previously as a station overseer. COL/A722, General Correspondence, in-letter 00506 Of 1893, CL Christie 
to Col. Sec, 12 January 1893. QSA. 
' '*£0,11 April 1890, p. 5. 
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broadened, however, as this experiment in boy work captiired the imagination of tiie 
"street Arabs" on the city's south side. Within a short time, with Christie acting as 
Captain and mnning the Brigade virtually single-handedly, membership topped 500 
youths drawn overwhelmingly from the ranks of unskilled labourers in the retail and 
719 
commercial industnes. 
With the emergence of a stable organisational framework tiirough 1887, the primary - and 
expanded - objectives of the Brigade were expounded. The organisation's Constitiition, 
which can be found at appendix four, makes it clear tiiat the Brigade was to be 
unabashedly mascuUnist and miUtaristic in its 'training programme'. Indeed, this was 
emphasised by the board of management, which expressed one of its paramount concems 
as, "The tiaining received in the brigade would in time result, it was hoped, in instmctors 
to the Defence Force being available in the colony instead of their having to be brought to 
Queensland from otiier places."'^" Altiiough, it should be stiessed ttiat while miUtary 
tiaining was then fimdamental to the raison d'etre of the Working Boys' Brigade, the 
organisation incorporated recreational and educational functions, which were seen as 
barriers to members retiiming to frequent "old haunts", and in the intiinsic interest of the 
721 
Brigade member's social and personal 'development' 
However, by mid-1889 its popularity had waned dramatically due, apparently, to 
Christie's dishonest handling of monies collected by the Brigade for flood reUef victuns in 
1889-1890, his failure to attend meetings regularly, and his reputation among the boys for 
'bossiness' '^ ^ Indeed, by August 1889 membership had declined to a meagre thirteen 
boys, necessitating the elevation of John H Northcott, a retired Battalion Instmctor, and 
'^^  Given that records of the Working Boys' Brigade have not survived it is not possible to detail 
accurately the occupational backgrounds of the members. References in the local press make it 
abundantly clear that the great majority of recraits were drawn from the ranks of unskilled boy labour. 
See for example, EO, 14 July 1890, p. 6. 
™BC, 27 June 1893, p. 6. 
™BC, 27 June 1893, p. 6. 
'^ ^ COL/A723, General Correspondence, in-letter 12956 of 1890, JH Northcott to Under Colonial 
Secretary, 10 December 1890 [Top No. 1229]; Telegraph, 24 April 1890, p. 4. 
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recently released 'gaol-bhd', from an assistant to the Brigade's Honorary Chief 
Instmctor. The promotion paid iuMnediate dividends. Within two months Northcott had 
been instramental in estabUshing four companies based in the inner city working class 
suburbs of West End, WooUoongabba, Petiie Terrace and Fortitude Valley. Having taken 
on board the latest developments in the realm of youth work, Northcott had succeeded in 
securing a room at the Paddington School of Arts for recreation as he considered tiiat drill 
was "... not tiie only thing that was needed to keep the boys from the stieet." Such was 
tiie success of the recreation aspect of the Brigade that a larger room was obtained in tiie 
Town Hall, where a smaU-scale gymnasium was erected.'^ "* As the number of companies 
grew, however, meeting places within the company's district, such as school halls, had to 
be obtained, usuaUy by permission of the Department of PubUc Instraction.'^ ^ 
Membership required commitment for sure, as can be gathered from clause fourteen of 
the Brigade Constitution, which reads, "If possible members will put in two drills per 
week, two nights miUtary schooUng, and one night recreation in the form of 
gymnastics." Further, other activities were sponsored, such as the debating society, 
night school and 'fim' evenings. This onerous schedule does not seem to have deterred 
new recraits from enUsting, as in December 1889 a further two companies formed. The 
^^ ^ EO, 11 April 1890, p. 5. Northcott had served as a sergeant with the Royal Munster Fusiliers and the 
28 Regimental District. He had been an agricultural labourer before enlisting in the East India Company. 
He was twice wounded during his twenty-nine years in the Inqierial forces and five years in the Auxiliary 
Reserves. EO, 16 January 1893, p. 6, 23 January 1893, p. 5. At die end of 1890 he was assisted by 
George Fuller, late Master Gunner RA and an Instractor in the Queensland Defence Force, Paul 
MacPherson, late Sergeant Instractor to the 92°'' Gordon Highlanders and Instractor {pro tem) in the 
Queensland Defence Force and A Lenehan, late Signalling Instractor, Victorian Engineers. COL/A723, 
General Correspondence, in-letter 12956 of 1890, JH Northcott to Under Colonial Secretary, 10 
December 1890 [Top No. 1229]. Northcott's appointment by Christie is discussed in COL/A723, General 
Correspondence, in-letter 04652 of 1891, CL Christie to Under Colonial Secretary, 27 April 1891 [Top. 
No. 1229]. In Febraary 1887 Northcott was sentenced to twelve months with hard laboiu- in the Brisbane 
Gaol for forgery and uttering. PRI/A38, Letters Received by die Sheriff, letter 2640 of 1887, J Northcott 
to the Sheriff of Queensland, 20 December 1887. QSA. I would like to thank John McGuire for alerting 
me to the existence of this letter. 
™ COL/A723, General Correspondence, in-letter 12956 of 1890, JH Nordicott to Under Colonial 
Secretary, 10 December 1890 [Top No. 1229]. The Brigade's 'Headquarters' was Nordicott's residence 
at Pedie Terrace. EO, 2 May 1890, p. 5. 
^" For die efforts to obtain such a venue by die Albion Company see EO, 22 July 1890, p. 2. 
™ See appendix four. 
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regime must have been to Northcott's liking also as by this time he was in charge with 
Christie having "... virtually given up command."'^' Viewed from a vantage point nine 
months after Northcott commenced his involvement with the Brigade it is evident that a 
Herculean rescue operation had been successful. Moreover, this feat was performed at a 
time when pubUc pationage of the Brigade was virtually non-existent, reflected in the fact 
that between August 1889 and April 1890 donations amounted to a mere £9 7s, which 
728 
was spent on exercise equipment. 
The financial stiaits of the organisation did not reflect the numerical popularity it was 
experiencing under Northcott's leadership, however. Between August and December 
1889 the Brigade expanded from thirteen boys to 673, and in the first four months of 1890 
growth continued apace - to the point where in April the organisation numbered 1 023 
boys organised in six companies, under the tutelage of twenty-five boy instractors capable 
of teaching the state-of-the-art cavalry and infantry sword driU, squad drill and some 
aspects of company drill.'^' One year later the numbers had risen further stiU, with 1 727 
730 
'boys' recraited aged twelve to twenty-two years and grouped in nineteen companies. 
The leadership of organisations reUant so largely on charitable donations entailed 
significant sacrifices by their adult leaders, whether acting in a paid or voluntary capacity. 
That this was the case is home out by a statement made by Acting Captain George 
Wallace who relates that in the early months of 1893 he spent the large sum of £30 of his 
own money on uniforms.'^ ^ While it does not appear tiiat tiie Chief Instractor 'formally' 
727 COL/A723, General Correspondence, in-letter 12956 of 1890, JH Nordicott to Under Colonial 
Secretary, 10 December 1890 [Top No. 1229]. 
728 £0,11 April 1890, p. 5 
729 
730 
EO, 11 April 1890, p. 5; Telegraph, 3 December 1889, p. 2. 
The breakdown of die Brigade was eight Imperial Insti-uctors (aged twenty-four to fifty years), eleven 
local InsttTictors, twenty-six Captains, nineteen Lieutenants and 1 682 privates. COL/A723, General 
Correspondence, in-letter 03288 of 1891, JH Northcott to Colonial Secretary, 23 March 1891 [Too No 
1229]. ^' 
COL/A723, General Correspondence, in-letter 1229 of 1893, Act. Cpt. George Wallace to Colonial 
Secretary, 28 January 1893. QSA. 
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received a wage, Northcott informed a reporter on one occasion that"... he has been 
tieated well by those gentlemen who have taken an interest in the movement."'^ ^ 'Treated 
well" was probably reference to the 15s per week the management committee paid him 
for drilUng the boys and for the £15 it awarded for his services to the Brigade in 1889 and 
early 1890.'^ ^ However, the means by which other instractors remained solvent remains a 
mystery, although some remuneration for their dedication was forthcoming from the 
takings of a benefit given by the Brigade every six months in the Town HaU.'^ "^  
The emergence of the Working Boys' Brigade as a higher profile feature of the street 
life of the city attiacted coverage and publicity from the local media. The Telegraph, for 
example, ran a feature article in December 1889 penned by special correspondent 
"VJD", expansively titied. Among tiie Arabs, Young Army of Boys, How They Drill 
and Who Drills Them, A Bootiess Brigade. A Ragged Regiment, A Battalion of Brisbane 
Arabs.' This feature presented the Brigade in a sympathetic if somewhat pathetic light. 
"VJD" reported on the organisation's shoestring budget, the dedication of Northcott in 
holding the companies together with the assistance of equally committed assistants. After 
praising the Brigade for the discipUne it was bringing to the life of "stieet urchins" and 
extolUng the good behaviour of the boys "VJD" met, the last word was left to the Chief 
Instractor himself, who used the opportunity to urge the govemment and military 
authorities to cease privileging the "... Grammar School Cadets, the sons of the rich" and 
to "... pay attention to my boys - the arabs of the stieets."'^^ 
Others joined "VJD" in pubUcly approving the rejuvenation of the Brigade. The Observer 
pubUshed the comments of "AT", who contended - wrongly as it happened - that the 
' " EO, 14 January 1891, p. 6. 
" ^£0 ,1 June 1891, p. 6. 
' ^ COL/A723, General Correspondence, in-letter 12956 of 1893, JH Nordicott to Under Colonial 
Secretary, 10 December 1890 [Top No. 1229]. 
' " Telegraph, 3 December 1889, p. 2. 
"* Telegraph, 3 December 1889, p. 2. 
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future success of the Brigade was virtually guaranteed due to what she/ he beUeved to be 
the inherent craving of the boys for discipline: 
A high educational autiiority has said, "Boys themselves, whatever may be said of 
them, do in tiieir hearts like to be well governed and managed", and is this not fully 
home out when we see these very newsboys, left alone to their own resources, 
voluntarily putting themselves under discipUne and forming the "Working Boys' 
Brigade."'^' 
Similarly, "Pro Bono Publico" wrote to the editor of the Telegraph expressing reUef tiiat 
the Brigade was taming the young 'roughs' of the city, making the stieets safe from "... 
lads who roamed our stieets" thus aUowing "... respectable young girls to walk out after 
dark."'^ ^ Indeed, the production of useful citizens was promoted as the worthy object of 
the Brigade, which was proud to relate stories speaking to its successful work with boys. 
For example, sixteen years old Sergeant Timothy Canty, an employee at Wilson's biscuit 
factory with Uttle education, joined in his early teens and after a few years tiaining had 
become a young man "... who conducts himself with all the gravity and dignity of 
manhood."'^ ^ 
As with the initiatives of youth workers in relation to estabUshing clubs dedicated to 
rational recreation among the working class and poorer sections of the capital's youth, the 
profile of Brisbane Working Boys' Brigade - witii its companies based in the tiades, 
including tiiose characterised as "blind alley" - was boosted in the aftermath of the 
revelations conceming youth poverty in early-mid 1890, discussed in the previous 
chapter. The discourse that emerged proved fortuitous for Northcott and his Brigade as it 
occurred at a junctiire when lack of govemment and pubUc pationage were leading him to 
consider abandoning this experiment in disciplining 'rough' working class youth."*° 
However, serendipity had entered the Brigade leader's Ufe in the form of a revitalised 
' " £ 0 , 3 1 March 1890, p. 5. 
"* Telegraph, 10 March 1890, p. 3. 
" ' £ 0 , 1 1 April 1890, p. 5. 
'""£0,8 April 1890, p. 6. 
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interest in the movement by the city's noted philanthropists, placing the organisation at 
the forefront of initiatives for instilUng "character" and discipline into the poor and unmly 
youth of the capital. 
This 'discovery' of youth poverty followed the newsboys' strike of March and April 1890, 
considered in chapter three, shocked liberal opinion in the city and led to the formation of 
a committee of "gentlemen" who advocated a two-pronged strategy for deaUng with the 
problem, involving reclamation of poor homeless boys through the estabUshment of a 
Boy's Home, and "character tiaining" through the formation of boys' clubs and 
membership of the Brigade. Northcott acted immediately on these sentiments, forming a 
sixth company of the Working Boys' Brigade comprising newsboys. While the loftier aim 
of "character tiaining" was the ultimate objective of the new company, its formation was 
stimulated more by Northcott's anti-labour politics. Explaining his motivation for 
founding the newsboys' company Northcott declared his "interference" was intended "... 
to put-down the newsboys strike."''*' Despite initial reticence on the part of newsboys to 
become involved, the City Company of Newsboys and Messengers of Brisbane was duly 
initiated with the aim of enrolUng not just news and messenger boys, but also homeless 
boys, orphans and others "... who had parents worse than none."''*^ 
The inculcation of martial values in Queensland youth was most often justified on the 
basis of vulnerability to 'foreign aggression' necessitating well trained, discipUned and 
obedient armed forces, to which the Brigade was contributing. However, in the hands of 
the arch conservative John Northcott, its services were available (if not actually deployed) 
should 'the enemy within' threaten the status quo, as happened in the Shearers' Strike in 
'"' COL/A723, General Correspondence, in-letter 12956 of 1890, JH Nordicott to Under Colonial 
Secretary, 10 December 1890 [Top No. 1229]; BC, 9 April 1890, p. 4. Interestingly, die anti-labour 
sentiments of the chief proponents of the Brigade extend to its Brisbane founder, CL Christie, evident in 
his supplying employers with 2 300 non-union "scabs' during the Maritime and Shearers' Strikes of 1890-
1891. COL/A722, General Correspondence, in-letter 00506 of 1893, CL Christie to Col. Sec, 12 January 
1893. 
'"^ COL/A723, General Correspondence, in-letter 12956 of 1890, JH Nordicott to Under Colonial 
Secretary, 10 December 1890 [Top No. 1229]. 
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1891. In the midst of this bitter industrial conflagration over union rights Northcott 
penned a missive to the Colonial Secretary, which stated, "I beg respectftilly to offer the 
services of two-thirds of the officers - all the instractors - and 40 to 50 members of the 
Brigade over 18 years old to help preserve law-order, Ufe and property in the absence of 
police and defence force, in case of greater tiouble than is now noticeable."''*^ 
Concemed for the future of these youths, the committee of 'gentlemen' urged Northcott to 
expand the Brigade programme beyond military drill, especially emphasising the 
estabUshment of a venue for educating boys with Uttle formal education. Leaders in the 
Brigade concurred as evidenced in the following statement deUvered by Captain Grimish, 
honorary secretary, who related that after initial enthusiasm on the part of some of the 
boys: 
... it was found that after the novelty wore off, boys retumed to their old haunts and 
neglected their work in the brigade. It was then decided not only to offer facilities 
for miUtary training, but also to afford some moral and educational advantages, and 
to endeavour to put employment in the way of the boys.''*'* 
To meet in part these 'needs' a night school was estabUshed at Petiie Terrace in March 
1890 and was conducted by a certified teacher. The fate of this school is uncertain. 
However, a night school associated witii the South Brisbane Boys' Home was 
commenced on 8 January 1891 and Brigade boys were encouraged to attend."*^ Also, 
physical exercise, sports, musical and social events were promoted as cracial to 
maintaining the interest of tiie boys in the longer term."*^ The morals of the boy soldiers 
was catered to also in the form of the intioduction of religious instraction during 1890, 
bringing the Brigade into partial conformity at least with a central tenet of tiie 'orthodox' 
743 
COL/A723, General Correspondence, in-letter 03288 of 1891, JH Nordicott to Colonial Secretary 23 
March 1891 [Top. No. 1229]. 
^""BC, 27 June 1893, p. 6. 
"^^  EO, 10 March 1890, p. 4, 17 March 1890, p. 3; BC, 9 January 1891, p. 4. 
746 Telegraph, 24 April 1890, p. 4; BC, 22 April 1890, p. 5. 
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Boys' Brigade.''*' Similarly, a range of other activities was sponsored in the belief that the 
organisation could combat 'dissolutely' spent leisure time and divert it into time expended 
'purposefully' In this regard the Brigade, in Une with other uniformed youth 
organisations, adopted a 'community service' stance, which took the forms of putting on 
benefit entertainments for communities suffering from disasters such as floods, 
augmenting the funds of the Brisbane Hospital and for assisting the "children of the 
unemployed" during the 1890s depression.''*^ Solidarity with the poor also encompassed 
supporting their own in hard times also, as shown in the case of monies raised (£8 7s) for 
the mother of a newsboy who had died in a colUsion with a tiam.''*' 
The expansion of Brigade activities occurred over the following years. A clubroom for 
recreation was set up at Petrie's Bight in the city centie and an old hall nearby was rented 
and tiansformed into a very basic gymnasium in early 1892.'^ ° A scheme of "mental and 
moral instraction" began in January 1893 with the formation of the Brisbane Boys' 
Brigade Debating Society, which met on Sunday evenings in the Lyceum Hall.'^ ^ The 
society, under the contiol of adult leaders, eschewed any possibility of subversive 
discussion, avoiding debating "... everything of a speculative nature, either poUtical or 
sectarian."'^ ^ Outings to the countryside and venues such as the Queensport Aquarium 
and free lunches and dinners were provided by local businesses for boys deemed to be 
'"•^  EO, 20 January 1891, p. 2. 
748 Week, 15 Febraary 1890, p. 11, 6 December 1890, p. 11, £0 , 2 May 1892, p. 4. 
' ' " B C , 25 October 1894, p. 4. 
" " £ 0 , 1 Febraary 1892, p. 4. 
" ' COL/A723, General Correspondence, in-letter 1229 of 1893, Act. Cpt. George Wallace to Colonial 
Secretary, 28 January 1893; EO, 1 January 1893, p. 4,16 January 1893, p. 6. 
"^ The programme for Febraary 1893 for example comprised die following debates: Was Napoleon 
Bonaparte or the Duke of Wellington the Greatest Soldier?; Are die Land and Naval Forces of 
Queensland Sufficient to Defend die Colony in die Face of Invasion?; That a Vegetarian Diet is the 
Proper Food of Man and is Best Calculated to Develop die Highest Civilization. COL/A723, General 
Correspondence, in-letter 1229 of 1893, Act. Cpt. George Wallace to Colonial Secretary, 28 January 
1893. 
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both in regular attendance at parade and "well-behaved."'^ ^ The early 1890s saw the 
addition of camping expeditions aimed at instilling an appreciation for the healthful 
natural world as opposed to the unhealtiiy physical and moral universe of the city 
7S4 
Stieets.'^^ 
Whilst those middle class youth who attended the private schools of the city were 
intioduced to the greater freedom of regular participation in organised sports, their 
predominantly working class counterparts were subjected to the monotonous repetition 
associated with the recreational component of tiie educational curriculum. Promoters of 
the Working Boys' Brigade were ardent adherents of the discipUning role that miUtary 
drill would exercise on male working class youth. Indeed, a Courier editorial arguing for 
the need of Brisbane's wealthier citizens to support the Brigade concept stated 
categorically that: 
... it should be remembered that the chief defect in the character of neglected 
children is the love of disorder - an element fatal to all progress, - and the method of 
drill adopted, most directly meets this evil by inculcating obedience, and by 
exhibiting to youth in its most attractive form the advantages of discipUne. Even if it 
be said that soldiers' driU is not the highest good, it must at the same time be 
admitted that it is vastly better than the unkempt heathenism from which the boys 
have been taken.'^ ^ 
However, the Working Boys' Brigade was progressive compared to the State Schools and 
the Cadet movement of the early 1890s in that sports programmes were actively promoted 
within the Brigade, which were held regularly. Relatively large scale sporting contests 
commenced in the early 1890s with the successful staging of a boxing championship open 
to members held in the Botanic Gardens in January 1892, and a well attended annual 
sporting competition was initiated on New Year's Day 1892, and a "gala" day at the 
EO, 17 May 1890, p. 4; 13 May 1891, p. 6; 18 January 1893, p. 4. Permission to participate in diese 
"ti-eats" was granted only to boys who attended more dian six parades per month. Medals were also 
distributed for exemplary behaviour. BC, 3 May 1893, p. 4. 
' ^ EO, 29 September 1890, p. 4. 
™BC, 12 April 1890, p. 4. 
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Queensport Aquarium involving a mixture of competitive sports, demonstiations of club 
swinging and Uterary recitations took place the foUowing month.'^ ^ 
However, despite the revamped recreational and educational aspects of the programme, 
1892 and 1893 appear to have been dismal years for the Brigade, with many of the 
companies on the city's south side faUing into abeyance, necessitating a restracturing of 
tiie organisation in late 1893.'^' It is uncertain as to whether the retirement of Northcott 
from the Brigade at this time was purely coincidental. The staggering successes in his first 
two years in contiol had, as revealed above, been replaced by his being in charge of a 
moribund organisation. Retiring in October 1893, leaving a committee of management 
in contiol, the ostensible reasons given for the decision were personal financial 
difficulties and ill health.'^^ It is also possible that his resignation was prompted by 
inept, if not illegal, handling of the Brigade's financial resources.'^' Whatever the 
cause, his career with the organisation was over and within the year Northcott had 
begun serving another spell at Her Majesty's pleasure in the Brisbane Gaol.'^ The 
newly installed committee of management, however, did not herald an improvement in 
the operation of the Brigade. 
Despite having a membership of over 1 300 boys with companies formed throughout the 
colony, as can be gleaned from table five, the manner in which the organisation was 
managed following the installation of the committee produced complaint, although the 
specifics of inappropriate handling of its affairs is not elaborated in the sources, which fall 
silent towards the end of 1893. Indeed, the final mention of the Brigade was of a meeting 
756 EO, 29 December 1891, p. 4, 25 January 1892, p. 4, 3 January 1893, p. 6. 
' " BC, 14 November 1893, p. 5. 
"* BC, 9 Febraary 1894, p. 5, 22 October 1893, p. 4. Nordicott was the beneficiary of a successful 
benefit organised by the Brigade in Febraary 1894. BC, 20 Febraary 1894, p. 6 
™ COL/A723, General Correspondence, in-letter 1229 of 1893, Act. Cpt. George Wallace to Colonial 
Secretary, 28 January 1893. 
™ COL/A786, General Correspondence, in-letter 13104 of 1894, "Med officers explanation re calling in 
a second med man to examine Prisoners Northcote and Gibbon", Government Medical Officer to 
Colonial Secretary, 17 November 1894. QSA. 
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of the Central Executive Committee, reported by the Courier of 7 March 1894. The report 
gave no indication of the Brigade's imminent demise. Indeed, public pronouncements by 
leading figures in the organisation in October 1893 revealed sanguine hopes for the 
future, manifest in plans for procuring a large drill and recreation hall. However, 
despite such optimism, the Working Boys' Brigade appears to have collapsed in 
somewhat mysterious circumstances in early 1894. 
Table Five. Working Boy's Brigade Companies 1886-1894 
Year in Existence 
1886 
1890 
1891 
1893 
1894 
Working Boys' Brigade Company 
West End 
Albion, East Brisbane, Fortitude Valley, Lutwyche, North Brisbane, Petrie 
Terrace, Soudi Brisbane, Stones Comer, West End, WooUoongabba 
Clifton, Ipswich, Killamey, Standiorpe, Toowoomba, Warwick 
Gatton, Laidley, Sandgate 
Goodna 
Sources: BC, EO, Week, 1888-1894. 
It is only possible to speculate on the reasons for the demise of this experiment in rational 
recreation for boys of 'rough' working class sitiiation. Perhaps the most Ukely 
circumstance affecting the organisation deleteriously was the economic depression of 
1893, which had affected Queensland philanthropy markedly across the board,'^ ^ The 
harsh economic climate led to a shrinking of funds donated to the Brigade, which it 
desperately required to survive.'^ ^ The withdrawal of relatively large amounts of 
voluntary funding compounded its indebtedness, hideed, it is evident from 
correspondence exchanged in early 1893 between Acting Captain George Wallace of 
the Brigade and the Colonial Secretary, Horace Tozer, that the Brigade was in a parlous 
'"fiC, 2 October 1893, p. 4. 
'"fiC, 24 June 1893, p. 6. 
™/4^e, lJulyl893,p.5. 
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financial condition, occasioned apparentiy by gross financial mismanagement. A 
"rescue plan" requiring significant govemment assistance was advanced by Wallace, 
but given the financial stringency faced by the state in this period of economic crisis, 
financial help was not forthcoming.'^ ^ Wallace's assessment of the financial straits the 
Brigade was accurate, being echoed in a report delivered at a special meeting of the 
Financial and Ruling Committee in September 1892, which stated categorically that the 
Brigade was "deeply indebted" '^ ^ So, the first experiment in providing martial 
discipline to 'rough' plebeian youth dissipated in the mid-1890s probably due to lack of 
fiinds - a casualty, like other institutions of rational recreation, of an economic and 
social system that had created a need for such organisations in the mind of the moral 
reform movement in the first place. 
Conclusion 
In surveying the four uniformed youth organisations comprising the subject matter of 
this chapter I have sought to present data that not only establishes the broader Imperial 
context for their initiation, but that also tiaces their genesis and consolidation in the 
years leading up to the commencement of hostilities in the First World War, with the 
exception of the Working Boys' Brigade, which 'disappeared' in the mid-1890s. While 
radimentary histories of the Boy Scouts have been acknowledged, along with short 
pieces on the Cadets and 'orthodox' Boys' Brigade, the section on the Working Boys' 
Brigade is drawn from the only work extant - my journal article published in 1999 in 
the Joumal of Popular Culture. 
^" COL/A723, General Correspondence, in-letter 1229 of 1893, Act. Cpt. George WaUace to Colonial 
Secretary, 28 January 1893. 
' " COL/A723, General Correspondence, in-letter 1229 of 1893, Act. Cpt. George Wallace to Colonial 
Secretary, 28 January 1893. 
*^* BC, 23 September 1892, p. 4. 
*^^  Jamison, 'Making "honest, trathfiil'. 
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As was the case in chapters two and three the 'meta-narrative' or theme of the 
dissertation - the classed nature of institutions of rational recreation in late Victorian 
and Edwardian Brisbane - was reiterated. It can also be gleaned from the chapter that 
the officers in each of the movements acted effectively as de facto youth workers. For 
the Boy Scouts and Working Boys' Brigade in particular, activities expanded from the 
purely martial to encompass the features associated more commonly with the youth 
club formats discussed in chapter three, particularly when dealing with boys from the 
'rough' working class neighbourhoods. 
Fundamentally though, the chapter has demonstiated the sharp poUtical and social edge 
of rational recreation. "Wholesome amusement" was rarely innocent. In fact, it was to a 
greater or lesser extent politicised although rarely overtly. This was certainly the case 
with the uniformed youth organisations. Patriotism, nationaUsm, mascuUnism, obeying 
social 'superiors', fitness and self-discipline were seen, in large part, as the glue 
cementing the social order; they were hegemonic practices. So effective was this hold 
of such ideas and practices that it is evident the uniformed youth movements, within the 
context of an increasingly unstable world order, which with hindsight we can see was 
rashing headlong into mass military conflagration, were 'salient points' for Australian 
jingoism. 
World War One, with the 'westem' powers at the forefront, inevitably had many causes 
for sure. However, the plethora of pro-Imperial propaganda in the Austialia colonies/ 
states in the decades preceding the war and military involvement in the Sudan and 
South African wars were great influences in preparing young Australian males for the 
"ultimate sacrifice" Sir Ernest Scott, history professor at the University of Melboume 
in 1911, wrote of some of the factors motivating and reinforcing Imperial loyalty in 
Austialia in the years leading to the outbreak of hostiUties in 1914: 
The various 'Imperial' leagues, the correspondence societies, the regular salute to 
the Union Jack practised in many schools; the interchange of flags and courtesies 
between schools in Australia and great Britain; the circulation of standard English 
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authors among the younger generation of Australians by means of state-aided 
libraries; the patriotic numbers of the 'School Papers' issued for Empire Day by 
the Education Departments of all the states - all these have played their part, if 
only a smaU one, in moulding public opinion as it is in Austialia today.' ^  
Undoubtedly, the Imperial propaganda of British racial superiority, mixing Uberally the 
ingredients of jingoism, excitement, adventure and heroism into a volatile cocktail 
underlay the desire of the majority of boys - probably the vast majority - to join the 
uniformed youth organisations in large numbers. Such determination to serve Empire 
and to live out the fantasy of the military hero led to boys becoming members of these 
organisations, which in many, many ways, prepared them for the far off battiefields and 
tienches of the First World War. Thus, it can be said that the Cadets, Boys' Brigade 
and, of course, the Working Boys' Brigade, and to perhaps a lesser degree, the Boy 
Scouts, were agencies for the conditioning of young males in the martial spirit - the 
ultimate expression masculinity, manhood and manliness - for the greater glory of the 
British 'race' on the battlefields of Empire. 
*^* Emest Scott, 'Austi-aha and the Empire', Round Table: A quarterly review of the politics of the British 
Empire, vol. 1, August 1911, pp. 497-500, in Arnold, Spearitt and Walker, (eds). Out of Empire, pp. 19-
22, p. 21. 
194 
Chapter Five ''... the most important educational institutions of the age'': 
IVlutual improvement societies and institutes as agencies of 
rational recreation in Brisbane.'^ ^ 
Proponents of rational recreation saw early adulthood, considered by contemporaries as 
the years spanning late adolescence until marriage, as a period of the life cycle 
demanding recreational facilities appropriate for this tiansitional stage. The imbibing of 
key normative values for males located in this age cohort, as has been discussed for 
younger persons in chapters three and four was, of course, encouraged through 
participation in organised sports, youth club activities and, for male youth, involvement 
in the mascuUnist uniformed youth movements. In addition to these fundamentally 
corporeal endeavours, especially for older youths and young adults of both genders 
hailing from the upper echelons of the 'respectable' working, lower middle and middle 
classes, cerebral pursuits, in the form of post and extia-compulsory intellectual 
activities was advocated as being of premium social and individual value by rational 
recreationists. Such endeavours, they contended, created possibilities for occupational 
and social mobility, personal and domestic stability and commitment to the social order, 
however defined. 
For instance, the Evangelical Standard averred that "Brain culture is the path to 
success, usefulness, and eminence...""" Cultural capital and positional advantage could 
be appropriated through membership of institutions of rational recreation designed to 
promote appreciation of 'high culture' in its various manifestations including, 
importantly, literature. Imbibing of the 'canon' was a means to access 'civilisation' 
according to the more educated and urbane of Brisbane's philanthropists. Formats 
engaged to promote these objectives in Queensland were borrowed - yet again - from 
the United Kingdom in the main, the models adopted being the school of arts, 
mechanics' institute, young men's and women's institutes, mutual improvement 
societies and literary and debating societies and associations. 
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The development of these organisations constitutes the subject matter of chapter five. 
However, it should be noted that this narrative focuses on the Brisbane region, with 
only occasional mention of institutions established in the provinces. Fortunately, the 
lacuna will be filled by the doctoral dissertation of Leanne Day, which deals 
extensively, inter alia, with the world of literary mutual improvement in Queensland. In 
a published paper Day discusses the relationship between the concept of "universal 
culture" and the development of an organisation called the Brisbane Literary Circle, 
which attempted unsuccessfully to bring literary manifestations of 'high culture' to 
Brisbane's working class."^ Its charter was to perform the function of: 
... a school at home, a school after school, a school for every age. It is for people 
who... desire to pursue a systematic course of instraction. It is for men and 
women of every class and calling... even those whose attention is engrossed by 
professional, political, or domestic duties — may, with advantage to themselves, 
join in this undertaking which cannot fail to widen the scope of their knowledge 
and, by enlarging their culture, enhance their capacities for usefulness."^ 
While Day perhaps underemphasises in her paper the social class based motivations for 
the Circle's foundation, her discussion of the genuinely-held belief by 'literary' rational 
recreationists in "universal culture" as a means to 'improvement' in the condition of the 
plebeian mass is pertinent to what follows. 
Origins and contexts for mutual improvement societies and institutes 
Institutes, literary and debating societies, mutual improvement organisations and other 
similar agencies constitiited, to a large degree, a response to the availability of Uteratiire 
Leanne Day, 'Brisbane Literary Circle: The quest for Universal Culture', in Ffion Murphy, (ed.). 
Writing Australia New Talents 2IC. Special edition oi Joumal of Australian Studies, no. 63,2000, pp. 
87-93. Day has also produced a paper on the Soudi Brisbane Young Men's Christian Investigation and 
Improvement Society. Leanne Day, 'Self-Improvement and Empowerment dvough Writing: The role of 
"Our Review" in die Young Men's Christian Investigation and Improvement Society', Australasian 
Victorian Studies Joumal, vol. 6,2000, pp. 48-59. 
772 Brisbane Literary Circle, Brisbane, Watson & Ferguson, 1888, p. 2, in Day, 'Brisbane Literary 
Circle', p. 91. 
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regarded baneful by advocates of rational recreation in the late Victorian and Edwardian 
years. Nat Gould, for example, commented: 
Trashy novels of the 'penny dreadful' order, I am sorry to say, sell as freely in the 
colonies as in England. It would be a blessing if a prohibitive duty was imposed 
on them. It would help to lessen the circulation, which is most desirable."^ 
Particularly popular among this literary genre was the work of Charles Stevens, WL 
Emmett, Charles Fox and Edwin J Brett. The prolific outpourings of these masters of 
the "penny dreadful" or as they were known altematively, "Blood", novels, was 
matched by their critics, who reserved particular vitriol for the subversive Black Bess by 
Edward Viles, which presented the highway robber in a heroic light."'* Similarly, 
popular heroes like Robin Hood were rendered as defiant of constituted authority, 
drawing heavy fire from establishment critics."^ 
Consumption of unedifying reading matter crossed the class and gender divides. For 
instance, Miss Swanwick observed of "Our ladies' schools": 
To any one interested in the young, it is an instmctive lesson to stand at certain 
times, for an hour or two, in the library of the School of Arts. Group after group 
of girls come in, and roam about, choosing their books... Study the books chosen 
and asked for, and you will find that nine-tenths of them are novels, good, bad, 
and indifferent, or tales of adventure and love... 
Swanwick reasoned that this undesirable state of affairs was a product of lack of 
"painful appUcation" to the demands of school study, before launching into a tirade 
accusing the elite schools of being "... too often, mere hotbeds of ignorance, pretension, 
vanity, and exclusiveness." The effect was that the giris left ill-prepared for "post-
™ Gould, Town and Bush, pp. 278-279; Geoffrey Serle, From Deserts the Prophets Come: The creative 
spirit in Australia 1788-1972, Melboume, Heinemann, 1973, p. 25. 
"'• Day, 'Brisbane Literary Circle', p. 87. 
™ Springhall, Coming of Age, p. 128. 
™ F Swanwick, Our Girls and Their Secondary Education: Dedicated to Charles Lilley, and the other 
trustees of the Brisbane Grammar School, Brisbane, Geo. Slater & Co., 1875, p. 6. 
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school life" where they: 
... spend their leisure-time in reading novels. Young Ladies' Joumals, London 
Joumals, and other inane, tiashy books (novels of Miss Braddon's and, worse, of 
Ouida's school), which are as bad, in their way, as the Uterature of HolUweU-
stieet. Strand, is, in its way; which literature (I am sorry to defile the word) is 
enervating, delusive, empty, unsatisfying, and creating a taste (Heaven save the 
mark!) which can never be satisfied, which leaves unsatisfied, which emasculates 
our Divine curiosity about the nature of things, and substitutes, in its stead, an 
empty grasping after impossibiUties - apples of Sodom; dust and ashes.'" 
Another critic of the popular predilection for "trashy novels", "Scribbler", concurred in 
a feature article titled 'Excursions into Bookland' that youth should be encouraged to 
imbibe "... books that inspire to lofty ideals and noble sentiment...""^ 
The effects of "trashy novels" and the outpourings of the "yellow press" for the working 
class male extended for some youth workers beyond leisure time spent unfraitfully. In a 
rather melodramatic article 'boyologist', E Trafford, a General Secretary of the YMCA 
and committed advocate of the Association's Boys' Work Department, made crystal 
clear the slippery slope between "racy" Uteratiire and incarceration: 
I remember a mother of one of our lads once telling me what a quiet boy her lad 
was. She said, 'He never goes out at night he is always reading.' I naturally 
concluded he was of a studious nature. But he was not. He was spending his tune 
in firing his imagination by reading trash, in which the hero of his reading was the 
person who broke man's, and God's laws and always escaped punishment. And I 
was not surprised six months later to find the quiet boy of reading, serving a gaol 
sentence."^ 
Rather, Trafford recommended familiarity with books detailing: 
... the lives of such men as Gordon, Gladstone, Livingstone, S. Paul, Ridley and 
Cromwell. Let the boy once see that other men in their lives have found it 
777 
Swanwick, Our Girls, p. 11. 
™ QYM, 1 May 1905, p. 7. 
™ QYM, 1 August 1912, pp. 2-3. 
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possible, in the few short years of their breathing life, to write great books, build 
great cities, work great reforms, and establish great Empires...'^" 
WT WooUey, Chief Inspector of the State Children Department, supported Trafford's 
contention, stating: 
In seeking a reason for petty thefts committed by children, I have often traced the 
method of action to a hint from some burglar film in picture shows, or to some 
unhealthy story of a juvenile criminal who is tiansformed into a hero by the 
pernicious "fictitious" tiash to be obtained at certain classes of shops throughout 
the city at a penny a volume, its paper cover catching the eye with its flaring 
picture of pseudo-heroism. The quantity of rabbish of this description read by 
children - and sometimes by their elders is astonishing. It is sometimes shown 
me when I ask to see the literature indulged in. I recommend its destraction 
instantly, and the joining of some pubUc library where "real Uterature" is readily 
accessible. I need scarcely add that the mental horizon of such homes is painfully 
constricted. The broadcast publication of tiashy and impure Uterature constitutes a 
menace to our youth of both sexes which is not sufficiently recognised.'*' 
The more Uterary incUned and educated among Brisbane's rational recreation 
movement propounded the utility of associations for 'civilising' the working classes by 
combating the "yellow press" through inculcating 'taste' in 'good' literature. Via this 
avenue it was considered that a means to intemaUsing loyalty and commitment to 
Victorian 'high culture' would be created. Moreover, the express desire of the rational 
recreation lobby to instil an appreciation of the 'superiority' of Anglo-Saxon cultural 
commodities remained instramental in their stiategy for educating the 'masses' in a 
post-school environment. 
However, it should be recognised that the Department of Public Instraction occupied an 
important position in the promotion of 'culture' within the juvenile ranks of the 'lower 
orders'. This was facilitated, of course, in humanities and literature courses taught as an 
integral component of the school curriculum. Further, in mid-1909 the promotion of a 
™QyM, 1 Junel913,p. 13. 
'*' 'Annual Report of die Director State Children Department for die Year 1913', QPP, vol. 2, 1914, p. 
990. 
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school library system emerged as a key institution for making available these culture 
products. Secretary for PubUc Instmction, WH Barnes, advanced the rationale for the 
library system thus: 
The Department is anxious to create in school pupils a taste for reading and a 
desire for good Uterature, and wishes to organise a system of home reading for 
school pupils with a properly directed choice of suitable books and magazines. 
Commencing with £250 being placed on the Estimates, augmented by a £1 for £1 
locally contributed grant, by the end of the year 126 schools had access to 11 000 
volumes throughout the state.'*^ 
'Good' literature and 'good' citizenship: Libraries, School of Arts and Mechanics' 
Institutes in Brisbane and beyond 
Libraries attached to organisations such as the Boy Scouts were also initiated in the 
hope that 'good' Uterature would aid in producing the commensurately "good' citizen. 
For example, in July 1910 two borrowing libraries were opened by Troops, the first 
associated with Toowong No. 1 and the second with Taringa No. 1.'*' Following their 
example others followed suit, with library shelves being stocked by donations. The 
YMCA Boys' Department library was well used, the most popular authors among the 
young male readership being William Gordon Stables, Ralph Connor and RM 
Ballantyne. Religious denominations promoted 'good' literature through Ubraries 
formed in local parish or congregation churches, relying heavily on public donations of 
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'Thirty-Fourth Report of the Secretary for Public Instraction for die Year 1909', QPP, vol. 2,1910, p. 
498. 
^" BC, 2 July 1910, p. 14. 
QYM, 30 October 1909, p. 16. Stables was a prolific contiibutor to die Boy's Own Paper and 
published adventtire novels set largely in Australia. Stella Lees and Pam Macintyre, The 0:^ord 
Companion to Australian Children's Literature, Melboume, Oxford University Press, 1993, p. 400. 
Robert Michael Ballantyne published adventure novels located in die Soudi West Pacific region. Marcie 
Muir, Australian Children's Books: A bibliography vol. 11774-1972, Melboume, Melboume University 
Press, 1992, pp. 461-463. 
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The School of Arts, Queen and Creek Streets, 1866
Source: PE Hunter, The Brisbane School ofArts Centenary
Brisbane, Brisbane School of Arts, 1949, p. 35.
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books to form their collections.'*^ Indeed, the Very Reverend P Dunne in the mid-1890s 
argued strongly for the creation of small subscription libraries to be attached to every 
church. The collection, he insisted, should comprise "... good Catholic books" 
envisaged in terms of props to the faith.'*^ 
Relatively small libraries were, of course, attached to the plethora of Schools of Arts 
and Mechanics' Institutes emergent from 1849, with the founding of the North Brisbane 
School of Arts in the city centre.'*' During the 1850s libraries attached to the 
Toowoomba and Ipswich Schools of Arts were estabUshed.'** Numbers continued to 
burgeon in the following decade reflecting the rapid colonisation of the territory of 
Queensland during the 1860s.'*^ This quite phenomenal growth in the number of 
libraries within the colony, modest in size and the range of books held, slowed 
dramatically in the 1870s only to enter a fiirther period of growth in the 1880s. Indeed, 
by 1896 there were in excess of sixty-five libraries operating in the colony, nine of 
which were located in the capital.'^" These libraries included special interest institutions 
such as the Herbarium Library, the Museum Library and the Philosophical Society 
'^^  For example, within the metropolitan region and outiying suburbs between 1894 and 1914, the 
Presbyterian Church established libraries at churches in Ann Street, Bellevue, Bulimba, Clayfield, 
Enoggera Terrace, Fortitude Valley, Mowbraytown, St Paul's, Sandgate and Hamilton, Sherwood and 
Kenmore, Manly and Wynnum, Thompson Estate, Toowong, Wickham Terrace and Scots' Church, 
Wooloowin. Presbyterian Church of Queensland, Minutes and Proceedings of the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church of Queensland, 1901-1914. 
™*Age2Mayl895,p. 3. 
^*' James T Cleary, 'The Nordi Brisbane School of Arts, 1849-1899', BA Hons diesis, Department of 
History, University of Queensland, 1967; Clarke, Technical and Further Education in Queensland, pp. 3-
39. 
'** The Toowoomba library opened on 31 August 1858 and the Ipswich library in 1850. Robert Holden, 
'An Account of the Origins and Development of the State Library of Queensland', thesis, Queensland 
Institute of Technology, 197?, p. 1. 
™ The libraries were: The Parliamentary Library (1860), South Brisbane (1861), Maryborough (1861), 
Valley Free Reading Room (April 1861), Supreme Court Library (1862), Dalby (1862), Spring Hill 
(1864), Gayndah (1864), Rockhampton (1865), Bowen (1865), Warwick (1865). Holden, 'An Account of 
the Origins', p. 1. 
™° Thursday Island library opened in 1886, Stanthorpe library in 1888 and Charleville library in 1889. 
Holden, 'An Account of the Origins', p. 2. 
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Ubrary.'^^ 
Similarly, although supported by the state govemment, the Brisbane Free Public Library 
was eventually opened to the public in 1902 - the culmination of faltering efforts to 
propagate, in the realm of literature, 'good taste' among the 'masses' SL Ryan, author 
of a monograph on the development of Queensland's Ubrary system, suggests two 
reasons explaining the lack of a pubUc library in Queensland in the nineteenth century, 
despite the estabUshment of such an institution being mooted in the pre-Separation 
years. First, Ryan avers that, "... there was no one with sufficient imagination and 
energy who considered libraries important enough to deserve support." Second, the 
priorities of the fledgling colony following Separation were dominated by 
792 
considerations other than those of a cultural nature. 
Government support for embryonic libraries was, according to Ryan, "pitifully meagre", 
and the absence of a cultural elite prepared to fund, or at least make a major 
contribution towards libraries, placed an enormous obstacle in the way of their 
development.'^ ^ Evidence of the lack of philanthropic interest in the formation of a free 
public library lies in the poor public interest when the fine book collection of Justice 
Harding was offered for sale following his death. Indeed, so poor was the response that 
the govemment, which had not been particularly supportive of proposals to initiate a 
public library, stepped in purchasing the collection for £500 in 1896."'* 
Another student of the emergence and consoUdation of the library system in 
Queensland, Robert Holden, while concurring with this sentiment nevertheless believes 
that the initiatives lying behind the creation of the public library in the early years of the 
' " Holden, 'An Account of die Origins', p. 14. 
SL Ryan, The Development of State Libraries and their Effect on the Public Library Movement in 
Australia 1809-1964, Queensland, Library Board of Queensland, 1974, p. 49. 
'^^  Ryan, The Development of State Libraries, p. 50. 
"" Ryan, The Development of State Libraries, p. 51. 
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Brisbane Free Public Library (State Library), William Street, 1909 
Source: EJT Barton, (ed.). Jubilee History of Queensland: A record of 
political, industrial, and social development from the landing of the 
first explorers to the close of 1909, Brisbane, HJ Diddams & Co., 1909, 
p. 156. 
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twentieth century were encouraged by Brisbane's civic leaders. For Holden, support for 
the public library came not from the "average worker", who remained in his opinion 
"disinterested", but rather from "... a small dedicated group" from the urban eUte who 
possessed the necessary cultural "refinement" "^ There is merit in Holden's analysis, 
although he probably overstates the role played by this social grouping in the genesis of 
the free public library. In fact, it is evident that the govemment, rather than the leading 
role being played by philanthropists from the middle class and elite, was instmmental in 
the library's estabUshment. Indeed, WH Brown commented on the minimal role played 
by the wealthy in this regard: 
If, at that time [1896], the State had had men of public spirit and wealth, as is very 
often found in other countries, who were prepared, when such efforts are being 
made, to devote some of their wealth, as a point of honour, to establish cultural 
institutions of this kind on a sound basis, it would have been of material 
assistance."^ 
However, the govemment's commitment to the concept and reality of a free pubUc 
library was lukewarm to say the least. For example, its commencement was marred by 
the reduction of the operating grant between 1902-1904/1905 from £1 000 per annum to 
£700 per annum, due to "... the state of public finances."'^' To economise the tmstees 
opted for the cessation of a number of magazines that had proven "very popular" with 
visitors to the Ubrary but which they considered "ephemeral"."* For Holden, the free 
pubUc library failed to fulfil its function as a venue for rational recreation, typified 
when its management ignored the "... expressed demand of the masses and instead 
stiove to limit itself to reference works."'^' In fact, in the years to 1914 and well beyond 
the free public library "... settied more into the role of a dusty mausoleum than 
"* Holden, 'An Account of die Origins', pp. 21, 32. 
™' Holden, 'An Account of the Origins', p. 41. 
''^ 'Report of the Trastees of die Public Library of Queensland for die Year 1904-1905, QPP, vol. 2, 
1905, pp. 333-335, pp. 333-334. 
™ 'Report of die Trastees of die Public Library of Queensland for die Year 1904-1905, QPP, vol. 2, 
1905, pp. 333-335, p. 333. 
™' Holden, 'An Account of the Origins', p. 53. 
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anything else", faiUng to attract a significant plebeian pationage 800 
In addition to libraries, more modest venues called reading rooms were established in 
Brisbane from at least the 1870s. These institutions received a small annual grant from 
the govemment, which no doubt concurred with "Goosequill", who in 1877 extolled the 
virtues of the Valley Reading Room, established for working men of the 
neighbourhood:*"' 
It is undoubtedly a great boon to persons out of employment, who, were it not in 
existence, would most Ukely resort to the public-house for the purpose of getting 
a look at the "wanteds", as it is well known many persons prefer adopting this 
course to purchasing a paper, and moreover, pubUc-houses are always more easily 
met with than newspaper agencies. It is also a boon to many who may have to 
endure "all the comforts of a home" in a third-rate boarding house, or perhaps in a 
public place. They can here spend the evening in a manner at once interesting and 
profitable to themselves, instead of strolling listlessly about the streets, or perhaps 
making "one of four" in a billiard-room.*°^ 
The Fortitude Valley reading room, located at OddfeUows' HaU, Branswick Stieet, was 
the first of many such institutions founded in the name of rational recreation in 
Brisbane prior to Worid War One. Other such institutions include the Anglican Church 
Mission Men's Reading Room for city-based workingmen, opened in 1914, rooms 
associated with the Worker newspaper in Raff Stieet, and a reading room initiated at 
Temperance Hall, Edward Street.*"^ The YMCA also was noted for having perhaps "... 
the best reading rooms in the city, well-lighted, airy, and well-supplied with papers."*"'* 
*°° Holden, 'An Account of die Origins', p. 57. 
COL/A207, General Correspondence, in letter 698 of 1875, James Rix and J Beattie, Trastees of die 
Fortitude Valley Free Reading Room to Col Treasurer, 26 Febraary 1875. QSA. 
'°^ Week, 23 June 1877, p. 790. 
*°^  CEYB, 1914, p. 166; Worker, 7 August 1890, p. 14; Queensland Post Office Directory, 1889, 
Brisbane, Hollander, Wright & Co., 1890. 
**• Week, 8 November 1884, p. 439. 
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Interior, Brisbane Free Public Library (State Library), 1902 
Source: John Oxley Library, Photographic Collection 
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Mutual improvement societies 
In addition to the Worker experiment the labour movement and secular radical 
organisations, the leaderships of which was almost universally enamoured of rational 
recreation, promoted institutions Uke reading rooms for the 'improvement' of their 
followers. For instance, in the Rules of the Ipswich and West Moreton Eight Hour 
Union, published in 1911, object four read that one of the its purposes was, 'To 
estabUsh a Literary, Educational, and Recreational Club, Library and Reading 
Rooms."*"^ In August 1913 an institute, which placed especial emphasis on debating, 
was formed at West End under the auspices of the Kurilpa Workers' Political 
Organisation, and some twenty-seven years earlier the Typographical Social and 
Literary Club had been formed.*"^ 
Most prominent among the institutions commenced within Brisbane's radical secularist 
groupings were those founded by the Freethought Association and the Bellamy Society. 
Founded in 1875 the Freethought Association constracted a library by 1878, which 
became the venue for regular lectures on secularist topics.*"' The Association's 'high 
priest' in Brisbane was Wallace Nelson, who lectured every Sunday evening at the 
Theatie Royal. His rationalist lectures, "on every subject imaginable", were well 
pationised in the 1890s by Brisbane's small coterie of radicals. Another institution 
established under the banner of rationalism was the Bellamy Society, founded by 
William Lane in 1887, Named after Edward Bellamy, the author of the Utopian sociaUst 
novel, Looking Backward, which was acclaimed in radical circles, the society met at 
George Marchant's hop beer factory in Bowen Street.*"* 
^^ Ipswich and West Moreton Eight Hoiu- Union, Rules of the Ipswich arui West Moreton Eight Hour 
Union, Ipswich, The Queensland Leader, 1911, p. 1. FL. 
^ DS, 2 September 1913, p. 4; BC, 13 July 1886, p. 5. 
'"'^H'€gifc,20Julyl878,p.97. 
*°' Lane, Dawn to Dusk, p. 32; Edward Bellamy, Looking Backward, 2000-1887, Sydney, Judd 
Publishing Co., 1920. 
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Towards the end of the period considered in this dissertation the Workers' Educational
Association based within the University of Queensland proved attractive to working
class autodidacts, .although not necessarily of the self-improving type encouraged by
bourgeois edllcationalists and middle class reformers.809 Also, mutual improvement
societies based in the inner and outer suburbs with no obvious religious affiliation were
founded at Mount Cotton, East Brisbane, City - including the Albert Elocution and
Debating Club, which had " ... for its object the improvement of its members in
elocution, debating and reading, and the production of suitable plays for the benefit and
amusement of its members" - Fortitude Valley, Toowong, Sandgate, New Farm,
Indooroopilly, Lut\vyche and West End.8IO Within the movement for establishing
mutual improvement societies during the latter decades of the nineteenth century, the
literary and debating society model predominated within the capitaL
809Lindsay, Life Rarely Tells, p. 127. See also Mary Murnane, 'The Workers' Educational Association of
Queensland 1913-1939', MA Qual thesis, Department of History, University of Queensland, 1969. On
the objectives of the Association see Herbert E Hardacre, Workers' Educational Association ofBrisbane:
Opening oj.Association's new rooms, 14th October, 1916, Brisbane, Government Printer, 1916.
810 Be, 13 July 1893, p. 5,13 May 1893, p. 5, 5 March 1895, p. 5,13 June 1908, p. 3, 29 October 1901,
p. 2; Week, 1 December 1888, p. 11, 21 June 1879, p. 783, 20 October 1888, p. 11, 24 April 1886, p. 18;
DS,2 September 1913, p. 4. Further, mutual improvement societies based on organisations such as the
Albert club and the society attached to the Australian Natives' Association were also active through the
period. Albert Elocution and Debating Club. Rules, OM72-41. JOL;WB Ross Collection,Australian
Natives' Association, Papers, Mss 210/GI-G3, UQFL 210. FL.
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Table Six. Mutual Improvement Societies, Brisbane, 1885-1914 
Venue 
Brisbane City Centre 
(St Stephen's) 
Brisbane City Centre 
Brisbane City Centre 
Brisbane City Centre 
(St Paul's) 
Brisbane City Centre 
Brisbane City Centre 
Eagle Junction 
East Brisbane (St 
Paul's) 
East Brisbane 
Enoggera 
(Enoggera Terrace) 
Fortitude Valley 
Hemmant 
Hendra 
Kangaroo Point 
(St Joseph's) 
Kenmore 
Milton 
Milton (Christ 
Church) 
Agency/ Denomination/ 
Religion 
Catholic 
Federation of Catholic 
Young Men's Societies 
Jewish 
Presbyterian 
Queensland Literary and 
Debating Societies' 
Union 
Brisbane Debating 
Society 
Anglican 
Presbyterian 
Presbyterian 
Presbyterian 
Anglican 
Baptist 
Catholic 
Presbyterian 
Congregational 
Anglican 
Venue 
Park Church 
Red Hill (St Bridget's) 
Sherwood 
South Brisbane 
(Grey Street) 
South Brisbane 
(St Andrew's) 
South Brisbane Young 
Men's Christian 
Investigation and 
Improvement Society 
St Mary's 
Thompson Estate 
(StPhiUp's) 
Toowong 
Toowong (St 
Thomas's) 
West End (St Peter's) 
Wharf Sti-eet 
Wickham Terrace 
(All Saints') 
WooUoongabba 
(Holy Trinity) 
Wooloowin (Holy 
Cross) 
Agency/ 
Denomination / 
Religion 
Presbyterian 
Catholic 
Presbyterian 
Congregational 
Anglican 
Baptist 
Anglican 
Anglican 
Anglican 
Anglican 
Congregational 
Anglican 
Anglican 
Catholic 
Sources: BC, CC, DO, EO, Week, 1885-1914
Indeed, so popular did this genre of rational recreation become that by 1894 a peak 
organising body had been formed, named the Queensland Literary and Debating 
Societies' Union, based on identical organisations in New South Wales and South 
Austialia, which by early 1895 embraced the majority of mutual improvement debating 
societies in the metropoUs. The Union was managed on the parliamentary format, which 
in essence involved individual societies forming parliaments for the duration of the 
debate or session. Ministries were formed and bills 'discussed' and voted upon "... with 
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all the gravity of and in accordance with the forms adopted by real ParUamentary 
assemblies."*" The system was regarded by some commentators as having both 
advantages and disadvantages, the latter typified in the spurious dialogue and time 
wasting involved in calling points of order, questions of privilege and procedural 
dissension. Further, the pitting of opposition against govemment was viewed as perhaps 
creating unnecessary levels of rancour in the societies. In terms of advantages, the creation 
of stiong personal interest in the subject matter, its contemporary relevance and practice in 
RIO 
impromptu oration, was considered as outweighing the disadvantages. 
In addition, the Union proffered assistance to affiliated societies organising annual 
Uterary competitions or other meetings of a "public character", and "... adopting other 
such methods as may be deemed advisable by the General Committee to seek to 
improve the conditions and working of the associated societies.. ."*'^  Working in close 
cooperation with the Austialian Home Reading Union - while maintaining an 
autonomous identity - the Union adopted a non-sectarian membership poUcy. However, 
the plethora of societies founded in Brisbane during the mid-1890s necessitated the 
inauguration of a peak body for the capital alone, which was instituted as the Brisbane 
Debating Society in 1897.*"* 
*" BC, 19 March 1894, p. 5; QES, 13 May 1882, p. 555. 
"^e£5, 13 May 1882, p. 555. 
"^BC, 19 March 1894, p. 5. 
"" BC, 19 May 1894, p. 4; BC, 10 June 1903, p. 7. 
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Brisbane Literary and Debating Society, cl900 
Source: John Oxley Library, Photographic Collection 
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Evangelicalism and the movement for mutual improvement 
Secular and rationalist oriented associations, however, did not hold the monopoly of 
innovation in the realm of providing intellectual pabulum to interested individuals 
among the city's young women and men. Provision of "mental" recreation within the 
churches for young adults in the late nineteenth century centied also on the mutual 
improvement society model. Significant among the associations formed in the mid-
1890s on the south side of the river was the South Brisbane Young Men's Christian 
Investigation and Improvement Society, presided over by E HolUday. HolUday was a 
"progressive" within church circles, an adherent to the message of the "social gospel" 
and with political leanings towards socialism. Perhaps his overt poUtical beliefs explain 
the aims of the society as the "... cultivation of the Art of Uterary Composition", and 
unusually for such organisations, "The discussion of questions relating to Theology, 
Politics, Science, Art, Literature, etc."**^ Most notably, the society published a joumal 
called Our Review: the organ of the South Brisbane Young Men's Christian 
Investigation and Improvement Society, which carried articles ranging from poetry to 
commentary on the local, national and intemational economy and politics, facilitating a 
meeting "... with comrades of our own calibre, with the common bond of union - the 
desire for mutual improvement."*'^ 
The Roman Catholic Church in Brisbane was probably the first denonunation to 
promote mutual improvement among the young adult males of its flock, when in the 
early 1860s a Catholic Young Men's Society was formed, the objective being the 
creation of an intellectual oasis in what was at the time a small, but beery township. By 
the mid-1880s, however, it had become apparent that earlier efforts had petered out. Mr 
James Duffy of Petrie Terrace, informed i\\& Australian in August 1885 for example, 
that "It is a shame to adnut that in this city there is no CathoUc class or society, where 
*'' South Brisbane Young Men's Christian Investigation and Improvement Society, OM90-141. JOL. 
*'* Our Review: The organ of the South Brisbane Young Men's Christian Investigation and Improvement 
Society, vol. 1,1895, p. 1, South Brisbane Young Men's Christian Investigation and Improvement 
Society, OM90-141. 
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catholic youth can improve or associate with one another."**' However, after three 
years had transpired another CathoUc Young Men's Society emerged in Brisbane in 
1888 with a charter to " improve the youth in an inteUectual, physical, and moral 
sense."*'* Following the economic depression of the mid-1890s, which had effected the 
mutiial improvement societies deleteriously, the movement began to grow again in the 
latter nineteenth century, leading to the formation of a Federation of Catholic Young 
Men's Societies, to which Brisbane societies affiliated.**^ The Federation, however, 
was disbanded in 1907 due to a lack of interest, but revived in 1908 and one year later 
looked to be consolidating, with seventeen societies affiliated. 
Indeed, the Federation at this time began broadening its scope, sponsoring not only 
debates between societies adopting the parliamentary model that had dominated 
CathoUc, Protestant and secular debating circles in Brisbane from the 1870s, but also 
"elocutionary contests", lectures, and on a lighter note, dances and social evenings. 
By 1914 prominent among the Roman CathoUc Young Men's Societies in the twentieth 
century were St Joseph's, Kangaroo Point, St Stephen's, City, and the non-parish-based 
Queensland CathoUc Club, situated in commodious premises in the City Buildings, 
Edward Stieet.*^^ 
By the late 1880s the Baptist Church certainly beUeved, following exhortations from 
leading members such as Charles Hardie Buzacott, managing director of, and partner in, 
the Brisbane Newspaper Company, that the church authorities pay attention to fostering 
^"Australian, 1 August 1885, p. 14. 
*'* Australian, 28 April 1888, p. 14. The inaugural meeting of die Society took place in St Stephen's 
Schoohoom on 25 June. EO, 26 June 1888, p. 6. 
By 1894 the only societies in Brisbane continuing to function were St Joseph's, Kangaroo Point, the 
Brisbane Catholic Young Man's Society at St Stephen's, City, St Bridget's, Red Hill and Holy Cross, 
Wooloowin. Victor L Gray, Catholicism in Queensland: Fifty years of progress, Brisbane, Roberts and 
Russell, 1910, p. 202. The Federation was formed with a large membership initially in 1896. BC, 17 
Novemberl896, p. 5. 
^^ ^ Gray, Catholicism in Queensland, pp. 202-203. 
*^ ' Gray, Catholicism in Queensland, pp. 205-206; BC, 27 November 1893, p. 5. 
*^ ^ BC, 20 June 1906, p. 4, 9 May 1913, p. 8; CA, 22 July 1911, p. 17. 
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sociability among young Baptists, especially in the mutual improvement format.*^^ His 
views were shared by other Baptists who exhorted the church leaders to be pro-active in 
rendering the Church "... a home for young men" by means of promoting societies for 
"mental improvement."* '^* To achieve this effect, mutual improvement societies -
Baptist Young Men's Societies and Institutes - were established at Wharf Street, South 
Brisbane and Petrie Terrace.*^^ Further, in December 1886 the Baptist South Brisbane 
Young Men's Christian Improvement Class was inaugurated.*^^ This movement was 
not gender specific, although less emphasis was placed on providing a post-compulsory 
education environment for young women. However, Young Women's Classes were 
formed within the Baptist Association from the niid-1880s.*^' The CongregationaUst 
denonunation and the Wharf Street Church especially, promoted "uplifting" activity for 
young men, including mutual improvement societies, which in the early twentieth 
century culminated in the creation of a vibrant Young Men's Guild attached to the 
Church.*^* 
In the early 1890s the Presbyterian's were as active as the other non-conformist 
denominations in the field of mutual improvement. Indeed, the ReUgious and Literary 
Association at Fortitude Valley was one of the most "advanced" within the colony, 
encouraging the literary endeavour of its members through the in-house publication, the 
Valley Venture.^^'^ Young Men's Clubs, established with a greater emphasis on the 
corporeal than the cerebral, although practicing both, emerged within this church in the 
early twentieth century.*^" In the late 1890s increased emphasis was placed upon 
"" Wecifc, 21 June 1884, p. 584. 
"^ QFreeman, 15 July 1887, p. 3. 
*" QFreeman, 15 Febraary 1886, pp. 3-4, 15 March 1886, p. 10. 15 July 1887, p. 3. 
*^ ' QFreeman, 15 January 1887, p. 11. 
*" QFreeman, 15 Febraary 1886, p. 3. 
*^* BC, 17 August 1886, p. 6; SO-SS, 9 September 1905, p. 11. 
"^'fiC, 10 June 1893, p. 3. 
*^° SO-SS, 22 April 1905, p. 12, 9 June 1906, p. 15,13 April 1907, p. 13,11 May 1907, p. 10. 
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Fellowship classes, or associations, organised from 1913 in the FeUowship Union.*^* 
Some Presbyterian mutual improvement societies could be of a very modest size 
whereas others, such as the Young Men's Guild at the Park Presbyterian Church, 
boasted annual membership figures in excess of three hundred young men. 
At the same juncture the Wesleyan Church, in the working class distiict of Thompson 
Estate, sought to alleviate what some of the parishioners regarded as the stultifying 
intellectual climate of the neighbourhood by forming the Norman Mutual Improvement 
Society.*^^ Similarly, mutual improvement societies were also estabUshed within the 
various Methodist Churches in the 1880s and 1890s at Paddington, the City, Ann Stieet, 
which admitted "Lady members", and Albert Street, to cite but a few of the larger 
ones.*^ '* Indeed, the Wesleyan Methodists of Fortitude Valley and AngUcans organised 
types of literacy school-cum-mutual improvement societies for Pacific Islander males 
employed in Brisbane in the early 1890s.*^^  For example, the Anglican "South Sea 
Islanders' Home and Club", located at the comer of Grey and Russell Stieets, South 
Brisbane, opened in June 1891 and throughout the 1890s provided accommodation and 
lodging along with recreational pursuits for its pations in the form of a cricket club and 
football team as well as a variety of social evenings.*^^ 
Earlier in the chapter observations made on the lower-middle and middle class 
composition of Austialian schools of arts was alluded to. In this regard the AustiaUan 
institutions, Queensland being unexceptional, followed a pattem of development 
occurring in the United Kingdom also. In the second half of the nineteenth century in 
*^ ' Richard Bardon, The Centenary History of the Presbyterian Church of Queensland 1949-1949, 
Brisbane, WR Smith and Paterson, 1949, pp. 159-160. 
*^ ^ Week, 21 April 1888, p. 22. 
""BC, 12 July 1894, p. 5. 
"^ ^ Week, 9 September 1892, p. 5,7 March 1885, p. 232, 30 May 1885, p. 520; BC, 21 April 1886, p. 4, 
17 April 1903, p. 4. 
"^ Week, 24 December 1891, p. 20. 
"* CC, 1 July 1891, p. 13,1 Febraary 1892, p. 4, Supplement to 1 August 1892 edition, 2 May 1896 p 
9. 
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Brisbane, like many other large towns and cities in the westem world, developed 
complex economic infrastracture marked by functional differentiation and 
specialisation in commodity production. One consequence of these developments was 
the emergence of a "white collar" stratum, "... a new breed of clerks, shop assistants, 
teachers and public-service employees [that] helped form the emerging 'lower middle 
class' "* '^ Writing of the British experience, but describing a phenomenon recognisable 
in the antipodes in the late Victorian and Edwardian period, Springhall, Fraser and 
Hoare, observe that "This status conscious class aspired to the values and life style of 
the late Victorian middle class in an effort to distinguish themselves from a skilled 
working class whose income levels often matched their own."*^* Membership of a 
mutual improvement society or institute played a key role in "... affirming their social 
respectability."*^' In Queensland, mutual improvement societies, literary and debating 
societies, and institutes, also appear to have been frequented by the "socially 
improving" type. 
Despite the rhetoric of their proponents that these associations would bring 'high 
culture' to the plebeian masses, thus instilling a sense of comnutment to the social 
system underpinning it, they in fact appealed most to the 'labour aristocrat' and the 
lower middle class worker desirous of gaining positional advantage in the status and 
occupational markets. However, obtaining such advantage involved effort and 
dedication to be sure. Indeed, the editor of the Evangelical Standard described this form 
of rational recreation as a "self-denying culture" and mutual improvement societies as 
"... the most important educational institutions of the age", providing the training for 
young men in particular "... to occupy positions of responsibility and honour."*'*" Jack 
Lindsay, a tutor for the Workers' Educational Association, describes his students thus: 
*" Springhall, Fraser and Hoare, Sure and Steadfast, p. 19. 
*^ * Springhall, Fraser and Hoare, Sure ard Steadfast, p. 19. 
* '^ Springhall, Fraser and Hoare, Sure and Steadfast, p. 19. 
*'°e£5,13Mayl882,p.555. 
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On the one hand was a lad named Cunningham, a carpenter, with a deep hunger 
for art and philosophy, who begged me to lend him books, talk with him, help 
him... there were all sorts of gradations of workers looking for knowledge, eager 
young schoolmistiesses, engineers in neat blue suits with notebooks fiiU of notes 
on economics, aspiring aesthetes with a cult of Oscar Wilde... 
The Catholic Young Men's Society founded in 1888 was not for the poorer sections of 
the Roman Catholic community in Brisbane as evidenced by the imposition of an 
annual membership subscription of 10s, plus a joining fee of 2s 6d. However, the 
founders emphasised that for upwardly aspiring young men of working or lower middle 
class origins the subscription was remarkably low, given that educational classes in a 
wide array of subjects could be enrolled in at no charge. The Society also offered 
members a library, created from books donated by sympathisers, although a charge of 
£1 Is was levied - ostensibly to permit the purchase of current books and magazines -
guaranteeing a three-year library membership. "Outdoor sports" were also conducted 
under the auspices of the Society, along with the obligatory literary and debating 
society, monthly socials and entertainments.*'*'* 
Similarly, the Albert Elocution and Debating Club charged for membership to the tune 
of 10s per annum paid quarterly in advance.*'*^ While the schools of arts movement in 
Queensland was established to cater to the interests of the 'serious' working man to a 
large extent the reality was that the larger institutions, such as the North Brisbane 
School of Arts, appealed more to the lower middle class than to the working class.*"*^  
Perhaps further study of these institutions will reveal that the suburban schools of arts. 
^^ Lindsay, Life Rarely Tells, p. 127. 
**^ Australian, 4 August 1888, p. 14. 
The 'Syllabus of classes' included elocution, Latin, French, phonetic shorthand, mathematics, book-
keeping, commerce, drama and music. Small additional charges were actually made for subjects diat were 
expensive to conduct such as phonography. Australian, 4 August 1888, p. 14. 
^^ Australian, 4 August 1888, p. 14. 
*^^ Albert Elocution and Debating Club, Rules, OM72-41. 
^^ Holden, 'An Account of the Origins', pp. 3-4; Cleary, 'The Nordi Brisbane School of Arts'; Clarke, 
Technical and Further Education in Queensland, p. 4. See also Philip C Candy and John Laurent, 
214 
Chapter Five 
...the most important educational" 
Uke the one located in solidly proletarian Spring Hill, were of greater relevance in the 
lives of working people.*^' However, in the absence of this more detailed examination, 
the evidence suggests strongly the linkage of schools of arts in Queensland with the 
aspirant and status conscious lower middle and middle classes rather than plebeian 
stiata. 
Anglican initiatives: St John's Young Men's Institute 
The discussion on youth clubs in chapter three revealed that the AngUcan Church, 
particularly the Church Mission, had been the most active in this domain of youth work 
in the capital during the late colonial and early post-colonial periods. It can be 
contended that the same applies in the realm of providing facilities for rational 
recreation for young adults at the time. Indeed, perhaps the first recorded Young Men's 
Institute founded in Queensland was sponsored by volunteers at St John's in the city, 
under the presidency of Colonel Maurice O'Connell in 1865. The purpose of this Institute, 
and tiiose that followed throughout the colony, was "... for educational and recreational 
purposes for young labourers who had little opportunity to further their education and who 
could afford to spend little money on either education or recreation."*^* The ensuing 
history of this institute is unknown, but it may well have laid the basis for the 
establishment of the Toowong Institute in 1878, followed in the 1890s by institutes at 
the Lutwyche-cum-Nundah Church, St Andrew's, St Bamabas', Ithaca and Holy Trinity 
at WooUoongabba.*'*' In the early twentieth century institutes were initiated in the outer 
suburbs of Brisbane, such as Sherwood, and in inner city Fortitude Valley, to provide 
young men with "pure and beautiful recreation" *^ " 
Pioneering Culture: Mechanics' institutes and schools of arts in Australia, Adelaide, Auslib Press, 1994, 
pp. 15, passim. 
^^ Holden, 'An Account of the Origins', pp. 3-4. 
^^ Rayner, 'The History of die Church of England in Queensland', p. 369. 
•"' BC, 26 May 1897, p. 4; CC, 2 April 1896, p. 9, 2 November 1896, p. 7, 1 December 1896, p. 6. 
^^ CC, 1 September 1902, p. 27,2 November 1903, p. 62. 
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The Church Chronicle ardentiy supported the establishment of mutual improvement 
venues within the metiopolitan parishes. In 1893 the joumal posited tiiat for young 
parishioners about to "... resume the duties and responsibilities of manhood and 
womanhood", these instimtions functioned, 'To help and safeguard the young at this time, 
to keep tiiem in close touch with their spiritiial pastors, and in fellowship for tiie great 
purpose of worship, work and edification are objects worthy of all effort, if possible, to 
accompUsh."*^* Ten years later the Chronicle announced with pride that: 
The organisation of the young members of the Church into societies is, we are glad 
to notice, being more and more promoted by those in authority, and its importance 
is being more generally recognised by those who desire the retention of the young in 
Of o 
communion of the Church... 
By the 1890s innovation in the world of mutual improvement had led to a partial 
merging of traditional institute practice with that of the youth club. A prototype 
institution of this nature was Christ Church Institute at Milton, which appears to have 
been frequented by young workers living locally.*^^ The Institute sought to cater to the 
inteUectual and moral development of members as well as becoming "... a centie of 
athletic activity" and "religious union".* '^* In this environment the ParUamentary 
Debating Club existed alongside the Institute cricket club, which competed in the 
Church of England Cricket Union.*^^ Similarly, St Bamabas' at Ithaca, formed in the 
mid-1890s, stressed it objectives as faciUtating, "1 . Bodily exercise. 2. Mental cultiire. 
3. Moral conduct", *^ ^ However, the most ambitious attempt in this field of endeavour 
was the institute based at St John's Pro-Cathedral in the inner city. 
The Pro-Cathedral in 1891, under the influence of the evangelicals Reverend Bemard 
*^'CC,1 October 1893, p. 44. 
*^^CC,1 October 1903, p. 44. 
*^^CC, lJulyl893,p. 6. 
"^ ^ CC, 1 April 1893, p. 6. 
' " CC, 1 June 1893, p. 6, 2 October 1893, p. 6,1 November 1893, p. 6. 
856 CC, 2 April 1896, p. 9,2 November 1896, p. 7,1 December 1896, p. 6. 
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Wilson and, at this time, assistant curate/ vicar JM Stone-Wigg, was something of a 
'boyologist's laboratory', with the estabUshment of the St John's Newsboys Club aimed 
at taming the ill-discipUned leisure time of this group of working class 'roughs' (see 
chapter three). At about the same time the formation of an institute was proposed catering 
to the more "self-improving" young men of the area, which was to include "... a Choral 
Association, a Shakespeare Reading Society, a Mutual Improvement and Literary Class 
and a Dramatic Club."*^' Despite the institute idea faiUng to develop beyond the "verbal 
approval" of the church hierarchy - due in the main to "bad times and depression" - the 
need to estabUsh a gathering place appeaUng to the 'respectable' young men of the parish 
remained paramount. This was particularly so given its charter that, "... the Parish... is 
intended to recognise and build up every side of the human character."*^* 
However, it would appear that both the opportunities for, and the will to, establish such an 
institute went into abeyance, until revived in mid-1895 by the now canon residentiary and 
sub-dean of the pro-Cathedral, Reverend Stone-Wigg. In the first week of May 1895, 
Stone-Wigg chaired a meeting to discuss the possibiUties for a church-sponsored institute 
and schoolroom, to be named the Church Institute, and attached (physically and 
spiritually) to the Pro-Cathedral, then located in George Stieet. In addressing those present 
he emphasised the dire need for a "... rallying centie for the young working men of the 
city of Brisbane."*^' Indeed, his express wish was that the stiiving for self-improvement 
that could be faciUtated by the Institute would "lift" the young men who chose to take up 
membership "... above the empty, not to say stupid, level which he had observed marked 
the conversation of too many of our young men."*^° The Oxbridge ehtism underpinning 
this observation was, he beUeved, shared by employers of youth labour in the city, who he 
envisaged, optimistically, lending assistance to the project in its embryonic stage, after 
' "CC,1 May 1891, pp. 6-7. 
'^ * CC, 1 May 1891, p. 7, BC, 7 May 1895, p. 6. 
"^'BC, 7 May 1895, p. 6. 
"^flC, 14 April 1898, p. 6. 
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which he declared that the Institute would be self-funding, thus not being reUant on 
recurrent charity.*^* 
To faciUtate an immediate start on the endeavour, Stone-Wigg announced that a sum of 
£660 had been made available from trast funds and £560 from subscriptions gathered for 
the institute proposed in 1891. It was determined that a further £2 200 was required to 
meet the estimated target of its constraction costs, which with furniture, architect's fees 
and sundry, totalled £3 200.*^ ^ However, the building costs were adjusted later to an 
actual cost of £4 350.*^^  In order to draw larger subscriptions towards the target of £3 500, 
payments for an agreed figure could be made over a two or three year period.*^ Relying 
on the fickle generosity of the well-to-do in the form of donations a series of 
"entertainments" were organised, where in trae bourgeois fashion, the active proponents 
of the Institute in the cential city parish had to 'work for their money'. Fund raising 
entertainments began in May 1895 with a public lecture by His Excellency the Govemor, 
Sir Henry WyUe Norman, on the vague topic of "... some of his personal 
reminiscences."*^^ Following this a "Pincushion and DoU Contest and Fair" was 
organised within the grounds of the Rectory in August.**^ 
In a fraternal gestiire, Anglican Sunday School pupils contiibuted to the building fund 
with a number of blue silk purses, each containing 5s.* '^ Evidentiy, tiiese entertainments 
failed to put a dint in the building fund.*^ * However, tiie amount required was halved 
following the allotting of a 10s for each £lraised grant from tiie St John's School and 
Church Land's Trast. The building fund, in part due to escalating constiuction costs, was 
*^ ' BC, 30 January 1896, p. 7. 
' " BC, 9 November 1895, p. 5. 
*"CC, 1 Aprill897,p.6. 
"" BC, 13 May 1895, p. 4,9 November 1895, p. 5. 
"'^BC, 13 May 1895, p. 4. 
^**BC, 13 August 1895, p. 6. 
*" BC, 9 November 1895, p. 6. 
^^ ^ BC, 9 November 1895, p. 5. 
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accumulated gradually. Some two years after the first public meeting to discuss the 
Institute project £3 570 had been raised leaving a deficit of £780 to finally complete the 
work. A concerted effort was planned to gamer the money, with the Ladies' and Men's 
Committee canvassing the city and suburbs until the end of the year, with the permission 
of the local clergy of course. * '^ 
After two-and-one-half years of preparation and planning the AngUcan Church Institute 
was opened formally by the new colonial Govemor, Lord Lamington, on the aftemoon of 
Tuesday 14 December 1897. AngUcan clergy dominated the platform, with pride of place 
occupied appropriately by Canon Stone-Wigg, who described the Institute, the exterior of 
which was of "medieval" design, as "... an offering to God, an omament to the city..,", 
continuing by announcing proudly that it was opening debt free as had been the original 
intention of its founders.*'" It is interesting to note that the official opening was outshone 
by the ceremony celebrating the laying of the foundation stone in 1895 when, on 8 
November, the city witnessed a gala tum-out of the city's eUte, including the Govemor, 
Sir Samuel Walker Griffith, the Hon Arthur Rutledge, Reverend Hoggins and a bevy of 
the city's leading 'charity dames' such as Lady and Miss Griffith, Lady O'Connell, Mrs 
Heath and Mrs Raff.*" The laying of the stone was, unlike the low-key, or most 
commonly, unnoticed, initiation of youth clubs, a gala event, with decorations, flags, a 
procession, choir, the music of the Naval Headquarters' Band and special religious 
872 
service. 
While the estabUshment of this "Young Men's Institute" on a debt free basis was 
commendable it could not in fact actually receive members until April 1898 as the interior 
was effectively a shell. However, in the four months since the official opening the inside 
of the building was fumished and equipped at a further cost to the charity-minded of 
" ' ' C C l April 1897, p. 6. 
*™BC, 15 December 1897, p. 6; CC, 1 January 1898, p. 1. 
" ' BC, 9 November 1895, p. 5. 
"^ BC, 9 November 1895, pp. 5-6. 
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approximately £400.*'^  The Church Chronicle provides a brief description of the Institute 
as "... large and weU fiimished, and should prove eminently comfortable." It comprised 
"... reading and writmg rooms, suppUed with papers and periodicals; a separate room is 
provided for draughts, chess, etc, and there is lavatory accommodation." The gymnasium, 
with shower baths attached, was opened eventually in 1898 and supervised classes were 
organised on weekday evenings.*''* Further renovations were also scheduled, the most 
urgent being the tiansformation of the verandah into a "smoking resort."*'^  With the 
rooms ready to receive members a provisional committee was formed, which drafted the 
Institute's Constitution, although it does not appear that boys or young men were involved 
(see appendix five). 
The fee for membership was set at 3s per quarter and 10s 6d per annum to be paid in 
advance. For this outlay members were entitled to use of the facilities during the 
Institute's opening hours of 12pm-2pm and 7pm-10pm in the evening, and between 
2pm and 9pm on Saturdays.*'^  The Institute remained closed on the Sabbath -
predictably. Within one month of accepting members, forty-seven young men had 
enrolled and a management committee elected.*" With numbers continuing to increase 
a programme of activities was drawn up, termed a "syllabus of fortnightiy 
entertainments and lectures", including mock parUamentary debates, which were free 
for members and open to tiie patronage of non-members for a small fee.*'* 
The circumstance of rapidly increasing numbers also was instramental in encouraging 
the formation of specialist clubs dedicated to expertise in the pursuit of an activity. 
Such clubs emerging in the first few months of the club's effective existence were 
S73 
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BC, 15 December 1897, p. 6; CC, 1 April 1898, p. 6. 
BC, 23 June 1898, p. 4; CC, 1 August 1898, p. 11, INovember 1898, p. 5. 
BC, 14 April 1898, p. 6. 
BC, 14 April 1898, p. 6; 28 April 1898, p. 4; CC, 2 May 1898, p. 4. 
BC, 28 April 1898, p. 4,19 April 1899, p. 4. At the first annual meeting membership was estimated at 
"about 100" 
"" BC, 6 June 1898, p. 5; CC, 1 August 1898. p. 11. 
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devoted to chess and draughts, whist and for the more athletically inclined, a harrier 
club and cricket clubs competing in the Church of England Cricket Association and the 
grade competition ran by the Queensland Cricket Association.*" So popular was chess 
at the Church Institute that an in-house toumament was a feature of its activities in 
August 1898, followed by chess and draughts matches against other teams in the city.**" 
Gymnastic toumaments for donated trophies, as well as public displays, also attiacted a 
large number of competitors.*** Indeed, the gymnastic club was to prove in the longer 
term one of tiie most popular recreations on offer at the Institute. For example, by 1906 
the average attendance at the gymnasium was thirty young men per evening, who were 
under the instraction of the renowned Harry Richmond. The total enrolment for the club 
was approximately 130 members, divided into senior and junior squads.**^ However, 
clubs within the Institute, while perhaps its most popular feature, did not totally 
dominate the activities of the members. The parliamentary debating society had a small 
but committed membership. Musical concerts were well attended by members and 
friends, as were 'social evenings', which often attiacted hundreds of people. A bilUard 
table was introduced onto the premises in early 1906, which proved immediately to be 
".. .a valuable asset" **^  
Young Women's Institutes 
In the field of young women's institutes, or guilds, the Methodist Church appears to 
have been in the van of developments in the early twentieth century. Notably, on 1 May 
1909 the Newmarket Road Methodist Church Girls' Guild was opened with some 
™ BC, 15 June 1896, p. 5,16 June 1898, p. 5; CC, 1 August 1898, p. 11, 2 June 1898, p. 2; 50-55, 22 
September 1906, p. 15. 
'^ ' 'BC, 16 August 1899, p. 7. 
"" CC, 1 September 1898, p. 25; BC, 20 May 1899, p. 7,19 July 1899, p. 9; SO-SS, 16 September 1905, 
p. 11. 
**^  SO-SS, 14 July 1906, p. 11,24 March 1906, p. 15. 
*" BC, 20 May 1899, p. 7,5 October 1898, p. 7,16 August 1899, p. 7; SO-SS, 24 March 1906, p. 15; 
CC, 2 June 1898, p. 2. 
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fanfare. A club for 'respectable' girls from the local working class district, its objective 
was "... to promote the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of the members, and 
to conduce towards trae friendship and happy social relations." The institution 
constituted an ambitious exercise in Methodist youth work, boasting a wide array of 
scheduled activities provided such as marching and wand exercises, organised sports, 
lecture programmes, along with reUgious activity in the form of hymn practice.**'* 
However, should members transgress the Guild's code of respectability through "... 
unbecoming conduct", or participating in "... ay [sic] games or sport, etc. on the 
Sabbath day", the likely response was dismissal by the committee of management.**^ 
The Newmarket Road Methodist Church Girls' Guild was a well-attended and 
successful girls' institute generated within the broader organisational focus in 
Methodist youth work that had emerged in 1906-1907 with the formation of the 
Methodist Girls' Department. The Department, under the charge of a Sister Lily was 
connected with the Cential Methodist Mission based at the Albert Stieet Methodist 
Church. Believing that "City life has special temptations", its foremost objective was 
"... to shield and protect our girls from the evils by which they are surrounded."**^ 
Arming the girls against 'evil' required the delivery of moral messages by the Sister 
youth workers within the Department. One of the youth workers with the Department, 
Sister Ethel, describes this as a stiategy of "guidance towards righteousness", remarking 
that: 
In the Girls' Department I have assisted Sister Lily each Wednesday evening in 
the Social Hall, by chatting with the giris about their work, and their object in Ufe. 
In this way I have been able to speak a word for our Lord, and to drop a seed of 
trath which may spring up by and by to His glory.**' 
884 Methodist Church of Austiralasia, Queensland Conference, Giris' Guild Meeting Minutes, 1909-10, 
1917, Minutes of the Newmarket Road Methodist Girls' Guild, 18 May 1909,12 June 1909, 19 July 
1909. 24-31 July 1909, 11 April 1917, OMFS/14/11/4. JOL. 
885 Methodist Church of Australasia, Queensland Conference, Giris' Guild Meeting Minutes, 1909-10 
1917, OMFS/14/11/4. 
*** Anon., Sisters of the People, p. 19. 
^" Anon., Sisters of the People, pp. 35-36. 
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By 1908 some 136 girls were being "deUvered from temptation" through its weekly 
programme, which included fostering expertise in household "accomplishments" such 
as cookery, dress making, millinery, and "... other useful things to equip them for 
service in the home."*** A regime of physical exercise was also instituted for the girl 
members in conformity with the Edwardian anxiety of the decUning physical, and thus 
racial, fitness of Austialian "womanhood" **^  The Sisters' task, however, did not cease 
at the end of club activity nights at the Mission Social Hall. Drawing on the 
'theoretical' work of Maude Stanley, and like the "lady Associates" of the Anglican 
Girls' Friendly Society, they sought to form close bonds with the girls by visiting their 
homes, forming friendships and relationships of trast with them and becoming, as far as 
possible, a life guide for the girls attending the institution.*^" 
Anglican initiatives: The Young Women's Institute and the Girls' Friendly Society 
In October 1882 a number of AngUcan "ladies" in Brisbane with an interest in the 
'welfare' of young women working in the city, and of govemesses arriving from 
England, held a meeting to consider the feasibility of establishing accommodation for 
such young women, thus enabling them to avoid the temptations of the city streets.*'* 
The institution that emerged, the Young Women's Institute, announced its objective as 
"... providing a home for young women awaiting to obtain situations."*'^ To facilitate 
this an employment registry was established at the Institute in 1884.*'^  The model 
Anon., Sisters of the People, p. 17. 
**' Anon., Sisters of the People, p. 19. 
^^ Anon., Sisters of the People, pp. 19-23; Stanley, Clubs for Working Girls, pp. 17-18. 
*'' Week, 14 October 1882, p. 365. The committee appointed to consider the logistics of establishing a 
home comprised Mrs Hale, wife of the Anglican Bishop, Matthew Hale, Mrs Drew, Walsh, Brown, 
Gibbon, Dickson, Heath, Meeres and the redoubtable Mrs Brentnall. Also refer to Wood, 'The Evolution 
of Women's Organisations in Queensland 1859-1959', pp. 185-186. 
*'^  Week, 15 March 1884, p. 247. The name of the institution changed from the Young Women's Institute 
to die Young Women's Institute and Governesses' Home in late 1885 to niid-1886. Week, 22 May 1886, 
p. 7. 
*" Week, 28 March 1885, p. 295. 
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chosen for emulation was that of the YWCA, which at this time had not been 
established in Queensland. By March 1883 the Institute was fiilly operational at St 
John's House, the old Parsonage, later moving to premises in Manning Street, South 
Brisbane, before relocating to a property on land granted by the govemment in Milton 
in 1889.*''* The Institute was ran on a daily basis by a matron, assisted by a "servant", 
both of whom were the Institute's only paid employees.*'^  
Membership of the Institute was predominantly young women engaged in "business" 
To obtain membership "respectability of character" had to be demonstrated. Proof of 
respectability took the form inter alia of payment of a monthly subscription of 6d, 
which covered the cost of cheap refreshments, access to the Institute's lending library, 
and consent"... to adhere to the rales of the institute, one of which is that inmates 
should attend daily prayers, read by the mation, and which are non-sectarian."*'^ The 
Institute had facilities for nine boarders, who each paid 16s per week in advance all 
found. Evening and weekend entertainments and classes informed the philosophy and 
practice of the Institute, which viewed as cracial keeping young women off the stieets, 
particularly those who were stiangers to the city, thus obviating its 'temptations'. In 
addition to a thriving mutual improvement society, musical evenings were offered, as 
were Bible classes (of a Protestant orientation despite its professed non-sectarianism), 
and the use of the Institute library, which contained over 200 volumes, mostly gamered 
through donations. Funds were raised for maintaining the Institute through concerts, an 
annual and fashionable ball pationised by "... representatives of all the leading families 
in and around Brisbane", which raised £80 in donations in 1892.*" 
*'" Week, 26 January 1889, p. 3. 
*'^  The rent on St John's House was £100 per annum. Week, 15 March 1884, p. 247. 
*'* Week, October 3 March 1883, p. 200,15 March 1884, p. 247. 
*" BC, 21 April 1886, p. 4; Week, 15 September 1883, p. 255,15 March 1884, p. 247, 13 May 1892 p 
19.26 September 1893, p. 6. 
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Another Anglican Church initiative in Brisbane catering specifically to young women 
and founded in the 1880s was the Girls' Friendly Society, which was imported from the 
United Kingdom where it was inaugurated in 1874-1875, the Society was estabUshed 
for young women of "good moral character" (a Victorian euphemism for chaste; loss of 
virginity while a member meant expulsion).*'* The Society commenced in Brisbane in 
October 1882 - under the capable leadership of Mrs Benjamin Glennie and her 
committee of 'respectable' dames from Brisbane's elite and upper middle class - after 
which the organisation set down roots in the 1880s in Rockhampton and Bundaberg.*" 
To paraphrase, its object was: 
... to bind together ladies as associates, and girls and young women as members 
for mutual help and sympathy, to encourage purity of life, dutifulness to parents, 
faithfulness to employers, and thrift, and to give them an introduction from one 
branch to another when they change their place of residence.'"" 
In addition to advocating loyalty to employers the Society consistentiy warned against 
"impure" Uterature, promiscuity and the parlous effects of liquor.'"* Initially based at St 
John's Schoolroom, members paid an entiance fee and 6d per quarter for the use of its 
faciUties.'"^ Attendance figures are scant but after two years of existence a creditable 
108 girls and young women were enrolled increasing to 266 by 1888.'"^ With this 
expansion it is probable that the confidence of its promoters grew, facilitating the 
*'* The Society spread with prodigious speed in England and Wales, having an organic connection to 
every diocese by 1886. Percival, Youth Will Be Led, pp. 83-85. 
*'' Queenslander, 18 November 1882, p. 718, 23 June 1883, p. 989,18 December 1886, p. 979; Week, 
28 April 1883, p. 388, 28 July 1883, p. 80,25 October 1884, p. 392. However, it was not until April 
1883 that its first meeting eventuated. The management committee for example included Lady O'Connell, 
Lady Musgrave and the Venerable Archdeacon Glennie. 
900, 
901 
Queenslander, 18 November 1882, p. 718 
Teale, 'Matron, Maid and Missionary', in Willis, (ed.). Women. Faith & Fetes, p. 124. 
^ Week, 22 November 1884, p. 487. The Society was organised into members and candidates. 
Candidates were aged between eight and thirteen years and allowed to join free of charge. 
^^ Week, 22 November 1884, p. 487,10 November 1888, p. 11. 
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setting up of Society branches in parish churches, namely St Andrew's, Christ Church, 
Holy Trinity, WooUoongabba, St Paul's, Rockhampton, and St Peter's, Southport.'"'* 
Activities in the early years hosted by the committee were focussed mainly on evening 
classes in the "useful domestic art" of needlework, accompanied by writing and Bible 
Study, preceded by communal singing and quiet reading, for which a library was 
provided comprising books donated by members of the public. To encourage excellence 
the management committee offered prizes for girls and young women who achieved 
outstanding results in these night classes.'"^ Physical exercise and "socials" in the form 
of musical entertainments emerged in the 1890s as regular features of Society activity 
and augmented cerebral endeavour, reflecting the merging of club and institute 
regimens referred to earUer in relation to the St John's Institute.'"^ The highlight of the 
year, however, was the Annual Festival, which could attract upwards of two hundred 
paying guests. The Festival involved typically a religious service in the moming, 
foUowed by a full day and evening of entertainments in the form of a "public tea soiree 
and concert", including of course the obligatory fiind raising by means of selUng 
needlework or other creations of the Society.'"' 
As well as offering an institute programme, the Society played a cracial role, especially 
for the newly arrived young immigrant women who were met at the docks by 
volunteers. The Society sponsored a Registry Department for young women to obtain 
employment if new to the city, thus removing vulnerable employees, usually domestic 
servants, from the clutches of exploitative and unscrapulous labour agents.'"* By the 
late 1880s the young female arrival in Brisbane who took up Society membership could 
904 
905 
Week, 16 November 1889, p. 29. 
Queenslander, 23 June 1883, p. 989; Week, 28 July 1883, p. 80, 20 September 1884, p. 272, 25 
October 1884, p. 392,22 November 1884, p. 487 
^* Week, 20 September 1884, p. 272; Rayner, 'The History of die Church of England in Queensland' o 
370. ^' 
"^ Week, 29 November 1884,p.515,16 November 1889, p. 30. 
^ Queenslander, 23 June 1883, p. 989. 
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access living facilities in the form of a lodge, or boarding house, located first in Herbert 
Stieet before tiansferring to more spacious premises in Boundary Stieet.'"' Like in 
other institutes and girls' clubs, the "lady Associates", philanthropic youth workers, 
applied stiatagems - usually pioneered in the United Kingdom or North America -
designed to establish close links with their young charges. In the case of the Society in 
the late Victorian and Edwardian period, each "Associate" was allotted the role of 
helper and friend to approximately six members. In essence, the task of the "Associate" 
was to win the trast of the young single woman to the extent of being considered an 
adviser on life matters and a "moral guardian."'*" Strengthening this bond through 
fostering a "personal touch", which might take the form of invitations to take tea 
together, exchange birthday letters, or acting as her industrial advocate, was expected of 
the "Associate", or as Alicia Percival put it, her role was to provide "... advice to or 
championing of the girl in her homely difficulties.., to speak up for her in matters such 
as hours of work...[and]... hygiene, food and sleeping quarters."'** Another AngUcan 
sponsored initiative in the sphere of young women's institutes was that of a young 
women's section within the Christ Church Institute at Milton.'*^ 
Lady Musgrave Lodge 
The mid-1880s also witnessed the commencement of the Lady Musgrave Lodge, which 
emanated from a meeting of the 'lady' members of the Social Purity Society presided 
over by the governor's wife. Lady Musgrave, in May 1885 (see chapter one). Iiutially 
the Girls' Training and Protection Association, its estabUshment, like that of the 
Society, was predicated upon overcoming Queensland's growing reputation as a place 
where "friendless" girls and immigrants arriving in the city experienced an "unhappy 
'** During the year 1885-1886 sixty-nine members and seventy-five non-members availed themselves of 
die lodge. Queenslander, 18 December 1886, p. 979. 
' '° Percival, Youth Will Be Ud, p. 88. 
' " Percival, Youth Will Be Ud, p. 85. 
''^ CC, 1 November 1893, p. 6. 
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fate." The Lodge owed its existence to a letter penned in September 1884 by Police 
Magistrate, Phillip Pinnock. His missive was directed to Mrs Agnes Keith, a 'lady' 
charity worker, and depicted the city in "very dark colours", bemoaning the lack of 
protection for "respectable giris" - particularly those employed in dressmaking and 
millinery establishments - who, after arriving in the colony are lured by temptation to 
the extent that many joined the ranks of the city's "fallen women" '*^ Pinnock's letter 
sparked Mrs Keith's interest in establishing, under the auspices of the Social Purity 
Society, a lodge for protecting young servant women, especially immigrants, from the 
morally corrapting influences of the city.'*'* bideed, the Lodge propounded its primary 
objective as, "... to afford a home for young female immigrants for the first year after 
arrival in the colony", thus providing her with some physical and "moral" protection.'*^ 
The annual report of 1892 expounded the objective as providing "... not only a 
comfortable home, but also a Christian home, and one with Christian influence, where 
many might be tiained and counselled, and in addition obtain an increased measure of 
instraction in those practical duties which they would be required to perform in tiieir 
walkoflife."'*^ 
The "kind-hearted women" ranning the Lodge met putatively "pure and innocent" 
young women at the wharves where, if not already arranged before their arrival, they 
would be offered lodging, food and "solicitous care" at the Lodge for a "small weekly 
sum."'*' Preferable to the common lodging houses inhabited by "... people of a very 
mixed character", the Lodge was temporary home to over three hundred young women 
''^ COL/A424, General Correspondence, in-letter 3543 of 1885, Agnes Keith to Col. Sec., 19 May 1885. 
QSA. 
' ' "£0 ,15 July 1889, p. 4. 
'^^  EO, 1 August 1891, p. 4; Week, 3 July 1886, p. 17. Some indication of the variety of occupations 
represented in the Lodge is fumished in the monthly report for April 1887, where statistics presented 
reveal that it accommodated thirty-two general servants, five housemaids, three nurses, seven sick-nurses, 
two dressmakers, one nurse and needlewoman, two cooks and one laundress. Week, 7 May 1887, p. 9. 
See also Wood, 'The Evolution of Women's Organisations', p. 188. 
"*£0 .1 Augustl892,p.6. 
"^lVeeA:,3Julyl886,p. 17. 
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Main Library, Brisbane School of Arts 
Source: PE Hunter, The Brisbane School of Arts Centenary 1849-1949, 
Brisbane, Brisbane School of Arts, 1949. 
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in its first year of operation, with the number increasing to an astonishing average in the 
low 700s for the remainder of the 1880s, but topping 1 000 in 1891-1892.'** Overall, 
between 1885 and 1892,5 349 girls and young women had used the Lodge for 
accommodation.'*' Further, by the early 1890s the more restricted objective of catering 
to immigrant girls and young women had been expanded to incorporate all eUgible 
working girls and young women in need of the Lodge's "protection" '^" 
The Lodge was heavily reliant on donations, especially of the monetary kind, which 
were reported in the local press and ranged from a few pounds to a couple of 
shilUngs.'^ * Fund raising exercises were regularly conducted, including collections 
taken among sympathisers in the United Kingdom.'^ ^ However, the Lodge's finances 
appear to have been greater than many other initiatives aimed at protecting the 'morals' 
of young males and females in the capital. Following the initiation of the Lodge in 1885 
the credit balance as revealed in the Treasurer's reports record an upward movement, 
permitting the constraction a building specially suited to the work of the Lodge. Having 
outgrown previous facilities, located at Petrie Terrace and Montpellier Villa on 
Wickham Terrace, a site in Herbert Street was purchased in 1891, with repayment set at 
£290 per annum.'^' 
The annual report for 1912-1913 makes it patenfly clear that the aims, objectives and 
raison d'etre remained remarkably consistent.'^ '* Activities included the usual round of 
respectable endeavours such as evening sewing classes, Sunday aftemoon Bible 
' " Week, 3 July 1886, p. 17; DO, 13 July 1887, p. 6; Week, 14 July 1888, p. 7; EO, 15 July 1889, p. 4, 1 
Augustl892, p. 4. 
" '"£0,1 August 1892, p. 4. 
^ Of die 703 females who had stayed at die Lodge between June 1886 and June 1887 only 201 were 
immigrants. DO, 13 July 1887, p. 6. 
^^ Week, 19 September 1885, p. 273. 
" " D O , 13 July 1887, p. 6. 
'" EO, 3 August 1891, p. 6, 1 August 1892, p. 6. 
""BC,2 August 1913, p. 6. 
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Classes, social teas and annual reunions.'^^ The 1892 annual report informs that 
cookery classes were to be expanded on the "Kensington" model and organised for 
mornings and aftemoons as well as evenings, making the Lodge a quasi-college for 
domestic servants. Girls and women, young and not-so-young, not employed as 
domestic servants were encouraged to attend the cookery lessons also as poorly planned 
and cooked 'dinners', ominously, led to "... disordered digestion, and discontent and 
tiouble in the household."'^^ The Lodge also supported a course on practical nursing.'^' 
At annual reunions the Govemor's wife as patron of the Lodge traditionally deUvered a 
didactic lecture to those present. For example. Lady Norman in the 1890s had advised 
them on the matters of not spending too much of their wages on "finery", one the need 
for "thrift and obedience" and "... on the advantages they would gain by remaining for 
long periods in the same situations."'^* Indeed, to encourage loyalty to the employer, 
girls who remained in the one "situation" for more than one year were awarded a 
certificate from the Lodge.'^' 
Conclusion 
JoumaUst John Plummer of the London Graphic, who visited the capital in 1880 
averred, "The great defect of Brisbane appears to consist in the deficiency of means of 
intellectual recreation."'^" Percy Clarke, who stayed in Brisbane later in the decade 
concurred with Plummer, commenting that he was strack by the lack of facilities and 
institutions for "mental improvement", especially for "tiie poorer classes" '^ * This 
chapter has revealed that from the early 1880s the rational recreation movement began 
"^^£0,1 August 1891, p. 4; Week, 3 July 1886, p. 14,20 July 1889, p. 11. 
"^*£0,1 Augustl892,p.6. 
" " £ 0 , 1 August 1892, p. 6. 
"^ 'BC, 21 August 1893, p. 6. 
"^"BC, 21 August 1893, p. 6. 
930 Queensland Punch, 1 September 1880, p. 183. 
Percy Clarke, The 'New Chum' in Australia or the Scenery, Life, and Manners of Australians in Town 
and Country, London, JS Virtue and Co., 1886, p. 254. 
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to advocate for the promotion of venues for 'cerebral' activities in the city. Lobbying 
for the estabUshment of Ubraries and reading rooms was vociferous and based upon the 
unitary nature of "universal culture" and bourgeois 'high' cultural products. A genuine 
desire to expose the plebeian masses to bourgeois elite culture as a civilising event 
underpinned this section of the broader moral reform and rational recreation 
movement(s). 
The movement for institutes, schools of arts, mutual improvement societies and literary 
and debating groups and associations grew in the last decade of the nineteenth century 
and in the years leading up to 1914. Conforming to a general pattem, these agencies of 
rational recreation, evolved mainly within the city's churches - Protestant and Roman 
Catholic. While the institute, for instance St John*s Young Men's Institute, was a 
product of dedicated fund raising by persons interested in its establishment and suffered 
in times of stiaitened financial circumstances within the parish, its survival was based 
upon its adaptability. Indeed, for institutes such as St John's, appeal lay in expanding 
the educational focus originally intended to become more 'club-like' For the greater 
number of institutions referred to in this chapter, however, a more tiaditional 'serious' 
educational orientation was maintained. This inevitably served to restrict membership, 
mainly to those seeking 'self-improvement' opportunities from the working class -
usually from 'respectable' family backgrounds - and lower middle class persons 
desirous of accraing cultural capital. 
Again, as for girls' clubs discussed in chapter three, the estabUshment of institutes for 
young women and especially those catering to more plebeian pations were motivated in 
large part by a desire to negate the 'corrapting temptations' of the stieet, with the 
potential for sexual Ucentiousness in the city figuring highly in the anxiety of rational 
recreationists. Indeed, "moral protection" ranked a major undertaking in young 
women's institutes. In addition to an educational focus, these institutes offered courses, 
like girls' clubs, in "useful domestic arts" as marriage lures, and promoted sports if the 
demand was evident or considered fitting. 
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Despite the growing number of mutual improvement type venues in Brisbane from the 
mid-1880s, the majority attached to the Churches, this form of rational recreation 
institution was viewed by a significant body of the city's youth workers -
predominantly evangelicals - as neglected by the various Churches. This neglect 
required remedy, which was sought in relation to, but independent of the Churches. 
Indeed, the belief that Christian sociability was required urgentiy as bedrock for 
reforming leisure in Brisbane in the light of the social and cultural cleavages emergent 
in the period became a 'popular' notion in rational recreation circles. This was all the 
more so given the presence in the city of the Young Men's Christian Association -
upon which many leisure reformers pinned their hopes repeatedly from the 1860s, and 
which forms the topic of chapter six to follow. 
"^ ^ QFreeman, 15 August 1884, p. 8. 
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of the Brisbane Young Men's Christian Association, 1864-1914.'" 
Any consideration of institutions established for the provision of rational recreation in 
Brisbane must include an analysis of the Young Men's and Women's Christian 
Associations. The reason for this being quite simple: both of these organisations 
emerged in the mid-to-late nineteenth century and - testament to their adaptability -
survive into the twenty-first century as viable entities. In the case of the latter 
Association Aline Gillespie has produced an interesting monograph and an MA thesis 
detaiUng its history, obviating the need for coverage in this dissertation.'^'* The YMCA 
on the other hand has been served poorly by Queensland's social and cultural 
historians. Indeed, despite the longevity of the Association, dating back to the mid-
1860s, only one short pamphlet has been produced, by Ex-President Dr Joe Goodall, 
investigating its development.'^^ In all probability the most compelling reason for this 
particular lacuna in our knowledge of Queensland cultural and social history has been 
the seeming disinterest in leisure and recreation as topics worthy of serious and 
sustained consideration by the academy, as related in the intioduction. Another reason 
for the absence of systematic analysis of the Brisbane Association may well be the 
difficulties inherent in researching its development in the formative years 1864 to 1914 
(and beyond). 
Fundamentally, research on the YMCA for this period presents harrowing difficulties in 
locating primary source materials, occasioned by the paucity of records generated by 
"^ ^ YMCA, A Busy Winter for Men and Boys, Brisbane, YMCA, 1909. The substance of this chapter was 
presented to the YMCA conference, 'The Challenge of the Time", sponsored by the YMCA of Brisbane 
and the Brisbane History Group, at YMCA House, Brisbane, on 8 June 1997.1 would like to register my 
appreciation for the conference organisers allowing me the opportunity to present the paper. 
"'"' Aline Gillespie, Widening Horizons: The YWCA in Queensland 1888-1988, Brisbane, The Young 
Women's Christian Association of Queensland Inc., 1995, 'Widening Horizons: The YWCA in 
Queensland 1888-1988', MA thesis. Department of History, University of Queensland, 1996. 
"" Joe Goodall, A Brief History of the YMCA of Brisbane Inc. 1864-1988: Including the 1988 annual 
report of The YMCA of Brisbane Inc., The State Council of the YMCAs of Queensland Inc, Queensland, 
YMCA, 1988. 
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the Association that remain extant. Thus, for the purposes of reconstracting a history 
of the organisation between the 1860s and 1914 primary reliance is placed on reports 
on the Association pubUshed in the local press, which has involved an arduous process 
of retrieval of documentation pertinent to this chapter. The task was made slightiy 
easier by the availabiUty at the John Oxley Library, the specialist Queensland history 
repository within the State Library of Queensland, of the Association's monthly 
joumal, the Young Man's Magazine - later re-named the Queensland Young Man - for 
the Edwardian years. It should be emphasised that the narrative following is far from a 
definitive account of the Brisbane YMCA's tiajectory in the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. Rather, it constitutes a tentative overview of phases in the 
development of the organisation. It is hoped though, that future historians will use this 
modest contribution to the history of the YMCA in the antipodes as a basis for a more 
sophisticated and detailed empirical appraisal of this under-studied institution par 
excellence of rational recreation. 
The purpose of the YMCA is outlined by JT Massey, author of a national overview of 
the Associations in Australia: 
Foremost in the Y.M.C. A. conception is the building of Christian character. It 
aims at educating young men and boys in the Christian idea of improving 
themselves physically, socially, intellectually and spiritually, that they might be 
Ufted into an honest relation with themselves into a more considerate cooperation 
with their fellows and the community, and into a more reverent and worshipful 
relation with God. AlUed to this task is the teaching of a wholesome and 
constractive use of leisure - the use of leisure for the building of the body, for the 
securing of health, for vigorous play, for rest, for growth in vocational knowledge 
and in culture, for fellowship as members of congenial purposeful groups, for 
unselfish service, for the stiidy of problems of life and of citizenship.'^' 
936 The explanation for this was given to me in a personal communication firom Dr Joe Goodall, who 
recalled the disposal from headquarters in the 1970s of boxes full of Association records from the 
nineteentii and early twentieth cenUiries. Holding a doctorate in Queensland history Dr Goodall was 
certainly not responsible for the decision leading to this act of archival vandalism! Personal 
communication with Dr Joe Goodall, 8 June 1997 
"" Undated report of the Brisbane YMCA cited in, JT Massey, "The YMCA in Australia: A history, 
Melboume, FW Cheshire, 1950, p. 322. 
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While demonsfrating stiategic adaptability and an understanding of changing contexts 
in which the organisation has found itself since its beginning in 1844, it has remained 
faithfiil to its original aim as expounded under the intemationally ratified Paris Basis of 
1855, namely: 
The Young Men's Christian Association seeks to unite those young men who, 
regarding Jesus Christ as their God and Saviour according to the Holy Scriptiu-es, 
desire to be His disciples in their faith and in their life, and to associate their 
efforts for the extension of His Kingdom among young men.'^ * 
Origins of the YMCA 
The 'origin' of the YMCA in London on 6 June 1844 in the Uving rooms of George 
WilUams, a draper's assistant in the shop of Hitchcock and Rogers, and its phenomenal 
growth into an intemational movement - at present comprising 14 000 local 
associations with 45 000 000 members in 122 countries - has been told often requiring 
no detailed repetition here.'^' Indeed, the massive growth in the early decades of the 
intemational Association was quite remarkable. For instance, by 1910 it boasted 820 
643 members organised into 76 781 agencies, 1 239 full-time Secretaries and real estate 
to the value of £10 257 815.''*" In Austialia and New Zealand twenty-one centres with 
19 007 members were in existence by 1912, with over 1 500 attached to the Brisbane 
Association in both 1913 and 1914, apparently making it as popular "... as any 
association south of the Equator" '** 
"^ * Goodall, A Brief History of the YMCA of Brisbane Inc. 1864-1988, p. 6. The Paris Basis signaUed the 
formal intemationalisation of the Association through the establishment of a World Alliance of YMCA's. 
"^ " For an unsurpassed account of the formation of the YMCA see Clyde Binfield, George Williams and 
the YMCA: A study in Victorian social attitudes, London, Heinemann, 1973; Massey, The YMCA in 
Australia, pp. 4-5. There had of course been other associations of Christian young men in Europe. 
Similar associations were established by 1845 in France, Switzerland, Canada, Germany, Netherlands 
and the United States of America. 
"^"CyA/, 30 April 1910, p. 6. 
*" YMCA, A Busy Winter, p. 36; DS, 13 September 1913, p. 4; table nine below 
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This institution, christened the Young Men's Christian Association, was designed 
primarily to provide support and companionship for young and impressionable males, 
overwhelmingly in white-collar employ and who were considered, in terms of Christian 
moral sensibiUty, in constant danger of succumbing to the temptations on offer in the 
turbulent modem city. AppeaUng initially to white collar workers in commercial and 
retail enterprises, such as shop assistants and clerks, its membership generally was 
drawn from what social sttatificationists would describe as the lower middle class of 
the emergent urban agglomerations fuelled by industiial growth in the 'western* 
capitalist economies. 
The development of Brisbane as the leading commercial, retail and industiial centie of 
Queensland is described in chapter one. However, it should be reiterated that the 
functional differentiation, which occurred in the capital's economic and social 
stractures from the mid-nineteenth century, spawned a relatively large retail and 
commercial sector staffed by a raft of young male, and female, shop assistants, clerks 
and sundry others, who identified less as working class than as lower middle class, if 
not in income, then in status and, concomitantly, 'respectability' Chapter one also 
outUned the 'temptations' conceming to Brisbane's moral reform movement in the 
period. 
One of the points made in chapter one was that while certainly not London - home on a 
massive scale to tavems, brothels, gambling dens, public houses, bawdy theaties and 
other arenas of licentious entertainment - Brisbane nevertheless was host to such 
phenomena, albeit on a much smaller scale. The fears held for the fate of young men in 
similar situations by young shop assistant George Williams, and others instmmental in 
founding the YMCA in London, were parallelled in the urban centies of the antipodes. 
Indeed, so similar were these fears that before Brisbane's population reached 10 000, 
moral reformers dedicated to combating 'temptation' had transported the Association 
format into the town. 
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Unfortunately, the documentation retrieved during the research process has not lent 
itself to the provision of concrete data on the Association's membership in terms of 
social class origins. Certainly, in his doctoral dissertation on voluntary youth 
organisations in Victoria, David Maunders avers that he detects a change in the 
Association's perspective in the early twentieth century where it de-emphasised 
'rescue' work among subaltem youth to concentrate on 'preventative' work with the 
sons of the middle class and the upper working class as "... the prime target" ''*^  
Similarly, writing some decades earlier of the British organisation AUcia Percival, avers 
that the primary target group for the YMCA was "... the respectable lads of the 'lower 
middle class' mostly engaged in business, and by no means without economic 
stability.""*^ 
Some support for these statements can be derived from JJ Virgo, General Secretary of 
the Adelaide Association who, speaking at the sixth YMCA Intercolonial Conference in 
1892, claimed that the audience for "boys' work" attached to the Associations in 
AustiaUa should be, "The class of boys... employed in shops, offices, and warehouses, 
and not the poorer classes, as it had been proved by experience that the two classes 
would not mix."''*^ Indeed, this was also the conclusion drawn by supporters when the 
Association entered what I have called its "missionary phase" in the 1880s, which 
extended to work with newsboys and other 'rough' working class youth. 
1864-1881: Unsuccessful Beginnings 
Reflecting inadequate research, the only national survey of the YMCA extant, compiled 
by JT Massey, dates the beginnings of the institution at Brisbane incorrecUy in 1875.'"*^ 
In reality, the Association in Queensland originated at a meeting of thirteen young men 
"*^  Maunders suggests this change was precipitated by increasing professional leadership with the 
Victorian YMCA and to the existence of 'specialist premises'. David Maunders, 'Keeping Them Off die 
Streets', 1987, p. 53. 
^^ Percival, Youth Will Be Led, p. 41. 
*"* £0,27 May 1892, p. 7. 
^^ Massey, The YMCA. in Australia, p. 568. 
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held in Brisbane on the evening of Monday 1 August 1864, constituting the sixth 
Association founded in Australia at that time.''*^ The meeting was advertised in the 
Courier, and despite the relatively poor tum out the thirteen present declared their 
intention to establish a branch of the institiition. At the foUowing meeting officers were 
elected and rales drafted and the decision taken to base the Association at the offices of 
Mr A Slaughter, in Queen Street's Building Society Rooms.'"*' The formation of the 
YMCA in Brisbane was greeted with enthusiasm by the local press. For instance, the 
Queensland Daily Guardian extolled, "Its objects are the improvement of the moral and 
intellectual condition of our young men; and, we think, that it will supply a want which 
has long been felt in the community", continuing, "We sincerely commend the 
institution to the public, and trast tiiat the efforts of those who are engaged in its 
formation may meet with the success that they deserve." 
During its first year of existence some seventy young men became members, drawn 
from across a number of denominations. While avowedly interdenominational, in line 
with the Association's intemational policy, it eschewed evangelical outieach work in its 
early years, preferring to recmit members from the ranks of actively Christian young 
men to a programme of Bible Study and pious contemplation. However, in addition to 
the regular devotional meetings, the Brisbane Association experimented with Friday 
evening social gatherings that took on the mutual improvement format of lectures and 
discussion. The foundational purpose of the organisation. Christian sociability, 
remained firmly at the centre of Association life, witnessed in the expansion of its 
devotional activities in 1865 and 1866.'"*' Despite what was considered by the leaders 
of the Association as a promising beginning, it fell into abeyance some time later in the 
decade. 
""* The others were Adelaide (1850), Kooringa, a copper mining town in Soudi Australia (1850), 
Melboume (1853), Sydney (1853) and Hobart (1854). Massey, The YMCA in Australia, p. 34. Joe 
Goodall claims that the first YMCA formed in the Australian colonies - die Adelaide Branch of the 
London YMCA - is dated to 1851. Goodall, A Brief History of the YMCA of Brisbane Inc. 1864-1988, p. 
4. 
""'BC, 5 August 1864, p. 2. 
"•** Queensland Daily Guardian, 5 August 1864, p. 2. 
""" Goodall, A Brief History of the YMCA of Brisbane Inc. 1864-1988, p. 6; BC, 5 August 1865, p. 4. 
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Given the paucity of data, explaining its demise in the later 1860s can only be a matter 
of speculation, although the most likely reasons are a combination of the Association's 
social exclusivity, the relatively small numbers of eUgible young men stemming from 
Brisbane's relatively slow population growth in the latter 1860s and the after effects of 
the devastating econonuc crash and depression of 1866.'^" In terms of social exclusivity 
and the Association, requirements for the grant of membership were quite onerous with 
potential members not only having to be nominated by another member but also, 
according to the seventh rale, the membership committee was empowered to "enquire 
as to suitability" of the person applying for membership.'^ * 
Between 1867 and 1875 it appears that the Association was defunct, emerging in the 
latter year only to stumble through the next half-decade to 1880 in uninspired fashion. 
Further, in an attempt to attract members the 'new' YMCA operated more as a secular 
literary and debating society, with classes on religious subjects optional.'^^ The second 
incidence of the Association disintegrating eventuated in 1880 for reasons difficult to 
discem. However, two years later in 1882 the second rebirth of the Brisbane YMCA 
took place in the midst of enormous economic and population growth, which heralded, 
it was hoped, the commencement of a new era of prosperity and success for the 
Association, placing it on a firm footing within Queensland's capital city. The 
development of the organisation between 1882 and 18891 have labelled the 'Mission 
Phase' in light of its orientation to an evangelical outreach perspective, to which we 
shall now tum. 
1882-1889: The Mission Phase 
The third attempt at igniting interest in the Brisbane Association was serendipitous, 
occurring as an unforseen consequence of the tiansfer of Mr JO McLean from Adelaide 
to manage the Brisbane offices of Harper & Co. McLean had been a stalwart of the 
"^ ° Fitzgerald, A History of Queensland, pp. 125-131. 
"^ 'BC, 6 August 1864, p. 4. 
"" Goodall, A Brief History of the YMCA of Brisbane Inc. 1864-1988, pp. 4-5. 
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YMCA in Adelaide and had observed the dynamic North American Association at first 
hand.'^ ^ Due to his efforts, and those of the Convenor, JSW South, who obtained 
Uterature from the United States of America relating to establishing and operating small 
societies, in early October 1882 a number of the city's leading businessmen met at the 
Town Hall with the aim of reviving the moribund organisation. Over one hundred 
persons attended the meeting, with sixty committing to membership should a new 
Association be established.' '* 
McLean's famiharity with advances in YMCA operations, both overseas and in the 
more progressive southem capitals, led to agreement, following a series of meetings, 
that the programme of a new organisation in Brisbane should extend beyond the 
devotional meetings and/ or literary and debating society type format adopted by 
previous incamations of the Association.'^^ This new programme was indeed wider in 
orientation than its predecessors, encompassing a religious component in the form of 
Bible classes and prayer meetings, and an array of 'self-improvement' activities like 
educational classes and participation in the elocution club.'^^ 
Drawing on North American and British experiences, relayed by McLean, popular 
sports were included in the programme, commencing with a YMCA cricket club.'^' 
However, as will be demonstiated in what follows, YMCA piety, despite McLean's 
insistence on the inclusion of a developed recreational focus for YMCA activity, got 
the better of any ludic initiatives. Last, in common with clubs and institutes of the 
"" Goodall, A Brief History of the YMCA of Brisbane Inc. 1864-1988, p. 4. 
954 Queenslander, 7 October 1882, p. 463. 
"" Goodall, A Brief History of the YMCA of Brisbane Inc. 1864-1988, p. 4. 
956 QFreeman, 15 February 1887, p. 3. By 1887 courses in madiematics, grammar, shorthand and 
penmanship had been put in place. 
957 In the 1860s the British Association's shifted from a narrowly evangelistic focus to one diat included, 
according to Peter Bailey, "cautious doses of recreation" This ti-end continued into the 1870s where the 
organisation, in Hendrick's words, "... made a conscious effort to recmit more adolescent and working-
class members, and extended its interests to include additional recreational and sporting facilities." 
Bailey, Leisure and Class in Victorian England, pp. 93-95; Hendrick, Images of Youth, p. 158. 
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period an employment bureau was created 958 
In Une with the 'professionalising' tendency, emerging stiongly within the intemational 
organisation, and in what Goodall describes as "... a bold and confident step", the 
resurrected YMCA appointed a paid General Secretary, Fred Ransom, in May 1883.'^' 
Also, an attempt to create solidity was made with the procuring of new premises, 
obtained with a loan acquired under the tmsteeship of a number of members. The 
philanthropists instramental in this particular proposed re-invention of the Association 
in Brisbane were perhaps more the hard headed business type than those associated 
previously with the organisation. Following the stratagem adopted by Williams and his 
co-founders the links between the world of commercial enterprise and the YMCA, they 
insisted, had of necessity to be forged. The reasons for this were at least twofold. 
First, as a philanthropic institution the Association inevitably needed a sound financial 
basis and businessmen were one of the wealthier sections of the community. Second, 
successful businessmen were regarded in Victorian and Edwardian bourgeois ideology 
as the archetypal model for youth to emulate. In this conception, businessmen were 
seen to encapsulate the core values of capitalist enterprise - competitiveness, 
individualism, thrift and 'level-headedness'. However, not any businessman would do 
for the Association's purposes. RP Adams, for example, declared that the future success 
of the proposed Association would depend on "... a good Christian business man 
[being] at the head of the Association."'^ Adams was not to be disappointed, as the 
soUd Christian commercial identity, the Honourable WilUam Pettigrew MLC, was 
chosen the first president of the revamped Association.'^ * 
"^ * Goodall, A Brief History of the YMCA of Brisbane Inc. 1864-1988, p. 6. 
"*" Goodall, A Brief History of the YMCA of Brisbane Inc. 1864-1988, p. 5. 
"*° Queenslander, 1 October 1882, p. 463. 
"*' Week, 28 October 1882, p. 413. Pettigrew, a staunch Presbyterian, listed his occupation as sawmiller. 
He was bom in Ayrshire, Scotiand, in 1825 and arrived in Queensland in 1849. In 1853 he erected the 
first steam sawmill in Queensland before establishing the large Dundathur Mill in Maryborough. He was 
also a Director of the Suburban Building Society and Mayor of Brisbane in 1870-1871. Pettigrew was 
appointed to the upper house in 1877 and sat until 1894, when he was declared insolvent. Waterson, A 
Biographical Register, p. 150. 
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The capacity of the organisation to offer young men and boys positional advantage in 
the labour market was deployed as a membership draw card from the 1880s. There is 
no clearer example of this than in the following advertisement intended to attract 
members to the Association: 
Are you leaving school? Do you want a job? Do you want to better your position? 
We are in close touch with some of the best firms in all classes of trade and 
manufacture in the city, and will help you get the position you require, whether it 
be office, warehouse, or factory. Register your name at the office, and we may be 
QUO 
able to better your position. 
However, tangible 'retums' accraing to the business community for its support was the 
major marketing stiategy of the Brisbane YMCA prior to, and after, 1914. What the 
Association claimed it produced in the young men, and later boys, that it worked with, 
was a sense of corporate loyalty and a citizen imbued with a sense of patriotism. Some 
employers were clearly supportive of the Association's intended role as social engineer. 
To skip forward to 1907, President of the YMCA, Walter Henry Bames MLA, a 
successful business man in his own right, was emphatic that the Association was 
beneficial to enterprise, stating: 
... their work could only succeed in so far as it had the help of business men who 
recognised that the association was making better young men by giving them 
better surroundings. The object of the association was to make those who came 
under its influence realize that a higher power govemed and guarded them, 
leading them to become loyal and patriotic, with a mission to perform in assisting 
the development of this great country on lines which could only be permanent in 
so far as they tended to develop tme manhood.'^ ^ 
Similariy, Robert Philp, a Premier of Queensland and one of the colony/ state's most 
successful business men intoned that supporting the Association, "... was a good 
"" YMCA, A Busy Winter, p. 42. 
BC, 8 July 1907, p. 5. Bames was an Australian bom produce merchant of working class origin. A 
Methodist, he evinced a great interest in philanthropy, also being elected to the Presidency of the Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty and the Brisbane City Mission. Waterson, A Biographical Register, p. 9. He 
was a conservative politician with avowedly anti-socialist views. Telegraph, 15 May 1907, p. 9. 
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investment for their money, because it made better servants, more tmstworthy and 
better men of their employees, and he believed it also helped to make better 
employers." An important avenue for instilling values Unked to industrial efficiency 
and support for free enterprise economics was the YMCA joumal, the Queensland 
Young Man. For instance, in April 1914 an article titied "The Secret of Success", 
enjoined the young men of the Association to: 
Become more efficient 
Avoid mistakes and work with as little supervision as possible 
Do what you can do and what you should do for the institution for which you are 
working... 
Forget yourself in rendering service to others 
If an employee strive to make yourself of greater value to your employer 
Think of yourself as being in business for yourself.'^ ^ 
Another publication, A Busy Winter for Men and Boys, expounded the same theme, 
suggesting that employers should support the Association "BECAUSE a higher grade 
of character is a commercial commodity".'^ Certainly, a commonly held belief was 
that employers preferred to recmit from organisations like the YMCA due to the 
perception that the young men clove to higher moral standards.'^' The vocational 
classes offered by the Boys' Department in the second decade of the twentieth century 
were specifically promoted to "... cause the businessmen to look at the Brisbane 
Y.M.C.A. for office boys."'^* The local press also encouraged the greater involvement 
of employers in the development of the Association. Not only was the "... moral habits 
"*^  BC, 8 July 1907, p. 5. Sir Robert Philp KCMG, a Glaswegian bom entrepreneur led the conservative 
political forces in Queensland in the 1890s and into the early twentieth century. In the northern town of 
Townsville Philp co-founded and acted as Managing Director of the commercial giant Biuns, Philp & 
Co. He also had substantial interests in the Queensland Steamship Co., the Australian United Steam 
Navigation Co., and the Queensland Insurance Company. Waterson, A Biographical Register, p. 151. 
"" QYM, 20 April 1914, p. 2. 
"" YMCA, A Busy Winter, p. 6. 
"" Daily Mail, 19 August 1908, p. 4 (hereafter, DM). 
"** QYM, 1 January 1908, p. 15. 
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969 
of young men... a matter of vast importance to the morality of commerce", but the 
future well being of the Association was presented as a solid commercial investment: 
We have heard the complaint made that the young men who come as junior 
employees into our warehouses and public offices are not so reliable as they used 
to be... It is said that they look too exclusively to immediate material 
considerations, and that they fail to maintain the old standard of faithful service. 
Given these statements for what they are worth, we should be greatiy surprised to 
find that business men do not greatiy prefer the service of principle to the service 
of convenience. Taking the lowest point of view, it will pay our citizens to secure 
as far as possible the service which will be as faithful and efficient behind their 
backs as under their eyes. We question whether any investment will in the end 
give such a retum to our commercial and public men as that which efficiently 
maintains institutions Uke the Y.M.C.A.' 
And, indeed, for the Queensland Young Man, what was good for the employer was also 
good for the nation. For example, the author of "The Heritage of Youth", published in 
June 1913, reminded its young (male) adult readers that: 
... he is part of a great nation, and are of a long line of human beings, whose first 
duty is "to serve", he must constantiy be reminded that what privileges he has are 
but a trast placed in his hands by the State, that his physical development and 
well ordering of his body is to give him stiength for the working of a cultured 
brain, for the good of the State."* 
Practically, the conservative political philosophy of the Association, underpinned by its 
support of the dominant social order - manifest at times of acute social stiess - was 
evident in the active role played by Association members as stiikebreaking Special 
Constables in the 1912 Brisbane General Strike, following an appeal for recraits issued 
by the YMCA management. Indeed, some five years eariier Edwin Fowles had urged 
the YMCA to participate in Queensland affairs so that it"... might stand for cleaner 
poUtics.""^ 
"*" Telegraph, 30 May 1892, p. 4. 
"™ BC, 29 September 1900, p. 4. 
971 QYM, 1 June 1913, pp. 12-14, p. 13 
972 QYM, 30 March 1912, pp. 11-13. At die end of die strike the constables presented a "liberal" cheque 
to the YMCA, which was accepted gratefully; BC, 21 August 1907, p. 5. 
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To retum to the latter months of 1882, the inaugural meeting of the third Brisbane 
YMCA was held in rooms hired by the new Association in EUzabeth Street on 8 
December 1882. It proved to be a gala event, attracting the town's leading citizens - lay 
and clerical. Anglican Bishop Matthew Hale spoke at the meeting praising the 
organisations avowed aim of combating 'temptation': 
He was always glad to hear of any movement, scientific or social, likely to keep 
young men's minds occupied and to keep them out of mischief; but it was only by 
dependence upon tiie grace of God in their hearts that they could be kept in time 
of stiong temptation, and it was such a dependence, he understood, upon which 
this society was based."^ 
Hale believed that instilling Christian moral values through the Association's religious 
programme was the best guarantee of producing "appropriate' citizenship tiaits. This 
belief was shared widely within the new Association. 
Kathleen Heasman has described ably the tiansformation that took place in 
evangelicalism through the nineteenth century from an obsession with a highly personal 
path to salvation to "... an active benevolence which attempted to demonstiate the spirit 
of Christ by helping other people who were in need.""'* Between 1882 and 1889 the 
outlook of the Association contiasted markedly with the smaU devotionally oriented 
and quietist Association's of the 1860s and 1870s. Becoming imbued with a new found 
zeal for the social gospel and 'practical Christianity' that took shape most typically in 
Association-based mission and social work. In this regard Christian outieach to the 
poorer sections of the Brisbane community was undertaken when in August 1883 a 
Youths' Mission was founded, operating out of a hall in Queen Street provided gratis 
by a local philanthropist. 
"^ ^ Queenslander, 9 December 1882, p. 836. 
"^ ^ Heasman, Evangelicals in Action, p. 28. 
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The aim of the Mission was stated as the "gathering in" of the children roaming the 
streets and back-lanes of the city."^ By the niid-1880s this work appears to have 
focused specifically on combating the 'deviant' leisure of the city's newsboys, a 
chapter in the story related in chapters three and four."^ It appears though that the 
experiment in providing rational recreation to newsboys in the mid-1880s was 
977 
unsuccessful, as was the YMCA Newsboys' Institute formed in 1893. To provide 
accommodation and "wholesome" amusement for visiting sailors a Seamen's Mission 
was inaugurated at the beginning of 1884."* For workers resident in the city, perhaps 
based in one of the numerous boarding houses, a free reading room was established as a 
counterattiaction to the public house.'" The founding and management of these 
additions to the Association was facilitated by thirty volunteer evangelical workers 
attached to it at the end of 1883.'*° 
The pace of implementing the social gospel slowed in 1884, although a Mission to the 
Neglected Children was ushered into existence towards the end of the year 1884.'** 
Moreover, an ambitious and hectic religious programme was instituted involving a 
Sunday Bible Class, workers' meetings on Monday evenings, a prayer meeting was 
organised for Friday nights and a reUgious service followed by conversation was the 
feature of Saturday evenings. A Uterary and debating society, which met on Tuesday 
evenings at 8pm, was the token recreational activity.'*^ Outreach work cohered and 
further expanded throughout 1885, with the intioduction of tract distribution among 
boarding house lodgers and the setting up of visiting committees for both the hospital 
and immigration depot. 
" " Week, 20 October 1883, p. 375. 
"^*BC, 2 January 1886, p. 4. 
" " BC, 2 January 1886, p. 4, 26 August 1893, p. 5. 
""" Week, 26 January 1884, p. 86. 
"^" Week, 1 November 1884, p. 415. 
"*" QFreeman, 15 September 1883, pp. 8-9. 
"*' Week, 20 September 1884, p. 279. 
"*^  Week, 8 November 1884, p. 439. 
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The Association also entered the poUtical fray as part of the temperance movement, an 
activity maintained on the eve of World War One.'*^ Coordinating the mission work 
was the newly formed Social Department.'*^ Clearly, such expansion was ambitious for 
what was still a fledgling Association and ultimately can be constraed instmmental in 
the decline of the third attempt at placing the YMCA on a firm footing in Brisbane. The 
'mission phase' also witnessed the displacement of a large chunk of the 'purer' 
recreational side of the Association. The balanced programme drafted with the input of 
McLean in 1882 had become lop-sided, with a Christian outieach social work 
perspective dominating its affairs. Indeed, the expansion of such an activity base was an 
important factor in the undoing of the third Brisbane YMCA, reflected in membership 
decline from 218 in 1883 to 150 by 1888, accompanied by escalating indebtedness 
peaking at £950 in the 1887 financial year, shown in table seven over.'*^ 
' " Goodall, A Brief History of the YMCA of Brisbane Inc. 1864-1988, p. 6; YMM, 1 January 1900, p. 8. 
'*" Queenslander, 1 November 1885, p. 745. 
"" EO, 20 October 1888, p. 131. 
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Table Seven. YMCA Credit and Debit Accounts, 1883-1912 ,986 
Year 
1883 
1887 
1888 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1894 
1896 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1905 
1906 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
Credit (£) 
-
-
~ 
~ 
~ 
-
~ 
-
36 
59 
-
~ 
10 
66 
379 
-
5 
~ 
-
Debit (f) 
30 
950 
100 
100 
164 
346 
225 
199 
~ 
— 
39 
0.4 
-
~ 
-
564* 
~ 
107 
55 
* With the completion of the new YMCA building in 1909 the organisation boasted assets 
of £26 764. 
Sources: YMCA Annual Reports from, BC, Week, Queenslander and QYM. 
In fact, by early 1887 it was clear that the Association was floundering. Observers of 
the predicament pointed to the inescapable fact that membership had failed to match the 
expansion of the YMCA's activities and infrastracture. Criticisms of the Association's 
operations, phrased at first constmctively, mounted through 1887 and were to have a 
great impact on its future. The main charge against the organisation was that it tended 
986 Based on available data. 
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towards fostering an inappropriate image; one that proved unattiactive to young men in 
the late nineteenth century. Indeed, an editorial in the Evening Observer in October 
1887 considered the current Association of being "... lugubrious, ultra-serious and too 
sanctimonious."'*' Further, close observers of the events unfolding were critical of the 
high-handed attitude of its board of management, considered by some as the chief 
reason for the parlous state of the organisation.'** To remedy this scenario, the editorial 
urged the need for a modemisation' programme to be adopted along Unes pursued in 
the United States of America, the United Kingdom, and as became apparent, Sydney. 
At the apex of this 'modemisation agenda' was the need to encourage sports, physical 
exercise and other "less serious" activities more palatable to male youth.'*' 
The need to provide a broader recreational programme was echoed by other 
commentators as they pointed to the social benefits of "Muscular Christianity" The 
moral and social 'benefits' generated through participation in amateur organised sports, 
seen from the perspective of youth reformers in the late Victorian and Edwardian years 
in Queensland, has been discussed previously in chapter three. To reiterate briefly, 
participation in these sports, especially by young males, developed 'character' and 
taught the values of competition, co-operation to attain objectives, courage, self-
sacrifice for the sake of the team and the abatement of selfish "instincts""^ In short, 
"Muscular Christianity" produced a "manly" countenance in the young man. The social 
utility of organised sports had a moral and spiritual dimension for proponents of the 
•physical' within the Association. For instance, JF Rogers, Physical Director in 1911, 
cited approvingly the work of leading North American YMCA identity Dr Lyman 
Abbott on the relationship between bodily discipUne and religious purity: 
The body is a temple; it is the God-given clothing of the spirit, which is made in 
his own image. The tme ideal then is not to disregard the body, but so to 
discipline it, that it may be the servant and not the master of the spirit. A pure 
"" EO, 20 October 1887, p. 4. 
" '"£0,20 October 1887, p. 4. 
"" EO, 20 October 1887, p. 4. 
""" QYM, 30 September 1911, p. 15. 
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soul in a pure body is the goal of trae religion - this, and not the extinction of the 
body, is the perfection of human nature." 
Therefore, the role of the YMCA Physical Director, as the position gathered to itself 
greater legitimacy, came to be seen as unquestionably important to the development of 
the "whole man" In this regard Rogers opined: 
We gymnastic teachers are not dealing only with bone and muscle, however, we 
are helping to build up character, to make the young man a good citizen, 
endeavouring to cultivate the man as a whole - for, try as people wiU, it is not 
possible to bisect or trisect him, he is a trinity. If this fact were realised by all who 
have to do with young men's work, what vastiy greater power for good they 
would exertl"^ 
For the YMCA's critics the emphasis on mission work and 'helping the less fortunate' 
were identified as weakness in orientation, ignoring the vital part of its charter -
creating the "whole man". Indeed, some critics pulled no punches, accusing the 
Association of fostering "Namby-pambyism, goody-goodiness, pietism, even cant...", 
declaring that, "What is wanted, and wanted especially among young men, is that 
sympathy with manly exercises and innocent pleasures, and even superiority in them, 
should be seen in conjunction with a reaUty and vigour in the Christian life.""^ 
William Brookes, an undoubtedly pious man, found the degree of "effeminacy" within 
the organisation a key factor in the downward spiral of its fortunes in 1887-1888. 
Commenting on the collapse and near demise of the third Brisbane YMCA, he 
expressed his disappointment at the management's inabiUty to adapt to 'modem' 
sensibilities: 
Young men found nothing in the institution attiactive. Sanctimoniousness 
gradually covered everything as a pall.... It was a place for the breeding of 
religious prigs. There was no fresh air at the meetings and its best friends 
""' QYM, 31 May 1911, pp. 15-16. 
""^gKA/, 31 May 1911, p. 16. 
""^£0,7 July 1888, p. 4. 
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Top: YMCA Australian Rules Football Team, cl911 
Bottom: YMCA Cricket Team, cl907 
Source: Joe Goodall, A Brief History of the YMCA of Brisbane Inc. 
1864-1988: Including the 1988 annual report of The YMCA of Brisbane 
Inc., The State Council of the YMCAs of Queensland Inc, Queensland, 
YMCA, 1988, p. 9. 
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despaired. It got into money straits 994 
This perception of effeminacy being a hallmark of the Association was, if the Daily 
Mail was correct, dispelled by the Edwardian period."^ By this time the organisation, it 
contended was properly 'masculinist' in approach and perspective, showing ".., to the 
world that a young man may be animated by lofty reUgious principles and yet be far 
removed from the effeminacy of a 'milksop'"."^ Retuming to the 1880s, a 
contemporary of Brookes, the Reverend W Osbome Lilley, an astute observer of the 
Association's affairs also considered the fundamental problem with the Association 
resided with its leadership: 
The condition of the Association in Brisbane at this time was unfortunate. Men of 
the goody-goody type with very little grasp of the fundamental traths of religion 
or possession of moral stamina, had somehow or other taken the lead in its 
operations, and had given an air of pretentious piety to it, without those necessary 
accessories of social enjoyment and intellectual brightness which must ever be 
associated with it to attiact and benefit young men. 
Intemal dissension burgeoned throughout 1888 to the extent that by mid-Febmary of 
the next year, with the finances in a sorry state also, the board of management declared 
its intention to wind up the Association's affairs. Upon receiving this news an enraged 
membership exchanged accusations of culpabiUty with the board at a special 
meeting."* Some placed the blame squarely on the shoulders of the "tight-fisted" 
public and fickle support of local business, the latter being a recurrent complaint of the 
YMCA board, who thought that despite their industry friendly programmes business 
and the wealthier of Brisbane's citizens did not take the organisation "quite 
""•* W Osbome Lilley, Life of the Hon. William Brookes: A distinguished Queensland citizen, Brisbane, 
General Printing Works, 1902, p. 156. Brookes, who served in both the legislative assembly and council, 
conducted a successful ironmongery business in Brisbane. He was an ardent Methodist. Waterson, A 
Biographical Register, p. 21. 
""^  For this accusation see Thomas Hughes, The Manliness of Christ, London, Macmillan & Co., 1894, 
pp. 5-7. As a supporter of muscular Christianity Hughes was concemed to rebut the accusation. 
DM, 19 August 1908, p. 4. See also the recent work of Crotty, Making the Australian Male. 
""^  Lilley, Life of the Hon. William Brookes, p. 156. 
""* EO, 11 February 1889. p. 51.15 February 1889, p. 61. 
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seriously" ' " A further reason posited for its imminent demise centied on the notion 
that the religious and mission work intraded on that regarded by some as properly the 
domain of the Churches - a general belief held by persons not enamoured with the 
Association's modus operandi and the potential threat it represented to Church 
membership numbers.'°°° 
Despite the Courier intoning in 1895 that the "laudable" work of the YMCA stood in 
stark contiast to the disunity of the denominations, the criticisms emanating from the 
Churches continued throughout the period under consideration. *°°* An Evening 
Observer report on the plight of the Association at the time stated that"... to add to its 
many misfortunes, the association had aroused by its evangeUcal aspirations a feeling 
of antagonism in many of the Churches."*°°^ Indeed, nearly twenty years later this 
accusation still spoiled relations between some in the Churches and YMCA, forcing an 
avid proponent of the YMCA ideal, editor of the Queensland Young Man and 
prominent Brisbane churchman, the Reverend W Sweyn MacQueen, to defend the 
Association against what was a serious charge. 
For MacQueen the Association, rather than being a counter attraction to the Churches 
for young men, was "... the handmaiden of all the denominations."*^"^ Association 
Vice President in the mid-1890s, JC CoUedge, defended the institution's efforts at 
providing rational recreation across denominational lines, countering the arguments 
from sections of the Churches by expressing his disappointment with the establishment 
of institutes at this juncture - such as the Anglican Church Institute - established 
effectively in competition with the YMCA (see chapter five). Indeed, so disturbed was 
he with the proposition of the Church Institute in 1895 that he extended an 
999 
QYM, 1 July 1905. p. 1; Massey, The YMCA in Australia, p. 91. 
'"•^  Telegraph, 9 July 1907. p. 2; EO, 12 Febmary 1889, p. 5,16 Febmary 1889, p. 4; Week, 16 February 
1889, p. 6; QES, 3 December 1887. p. 446. 
"""BC. 7 May 1895. p. 4. 
'""^  EO, 12 February 1889. p. 5. 
""'^ei'M.l June 1905, pp. 1-2. 
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unreciprocated offer to its founder, the Reverend MJ Stone-Wigg, to meet to discuss a 
stiategy that could "... cement tiie two forces" *°"^  General Secretary in 1893, WC 
Reading, sought to allay such fears stating that, "... the class they wanted to get at was 
the non church-going young men. They wanted to attiact them by games, intellectual 
recreations, and manly sports."*""^ The Evening Observer bemoaned this stiategy 
however, positing that the failure of the organisation resided precisely in its "virtue" 
and speculated that "Its over benevolence drew around it a pauper class which drove 
away their betters.. ,"'°°^ 
However, the Baptist Church for one resented what it perceived as the arrogant and 
hectoring tone of the YMCA on issues conceming the various Churches' inadequate 
provision of rational recreation for the young male.*""' The Evangelical Standard by 
way of contrast was one of the few non-conformist organs still supportive of the 
Association, arguing that it played a vital role as a conduit for young males between the 
secular world and recraitment to the Churches.*""* Whatever the reasons for the 
imminent demise of the Association, it was evident to all concemed that concerted 
action and feasible stiategy was required to arrest its decUne, which constitutes the 
subject matter of the third phase identified in the organisation's development. 
1889-1892: Rebirth and Economic Depression 
Sensing imminent collapse, an ex-Sydney member now active in Brisbane, a Mr TM 
Hall, corresponded with his old Association requesting the assistance of a delegation 
from Sydney to assist in resurrecting the rapidly atiophying Brisbane Association. In a 
fratemal spirit, the Sydney organisation acceded, charging two of its leading members, 
dynamic 'modemiser' and General Secretary, David Walker, and Herbert Fairfax of the 
"**BC, 10 May 1895, p. 7. 
""^ BC, 20 December 1893, p. 4. 
"** EO, 16 February 1889, p. 4. 
'°°' QB, 1 March 1901, p. 29; QFreeman, 15 August 1884, p. 8. 
1008 Q^g 2 December 1887. p. 446. 
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board of management, with advising the Brisbane YMCA.*""' The decision to send 
Fairfax and Walker to Brisbane was, with hindsight, probably the most important in the 
history of the Association. Formally dissolving the organisation on 26 Febmary 1889, 
Walker immediately set about the promotion of the re-establishment of the Association 
on a "new basis."*"*" Perhaps enthused by brightening prospects for moral reform for 
young men who were believed to be at the stage of life when most "... in need of 
guidance, and most likely to be influenced by it whatever quarter it comes from", the 
local press assumed a cential role in promoting the reconstituted Association. For 
example, the Evening Observer, which tracked the troubles experienced by the 
organisation in the late 1880s, reflected: 
And do we need to point out the importance of the Y.M.C.A. to our own young 
men? Trained in schools from which the reUgious element has been excluded, 
imbued with notions of liberty which easily pass over into license, caught by the 
speculative mania, and dazzled by rapid fortune-making, demoraUsed perhaps by 
communistic notions, and allured by the omnipresent call to indulgence it were 
difficult to conceive of circumstances in which salutary influence were more 
needed, or of an institution better fitted to impart it than a well-equipped 
Y.M.C.A.*"** 
Walker's authoritative advice to those persons keen on re-forming the Association 
echoed the calls for it to meet the "all-round needs" of young men. In order to promote 
Christian manhood, he argued, mission work and prayer meetings must not be aUowed 
to swamp Christian sociability, based in wholesome mental and physical recreation.*"*^ 
Meeting only limited opposition to the proposals for diluting the overtly religious 
aspects of the Association's programme, Walkers' proposals were adopted finally on 21 
March, from which date the Brisbane YMCA officially adopted the "four-fold" or 
"four-square" programme - modelled on North American practice - the object of which 
was to promote the "moral, physical, mental and physical aspects of 
""" EO, 18 February 1889, p. 51. 
""" EO, 27 February 1889, p. 61 
" " ' £ 0 , 1 March 1889. p. 7. 
""^£0,1 March 1889, p. 4. 
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young manhood" *"*^  
The fourth Brisbane Association opened its new rooms in Elizabeth Street offlcially on 
6 August 1889, which boasted a reading room, gymnasium, lecture room and 
parlour.*"*'* Also, the Association had adopted a new constitution and designated five 
"classes of membership", which were to remain standard for the remainder of the 
period discussed in this dissertation. The first category of member was described as 
"Active" and included "Any young man over 18 years of age who is a member in good 
standing of an Evangelical Church or an active member of another Y.M.C.A." 
"Associate" membership was available to "... any young man of good moral 
character...", "Honorary" membership to, "Christian ministers and members who have 
rendered valuable services in the past", "Life" membership to "... anyone eligible to 
membership... on payment of £50", and finally, the "Subscribing" member was "... 
enrolled upon payment in advance of £1 per annum", or 10s if under eighteen years.*"*^ 
Membership of the Association was not particularly cheap, ranging from £2 2s to £1 for 
men, £1 to 15s for members aged fourteen to eighteen years and for those aged under 
fourteen years, 15s to lOs.*"*^  The organisation did not eschew totally Christian charity 
work in the 1890s (and into the 1900s), manifested in assisting young men find 
employment and lodgings in the depression and helping young male immigrants settle 
in to their new surroundings.*"*' However, under the influence of Walker and Fairfax, it 
declared an intention to boost its reputation as a provider of faciUties for the physical 
exercise component of the "four-square" programme, evidenced in the new rooms 
including a purpose-built gymnasium. In terms of guiding the fledgling organisation 
through the initial period of change Herbert Fairfax announced that he would remain in 
""^ Week, 30 March 1889, p. 8. 
"""£0,27 July 1889, p. 4. 
""* All membership classes granted full privileges but "Active" members alone possessed the right to 
vote at business meetings and hold office. EO, 2 April 1889, p. 6. 
^°^^BC, 12 March 1913, p. 6. 
""^ BC, 13 May 1895. p. 6.19 September 1901, p. 4. 
255 
Chapter Six 
"Where Brisbane's Manhood" 
Brisbane for an indeternunate period of time in the capacity of General Secretary.*"** 
Without fanfare the "four-square" programme was implemented, including the 
formation of debating, rambling and drawing clubs. Women, young and not-so-young, 
were encouraged to participate in the activities of the Association also.*"*' Hopes were 
high that expansion of the physical and mental branches of Association activity would 
serve to lure young men into joining the organisation, and a good deal of dynamism in 
leadership was observed. However, numerous obstacles to membership growth soon 
beset the Association. 
Despite an increasing emphasis on its recreational and social offerings many 
sympathisers still felt it suffered -justifiably or otherwise - an image problem among 
the young men of Brisbane as a staid institution out of touch with the pleasure 
"instinct" of the age.'"^" In a sense this criticism, given the new and more adaptable 
format of the Association, was rectifiable with time and effort. Of greater importance to 
the development of the new Association, armed with its "four-square" programme and 
'modernising' leadership, was the descent of the colony, including the capital city, into 
the turmoil induced by the severe economic depression of the early 1890s, the effects of 
which were compounded by devastating floods in the capital in 1893, rendering the 
Brisbane Association at a lower ebb than any of its southem counterparts.*"^* 
Strategies were deployed for surviving these dire economic times in the colony. In early 
1892 for instance, the Association's funds were augmented with the receipt of £400, 
raised at a bazaar organised by the Ladies' AuxiUary.'"^^ The paid services of Fairfax, 
who had been appointed General Secretary following his decision to remain in 
""* Week, 10 August 1889, p. 24. 
""" Goodall, A Brief History of the YMCA of Brisbane Inc. 1864-1988, p. 5. 
"'^''£0.27 May 1892, p. 7. 
' " ^ ' B C . 4 March 1893. p. 5. 
\(Y11 
EO, 30 July 1892. p. 4. The Ladies' Auxiliary had assisted in evangelical work in die 1890s. They 
also were involved widi fund raising, support work for the armed services and assisting migrants. 
Goodall, A Brief History of the YMCA of Brisbane Inc. 1864-1988, p. 11. Odier events where die 
participation of women was acceptable included concerts and "receptions" YMCA, Brisbane Young 
Men's Christian Association, Brisbane, YMCA. nd. p. 6. 
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Brisbane, were dispensed with in May 1892 as a cost saving measure. The editor of 
the Evening Observer, again fearing the Association's collapse, enjoined members and 
management to pull together and exert "conscientious and persistent effort" to keep the 
organisation afloat.*"^ '* Fairfax was replaced by W Reading as General Secretary, a 
position that circumstances had rendered honorary, who commenced stabilising the 
Association in August 1892.*"^ ^ Despite rearguard action of this nature being instituted 
by the board of management, the depression took its toll on the Association. In the 
midst of the economic downtum it was forced to compromise the "four-square" 
programme with the sale of its gymnasium apparatus to stave off indebtedness.*"^^ 
Further, in July 1894 the Brisbane YMCA barely avoided being declared defunct at a 
meeting of the board of directors.*"^' 
Unwilling to concede defeat - yet again - the directors sought to revive interest in the 
Association by securing premises more suited to its needs. They also managed to draw 
upon their considerable business acumen to reduce the organisation's liabilities to the 
extent that by mid-1895 mild optimism for the future could be detected. This more 
sanguine appreciation of the Association's circumstances persisted into 1896. With the 
Ufting of the economic depression in the capital, public donations recommenced and the 
support of some businesses was renewed. For example, one patemalistic employer not 
only donated a relatively large sum of money to the YMCA, but joined his employees 
at his cost.*"^ * Increasing funds allowed the retum of a paid General Secretary, although 
the wage was relatively low. More "attractive" premises were obtained in December at 
the Treasury Chambers in George Stieet, just preceding a concerted a membership 
' ""£0 ,30 July 1892, p. 4. 
'°^''£0,30 July 1892, p. 4. 
"*" EO, 2 August 1892, p. 5,10 September 1892, p. 5. 
" • " B C I Febraary 1899, p. 6. 
' " " B C D May 1895, p. 6. 
"•^^BC, 21 August 1896, p. 7. 
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recmiting campaign, which succeeded in doubling the membership 1029 
However, accompanying the positive features of the post-depression revival in the 
Association's fortunes, the reality was that the years 1897 to 1899 were chequered. The 
"four-square" programme was meeting with mixed success and a lack of finances 
continued to hamper the Association's consoUdation. One percipient commentator 
observed accurately the disadvantages the Brisbane organisation faced at this time 
compared to Associations based in the southem capitals in terms of Brisbane's 
relatively smaller number of wealthy benefactors that supported their respective 
Associations financially.*"^" In the case of Brisbane, it is possible that the attenuated 
nature of the city's elite culturally and financially, coupled with the wide ranging 
agencies emerging in the 1890s dedicated to providing rational recreation, placed too 
great a burden on the philanthropic purse. Despite these adverse circumstances the 
Brisbane Association survived the 1890s, although it had suffered in terms of 
confidence and vibrancy.'"^* However, the fortunes of tiie Brisbane Association were to 
begin a dramatic improvement in 1899, heralded by the appointment of a new salaried 
full-tune General Secretary in the person of the redoubtable WF Woodcraft. *"^ ^ 
1899-1914: Woodcraft and Revival 
Woodcraft had been shepherding the Brisbane Association through the tail end of the 
economic recession following his appointment as Honorary Secretary in 1897. 
Stabilising the organisation with a measure of success he was offered tiie post of paid 
General Secretary - the first since EA Field in 1896 - charged with revitaUsing ttie 
Association. He accepted the responsibility in May 1899. A noted moral entiepreneur. 
Woodcraft understood well the need for instimtions of rational recreation to provide 
modem and attiactive facilities and programmes to compete with the offerings of the 
1029 
1030 
1031 
BC, 4 August 1896. p. 6. 31 December 1896. p. 51. 
BC. 23 August 1898, p. 7. 
BC,1 Febraary 1899, p. 6. 
'°^^ Goodall, A Brief History of the YMCA of Brisbane Inc. 1864-1988, p. 5. 
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Top: YMCA Members' Lounge, early 1906 
Bottom: Thursday Night Bible Class 
Source: Joe Goodall, A Brief History of the YMCA of Brisbane Inc. 
1864-1988: Including the 1988 annual report of The YMCA of Brisbane 
Inc., The State Council of the YMCAs of Queensland Inc, Queensland, 
YMCA, 1988, p. 5. 
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burgeoning Brisbane leisure market at the tum of the century. In addition. Woodcraft 
encapsulated those qualities most desirable in YMCA General Secretaries, outlined by 
JJ Virgo, General Secretary of the Adelaide Association in 1910. Virgo listed such 
qualities as being an intelligent observer of human nature, being a good "student of the 
Book of God", being aufait with modem thought on a variety of issues, possessing 
wide vision, displaying exceptional organisational talent and last, but not least, having a 
keen business sense. In short, Virgo contended that a competent General Secretary must 
be, "... a living force in the community."*"^^ Indeed, for many associated with the 
Brisbane YMCA, Woodcraft's performance in the years to 1919, when he retired from 
the position, exemplified those qualities sought in an Association leader promulgated in 
the tiaining literature of the Austialian Associations, which centred on the possession of 
a "well-grounded Christian character."*" '^* 
Part of the revitalisation process was the securing of new rented premises, a stmctural 
signification of the new start Woodcraft was envisaging, which was accomplished in 
August 1899 with the relocation to rooms in Queen Street.*"^ ^ Fortuitously for the 
Association, the escalation of the Boer War in South Africa provided the newly 
appointed General Secretary with a glorious opportunity to raise the profile of the 
organisation. Under his leadership the Association adopted an actively patriotic and 
pro-war stance, receiving plaudits for the role it played in securing volunteers to fight in 
South Africa, and "assisting" the Queensland Govemment in the war effort.*"^ ^ Buoyed 
by the increased attention from both the media and the business community, the report 
deUvered at the 1899 Annual Tea and Public Meeting, was written with a tenor of 
confidence absent since the early 1890s.*" '^ 
Similarly, reports on the development of the Brisbane Association for the years 1900 to 
"•" QYM, 30 April 1910, pp. 7-8. 
^^^ QYM, I Febraary 1907, p. 2. 
'"^ ^ BC, 6 September 1899, p. 61. 
'"^ ^ BC, 19 September 1901, p. 4,29 September 1900, p. 4. 
'"" BC, 6 September 1899, p. 61. 
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1904 reveal optimism for the future and an expansion of activities, particularly a 
broadening of the social and sporting sides of YMCA work.*"^ * To consolidate the 
progress experienced by the Association in the first couple of years of the twentieth 
century, new and improved facilities were procured by Woodcraft and the board of 
management in November 1902, replete with temperance bar, refreshment room, 
reading room, parlour, games room, library, meeting room and gymnasium with shower 
baths.*" '^ Considerable expansion of the 'pure' recreational and intellectual components 
of the Association can also be dated from the beginning of Woodcraft's tenure, as 
suggested in table eight following, which delineates the regime of activities fostered by 
the organisation from inception in 1864 to the onset of World War One. 
1038 
1039 
YMM, 1 January 1900. p. 11.1 September 1900. p. 12,1 October 1900, p. 1. 
BC, 15 November 1902, p. 6. As expected the library's contents were 'edifying' including works by 
Cervantes, Milton, Antoninus, Boswell, Defoe and Sheridan, to name but a few audiors of repute YMM 
1 January 1901, p. 16. 
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Table Eight Development of Brisbane YMCA Programmes for Boys and Young 
Men 1864-1913 
Years/ 
Activities 
Sports Clubs 
Recreation 
Clubs 
Societies 
Educational 
Activities 
Religious 
Activities 
Social 
Events 
Other 
1864-1881 
Mutual 
Improvement 
Bible Classes; 
Prayer Meetings 
Social 
Gatherings 
1882-1888 
Literary and 
Debating Society 
Bible Classes; 
Prayer Meetings 
Social Gatherings 
1889-1899 
Cricket; 
Swimming; 
Gymnastics 
Speaking Tours 
Bible Classes; 
Prayer Meetings 
Social Gatherings 
Festival 
1900-1914 
Australian 
Rules 
Football; 
Lacrosse; 
Harrier; 
Cricket, 
Tennis; 
Swimming; 
Soccer; 
Gymnastics; 
Table Tennis; 
Quoits 
Camera; Ariel; 
Rambling; Boy 
Scouts; Glee; 
Stamp 
Collecting 
Music; Drama; 
Thrift; Penny 
Savings Bank 
Factory Tours; 
Lectures; 
English History 
Classes; Latin 
Classes; 
English 
Classes; 
Debating 
Class; Foreign 
Work; Office 
Work Classes 
Missionary 
Study; 
Missionary 
Lectures; Bible 
Classes 
Receptions; 
Monthly 
Soirees; 
Annual Camp 
First Aid 
Training; 
Library 
Sources: QYM;EO;BC. 1864-1914. 
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For an organisation that had stmggled doggedly in the competitive recreational 
philanthropic world of Brisbane through the 1890s the achievement was by any 
standards noteworthy. 
Mission work, although now a more balanced aspect of Association work, proceeded 
apace, including importantiy the establishment of a Christian social work regime, not 
seen since the 'mission phase' in the mid-1880s, among the school boys and working 
boys of the city and suburbs.*"'*" In 1903-1904, for example. Woodcraft led a team of 
youth workers into outreach work with young men and boys in working class suburbs 
close to the city. As a consequence of this work recreation rooms were established in 
Spring Hill, at the comer of Upper Edward and Leichhardt Streets. For the Courier the 
Association's 'civiUsing' mission to this distiict was viewed as the performance of a 
vital task, namely, "These rooms will be a centie of influence amongst the young of the 
neighbourhood, and will, it is hoped, fumish them with a source of recreation and 
companionship removed from the evil associations of the streets and the parks."*"^* 
Woodcraft also initiated a serious attitude to "boy's work" in the city with the 
formation of the Boys' Institute, established on North American Unes, which met on 
Wednesday nights for "physical culture classes", debating and literary study. Glee Club 
activities, Bible classes and other forms of recreation.*"^^ 
It would appear that this particular initiative was dependent on Woodcraft for its 
survival in the first decade of the centiiry. This is evident in his promotion of such work 
in 1902, its lapse during his absence on YMCA business in North America, and its 
revival following his retum in 1905. Indeed, Woodcraft retumed from North America 
enthused with the work the Associations there had been doing in relation to providing 
rational recreation for male youth in the urban environment. In a Courier article -
"Helping the Boys" - published in April 1905, following his retiim from North 
""" BC, 10 October 1902. p. 4; 12 December 1903. p. 4. 
"^' BC, 12 December 1903. p. 4. 
""^ BC, 15 January 1904. p. 4. 
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Top: YMCA Tennis Team, 1906
Bottom: YMCA Christmas Camp, c1907
Source: Joe Goodall, A BriefHistory ofthe YMCA ofBrisbane Inc.
1864-1988: Including the 1988 annual report ofThe YMCA ofBrisbane
Inc., The State Council ofthe YMCAs afQueensland Inc, Queensland,
YMCA, 1988, p. 9.
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America he made pubUc YMCA plans for boy work.*"'*^  To facilitate this he envisaged 
creating special rooms for recreation for use at night and through the school hoUdays 
under the "... immediate contiol of the director of the junior section" '"^ 
In fact, from 1905 it is possible to detect an increasing aggressiveness in the self-
promotion of the Association. How much this was due to the ideas, methods and 
general confidence in the world movement, brought back by Woodcraft from his visit 
to the United States of America in 1904-1905, is difficult to determine. However, the 
educational experience of imbibing the dynamic spirit of the North American YMCA, 
and witnessing its massive size and potential, would surely have impacted profoundly 
on the inevitable provincialism of a Brisbane-based General Secretary. In perhaps no 
circumstance was this better reflected than in Woodcraft persuading the board of 
management to embark on an ambitious scheme for the constmction of a building 
similar to the state-of-the-art premises erected by the Birmingham YMCA in the United 
Kingdom, involving raising £15 000 in eighteen months by shilling subscription.*"'*^ 
His task was made easier with the intioduction on to the Association's directorate of a 
number of Brisbane business identities, which was calculated to both maximise 
effective economic management practice and, it was hoped, attract increased interest 
from business-philanthropic concems. These changes were greeted optimistically by 
the Queensland Young Man, which contended: 
The directorate has been strengthened by the inclusion of other men, who are at 
the head of large commercial concems. It is essential to have such men at the 
helm when the Association is expecting the Christian public to give largely 
towards the scheme for the erection of an edifice in which to carry on its work. 
This additional stiength of character will inspire confidence in those who may be 
thinking of giving liberally, being assured that their money will be used with 
discrimination.* ^ 
""^BC, 18 April 1905, p. 6. 
"^BC, 18 April 1905, p. 6. 
""^ BC, 25 July 1905, p. 6; QYM, 1 April 1905, p. 3. 
'*" QYM, 1 August 1905, p. 1. 
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Shortly after the launching of the fund raising campaign serendipity smiled on the 
Association in the form of a donation of "substantial property" on a one-half acre site 
valued at £25 000 at the corner of George and Elizabeth Streets by prominent 
Congregational Church member and YMCA stalwart, William Cribb.*"'*' 
This gift was gratefuUy received and sold two years later in 1907, the proceeds from its 
sale used to begin constmction of suitably equipped premises on Edward Stieet. This 
work took two years to complete, costing in the vicinity of £14 000, and was opened on 
18 August 1908 as the first purpose-built YMCA premises in AustraUa. With a large 
frontage to Edward Street of 66ft the building had a depth of 148.6ft. At the rear of the 
complex the physical recreation aspect of the "four-square" programme was catered for 
with a large gymnasium, 70ft by 40ft in dimension, and with a mnning track and 
gallery. Also at the rear was located a grass surfaced tennis court, overlooked by two 
wide verandahs. The swimming pool resided in the basement alongside a bowling alley. 
Under the roof garden were three floors, the upper being set aside for residential 
accommodation in the form of thirty-two bedrooms. The second floor featured eight 
class and clubrooms for men and five rooms for boys, plus their own reception rooms. 
The ground floor housed the reception area, offices, meeting hall, ladies' room, billiard 
room and showers.*"'*^ Later additions included a businessmen's smoking room and a 
dining hall offering Is meals and buffet counter.*"'*' 
During the constmction phase the Reverend Frank De Witt Talmage postulated that it 
would be a "Character Factory" *"^ " Indeed, at the laying of the foundation stone by 
Lord Chelmsford and in front of a large crowd, an assemblage of Brisbane's eUte 
looked on while others made speeches extolUng the virtues of the Association, with 
letters of congratulation being received from the King, President Roosevelt, the Prime 
" ^ ' B C . 26 July 1906. p. 4. 
""" BC, 7 March 1907. p. 3. 
1049 YMCA. Brisbane Young Men's Christian Association, p. 7. 
'"'^ QYM, 1 April 1906, p. 2. 
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Minister of Australia and the Govemor General.*"^* 
The stimulus to growth afforded by the Cribbs' donation, the revamped directorate and 
Woodcraft's acumen as a moral entrepreneur underpinned an unprecedented expansion 
in membership from 1907, as can be discemed from table nine below. In addition, of 
considerable importance for explaining the dramatic rise in membership occurring from 
1907 was the inspiring Austialian tour of DA Budge, General Secretary of the Montreal 
Association, between September and November 1906.*"^ ^ In the aftermath of Budge's 
tour the recraitment drive appears to have become more aggressive, with SG Martin, 
chair at the 1907 annual meeting declaring, "... the association was now on the eve of a 
great forward movement" *"^ ' The owners of three of Brisbane's largest foundries 
concurred apparently, granting permission to YMCA 'missionaries' to proselytise 
among their workforce at lunchtime meetings.*" '^* 
'"*' QYM, 1 August 1907, p. 5. 
'"" For Budge's tour see QYM, 1 September 1906, p. 13,1 October 1906. pp. 5-6,1 November 1906. pp. 
4-5. 
""" BC, 21 August 1907, p. 5. 
'"" QYM, 1 January 1907. p. 14. 
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Year 
1883 
1888 
1898 
1900 
1901 
« ^ 1906 
i m ^ ^ 1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1914 
''^wKI^^^^^^_^ Membership 
'9IHHB" i^s 
150 ^ 
80 » | 
180 
190 ^ 
270 I 
555 mi 
1363 ™ 
995 Men/368 Boys ; 
1281 
937 Men/344 Boys 
1218 
986 Men/232 Boys 
1183 
893 Men/290 Boys 
1219 
931 Men/288 Boys 
1511 
ip75 Men/436 Boys 
Sources: YMCA Annual Reports from. BC, Week, Queenslander and QYM. 
Table nine demonstrates that from 1908 membership, a considerable component being 
comprised of boys, was maintained above the one thousand mark, making the 
Association the most significant provider of rational recreation on a voluntary basis in 
Queensland from that date. The vast array of youth clubs, institutes, mutual 
improvement societies, and even the state-of-the-art Brisbane Institute of Social Service 
in Fortitude Valley, were relatively poor competition (see chapter seven). The YMCA 
in Brisbane had in a real sense "come of age' Annual reports of the organisation reveal 
all aspects of work relating to the various departments as being successfiilly 
undertaken. 
1055 Where figures available. Includes all classes of member. 
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The Association parUamentary debating society was in full swing, with its nearly fifty 
members discussing such heady issues as the Small Improved Holdings Bill, the 
Establishment of Butter Factories Bill and the Eradication of Noxious Weeds Bill.*"^^ 
Perhaps another stimulus was the promotion of new sports such as basketball, which by 
1909 was played competitively by teams formed into an intemal YMCA league. HJ 
Greenwood, the Physical Director, proffered that the game was akin to football as a 
medium for character development, given its emphasis on endurance, coolness under 
pressure, quickness and accuracy. *"^ ^ For the outdoor sportsman a ground was rented at 
Norman Park in 1912, followed one year later by the purchase of two tennis courts at a 
cost of £90 located at Lower Bowen Terrace.*"^* Still appealing to the outdoorsman, in 
1909 the thirty-two boy members were enrolled into three Boy Scouts patrols under the 
auspices of the Boy's Department, which was keen to foster the movement given the 
institution's stated belief that scouting encouraged courage, economy, alertness, 
unselfishness, kindness, patience, endurance, honesty and worship.*" '^ Educational 
classes were also expanded greatiy covering a variety of 'usefiil' skills such as 
shorthand, commercial typewriting and window dressing.'°^° 
With the move to the new premises in 1908, Woodcraft's initiative regarding boys' 
work expanded considerably following the creation of a Boys' Work Department. 
Borrowing from the latest theories of child and adolescent psychology, the Association 
promoted the Department as a democratic foram managed ultimately by an experienced 
adult Secretary, but operating on a daily basis through the decision-making organ of the 
"Boys Cabinet" The Cabinet comprised mainly older boys and met once a month for 
general discussion. In the interim it was decided that Cabinet members were to be 
'°^' QYM, 30 November 1909. p. 13. 
'"" QYM, 27 March 1909, pp. 15-16. 
'°^* QYM, 1 October 1912, pp. 15-16. 1 October 1913. pp. 12-13. 
"**' QYM, 31 August 1909, p. 16. 
1060 Q(jjgf classes listed were book keeping, freehand drawing, architecture, mechanical and constmction 
drawing, arithmetic, penmanship, advertising, elocution and public speaking. YMCA. A Busy Winter, p. 
25. 
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involved in all aspects of the Department's work, particularly when this was associated 
with the supervision of younger boys.*"^ * Leadership in the Association's activities was 
also fostered in the Leaders' Corps, recraited from senior employed boys.*"^^ The 
Department outlined that its aim: 
Is to surround every boy with good influences that he will develop the type of 
manhood which will be an asset to himself, home and country. To help him help 
himself, by developing him physically, socially, mentally and spirituaUy. 
Facilitated by: 
A suite of rooms of which no other boy's club in Australia can boast, fitted with 
reading tables, the best magazines and periodicals for boys, tables for games, 
including draughts, chess, dominoes, bagatelle, bobs, and bille. 
The Boys' Work Department by 1912 offered boys participation in an array of 
activities, including nature smdy, rambling, fretwork, photography, philatelic, debating, 
drama and science clubs, scientific demonstrations, social events, a library, Bible 
classes and sports clubs catering to football, tennis, cricket, lacrosse, swimming and 
ranning. Gymnasium "work" was particularly encouraged for its re-creative capacities: 
... it is where you have your limbs stiengthened; it is where you fit yourself to 
cope with your daily tasks; it is where you throw off the cloak of slovenliness, 
and assume the robe of graceful poise and manUness.*"^ 
Enabling the consolidation and quite spectacular growth was the increasing 
professionaUsm of its leadership, accompanied by an escalating stiess placed on its 
non-overtly reUgious work. Despite intemal criticisms in terms of the Association 
compromising with secularism, the directorate responded to challenges by accepting the 
need to provide a religious tone in an organisation appealing to the wants of society 
'"*' QYM, 30 September 1911. pp. ii-iii. 
"•" QYM, 27 March 1909, p. 15. 
^°" YMCA, A Busy Winter, p. 39. 
'"" YMCA, A Busy Winter, p. 51; YMCA, Brisbane Young Men's Christian Association, pp. 12-13. 
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becoming increasingly indifferent to orthodox and pious religious practice. *"^ ^ 
Indeed, by 1914 the YMCA in Brisbane was both the largest and the most 
professionally organised institution engaged in recreational philanthropy, providing 
training in youth leadership for a number of individuals. With the official opening of 
the new building in August 1908 the various departments took on paid personnel to 
conduct their work. Paid expertise was recognised as cracial to the future attiactiveness 
of the Association, rather than as an optional extta. For example, in 1899 the Brisbane 
YMCA had one paid staff member - a caretaker. By 1908 the number had expanded 
tremendously to twenty-four waged personnel. *"^ ^ 
Training programmes for staff further reflected a developing emphasis on shared 
knowledge and theory in the management of youth and young adults across a range of 
issues. Aping the North American Association General Secretaries underwent training 
courses from 1907, the first of which was held at Melboume between 1 April and 1 
July. In general, such courses sought to build the capacities of "... men of education, 
ability, and character." More specificaUy, attendees were tested for seven key aspects 
required of Association leaders: administiative ability, initiative, adaptability, vision, 
determination and an "attractive personality" *"^ ^ The YMCA initiated systematic 
courses of instmction on leadership, based on the North American experience, which 
also began in the 1920s for both its own personnel and for non-YMCA youth leaders 
attached, for example, to the capital's Sunday Schools and church youth clubs.*"^* 
'"*' BC, 1 October 1912, p. 8. 
1066 QYM, 1 September 1908, p. 1. 
"•" QYM, I Febmary 1907. p. 2. 
'"** Goodall, A Brief History of the YMCA of Brisbane Inc. 1864-1988, p. 10. An example of Nordi 
American Uterature utilised in leadership courses held in Brisbane would be a handbook or manual 
compiled by Lester W Bartlett, Professor of Education at the YMCA College in Chicago and Alden W 
Boyd, Secretary of the Alexandrian YMCA. Egypt titied. The Y.M.C.A Physical Director: An analysis of 
the activities of the Secretary who is responsible for physical education in a local Y.M.C.A., Chicago. 
University of Illinios Press. 1929. 
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Determined to take advantage of these most propitious circumstances Woodcraft 
wamed against the Association resting on its laurels. Certainly, the movement of the 
Association into the field of domestic railway camp work, and later social work with 
waterside workers, "... cemented the pubUc perception of the YMCA as a service 
organisation."'"^' Even though 1911-1912 was reported as the most successful year in 
the history of the Brisbane Association, Woodcraft proposed further changes 
advocating two interUnked strategies that had already proven successful in the 
intemational movement to compensate for the Brisbane Association still lagging behind 
its counterparts in the United Kingdom and United States of America. This was also 
occurring despite the linkages of personnel and ideas with the dynamic North American 
Associations in the Edwardian years, as evidenced in the appointment of JJ Greenwood, 
a diplomaed physical instractor from the United States, and EJ Bignold to take charge of 
the Boys Work Department. Bignold, an AustiaUan, had just completed two years service 
with the San Francisco YMCA.*"'" Fundamentally, Woodcraft contended the Brisbane 
YMCA was not fulfilling its "destiny" as a major attraction for the youth and young 
adult males of the city. Woodcraft's bipartite reform schema required first that the 
Association broaden its base of activity, further de-emphasising orthodox Christian 
activity and expanding the recreational side of the organisation. 
In the realm of Christian outieach, a policy of preferring "practical work" to Biblical 
exegesis dominated, especially from the early 1920s, and "... progressively displaced 
the bible stiidy and prayer meeting as the YMCA's Christian component."*"'* Anotiier 
instance of "practical work" was the Association s participation, alongside the WCTU, 
in the campaign that induced the government in 1913 to pass an amendment to the 
Criminal Code, which raised the age of consent from fourteen to seventeen years.*"'^  
Second, each Association department of work needed to operate on the principle of 
thoroughgoing professionalism, centred on tiained experts and a commercially oriented 
1069 
1070 
1071 
1072 
Goodall, A Brief History of the YMCA of Brisbane Inc. 1864-1988, p. 9; BC, 14 October 1914, p. 6. 
BC, 25 July 1908, p. 5. 
Goodall, A Brief History of the YMCA of Brisbane Inc. 1864-1988, p. 11. 
Bemays, Queensland Politics, p. 439. 
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YMCA Building, Edward Street, 1909 
Source: EJT Barton, (ed.), Jubilee History of Queensland: A record of 
political, industrial, and social development from the landing of the 
first explorers to the close of 1909, Brisbane, HJ Diddams & Co., 1909, 
p. 156. 
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directorate administering the various programmes.*"'^  Woodcraft's radical proposals 
were presented to the 1911-1912 annual meeting, receiving unanimous support from 
the assembled members and supporters. The Courier was particularly enthused at the 
prospect of the YMCA's concem to maintain and expand links with business, seeing it 
as positive that it was endeavouring to: 
... secure the services of smart, up-to-date, business-like men, whose natural 
disposition is magnetic to attiact young men, and who by reason of culture and 
wide experience are qualified to act as guides, philosophers, and friends.*"''* 
From the small gathering in a single room in 1864 the first Brisbane YMCA had grown 
by 1912 to an Association operating through some thirteen departments and 
committees, comprising religious work, Bible Study, personal work, intellectual, 
Uterature, social work, reception, entertainment, physical, athletic, vacation camp, 
sailors' work and boys' work.*"'^  The Association had passed through the various 
phases described above to arrive at a position of some strength. From what had begun 
as a small society of young men meeting to provide mutual support through Christian 
sociabiUty in the rooms of a sympathetic businessman the YMCA was by the First 
World War a thoroughly modernised institution with its own purpose-built premises, 
professional staff, "four-square" programme and philosophy which, while horrifying to 
the original 1860s membership, was geared to the Brisbane of the new century. That the 
Association survived to reach this point is testimony to the determination of both its 
members and leaders and indeed by 1914 it looked set for rapid progress. 
' ° " QYM, 1 November 1912. p. 4. 
'"" BC, 26 December 1912, p. 4. 
'"" YMCA, Brisbane Young Men's Christian Association, p. 3. 
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Conclusion 
By the 1914 annual meeting the fourth Association had been in continuous existence 
for one-quarter of a century.'"'^ Its early history beUes attempts to present the trajectory 
of the organisation as one of Unear progress, but rather, as this chapter delineates, the 
Association's formative years saw it come perilously close to collapse on three 
occasions. Indeed, its existence was a product of individual initiatives, serendipity and 
determination on the part of extiemely capable leaders such as WF Woodcraft. 
Woodcraft's capacity to leam from overseas experiments in YMCA "Boy Work" for 
example, coupled with his creativity and vision, had by 1914 set the seal of the fiiture 
expansion of the Association. An instance of this was the initiation in 1920 of a 
network of YMCA auspiced boys' clubs in Brisbane, led by the Boys' Work Secretary, 
AA Way.*"" Based initially in the inner-city, in 1923 suburban extension work was 
commenced with clubs attached to specific suburban churches, which in turn served as 
feeders to the central building.*"'^  This innovation was complemented in the realm of 
adult males with the inauguration in 1926 of the Association's Men's Club, which as 
only the second such club formed outside of North America, made it a senunal 
innovation in the life of the broader Austialian organisation. The aim of the Men's Club 
was to arrest the drift away of males in the twenty-three years and over age group.*"" 
However, proffering an overall assessment of the organisation in the years 1864 to 
1914 is difficult. Without the discovery of records allowing for an analysis of tiie social 
and religious backgrounds of at least a healthy sample of the membership in the period 
making definitive statements should be avoided. It can be said though that the Brisbane 
Association was remarkably successful at weathering the storms that lashed and 
The Courier states that it had been in operation continuously for diirty-two years. This is inconect as 
the Association was formally dissolved in 1889 under die guidance of David Walker and Herbert Fairfax 
from Sydney, altiiough it was reformed virtually instantaneously. BC, 14 October 1914, p. 6. 
'"" Goodall, A Brief History of the YMCA of Brisbane Inc. 1864-1988, p. 10. 
^™ Goodall, A Brief History of the YMCA of Brisbane Inc. 1864-1988, p. 10. 
Eric Chesterfield-Matthews (comp.), Y's Men's Club of Brisbane, Australia, History, Brisbane, 
Intemational Association of Y's Men's Clubs Incorp. Australian Distiict, 1938. pp. 4-20. 
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destioyed many similar institiitions dedicated to moral, spiritual, physical and 
intellectual reform through the provision of rational recreation. It also succeeded in 
expanding its range of services, displaying an ability to adapt to developments in the 
more secular late Victorian and Edwardian world. In the process it attiacted, by the 
standards of the day, a large membership amounting in 1914 to 1511, composed of 1 
075 "men" members and 436 boy members. 
The promotion of an orthodox masculinity, or Christian manhood, was a stated aim of 
the YMCA, which was promoted - as was the case in youth sports clubs, youth clubs 
with sporting procUvities and in the uniformed youth movements - through its diverse 
range of amateur sporting activities for which the organisation became renowned. The 
Association also promoted social 'respectability' and the opportunity for "self-
improvers' to attain their goals through the educational and mutual improvement facets 
of its 'curriculum'. Generally politically conservative the Association not only sought 
business identities to sponsor it, but also welcomed them on to the management 
committee and as members. Indeed, the Association's commitment to fostering 
"national efficiency" at all levels led to glowing reports from Brisbane's business 
community. 
Inevitably, the reasons for adult and adolescent males joining the Brisbane YMCA were 
numerous. Material gathered for this chapter, however, was silent on such motivations 
and experiences of the 'ordinary' member. As a consequence it is a matter for 
speculation as to the success of the Association in attaining its reformist and formative 
charter in the field of moral (re)education through rational recreation programmes. 
Results were probably mixed, with the more secular 'side' to the YMCA 
predominating, albeit with Christian inflections, as the First World War approached. In 
its own terms though the organisation had achieved much, establishing itself at the apex 
of rational recreation experimentation in the period. Indeed, perhaps the only other 
institution - and one that had a rare mixed gender format - that came close to the 
Brisbane YMCA in terms of membership size, range of activities and ambition was the 
Brisbane Institute of Social Service, the subject of the final chapter. 
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beautiful lives": The Brisbane Institute of Social Service, 
1906-1914.*" °^ 
The Institute of Social Service opened in Fortitude Valley at the intersection of 
Branswick and Ivory Stieets during the autumn of 1907. Its founder, the North 
American bom Congregational Minister, Reverend Loyal Lincoln Wirt, DD, ScD, 
FRGS contended, probably without exaggeration, that it was for its time unique in the 
annals of youth work "... under the Southem Cross" *"** Its planning and establishment 
phases were systematically undertaken with Wirt gamering information - theoretical 
and practical - from an array of youth work speciaUsts and organisations, both within 
AustraUa and overseas. Particularly influential in this regard was the work of Sylvester 
Home in the East End of London and the practice of the Whitefield Institute and similar 
institutions in United States of America. *"^ ^ 
The project was ambitious undoubtedly, with Wirt and his supporters evincing a belief 
in its unequalled importance for character formation from, literally, the cradle to the 
grave. He conceived, planned and implemented within the space of one year an Institute 
offering rational recreation to the poor of Brisbane, not just Fortitude Valley, ranging 
from a day nursery for infants, a kindergarten for small children, the Loyal Wirt 
Brigade for pre-adolescents of female and male genders, Boys' and Girls' Clubs for 
adolescents, the Brisbane Institute Naval Cadet Corps' for adolescent males, the Young 
Men's Club for males leaving behind the adolescent years and embarking upon 
adulthood, to the "Old Men's Room" for retirees, especiaUy mariners. 
The illustiation opposite - the letterhead of the Brisbane Institute of Social Service -
delineates unequivocally the hopes harboured by Wirt and its management regarding 
" " " D M , 18 April 1907, p. 2. 
'"*' Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter. Loyal L Wirt to J Ferguson, Rawhiti, Darling point, 6 
February 1907, OM72-21. JOL. 
'°'^ BC, 10 March 1906, p. 12; CC, 2 April 1906, p. 143. 
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the Institute's potential for citizenship tiaining and character building among Fortitude 
VaUey's plebeian (and wayward) youth. Provision of "Wholesome amusement and 
Clean Recreation", involving moral and social regulation, was regarded as vital to the 
success of the project. Indeed, as the letterhead declares: 
The swiftest and surest way to graduate our boys and girls from the blighting 
School of the Stieet is by the Law of Substitution to give them instead of the 
stieet, and attiactive Social Rendezvous, where they wiU find pure, healthy and 
joyous occupation for both mind and body. 
Eschewing reUgious sectarianism and advancing the creed of humanitarianism, the 
Brisbane Institute "... while claiming in a broad sense of the term to be Christian" was 
genuinely non-sectarian and did not ever consider undertaking, unlike the YMCA and 
other church-based rational recreation venues, any form of religious work within its 
precincts.*" '^* Further, it was marketed not as a 'reforming' or 'rescue' agency but rather 
as specialising in the personality "formation" of young working class individuals 
located predominantiy in the neighbourhood of the Valley. Character development was, 
for the Institute's management, bound up with producing solid, intelligent and 
appreciative citizens, who would exercise their industrial muscle with caution and 
respect the central tenets of bourgeois democracy and economy. Thus, the slogan of the 
Institute was "FORMATION—NOT REFORMATION", and its aim, beyond tiiat of 
"Improving] the Conditions of the Industiial Classes", was "To Provide a Centie for a 
Higher Social and Civic Life" *°*^  
Strangely enough, the narrative that follows is the first attempt to intioduce readers to 
the early history of the Institiite in any detail. Like the Brisbane YMCA it is remarkable 
that an institution of such significance to the social history of Brisbane has not been 
considered worthy of analysis to date. A partial exception to this state of affairs, 
however, is found in the post-structural inspired histories penned by Lynette Finch, 
°^^ ^ BC, 26 January 1907, p. 5 
""" BC, 26 January 1907, p. 5. 
See illustiration opposite (hereafter, die Institute letterhead). 
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Letterhead, Brisbane Institute of Social Service, 1908 
Source: John Oxley Library, Photographic Collection. 
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although she fails to do justice to the source material in endeavouring to present the 
Institute as an agency in some way comparable to "... the great institutions of the 
bourgeoisie—^the hospitals, prisons, schools and factories," Thus, seeing the Institute 
through Foucauldian eyes Finch avers that: 
Finding a proper space to tiain the bodies of the working class to be both usefiil 
and disciplined continued the process of surveillance and incarceration which 
characterised the great institutions of the bourgeoisie—the hospitals, prisons, 
schools and factories. Getting working class youth into specially provided rooms 
and off stieets was the stated aim of many philanthropic organisations from the 
late nineteenth century, and into the twentieth. *°*^  
The point is 'illustiated' through recourse to the Institute Girls' Club, which constituted 
"... part of a complex network of places where the young women of the working class 
were channelled, ordered, trained, watched and made useful."*"*'' Finch's observations 
are accurate at a level, but the Institute can be considered in a limited sense only part of 
that "carcereal network", described by French philosopher/ historian Michel Foucault in 
his famous work. Discipline and Punish}^^^ The fact remains that membership of the 
Institute, or of any of its various clubs was discretionary for the individual, involving 
no overt coercion. One was not placed in, or compelled to attend, the Institute, like in a 
reformatory, industrial school, prison, school or factory. Rather, the individual 
voluntarily accessed its resources and facilities, producing an organisational dynamic 
markedly different to a "total institution" 
The remainder of this chapter is devoted to resurrecting the Brisbane Institute of Social 
Service from the relative anonymity that has been its fate to date. Beginning with a 
brief biography of its founder, the narrative continues with a survey of its early years to 
1914 including accounts of its various "sub-departments", clubs and programmes. Like 
""* Lynette Finch, The Classing Gaze: Sexuality, class and surveillance, St Leonards, Allen & Unwin, 
1993, p. 95. The argument is expounded in earlier articles published in Hecate by Finch, tided 'Seduction 
and Punishment', vol. 16, nos i/ii, 1990, pp. 8-22 and 'Sexuality and Regulation', vol. 17, no. 1,1991, 
pp. 43-50. 
'"" Lynette Finch, The Classing Gaze, p. 96. 
'"*' Foucault, DiscipUne and Punish, pp. 300-308. 
276 
Chapter Seven 
...a centre of social" 
preceding chapters, social class lies near the analytical centie of this survey as it 
dominated the inception and trajectory of perhaps Brisbane's most avant experiment in 
social and cultural engineering via the medium of rational recreation. 
"The new broom from America": Institute founder Loyal Lincoln Wirt 
Given the paramount role played by Loyal Wirt in the inception, estabUshment and in 
guiding the early direction of the Institute it is appropriate that space is given over to 
some consideration of his background and the influences that shaped his social and 
cultural reformism. He was bom in the small village of Lament, on the Grand River, 
Michigan, on 3 May 1863. The youngest in a large family, Wirt's childhood was spent 
at a number of frontier townships in Iowa, Wisconsin and Michigan. With the 
encouragement of his father, a Congregational Minister, and his mother, a 
nonconformist moral activist and founding member of the Women's Christian 
Temperance Crusade, he began to develop an active interest in the Christian religion in 
his late teenage years. Under the compelling influence of the renowned Jamestown 
evangeUst, Benjamin F Taylor, and Dr JH Warren, the Califomian State Superintendent 
of the CongregationaUst American Home Missionary Society, he entered the 
CongregationaUst Pacific Theological Seminary at Oakland, across the bay from San 
Francisco, graduating three years later as a Bachelor of Divinity. 
Following his graduation and marriage to Harriet Benton, of a prominent 
Congregational family in Oakland, the couple departed for the circuit where they spent 
the next eight years. During this time Wirt revealed his genius for practical 
evangelicalism - or more aptiy perhaps - moral entiepreneurship. The signs of this 
inclination had, in fact, been evident in his time at the Pacific Theological Seminary, 
where he had felt invariably more at ease with grass roots evangelical work than in the 
Seminary library, or in his words, 'The work I soon learned to love best lay in the 
field..." Unsolicited, Wirt performed the remarkable feat of founding successfully a 
""" Wirt, The World is My Parish, pp. 1-15,46-55, 61. 
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Reverend Loyal Lincoln Wirt, 1904 
Source: Brisbane Courier, 10 December 1904, p. 12. 
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Sunday School in the comer of a German saloon keeper's beer garden, which 
necessitated children perching on the top of beer barrels to leam their lessons. 1090 
However, his eight years "on the circuit" saw him attain even greater achievements. 
Between 1890 and 1898 Wirt was instrumental in the estabUshment of over five 
hundred Sunday Schools in sites ranging from small villages to Native American 
reservations. His experiences with Sunday School children from poor families led to a 
Ufe-long interest in the then embryonic discipline of child psychology, and the 
application of its findings and techniques in the management of working class 
children.*"^* In the nature versus nurture debate that raged at the time within North 
American reform circles, Wirt tended strongly to the nature or environmentalist 'side', 
holding the beUef throughout his career as social reformer that the most important force 
shaping the individual and society was the environment. *°'^  
From 1898 to 1901 Wirt held a commissioned post as the Superintendent of Alaskan 
Missions for the Congregational Home Missionary Society, established to minister to 
the needs of the gold miners involved in the Klondike Rush.*°'^  The experience was 
extremely demanding physically leading to sickness and enforced convalescence 
aboard a cmise ship on the balmy Pacific Ocean. Sojouming in Sydney, Wirt met 
Reverend E Tremaine Dunstan of the Pitt Stieet Church, who persuaded him to tiavel to 
the industrial town of Newcastle to Sydney's north where the Brown Stieet Church was 
•pastorless' So impressed were the congregation with Wirt that they pleaded for his 
retum as their permanent minister, which eventuated a couple of months later.* '^* 
At Newcastle Wirt resumed his cherished interest in child psychology and youth work, 
spurred on in part by his amazement at Austialia's retarded rate of "social and cultural 
" ^ Wirt. The WorU is My Parish, pp. 54-55. 
"^' Wirt, The World is My Parish, p. 61. 
"^^BC, 10 March 1906, p. 12. 
"®^  Wirt, The World is My Parish, pp. 70-93. 
""" Wirt, The World is My Parish, p. 97. 
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development", particularly the lack of kindergarten faculties available for his five-year 
old son and other children in the town. Determined to rectify this situation within the 
parish he communicated with Sara B Cooper, a leader of the kindergarten movement in 
North America, who provided him with texts on kindergartening and play materials. 
With this assistance, accompanied by the support of wealthy Novacastrian, Elsie 
Jennings, perhaps the first Free Kindergarten for poor famiUes was established in 
AustiaUa in Newcastle in November 1902, earning Wirt the epithet, "the new broom 
from America" *°^ ^ Serving the Brown Street congregation ably for the next three years, 
he was eventiially offered the pastorate of the Wharf Street Church in Brisbane. 
"Poverty Valley" 
Arriving in 1905, Wirt described Brisbane as "... a roaring frontier city with all of a 
city's problems."*"'^ The Wharf Stieet Church was located to the north of the city 
centre in the inner-city district of Fortitiide Valley, or "Poverty Valley", as it was also 
referred to.*°^ ^ His observations on the district post-arrival are interesting, accounting 
for the decision to establish the Institute at this locale. Wirt considered the VaUey an 
"industrial section of the city" inhabited in the main by the "poorer classes", altiiough 
compared to cities seen on his travels, it did not"... have the depths of degradation and 
poverty to be found in larger cities..."*°^* Having said this, however, he related feeUng 
"disturbed" by the "sights" witnessed on a daily basis. It is worth citing Wirt at length 
here to get a feel for the context in which the Brisbane Institute was conceived: 
The stieets I traversed daily took me through the factory distiict. Around every 
factory there were innumerable public houses, saloons, "pubs," as they were 
called. Drankenness was open and rife. My pastoral duties took me into many sad 
Wirt, The World is My Parish, p. 98. For excellent coverage of the Free Kindergarten Uiuon in 
Australia refer to Lyndsay Gardiner, The Free Kindergarten Union of Victoria, 1908-80, Hawthorn, 
Australian Council for Educational Research, cl982. 
*°^® Wirt, The World is My Parish, p. 103. 
' ° " Wirt, The World is My Parish, p. 104. 
""' Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter, Loyal L Wirt to Miss Carrie Liggins, Methodist Ladies' 
College, Wayville, Adelaide, SA, 20 February 1907. 
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Brunswick Street, near the Valley Corner, 1909 
Source: EJT Barton, (ed.), Jubilee History of Queensland: A record of 
political, industrial, and social development from the landing of the 
first explorers to the close of 1909, Brisbane, HJ Diddams & Co., 1909, 
p. 64. 
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and impoverished homes. These sordid stieets, unhappy homes and broken lives 
all brought a new experience and called for a type of ministry with which I was 
not famiUar, and for which I was ill prepared. What saddened me and pulled at 
my sympathies, and aroused a wish to do something about it, was the sight of the 
boys and girls in the stieets. Poor kids, they had no other place to play. Their 
homes, for many, were nightmares. The pubs would get them a little later. Now, 
after school or work they flocked into the dusty stieets to play cricket or 
hopscotch. After dark they became predatory, prowUng gangs. On Sunday my 
patient congregation must have wearied of the social gospel. I preached 
neighbourhood cooperation, playgrounds, better housing, parks, scouting, 
evening classes.'^'^ 
Liberal doses of the social gospel were accompanied by scathing criticism of the 
conditions that the poor of the Valley were contending with. For Wirt, physical poverty 
was breeding moral poverty. Indeed, at the Congregational interstate conference of 
1903, while pastor at the Brown Street Church, he asserted that, "Underneath the whole 
fabric of human society, and ramifying throughout its farthest Umits, the foetid stream 
of social vice stietched its forbidding lengths— i^ts breathing places were at every 
comer, in every shadow spot..." To combat the canker of "social vice" he advocated 
the establishment of institutions similar to the one he initiated a few years later at 
Fortitude VaUey, dedicated to providing rational recreation as an altemative to the 
stieet.**°« 
However, his involvement in supporting institutions for rational recreation extended 
beyond the Institute for sure. In the period following his arrival at the Wharf Street 
Church, the pereniaUy evangelical Wirt became active in a variety of causes and 
institutions. He held the position of Secretary of the Queensland Bible in State Schools 
League and in mid-1905 he was elected to the directorate of the YMCA, an 
organisation he viewed as a "spiritual power-station" **°* Among his other civic 
responsibilities were acting as President of the Queensland Congregational Union and 
*°®^  Wirt, The World is My Parish, p. 103. 
""*' Anon., Record Volume, Jubilee of Queenslarul Congregationalism and Australasian Inter-State 
Conference, Brisbane-Ipswich 1903, Brisbane, 'Christian World', 1903, pp. 200-203. 
"*" Bible in State Schools League, Queensland. Records 1890-1915, OM 66-5/1, Minute Book, Bible in 
State Schools League, Queensland, 31 October 1890-21 January 1909, OM66-5. JOL; QYM, 1 August 
1905, p. 13; BC, 24 August 1904, p. 5. 
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Vice-President of the Church Rugby Football Union. **°^  However, the Institute concept 
remained foremost in his thoughts. 
Founding the Institute of Social Service 
Wirt's tirades against "social vice" were replayed in the environment of Brisbane in 
eamest from 1906, when he commenced the founding of the Brisbane Institute of 
Social Service, which was hoped would, "From Roof Garden to open play-ground... 
stand as a protest to and a substitute for the demoralizing influences of the city's Ufe... 
[and] the free and easy life of the stieet... [both] evils which are destroying the moral 
fibre of our people."* *°^  Having spied a suitable vacant venue - the premises known 
colloquially as Dixon's Tobacco Company - in the form of a four-story edifice owned 
by the British AustiaUan Tobacco Company Pty Ltd at the comer of Branswick and 
Ivory Stieets, Wirt convinced its Sydney based philanthropic owners of his intentions, 
obtaining the premises on a five-year "peppercorn" lease and an agreement that they 
would contribute £1 for every £1 subscribed or donated to the Institute's establishment 
fund, on condition that the Institute ran on non-sectarian lines.**'^  The reason for this 
act of generosity was, in all probability, a result of Wirt's Congregational connections. 
It tianspired that the deal was negotiated between Wirt and two members of the Board 
of Directors, who happened to be deacons of the Congregational Church in Sydney,**"^  
Having obtained premises thus Wirt set about calling a meeting of "... leading 
citizens... Men who have shown great interest in the proposed philanthropy, and a 
""^BC, 11 April 1905, p. 2. 
""^ Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter. Loyal L Wirt to the Board of Directors of die Brisbane Gas 
Company, Petiie's Bight, 6 March 1907, letter. Loyal L Wirt to J Ferguson, "Rawhiti", Darling Point, 6 
February 1907. 
' '^ Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Brisbane Instittite of Social Service, Letter 
Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter, Loyal L Wirt to Mr CR 
Pickworth, Queen Sti-eet, Brisbane, 1 March 1907; CC, 2 April 1906, p. 143. 
"°^BC, 10 March 1906, p. 12. 
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detemunation to make it a success."**"^ To ensure the broadest and most 'respectable' 
support, Wirt insisted upon representatives from the Charity Organisation Society and 
the Brisbane Benevolent Society sitting on the first provisional committee.'*°' 
The first meeting of interested parties was held in the City Council Chambers on the 
aftemoon of Wednesday 7 March 1906. The idea of the Institute must have gripped the 
imagination of numbers of "leading citizens", as an initial capital of £1 000 was raised 
in the following twelve months, allowing extensive refurbishment of the factory's 
interior. Early meetings were arranged to discuss the viability of proposed departments 
within the Institute to which 'experts' were invited, such as P Brown from the Brisbane 
Gymnasium and Miss Griffith for creche and kindergarten work.**°* 
Associated from the earliest days with the Institute were numerous individuals from the 
eUte and upper middle class recognised for their interest in the Brisbane philanthropic 
'scene' Supporters such as the business J Campbell and Sons and William Atthow, of 
the firm Atthow and McGregor, Honorary Solicitors to the Institute, were subscribing 
members to the Society for the Prevention of Craelty. Edwin H Fowles, an Institute 
President, was active on the Education Department Committee of the YMCA, held the 
post of President of the Society for the Prevention of Craelty and was a committee 
member of the Bible Readers for Queensland State Schools association.**"^ Commander 
""* Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, Letter 
Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter. Loyal L Wirt to 
Govemor, 23 April 1906. 
""^BC, 11 April 1906, p. 5. 
'"" Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/3 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, Al 
First Minutes, 20 March 1906,11 April 1906,15 May 1906, Minutes of the Committee Meeting Held in 
the Proposed Institute Building, Brunswick Street, on Tuesday 20* March 1906 at Ham, Minutes of the 
Committee Meeting Held m the Council Chambers on Wednesday 11* April 1906, OM72-21. JOL. 
YMCA, Brisbane Young Men's Christian Association, p. 11; 'Fowles, Hon EWH', 'Men of the 
Time*, Pugh's (Queensland) Official Almanac, Directory and Gazetteer for 1914, Brisbane, Edward 
Dunlop and Co., 1914, pp. 481-482; COL/427, Queensland Society for the Prevention of Cruelty, 
Correspondence, Reports and Clippings re Queensland Society for the Prevention of Cruelty, 1899-1928, 
Twenty-Third Annual Report, 1905,1906, pp. 27-30. Bom in Queensland in 1871, Fowles was an 
outstanding State School educated scholar, who became a scholarship student at Brisbane Grammar 
School before proceeding to Melboume University. He began professional life as a teacher in 
Queensland but was later admitted to the bar and practised here. Townsend, 'Moulding Minds', pp. 147-
148. 
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William J Weatherill, a local business identity, and proprietor of WJ Weatherill and 
Co., President of the Brisbane Chamber of Commerce, Executive Committee member 
of the League of Boy Scouts, Queensland Section, as well as Commander of the Sea 
Scouts in Queensland, was elected a Vice President and Honorary Secretary to the 
Institute.***" Robert Woods Thurlow of the Board of Directors, had been appointed as 
Secretary of the Brisbane Chamber of Commerce.**** 
Military figures. Major Moon and Colonel Lyster, involved with the Boy Scouts' and 
Cadets respectively, represented the armed forces. Parliamentarians, such as 
Queensland Labor Party identities, David Bowman MLA and Frank McDonnell MLA, 
and from the Conservative side of the poUtical spectram, EG Barton, electrical engineer 
and MLA and John Cameron MLA, pastoralist and company director, served as Vice 
Presidents. From the world of religion, apart from Wirt, the Venerable Archdeacon Le 
Fanu and the Reverend W Sweyn MacQueen acted as a Vice Presidents, with the 
Reverend Shapley numbered among the Board of Directors. Last, but not least, the 
Govemor played the part of pation. 
'Moral entrepreneurship' 
The public inauguration of the Institute took place on 10 September 1906 at the Albert 
Hall, in the presence of select company, including the Govemor and his wife. Lady 
Chelmsford, the AngUcan Archbishop the Right Reverend Dr Donaldson, members of 
parliament, high ranking clergy and Sir Pope A Cooper, the Chief Justice.***^ In the 
months between the inauguration and the official opening in April 1907 - and beyond -
BC, 8 August 1899, p. 4, 31 October 1910, p. 8,29 July 1912, p. 10,7 March 1900, p. 4; 'Annual 
Report of the Brisbane Chamber of Commerce 1910-11', OM.AF/7/7. JOL; Brisbane Chamber of 
Commerce, 'Annual Reports 1891,1905-1918', p. 3, OM.AF/7/1-OM.AF/7/16. JOL; 'Annual Reportof 
die Brisbane Chamber of Commerce 1908-1909', OM.AF/7/5. JOL. 
nil , Annual Report of the Brisbane Chamber of Commerce 1910-11', OM.AF/7/7; Brisbane Chamber of 
Commerce, 'Annual Reports 1891,1905-1918, p. 3, OM.AF/7/1-OM.AF/7/16; 'Annual Report of the 
Brisbane Chamber of Commerce 1908-1909', OM.AF/7/5; A further indicator of Thurlow's 'respectable' 
credentials is his being a named trustee for a recreation reserve on Enoggera Creek in the Division of 
Booroodabin. See 'Land Grants and Reserves About Brisbane', QVP, vol. 4,1901, pp. 107-116, p. 115. 
'"^ BC, 11 September 1906, p. 5. 
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Wirt demonstrated his flair as a social and moral entrepreneur. Calculating that the 
Institute would require in the vicinity of £50 per month in funds to survive, he 
displayed his aptitude in developing ftind raising techniques to be deployed by the 
Institute.***^ In particular he concentiated on canvassing via personal letters to 
"prominent citizens" for significant donations towards equipping the Institute.***'* So 
concemed was Wirt to secure the support of this type of citizen that the official opening 
was by invitation only, which was "... to be sent to subscribers and prominent citizens 
only."***^  Further, each member of the Board of Directors was pledged to garnering 
subscribers.***^ 
Outside of the immediacy of the Institute a strategy was put in place whereby donations 
were encouraged following the local press being approached - and their cooperation 
secured - for publishing the names of individuals, businesses and associations who had 
extended largesse towards the Institute. ***' With this end in view it is probable that JK 
Knight, AL Slumm and George Woolnough of the Courier, Daily Mail and the 
Telegraph respectively, were appointed to the Board of Directors in May 1906 to 
secure favourable press coverage.**** Certainly, this stiategy resulted in the Institute 
deriving such. For example, a reporter from the Mail wrote the following regarding the 
institution's social value after the public meeting in the Albert Hall: 
" " Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, 
Minute Book, 18 September 1906-5 September 1923, Minutes of Meeting of Board of Directors 15 July 
1907. 
' ' '•* Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, 
Minute Book, 18 September 1906-5 September 1923, Minutes of Meeting 18 September 1906; Minutes 
of Meeting of Board of Directors 15 July 1907. 
'"'^ Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, 
Minute Book, 18 September 1906-5 September 1923, Minutes of Meeting of Board of Directors 2 April 
1907. 
""Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, 
Minute Book, 18 September 1906-5 September 1923, Minutes of Meeting of Board of Directors 3 June 
1907. 
' '" Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, 
Minute Book, 18 September 1906-5 September 1923, Minutes of Meeting 18 September 1906. 
'"* Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/3 [Box 1] Brisbane Instimte of Social Service. Al 
First Minutes. 20 March 1906,11 April 1906, 15 May 1906, Minutes of the Committee Meeting Held in 
the Council Chambers, Town Hall, 15* May 1906 at 1 lam. 
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... channels of recreation, entertainment and instraction which are to be provided 
by the institute should be an abiding and increasing factor in crowding the lives 
of hundreds with new interests, and opening windows of ambition and delight in 
many a heart that now knows what mechanical toil is, but knows littie else.***^ 
Despite the emphasis placed on currying support in the main from Brisbane's eUte, the 
"working classes" of the Valley also played a vital role in helping to further the 
Institute's financial viability, as WP Spargo, successor to Wirt as Superintendent, made 
plain in a communication with a potential donor: 
Now Sir, were it not for the working people this Institute would be extinct. 
From time to time these working people arrange concerts. Socials, river trips. 
Jumble sales. Fairs, and almost every conceivable means is employed by them to 
bring honest grist to the mill. They give their time and small subscriptions which are 
comparatively equal to the independent ladies and gentlemen who subscribe their 
guineas. They are looking forward with great eagemess to the time when we shall be 
self supporting but the debt we have to pull against is very disheartening to them,** °^ 
However, reliance for the Institute's cash flow fell, perhaps inevitably, on appeaUng to 
Brisbane's wealthier residents. Letters requesting contributions of cash and 
commodities were delivered in saturation fashion to all the business located within the 
city. Not only were monetary subscriptions sought but other commodities, such as 
reductions to the standard charges levied for gas and electricity, was sought from both 
private companies and public utilities.**^^ Wirt was dynamic and determined in his 
dealings with local govemment for securing 'deals' that would reduce the cost of 
reconstracting and maintaining the Institiite. In March 1907 a deputation to the Board 
of Waterworks secured a lower charge on water rates, a dire necessity given that the 
" " DM, 11 September 1906, p. 4. 
"^" Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM 72-21/8 [Box 2], E Letter Book, 6 December 1907 -17 
December 1908, letter, RW Bristow, Superintendent, to SA Taylor Esq, Logic Plains, Warra, 23 
September 1908, OM 72-21. JOL; BC, 18 December 1911, p. 9. 
1121 
Bnsbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, 
Minute Book, 18 September 1906-5 September 1923, Minutes of Meeting 16 November 1906. 
"^^ Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter. Loyal L Wirt to die Board of Directors of die Brisbane Gas 
Company, Petiie's Bight, 6 March 1907. JOL. 
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plunge bath required refiUing three times daily. **^^ At around the same time the City 
Council offered their support to Wirt's project by clearing boulders on the building's 
westem side free of charge, as well as depositing manure from the stieet bins to aid the 
growth of the Institute garden.' *^ '* This became the location of the Institute's 
playground, used primarily by the Creche and Kindergarten Association.*'^ ^ 
Indeed, probably in an effort to harvest the support of the city's business elite, the 
Institute regularly promulgated what it termed its "commercial value", which was seen 
primarily in the fact that"... through its exertions a large number of the youth of both 
sexes have been made into better citizens."* *^ ^ Pandering to the utiUtarian economic 
philosophy clung to by the business class, the Institute averred that upon reaching 
twenty-one years of age, "Every boy or girl has... a direct monetary value to the 
country of not less than £150." Quite how this estimation was derived remained 
unexplained but from this base figure a calculation was drawn on the basis of the 
Institute's enrolment of two hundred new young people each year and its "output" of a 
like number. While recognising the difficulties in placing a commercial value on social 
work, the manifesto nevertheless stated in the language of industrialism that an "ill-
trained unit" was "worth" to "the countiy" approximately £50 to £100 less than an 
"improved citizen". At the higher amount then, the claim was made that "... on this 
basis the commercial output of tfie Institute is £20, 000 per annum" (200 x £100).**^^ 
Further, it was argued business and commercial interests should invest in the Institute -
"^' Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, 
Minute Book, 18 September 1906-5 September 1923, Minutes of Meeting of Board of Directors 4 March 
1907. 
" " Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Instimte of Social Service, 
Minute Book, 18 September 1906-5 September 1923, Minutes of Meeting of Board of Directors 22 April 
1907; Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter, WP Spargo to His Worship the Mayor, Alderman 
Thompson, Brisbane, 8 July 1907. 
" " Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Instittite of Social Service, 
Minute Book 18 Sept 1906-5 Sept 1923, Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors 25 August 
1908. 
"^* Brisbane Institute of Social Service, Fifth Annual Report, May 1911 to May 1912, Brisbane, Up-to-
Date Printing Co., 1912, p. 11. JOL. 
" " Brisbane Institute of Social Service, Fifth Annual Report, p. 11. 
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especially those in the Valley - because of the primary role it played in the 
disappearance of larrikin gangs from the district. For example, home owners from the 
district, such as a Mr Hooper, were approached for a subscription on the basis that the 
Institute would "... cleanse the streets of undesirable boys", thus representing "... a 
great boon and blessing to the district."* *^^ 
The official opening 
The official opening of the Brisbane Institute of Social Service took place on 17 April 
1907. Among the guests was 'T)elphia" of the Daily Mail, who commented breathlessly 
on the scene as one where "Small boys and little girls, young men and maidens 
overflowed the lobbies, the staircase, the footpath and the stieet. One marvelled where 
so many people came from..."**^^ A reporter from the Evening Observer in similar vein 
thought the numbers attending the official opening as "phenomenal" **^ ° The greatest 
attraction was inevitably the Institute's physical stracture and infrastracture, which had 
been renovated to house its departments and clubs. 
Internally, the Institute was organised spatially with "... one of the best-equipped 
gymnasiums in AustraUa", occupying a "commodious" space on the ground floor also, 
measuring sixty feet by forty feet with a large platform, "lofty" ceiling and floor of 
cement, which assisted in keeping the temperature down in sweltering summer heat.**^ * 
Swimming and "Physical Culture" formed the central component of the physical 
exercise regimen promoted in the Edwardian years.**^^ Next to the gymnasium lay the 
swimming pool, dressing rooms and shower baths.**^^ 
1128 
Bnsbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter, WP Spargo to Mr T Hooper, Brown Sti-eet, New Farm, 5 
June 1907. 
" ^ " D M , 18 April 1907. p. 2. 
"^"£0,18 April 1907, p. 3. 
"^'BC, 15 May 1907, p. 9. 
"^^ See the Institute letterhead. 
""BC, 13 July 1907, p. 14. 
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Reflecting the demands of the Institute's management for cleanliness and orderliness 
from the members, the equipment was poUshed and methodically arranged. To 'inspire' 
members the walls were, "... adomed with common-sense mottoes and maxims culled 
from the most correct copy-books, or from the book of everyday life" [including] 
"Aspire to all that develops nobiUty of character", "The sweetest name on earth is 
mother" [and] "Leam the luxury of doing good" ''^ "^  
The other three floors of the building were divided among the various clubs, 
departments and associations, according to "stages' in the 'life cycle' At the opening of 
the Institute the "Old Men's Room" was exhibited, described by Wirt as a place "... 
dedicated to the old men of the neighbourhood; a place where retired sea captains and 
others could meet, smoke, play checkers and yam to their hearts' content—in easy 
chairs, too." Rooms had been created and fumished by donations from the "public" 
housing the Boys' Club, Girls' Club and Young Men's Club. 
The creche and kindergarten occupied a quite large area of the Institute. Rooms for 
playing billiards and for hosting concerts and dramatic productions also featured within 
the Institute. Outside, a children's playground had been constracted and - borrowing 
from urban architecture representing the epitome of modemity in the period - an 
electrically lighted roof garden had been installed. "A cool and attractive place of 
recreation for the People", the roof garden, replete with kiosk and comfortable chairs 
seated over two hundred people, making it an ideal venue for al fresco concerts in 
summer and on halmy winter evenings. A particular favourite on the roof garden was 
the Tramway Band, who performed gratis regularly for the Institute at silver coin 
admission concerts.*'^ ^ 
" " B C , 17 May 1911, p. 9. 
**^ ^ Wirt, The World is My Parish, p. 105. 
" " BC, 7 May 1907, p. 4. 
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The funds raised in the six months between the pubUc inauguration of the Institute and 
its official opening amounted to £850, which had been donated in money or in kind, 
exceeding Wirt's initial expectations.** '^ It is possible that some of the early success of 
the Institute lay in its sound financial management. Funds were raised from the outset 
in a systematic fashion with the appointment of a "collector" on a retainer plus 
commission basis."^^ Money was even raised through selling postcards in the street.**^^ 
However, a key part of the Institute's strategy for survival was through promoting it as 
a self-supporting institution. Now, for sure the receipt of an annual govemment subsidy 
aided this aim. In fact, supporters and members of the Board of Directors, casting scom 
on 'Smilesian self-help' nostrams, insisted - as it happened unsuccessfully - that 
pressure should be put on the govemment for annual incremental increases to the grant 
given the potential benefits accraing to the community flowing from the exertions of 
the Institute.'"*" 
" " BC, 18 April 1907, p. 4. 
1138 
Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, 
Minute Book, 18 September 1906-5 September 1923, Minutes of Meeting of Board of Directors 22 Julv 1 om •' 1907 
1139 
Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter, WP Spargo to Mrs Ross, Ann Stt-eet, Valley, 14 May 1907. 
"''° Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Instittite of Social Service, First 
Annual Report of the Brisbane Institute of Social Service Presented at the Annual Meeting Held at the 
Institute, May 12,1908. 
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Funding the Institute 
Table ten shows the level of govemment support, but also demonstrates the 'sterling' 
fund raising efforts of the Institute from private sources. 
Table Ten. Brisbane Institute of Social Service, Income 1907-1914* 
Year 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
Total 
Govemment Aid £ 
250-0-0 
250-0-0 
125-0-0 
250-0-0 
250-0-0 
250-0-0 
250-0-0 
250-0-0 
1875 
Private Donations £ 
1058 
82 
410 
136 
361 
1555 
143 
51 
3 435 
Other Sources £ 
155 
138 
70 
294 
253 
4741 
328 
254 
6 233 
Total £ 
1463 
470 
605 
680 
864 
6546 
721 
555 
11904 
* Rounded to the nearest pound sterUng. 
Source: 'Statistics of die State of Queensland: Social Statistics', QPP, 1908-1915-16. 
However, like all Brisbane's institutions for rational recreation, the Brisbane Institiite of 
Social Service suffered from inadequate funds during its early history. Table eleven 
reveals expenditure for the years 1907 to 1914. 
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Table Eleven. Brisbane Institute of Social Service, Expenditure 1907-1914* 
Year 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
Total 
Building, Repairs 
and Furniture £ 
655 
200 
27 
4 
53 
6 096 
N/A 
N/A 
7 035 
Maintenance and 
Wages £ 
518 
235 
297 
349 
279 
313 
337 
331 
2 659 
Other Sources £ 
377 
84 
120 
185 
250 
255 
415 
254 
1940 
Total £ 
1550 
519 
444 
538 
582 
6 664 
752 
585 
11634 
* Rounded to the nearest pound sterling. 
Source: 'Statistics of the State of Queensland: Social Statistics', QPP, 1908-1915-16. 
While expenditure did not exceed income, the level of income annually was relatively 
low. This was not a result of a lack of effort in the ftind raising stakes, however. The 
Institute was actually very innovative in its approaches to attracting cash to its coffers, 
extending well beyond the canvassing of employers described earlier. Public 
advertising, especially the seizing of regular opportunities for "... bringing tiie Institute, 
with its objective, prominentiy before the public", was used to advantage at available 
opportunities. For instance, at the annual Exhibition a stall was erected in the 
showground, a photographic display of the Institiite's work featiired and an invitation 
was extended to interested persons visiting from out-of-town to perase tiie Institute 
first-hand in the Valley.'"** Also, visitors to Brisbane at other holiday times, such as 
Christmas, were enjoined to visit the Institiite to experience its work - and hopefully 
Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Instittite of Social Service, 
Minute Book, 18 September 1906-5 September 1923, Minutes of Meeting of Board of Directors 22 July 
1907; Brisbane Instittite of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter, WP Spargo to Mr G Smidi, Edward Stt-eet, Brisbane, 12 
July 1907; Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 
December 1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter, WP Spargo to F Tritton, George Sti-eet City 2 
August 1907; ML, 20 July 1907, p. 161; BC, 17 August 1907, p. 7. 
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make donations. The Institute put on displays of the work of its various clubs at 
major venues like Centennial HaU for fund-raising purposes as well.**'*^  
Musical societies such as the Brisbane Liedertafel from the eUte end of the spectram 
and local worlq)lace ensembles, such as McWhirter and Son band and the TC Beime 
and Co. band at the other end of the spectram, were approached to offer their services 
gratis in fiind raising concerts.**'*^ Another irregular form of fund raising was through 
the sponsoring of moming teas, jumble sales, theatrical performances, an Anniversary 
fete. Fancy Fairs, such as lavish "Grand Oriental Fairs", and "Moving Picture 
Shows''."'*^ Funds were even raised by tuming one side of the building into a giant 
advertising hoarding.**'*^ Donations from local businesses and retailers to provide 
commodities such as games, sporting equipment, fumiture, appliances, raw materials 
and labour, were requested for the various clubrooms, drawing generally encouraging 
1147 
responses. 
""^ BC, 24 December 1907. p. 4. 
""*' Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Instittite of Social Service, 
Minute Book, 18 September 1906-5 September 1923, Minutes of Meeting of Board of Directors 14 April 
1908. 
"*^ Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, 
Minute Book, 18 September 1906-5 September 1923, Minutes of Meeting of Board of Directors 22 July 
1907; Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter, WP Spargo to Miss Overell, 26 August 1907; Brisbane 
Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 1907, 
containing copies of out-letters, letter, WP Spargo to Mr Robt Conochie, Wickham Street, Valley, 26 
August 1907; BC, 12 February 1908, p. 3,2 May 1908, p. 10. 
"''^ Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Instittite of Social Service, 
Minute Book, 18 September 1906-5 September 1923, Minutes of Meeting of Board of Directors 14 
January 1908; OM72-21, Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of 
Social Service, First Annual Report; Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter 
Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter, WP Spargo to Rev LL 
Wirt, Bums road, Toowong, 3 October 1907; BC, 2 May 1908, p. 10,20 June 1908, p. 7,4 July 1908, p. 
6, 25 July 1910, p. 7. 
"'•* Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter, Loyal L Wirt to Messrs Geo. Herbert and Co. Ltd, 73 
Elizabeth Stireet, Brisbane, 21 March 1907. 
' " ' Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter, WP Spargo to Messrs Perry Bros, City, 29 August 1907. 
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Another novel means of raising funds and soliciting donations was guided tours of the 
Institute for wealthy people believed sympathetic at various phases of the 
refurbishment.**'** Funds were also raised by other institutions and groups in aid of the 
Institute, such as by the students of Kerr's Business College, who organised a ball to 
gamer cash for the building reconstinction.**'*' The ongoing costs of maintaining the 
Institute were offset to a degree by hiring out some of its facilities. The expenses of 
operating the plunge bath was also to be partially offset by allowing paying non-
members to avail themselves of the facility. **^ ° Popular with other associations, 
particularly sports oriented clubs, were the gymnasium (including the showers) and 
swimming pool, with one of the first pations being the New Farm Football Club, 
establishing a precedent followed by others such as the Valley Amateur Sports 
Club.**^ * The clubrooms, especially those of the Young Men's Club, were used 
frequentiy, for a small charge, by sports clubs for meetings, thus allowing them to 
avoid the need to rendezvous at public houses. 
The innovative means employed to raise capital to maintain and improve the Institute's 
faciUties did not, of course, guarantee consistent financial wellbeing each financial 
year. For example, following the abundant cash and other donations and gifts received 
from the Institute's inception in March 1906 and through its first year of operation, 
these resources dried to a trickle during the second twelve months of its existence. In 
""* Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter, WP Spargo to Mr and Mrs Wilson, Augusta Street, 
Toowong, 8 July 1907. 
'""CF. 11 April 1907, p. 2. 
"^'' Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter. Loyal L Wirt to Mr George Johnston, Secretary, Board of 
Waterworks, 5 February 1907. 
"^' Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Instittite of Social Service, 
Minute Book, 18 September 1906-5 September 1923, Minutes of Meeting of Board of Directors 22 April 
1907; Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter. Loyal L Wirt to Mr RB Shaw, Hon. Secretary, New Farm 
Football Club, 10 April 1907; SO-SS, 1 June 1912, p. 4. 
" " COL/289,48-163,1909-1927, Correspondence and Printed Matter re crSches and kindergartens, 
Brisbane area newspaper clippings, 1909-1927, in-letter 10245 of 1910, W Mudford to C Lea, Local 
Secretary, British Australasian Tobacco Coy Pty Ltd, 19 September 1910. QSA. 
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fact, the financial statement made in the second annual report described the financial 
receipts of the Institute as having been the subject of "... a very large shrinkage" **^^ 
The overall financial condition of the Institute remained unimproved through to mid-
1909, when at the second annual meeting leading members believed that apathy on the 
part of the "public of Brisbane" was depriving the Institute of the required funds.* *^ '* 
Despite funding problems, in the financial year 1911-1912 steps were taken by the 
Board of Directors to purchase the British-Australian Tobacco Company Building from 
its philanthropically inclined owners at a bargain price of £4 000.*'^ ^ 
However, rather than signalling the commencement of a "new era" for the Institute, as 
had been the case for the YMCA, the indebtedness caused by the purchase proved too 
great, with the Board of Directors being forced to relinquish the custom built 
Branswick Street premises on 31 May 1914 for £6 000. New accommodation was 
purchased for £1 300 in the form of Gloat's Factory in John Street, the Valley. The 
Director's pointed to the effects of the war economy, which created "... unusual 
demands on the public purse" on the decision to sell making the collection of 
subscriptions and fund raising extiemely difficult. *'^ ^ 
Objectives of the Institute 
Despite the difficult financial circumstances facing the Institute in its early years the 
management remained sanguine about its attaining its objectives, which were in 1907, 
according to its articles of association under the Religious, Educational, and Charitable 
Institutions Act o/1861: 
"^^ Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/4 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service. A2 
Annual Report 1908/1909 (Second Annual Report), OM72-21. JOL. 
"*• BC, 1 June 1909, p. 2. 
"^^ Brisbane Institiite of Social Service, Fifth Annual Report, p. 3; BC, 30 July 1912, p. 3. 
"^' Brisbane Institute of Social Service, Eighth Annual Report, May 1914 to May 1915, Brisbane, Up-to-
Date Printing Co., 1915, pp. 4-5. JOL. 
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To improve the conditions of the industrial classes. 
To provide a centre for higher social and civic life. 
To institute and maintain a place of wholesome and clean recreation. 
To maintain a creche and kindergarten for children of the poor under school age; 
and classes for the instiiiction in special subjects of young people desiring 
educational improvements. 
In a later revision the following objectives were added: 
To provide instraction in General seamanship for Boys. 
To maintain a Circulating Library. 
To conduct a Holiday Saving Scheme. 
To maintain a Children's Playground.'*^' 
The sanguine attitude conceming the Institute's future was conditioned greatiy by the 
seemingly effective management structure set in place by Wirt during his tenure as 
Honorary Superintendent.**^* The general rales of the Institute were drafted in July 
" " Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/13 [Box 2], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, 
Constitution, Object and Rules, OM72-21. JOL. An Act to Facilitate the Incorporation of Religious, 
Educatiorml and Charitable Institutions (25 Vic. No. 19). 
"'* A number of individuals held the important position of Institute Superintendent in the years 1906 to 
1914. The first Superintendent was Wirt himself, acting in an honorary capacity from 1906 to 1907 
before his retirement from the position due to the pressure of pastoral commitments at his Wharf Street 
Congregational Church. WG Spargo succeeded Wirt in September 1907, when the superintendency was 
advertised as a salaried position. Remaining at the Institute until 1908 at a salary of £200 per annum, 
Spargo, an auctioneer by profession, and previously Minister-in-charge of the Leichhardt Street 
Methodist Church, was considered highly suited being "... a gentleman who had much experience in 
social work and organisation..." However, his tenure ceased due to the precarious finances of the 
Institute in its teething stages making it hard to justify the payment of his salary and his inability to 
conform to the Board's wish diat the Superintendent attend the Institute every night. RW Bristow became 
the Resident Superintendent (practically the chief manager) from die last week of June 1908, but 
resigned a few months later in December. The Institute's inabiUty to secure a reliable officer for the 
position precipitated a decision by the Board to transform and combine the positions of Superintendent 
and Honorary Secretary to that of Managing Director, which was then offered to, and accepted by, WJ 
Weadierill. Weatherill held the position until 1912 when Mr Mudford, who had first Joined the Institute 
as a lowly caretaker, was appointed Managing Director. Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 
[Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter. Loyal L 
Wirt to Mr EP Pilgrim, Hon. Secretary, Brougham Place Congregational Church, 86 Kermode Street, 
Adelaide, 15 April 1907; Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of 
Social Service, Minute Book, 18 September 1906-5 September 1923, Minutes of Meeting of Board of 
Directors 22 April 1907; Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of 
Social Service, Minute Book, 18 September 1906-5 September 1923, Minutes of Special General 
Meeting of Subscribers 3 September 1907; Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], 
Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter. Loyal L Wirt to 
Miss R Fletcher, Thermopylea, Hope Stireet, South Brisbane, 23 April 1907; Brisbane Institute of Social 
Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, Minute Book, 18 September 1906-5 
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1908 and covered its routine operations, such as closing times, the responsibilities of 
the departments and the Board in relation to each other, the arrangement of Institute 
wide events and the forbidding of gambling in any form on the premises.**^' To 
maximise a sense of belonging, without imperilling efficiency, Wirt devised a scheme 
of management where the constitution and rales of the Institute defined the "work" of 
each department, such as the Boys' and Girls' Clubs, and allocated to each its own 
committee and officials, along with representatives from the Board of Directors, who 
would in this capacity provide an overall homogeneity in the ranning of the Institute, 
without endangering the spirit of innovation fostered, it was hoped, through 
departmental "Home Rule" **^ ° This form of intemal democracy was melded with the 
Institute's objectives, which were directed in actuality rather than rhetorically, and 
perhaps to a greater extent than other youth organisations in Queensland, at the poorer 
sections of working class juveniles and young adults in Fortitude Valley. 
In this regard, the key emphasis of the Institute was its "preventative" rather than 
"curative" capacities. These capacities were exercised through keeping local boys from 
"... becoming wards of the state", thus preserving "... them to health and honour..."**^* 
It was initiated as a "... work of Social redemption... for the necessitous poor of this 
city", singling out for attention particularly "... the wild haram scaram youth of the 
street", who were considered in dire need of "taming" and being offered something 
"noble... to Uve for" * *^ ^ Indeed, Wirt envisaged that, even if in a small way, the 
September 1923, Minutes of Meeting of Board of Directors 16 June 1908; Brisbane Institute of Social 
Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, Minute Book, 18 September 1906-5 
September 1923, Minutes of Meeting of Board of Directors 30 June 1908; Brisbane Institute of Social 
Service, OM72-21/4, [Box 1], A2 Annual Report 1908/1909; Brisbane Institiite of Social Service, Fifth 
Annital Report, p. 11. 
"^' Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, 
Minute Book 18 Sept 1906-5 Sept 1923, Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors 21 July 1908. 
"*° Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, First 
Annual Report. 
" " Brisbane Instimte of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter. Loyal L Wirt to Mr GA Cameron, Hon. Secretary, 
Benevolent Fund, Land Department, 2 March 1907. 
" " Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter, WP Spargo to Mr T Hooper, Brown Street, New Farm, 5 
June 1907; Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 
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Institute would redress class injustice, declaring that "The building was not for the 
fortunate ones, but for the less fortunate; if the children did not get a fair opportunity in 
life, they were going to get it there."*'^ ^ These sentiments appealed to Brisbane's local 
press, with the editor of the Daily Mail terming it, "... a centie of social helpfiilness and 
a factory of strong and beautiful lives."** '^* According to Wirt the Prenuer was 
enamoured with the Institute also, stating in conference with its founder that it 
constituted a "Ughted window in Poverty Valley": 
You are saving lives and every life saved is an asset to the state. The institution 
has brought Ught and hope into Poverty Valley. The stieets are no longer filled 
with gangs of wild boys and girls. The chief of poUce tells me it used to take ten 
policemen to keep order there, now it needs but two. He gives credit to your 
institution.**^^ 
While experiencing generally high levels of moral support from press, pulpit and the 
broader community the Institute had its detiactors. **^ ^ The AngUcan Church Chronicle 
was critical of the management's generosity, claiming that too many of the Institute's 
facilities being on the "free list" was counter productive, "... since experience goes to 
prove that a thing is better valued when it costs at least something."** '^ Despite the 
involvement of David Bowman as a Vice-President, the labour press was dismissive of 
"Loyal Wirt's... great glittering charity 'Home'", contending that only when the home 
life of the working classes is improved through progressive reforms will opportunity 
really knock for the children of workers.**^* Local larrikin gangs also appear to have 
resented the presence of the Institute as demonstrated by their laying siege to the 
December 1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter. Loyal L Wirt to the Federal Sawmilling and 
Trading Co., Killamey, 20 March 1907. 
" " Telegraph, 16 May 1907, p. 5. 
" " D M , 18 April 1907, p. 2. 
**®* Wirt, The World is My Parish, p. 106. 
"** See die articles in the ML, 20 July 1907, p. 161 and the CC, 2 April 1906, p. 143. 
"^^ CC, 2 April 1906, p. 142. 
"** Worker, 27 April 1907, p. 5. 
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building occasionally. However, such attacks were short-lived and relatively harmless,
not representing anything more than an occasional nuisance for its members.1169
Hostility from disgruntled locals and the labour press did not seem to affect
membership numbers too adversely, as revealed in table twelve.
Table Twelve. Brisbane Institute of Social Service, Average Weekly Attendance,
Selected Clubs, 1907-1914
* Includes the Brisbane Institute Junior Naval Cadets and the Loyal Wirt Brigade.
Source: 'Statistics of the State of Queensland: Social Statistics', QPP, 1908-1915-16.
These figures for the years 1907 to 1914 reveal, with the exception of the female
gymnasium club, the other clubs experienced growth with overall attendance
burgeoning from 280 in 1907 to 1 052 in 1914, or by just under four hundred percent
At this juncture it is perhaps appropriate to turn to a consideration of the various
agencies, including their rationale, comprising the corporate structure of the Institute of
Social Service.
1169 Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter, WP Spargo to Commissioner of Police, Brisbane, 13 June
1907; Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM 72-21/8 [Box 2], E Letter Book 6 December 1907 -17
December 1908, letter, WP Spargo to Sergeant of police, Valley, 28 February 1908.
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Physical exercise programmes 
Evidentiy, the data presented in table twelve demonstiates the popularity of the physical 
exercise programmes instituted by the gymnasium staff, which pleased supporters of 
the Institute, one of whom praised them for producing "... fewer weeds and more 
robust boys and girls.""^° The Institute gymnasium was named the Campbell 
Gymnasium, after the late James Campbell, a recognised sporting identity in the city, 
whose sons' firm's generosity largely outfitted the facility."'* Instraction was provided 
by volunteers from the Brisbane Gymnasium with each club or department having use 
of the gymnasium at stipulated times, with gender segregation being a fundamental 
rale.**'^ Classes were also held Uke the Young Men's Physical Culture Class, which 
had no relationship with the Young Men's Club, but existed for young men interested 
in gymnastics solely.**'^  
Boxing was promoted keenly as a part of the gymnasium programme, particularly 
among the boys and juveniles at the Institute. Through this medium of supervised 
fighting the Superintendent hoped to teach boys to be "manly' and to shame "... them 
out of cowardly tricks" In a "stand-up bout" the aim was to get these stieet toughs to 
imbibe fair play and eschew "hunting in packs" and attacking lone individuals in a 
"wolf-Uke" manner, thus achieving the "... eUmination of their jackal and coward 
qualities" **'^  
"™ Brisbane Instittite of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Instittite of Social Service. First 
Annual Report. 
Campbell was one of the leading supporters of the Brisbane Gymnasium, occupying prior to his 
deadi in 1906 the position of President, and die development of sports in Brisbane. BC, 22 November 
1906, p. 7, 13 July 1907, p. 14; Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 
April 1906-4 December 1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter, Loyal L Wirt to Messrs JD and CW 
Campbell, Creek Street, Brisbane, 8 May 1907. 
""BC, 15 May 1907, p. 9. 
""BC, 8 July 1907, p. 3. 
"'"BC, 28 April 1911, p. 2. 
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The Institute creche and kindergarten 
The story of the Institute's creche and kindergarten, including its acrimonious split with 
the Institute in 1910 over financial contiol of its operation, has been told, along with its 
early development, elsewhere.'*'^ Thus, it is not my intention to relate here the genesis 
of the still functioning Creche and Kindergarten Association of Queensland despite it 
constituting a very interesting episode in the state's cultural history. However, it is 
worth dealing briefly with the factors motivating Wirt, a coterie comprising members of 
the Brisbane Women's Club and a committee "... composed of many of Brisbane's first 
women", in the formation of the creche and kindergarten attached to the Institute from 
1907 until its withdrawal.**'^  The reasoning behind the foundation of the creche 
followed that of the deftmct Brisbane Day Nursery Society, which operated under the 
auspices of a 'ladies' committee between 1888 and 1891 in the working class districts 
of Paddington, the Valley and South Brisbane.'"' The Institute creche, inspired by the 
growing interest in the "scientific' study of childhood and infanthood, functioned to 
offer working mothers and their young offspring that latest in 'expert' advice on child 
rearing. It also constituted a centie where the working and 'higher classes' could meet, 
socialise and create bonds, as outlined by Wirt: 
Here the working girls would leave their babies in the moming. After a hard 
day's work in some nearby shoe or clothing factory, they would retum to the 
" " Carmel MT Byrne, Meeting the Needs of Our Children: A history of Brisbane Kindergarten Teachers 
College 1911-1981, Brisbane, Brisbane College of Advanced Education, 1986. From August 1910 the 
Association were granted from the Govemment Estimates £125 per branch kindergarten along with £50 
rent allowance. COL/289,48-163,1909-1927, Correspondence and Printed Matter re creches and 
kindergartens, Brisbane area. Newspaper Clippings, 1909-1927, 'Grants to Creche and Kindergarten 
Association', in-letter 10641,27 November 1916, Under Secretary to EC Barton, President of the Board 
of Directors, Institute of Social Service, 16 August 1910 [Top No. 08733]. A time-line of significant 
events associated with the Creche and Kindergarten Association appears in Allan D Falzdeen, Creche & 
Kindergarten Association of Queensland: A brief history 1907-1997, Brisbane, Creche & Kindergarten 
Association, 1997, pp. 5-6. Indeed, following its separation from the Institute the Creche and 
Kindergarten Association prospered, facilitating the establishment of kindergartens at WooUoongabba, 
Paddington, West End and Fortitude Valley by 1914. Creche & Kindergarten Association, Creche & 
Kindergarten Association of Queenslarul: Historical inforrruition package, p. 1. 
"'* Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter. Loyal L Wirt to Miss Carrie Liggins, Methodist Ladies' 
College, Wayville, Adelaide, SA, 20 February 1907. 
" " Week, 26 May 1888, p. 15,27 February 1891, p. 11.; EO, 31 October 1888, p. 6. 
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institution to find their little ones bathed, fed and fitted out with new clothes and 
happy. That meant salvation to the child, and, for the mother it meant friendship, 
and guidance, which often meant salvation for her too.'*'^ 
That the Institute considered the "poorer classes" in need of this faciUty was undoubted, 
with attendances registered by working mothers from, at the time, the quite distant 
working class distiicts of Milton, Paddington and Red Hill in the city's inner north 
west, and Highgate Hill, WooUoongabba, Kangaroo Point and Thompson Estate in the 
inner south. **'^  Indeed, in promoting the creche and kindergarten, the first annual report 
presented it as a boon to single mothers also: 
There are, in Brisbane, as in every other large city, many poor working women 
who, from sad circumstances, are forced to fill not only the place of both father 
and mother, but, in addition to this, the breadwinner of the family. This condition 
necessarily precludes either the possibility of home making or the proper care of 
the children. These mothers are forced to leave early in the moming to pursue 
their work in shops, factories, or steam laundries, and their babies (sometimes 
two or three in number, ranging from a few weeks to a very few years) are left in 
the care of a child little more than a babe herself, and, failing her, to anyone of 
the neighbours who will undertake the charge. The results of this are shown only 
too pathetically in the fagged and anxious faces of the women, the fretfiil, half-
starved babies, and in the cheerless and neglected homes. It is not to relieve these 
mothers of their responsibility, but to ease their overwhelming burden of care and 
anxiety, to enable them to keep their home and family together, and to supply to 
their little ones the wholesome and loving care of which they are deprived, and 
which is so necessary to their well-being, that the Brisbane Creche and 
Kindergarten Association has been formed.' * ^ ° 
The Free Kindergarten, for "Men and women in the making—under six", was described 
by Wirt as a "... scientific play-school" **^* In terms of modemist appreciation of the 
^™ Wirt, The World is My Parish, p. 105. The crfeche section catered to babies and infants from duee 
months to three years in age between the hours of 7am to 6pm, and were placed under die "watchful 
attention" of a certified nurse. 
" " Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/4 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, A2 
Annual Report 1908/1909. 
"*" Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Instittite of Social Service, First 
Annual Report. 
' '*' Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Instittite of Social Service, 
Minute Book, 18 September 1906-5 September 1923, Minutes of Meeting 16 November 1906; Brisbane 
Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 1907, 
301 
Chapter Seven 
"... fl centre of social" 
'life cycle' the kindergarten was, in fact, regarded as the first agency within the 
Institute designated for character formation. While kindergartens had been 
experimented with in the state school sector in the 1890s they had failed to cement their 
position in the system. **^^ Private institutions estabUshed during the late Victorian and 
Edwardian years proved to be expensive. The value of these institutions - for instilling 
'appropriate' values in the very young - was perhaps more recognised by the first 
decade of the twentieth century and certainly presented to the philanthropic of Brisbane 
as essential for delivering "... the little ones from the stieets at this most impressionable 
age", and for imparting lessons in order, symmetry, patience and aesthetic appreciation 
through their placement",,, in a beautiful child garden, where every faculty will be 
awakened to that which is traest and best in life,"**^^  
The Loyal Wirt Brigade 
"Graduating" from the kindergarten the male child could enrol at the age of seven years 
in the Loyal Wirt Brigade, which by 1912 was touted by management as ",,. fast 
becoming the principal feature of the Institute", not least in terms of its putative success 
in inculcating in the boys an ",,. increased amenableness to discipline" **^ '* The Brigade 
was founded initially to prepare these young working class boys for entry to the 
Institute's Junior Naval Cadet Corps upon tuming twelve years of age.***^  Named after 
containing copies of out-letters, letter. Loyal L Wirt to Messrs S Shillito and Sons, Ipswich, 4 February 
1907. 
"'^ Kindergartens attached to State Schools from 1890 had a somewhat chequered history, being affected 
adversely by penurious economic conditions in the colony/state, misunderstandings on matters pertaining 
to kindergarten philosophy as an educational philosophy, the method's low-esteem within the teaching 
community and general lack of interest on the part of the Department of Public Instruction's higher 
echelons. Susan Grieshaber, 'Preschool Pioneer: Mary Agnew and the development of kindergarten 
method in Queensland State Schools, 1890-1910', in Greg Logan and Tom Watson, (eds). Soldiers of the 
Service: Some early Queensland educators and the schools, Brisbane, History of Queensland Education 
Society, 1992, pp. 72-85. 
"*^ For example, the first kindergarten Director appointed was Carrie Liggins, a graduate of the Sydney 
Training College. Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social 
Service, First Annual Report. 
"** Brisbane Institute of Social Service, Fifth Annual Report, pp. 4, 8. 
' '*^  Brisbane Institute of Social Service, Eighth Annual Report, p. 8. 
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the Institute's founder, its activities on prescribed weeknight evenings, following the 
calUng of the roll at 7.30pm, were: 
... after a littie drill they form two deep, march round the hall, keeping time with 
the music, and salute the Commonwealth flag - this flag was kindly presented to 
the boys by Captain Richardson. With bright eyes fixed on the teacher, and right 
hand raised, they pledge themselves to serve God, the King, their Countiy, and to 
love one another - a pledge we trast the boys will remember in the coming years, 
when they are men, and perhaps the future leaders in this city... Perhaps the best 
time in the evening is when ttiey all tioop down to the Gymnasium, where they 
are put through a course of physical drill, club swinging, and dumb bell exercise. 
The improvement in some of these stunted and undergrown Uttie bodies is 
wonderful. A case in point is a small boy who has suffered for years from the 
effects of lead poisoning; his mother is delighted with the change for the better in 
his health... During the past year prizes have been given for good conduct and 
attendance; a competition was held for the best design of the Club Motto, "Help 
ye the Helpless."*^*^ 
The Institute Naval Cadet Corps 
From the Loyal Wirt Brigade, boys keen on fiirthering their 'career' in the uniformed 
youth movement, could tiansfer into the Institute Naval Cadet Corps. The 
establishment of this particular department was a product less of conscious miUtarism 
and planning on the part of management, than that of a matrix of unplanned 
circumstances. Concurrent with the actual commencement of the Institute Boys' Club 
in January 1908, the caretaker, Mr Mudford, who had served as a Chief Gunner in the 
Royal Navy, suggested the Naval Cadet Corps notion to the Board of Directors.*'*' His 
reasoning for this course of action was advanced in his contiibution to the Institute's 
first annual report, where he stated that the boys attending the Institute: 
"** Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service. 
Minute Book 18 Sept 1906-5 Sept 1923, Brisbane Institute of Social Service, Annual Report and Balance 
Sheet, 2^ August 1910, OM72-21. JOL. See also BC, 22 December 1910, p. 7. 
" " Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Instittite of Social Service, 
Minute Book, 18 September 1906-5 September 1923, Minutes of Meeting of Board of Directors 5 
December 1907. Mudford served in the British Navy and the Chilean Navy before coming to Queensland 
where he served in the Naval Defence Force until his retirement. He was became the Instructor to Sea 
Scout movement widiin the Boy Scouts, Queensland Section. BC, 3 April 1908, p. 6,5 August 1912, p. 
10. 
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... appeared to be very wild and ungovemable, and I soon came to the conclusion 
that nothing but strict military discipline, tempered with kindness, would be of 
any use. I then looked around for the most efficient method of carrying out a 
system of strict discipUne with attiactive and useful instraction.*** 
After the first few months in tiaining the boys of the Brisbane Social Institute of Naval 
Cadets, as they were called, were in the process of being 'tamed'. Again, in Chief 
Gunner Mudford's words, "Discipline soon began to tell, and the change in the general 
conduct of the boys was very gratifying", as attested by their creditable performance at 
the naval camp at Cleveland.***^ Their sterling performance was occasioned perhaps by 
the quite graelUng schedule of tiaining devised by Mudford, which saw two hours 
given over to "practical seamanship" on Monday evenings, Wednesday evenings 
devoted to "small arm musketry and cutlass exercises" and Saturday classes in "all 
branches of physical exercise" **''^  Indeed, the Corps was becoming well known in the 
Valley according to Mudford, who claimed that "We are now overwhelmed with 
applications from boys wishing to become members..." However, many were rejected 
due to lack of finances, which was a grave pity given that in the neighbourhood, "Good 
material is going to waste for the want of proper discipline, instraction, and 
amusement."**'* 
The popularity of the Corps, and its promise in disciplining the leisure hours of the 
Valley's "stieet urchins", drew fulsome praise at the first annual meeting of the 
Institute on 12 May 1908, and in subsequent annual reports.'*'^ Indeed, so popular was 
it that an "unofficial" counterpart was established in 1909 comprising initially sixty 
boys, even younger than those in the 'official' Corps. According to Mrs Mercer Snuth, 
' "* Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Instimte of Social Service, First 
Annual Report. 
"*' Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Instimte of Social Service, First 
Annual Report. 
'"" Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, First 
Annual Report. 
" " Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, First 
Annual Report. 
"'^ BC, 13 May 1908, p. 5,25 July 1911, p. 5. 
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the Club/Corps was formed at the instigation of Chief Gunner Mudford, "... who was 
distiessed at seeing so many small boys hanging round the Instimte night after night 
anxious to join the Junior Naval Cadets."**'^  
Initially based within the Boys' Club for boys aged between fourteen and seventeen 
years it became an instant success and was supported ardently by the likes of Institute 
treasurer at the time, WJ Weatherill. Weatherill was a man of some influence in 
nautical circles who convinced the Naval Commandant in Brisbane, to proffer "every 
assistance" to the Corps' formation including supplying some weaponry and granting 
the use of boats owned by the naval defence force.* *''* In line with its policy of support 
for the Cadets discussed in chapter four, the govemment also offered the Corps, 
comprising fifty Cadets, help in the form of free rail passes for Cadets when training at 
Cleveland on Moreton Bay.**'^  Given the membership was not derived from the 
wealthiest backgrounds it appears that the Institute raised the cash for the purchase of 
materials (£23) for making up the Corps' uniform, which were hand sewn by Mrs 
Mudford and other 'lady' volunteers, thus effecting a further cost saving.**'^  Not all of 
the boy Cadets could be offered uniforms, however.**^ This lack of uniforms was 
overcome through the generosity of New Farm based philanthropist James Clark, who 
purchased one hundred uniforms for the Corps, faciUtating its fiirther expansion.**'* 
1193 Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Instittite of Social Service, 
Minute Book 18 Sept 1906-5 Sept 1923, Brisbane Instimte of Social Service, Annual Report and Balance 
Sheet, r^ August 1910. 
1194 Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, 
Minute Book, 18 September 1906-5 September 1923, Minutes of Meeting of Board of Directors 11 
February 1908. 
' "^Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, Minute 
Book, 18 September 1906-5 September 1923, Minutes of Meeting of Board of Directors 14 April 1908. 
Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, 
Minute Book, 18 September 1906-5 September 1923, Minutes of Meeting of Board of Directors 3 June 
1907; BC, 23 June 1908, p. 6. 
Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Instittite of Social Service, First 
Annual Report. 
"* Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/4 [Box 1], Brisbane Instittite of Social Service, A2 
Annual Report 1908/1909; BC, 15 October 1908, p. 2. 
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It appears, however, the Clark was not motivated by an unsulUed purity of thought in 
making his donation. Rather, he beUeved as a local boss that the Institute Naval Cadet 
Corps deserved support because "The discipUne and drill received by the boys had 
made them sought after by employers."**'' Another prominent citizen, EJT Barton, saw 
in the Institute, particularly its fostering of a Naval Cadet Corps, a substitute for the 
'lawlessness' and lack of discipline in working class youth leisure. Commenting on the 
Institute Cadets he avers that, "... the effects of this discipline are said to have been 
admirable, especially in the case of the lads, who, under no restraint in their own 
homes, were apt to make themselves a nuisance in the neighbourhood."*^"" Indeed, in a 
speech made at the first annual meeting of the Institute, Barton praised it for attempting 
to mould the "... straight, honest and sober citizen" *^ "* 
The Corps was based on the top floor of the Institute where recraits traversed the same 
course as Cadets completed on tiaining ships, including small-arms drill, field exercise, 
boat drill, boat management and heavy and machine gun drill. Courses on practical 
seamanship and nautical navigation were also designed to prepare the Institute Cadets 
for future service in the naval forces of the Commonwealth.*^"^ The courses and 
associated physical tiaining in the gymnasium and swimming pool were ran 
competitively, with the top performing Cadets being awarded medals for their 
proficiency. "Good conduct" badges were also awarded to the most obedient. *^ °^  The 
ultimate reward, however, was being selected to pass into the Senior Naval Cadet Corps 
at Kangaroo Point, with only a Umited quota of places available under federal 
funding.* °^^  The Corps was affected adversely as a result of the Federal Universal 
" " BC, 15 October 1908, p. 2. 
1200 
Barton, (ed.). Jubilee History of Queensland, p. 155. 
'^'" Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, First 
Annual Report. 
'^ °^ BC, 3 April 1908, p. 6. 
'^ "^  BC, 24 December 1908, p. 4,16 December 1909, p. 7, 8 December 1910, p. 4,21 December 1912, p. 
6. 
'^ "^  BC, 2 April 1909, p. 3. The age of entty into die Senior Cadets was sixteen years. 
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MiUtary Training scheme, causing a considerable drop-off in numbers.*^" With the 
passage of the Defence Act the Institute suppUed "80 well-trained boys" for service in 
the Brisbane naval contingent of three hundred boys. Further, as the Act abolished the 
Junior Naval Cadet Corps, the Institute refocussed its training on boys under fourteen 
£ 1206 
years of age. 
The Boys' Club 
For those of less martial inclination adolescent males could orient to the Boy's Club, 
formed alongside the naval Cadet Corps, and also managed by Mudford,*^"' The Boys' 
Club, while attiacting less attention than the Naval Cadet Corps, maintained an eager 
membership of 'rough' working class boys aged between ten and seventeen years.*^°* 
The prime motivation for the club mirrored that of the Naval Cadet Corps, namely 
seeking to rescue boys from incipient criminal activities of the larrikin Pushes in the 
Valley, such as the Jane-Stieet Push, the Holy Boys' Push, the Soapy Push and the 
Kelly Gang Push.*^"' The Club was typical for its period, sponsoring a mixture of 
games, singing, "general amusement", gymnastics, wrestiing, fencing "... and other 
manly exercises", including cricket, with a more 'serious' side involving classes of 
instraction in scientific subjects.*^*" However, these Pushes were, apparently, 
constantiy in state of alert, protecting their "patch' with physical force against members 
1011 
of other Pushes. While aiming at 'taming' such wild stieet youths it was recognised 
'^ °^ Brisbane Institute of Social Service, Fifth Annual Report, p. 7. 
'^ ''* BC, 22 July 1909, p. 5, 25 July 1911, p. 5. 
Due to the success of die Corps Mudford was promoted from caretaker to Superintendent of the 
Boys' Club and Cadet instructor at 25s per week plus lodging and gas for both he and his wife. Brisbane 
Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, Minute Book, 18 
September 1906-5 September 1923, Minutes of Meeting of Board of Directors, 9 June 1908. 
^^°^BC, 6 December 1907, p.7, 1 January 1908, p. 3. 
'^ •^  Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Instittite of Social Service, First 
Annual Report. 
^™ Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Instittite of Social Service, First 
Annual Report. A cricket club was formed in association widi die Boys' Club in mid-1907. BC, 7 
September 1907, p. 7. 
' ^ " B C , 28 April 1911, p. 2. 
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that even after attracting such youths into the Institute, progress in this regard would 
not necessarily be instantaneous. 
The strategy adopted by youth workers at the Club was to separate the rowdier boys -
usually associated with the Pushes - into what was referred to as the "outlaw section", 
where they "... are kept to themselves until it is seen what they are likely to develop 
into. Some of them enter outlaws and remain untamed till they and the Institute part 
company." Those who proved sufficiently malleable were placed either in the Loyal 
Wirt Brigade, or if over the age of twelve, into the Boys' Club, and/ or the Institute 
Naval Cadet Corps. A test of loyalty was imposed in the form of a membership charge 
of 2s 6d per quarter. For this sum of money access was gained to a billiard table, 
although a charge of 3d per game was levied, bagatelle, gramophone, library, a piano, 
"... and everything necessary for comfort and recreation."*^*^ 
The Working Girls' Club 
Unlike for boys, girls had no equivalent of the Loyal Wirt Brigade to maintain a 
potentially continuous membership at the Institute. Following the kindergarten stage, 
females were in 'Umbo' until they reached an age when they were permitted to re-enter 
the Institute through the medium of the Girls' Club, which was marketed as "A refuge 
1^11 
from the street or unhappy home day or night." The objectives of the Girls' Club 
have aheady been delineated in chapter three. This Club was the oldest of all the 
Institute's departments, having had a previous existence in the guise of the Valley 
Working Girls' Club prior to incorporation into the Institute stracture. Perhaps to 
distinguish its new beginning the Club was re-christened the Working Girls' Guild. 
Membership of the Institute allowed for an expansion of activities so that by 1908 it 
offered its members, "Noon-day Rest and Lunch Rooms; Reading, Sewing, and Music 
'^'^BC, 28 April 1911, p. 2. 
'^'^ See the Institute letterhead. 
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Rooms; Instraction in Cooking, Laundering, Dress-making, and Home-brightening. 
Basket BaU. Swimming."*^*'* 
These activities were to involve no mixing of the genders, due to the perceived 
potential for sexual liaisons to occur between the boys, girls, young men and young 
women of the Institute. To police the division of the genders, a stiict code of 
segregation was maintained, as can be gleaned from the following communication 
directed by Superintendent Spargo to Mrs WH Carvasso, President of the Girls' Club: 
I wish to draw your attention to a littie matter that I consider needs careful 
handUng at the present - that is, I find that some of the girls come out of the 
Gymnasium and talk to the boys around the door, which would result, if not 
checked in time, in perhaps something of an unpleasant character. May I be 
permitted to suggest that the girls be informed that they are not to talk with the 
boys on the stairs or at the door, and, at the same time, instracted that they are not 
to leave the Gymnasium until they are going home? I will take the necessary 
steps to inform the boys concerning the matter, and, at the same time, the 
caretaker shall keep the Gymnasium door locked until the hour expires and they 
1215 
are to retire. 
The dire need for maintaining this Club for the working girls of the Valley within the 
Institute was declared by Wirt in correspondence with Mrs A Heron Wilson of 
Maryborough, a generous benefactor to the Club and the person after whom the 
clubrooms were named, following her donation of £50 toward fumishings.*^*^ Of 
paramount importance was the consideration of racial fitness: 
We have set apart... one whole floor for the working girls' Club. Here tiie many 
thousands of young women who work in this industrial section of the city, will 
come and eat their lunch and rest at noon midst plesant [sic] and healthful 
surroundings. And at night we shall invite them to leave their squalid little homes, 
ill fumished rooms, or perambulation of the street, and spend their idle hours in 
these rooms.... If only you could stand at night and see the narrow-chested, 
'^'^ See the Instittite letterhead. 
'^'^ Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter, WP Spargo to Mrs WH Carvasso, Arthur Stieet, New Farm, 
29 August 1907. 
'^^  Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, First 
Annual Report; BC, 28 March 1907, p. 7. 
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hollow-cheeked, ill-nourished girls pouring from our shops and factories, your 
heart would go out to the future mothers of our race. To stiaighten up these bent 
forms, round out these undeveloped bodies, and strive for a sturdier race, is, I 
think, the greatest work before the makers of Austialia to-day. 
The Club was also to be a haven for tiiose numerous working girls from "unhappy 
homes" who "... are driven into the street as the only place of relief, offering them "... 
every facility for developing their womanly instincts."*^** Smoothing the rough edges 
of the "... manners of the rader girls" was also placed high on the list of Girls' Club 
aims.*^" 
The girl members had the use of the clubroom, the Wilson Room, provided their dues 
were up-to-date. For the membership fee of either 10s per annum or Is per month paid 
in advance the member could use the Wilson Room for meeting friends at lunchtime or 
after work, opening hours being between 7.30pm and 9.30pm every evening except 
Sunday, where light meals could be purchased. Also, financial solvency permitted free 
admission to the various 'instractional' classes, use of the Club library and attendance 
1220 
at the quarterly gala nights, to which each member could invite a friend. The Wilson 
Room, located on the top level of the building was also opened at luncheon so as to 
reUeve "... many of the employees from adjacent shops" taking their lunch "on the 
stieet", thus countering the vistas of unhealthy temptation believed lurking there.'^ ^* 
'^'^ Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter. Loyal L Wirt to Mrs JH Wilson, Doon Villa, Maryborough, 
6 February 1907. 
'^ '* Brisbane Institiite of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter. Loyal L Wirt to Mr JH Jones, James Stteet, Toowoomba, 28 
February 20 February 1907. 
'^" Telegraph, 20 April 1907, p. 4. 
'^ ^^  Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, First 
Annual Report. 
' " ' COL/289,48-163,1909-1927, Correspondence and Printed Matter re creches and kindergartens, 
Brisbane area newspaper clippings, 1909-1927, in-letter 10245 of 1910, W Mudford to C Lea, Local 
Secretary, British Australasian Tobacco Coy Pty Ltd, 19 September 1910. 
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The Club, which endeavoured to emulate a "homelike" atmosphere, with "growing 
plants and flowers" capable of "... conquer[ing] even the roughest girl", in its first year 
of operation had an average attendance of seventeen per night,*^^^ A reporter from the 
Evening Observer describes the kind of atmosphere that the youth workers sought to 
create. Based upon their perception of the working class neighbourhood as rough, noisy 
and disorganised, these predominantiy middle and upper class 'lady' workers sought to 
foster an ambience of calmness, orderliness and poUteness. The reporter's observation 
was that: 
... the Girls' Club room... now wears quite a comfortable homeUke appearance, 
and is prettily arranged in a series of rooms by means of curtains in restfiil tones 
of sage green and olive. Comfortable chairs, a sofa or two, a piano, and a cosy 
comer, pictures, pretty window curtains, and vases of flowers, tastefiilly arranged, 
make up a comfortable and inviting interior, and lastly there is a little writing 
room with supplies of stationery & c.*^ ^^  
A premium was placed on instraction in home economy, which was envisaged as 
rendering the members "... more useful, industrious and thrifty", as well as materially 
attiactive to prospective marriage partners. Gradually activities extended to include the 
formation of a swimming club in November 1907, which by 1909 had assumed the 
rather grand appellation of the Social Institute Ladies' Swimming Club.*^^ '* 
However, cookery classes were mooted from the inception of the Club as being one of 
its cential activities. Preparation for the marriage market, and managing a 'successful' 
household after betrothal, held a special place in the regimen of the Club and, following 
popular wisdom, these were understood to be best achieved through appealing to the 
1222 
Bnsbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter. Loyal L Wirt to Mrs Jessie Heron Wilson, Maryborough, 20 
February 1907; Telegraph, 20 April 1907, p. 4. 
' "^£0,18 April 1907, p. 3. 
'^^ Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/4 [Box 1], Brisbane Instimte of Social Service, A2 
Annual Report 1908/1909; Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 
April 1906-4 December 1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter. Loyal L Wirt to Mr CR Pickworth, 
Queen Street, Brisbane, 1 March 1907; BC, 1 November 1907, p. 7. The report of die annual meeting 
suggests that the Club may have, in fact, shown a small credit for die year of approximately £2. BC, 7 
April 1908, p. 7,7 June 1909, p. 7. 
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male stomach. As a report on the Club states, "Knowing that many a working man's 
home was rained by bad cooking, classes were formed for instracting girls in this very 
necessary art." Encouragement was given to perfecting this 'art' in the form of prizes 
for the best-cooked roast, vegetables, gravy and other culinary delights, as well as 
prizes given for the most proficient performances over the year.*^ ^^  
Despite the continued increase in members since its foundation, from fifty at 
commencement to 222 in 1914, the Club straggled to maintain financial solvency. 
During its first year it operated at a loss apparentiy. *^ ^^  The prospect was only slightiy 
improved in the years 1908 and 1909, with its head remaining above water only 
through the proceeds of Coin Evenings, Jumble Sales and Progressive Euchre 
Parties.*^ '^ By 1914 the Club had a small credit balance.*^^* However, unUke the 
management of other girls' clubs, such as the Anglican Factory and Working Girls' 
Club in the 1890s, it appears that more "modem' and democratic methods had been 
imbibed by youth workers attached to the Club. One such worker, for example, poured 
scom on any technique of contiol that smacked of "patronage", espousing a basic 
evangelical communalism in approach, "Successful work could only be carried out by 
recognising that 'they were all sisters of the one great human family, having a common 
Father'" '^^' Despite this injunction and its general application within the Club, its poor 
financial state led to it being brought under direct control of the Board of Directors by 
1911_i23o 
'"^ Telegraph, 20 April 1907, p. 4; BC, 21 December 1911, p. 9. 
'^ *^ Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, 
Minute Book, 18 September 1906-5 September 1923, Minutes of Meeting of Board of Directors 14 April 
1908. 
'^" Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Instimte of Social Service, 
Minute Book 18 Sept 1906-5 Sept 1923, Brisbane Institute of Social Service, Annual Report and Balance 
Sheet, y^ August 1910; BC, 24 February 1908, p. 7,31 March 1909, p. 7,9 February 1910, p. 7. 
'^ '^ Brisbane Institute of Social Service, Eighth Annual Report, p. 7. 
' " ' Telegraph, 20 April 1907, p. 4. 
'"°BC, 25 July 1911, p. 5. 
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The Young Men's Club 
Loyal Wirt was emphatic on the need for the Institute to house a club for the young 
men of the Valley. In a missive to Mrs CA Hawkins, a wealthy pation from Brisbane's 
south side, he related that the venue would, "... stand as a protest to and a substitute for 
all those evils, known and unknown, which beset the boys and young men of 
Brisbane...", becoming a place, "... where the members of the Club will meet with 
christian [sic] men, and be inspired to higher ideals... to a nobler life and manlier 
standards."'^^' The Club was regarded as particularly important given the cyclical 
unemployment that visited working class neighbourhoods like the Valley creating "idle 
hands" and thus the ever present threat of the "devil's work" Acting as an agent of 
prevention the Young Men's Club opened both in the evenings and dining daytime, 
providing a ",.. pleasant resort to pass dull hours when out of employment, through 
sickness or other causes.. ."'^ ^^ With this aim in mind one of the Club's "Chief objects 
was providing a Temperance Bar as a further counter attiaction to the public houses of 
the city", despite Castiemaine Brewery and at least one city publican being generous 
subscribers to the Institute! *^ '^  
The Young Men's Club was estabUshed in 1907 with an intake of fifty members, 
growing to 270 by 1914, making it the most popular club within the Institute. It 
encompassed the educational feahires of an institute or mutual improvement society in 
the form, for instance, of evening classes and instiiiction in first aid, as well as the 
recreational emphasis of the club format, provided for in die recreation hall and 
1231 Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter. Loyal L Wirt to Mrs CA Hawkins, Rockville, Vulttire 
Stteet, 20 February 20 February 1907. 
1232 Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1] Brisbane Instittite of Social Service, Minute 
Book 18 Sept 1906-5 Sept 1923, Brisbane Institute of Social Service, Annual Report and Balance Sheet 
2"^ August 1910. 
'"^ Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/4 [Box 1], Brisbane Instittite of Social Service, A2 
Annual Report 1908/1909; Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 
April 1906-4 December 1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter, WP Spargo to Mr J Hollander, 
Queensland Brewery Ltd, Elizabeth Street, City, 31 November 1907; Brisbane Instittite of Social 
Service, OM 72-21/8 [Box 2], E Letter Book, 6 December 1907 -17 December 1908, letter, WP Spargo 
to Mr Harris, Clarence Hotel, Soudi Brisbane, 3 January 1908. 
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clubrooms. A daily buffet was also organised for the hungry among the 
membership.*^ '^* The Institute Young Men's Club comprised 'Two great rooms", sixty 
feet-by-thirty-five feet, which were converted and equipped for the edification of the 
membership.*^^^ In one of the rooms two billiard tables predominated where games 
could be played at a small charge, "... free from... undesirable associations" However, 
despite the tables being located in 'wholesome' surroundings, the Club committee 
forbade persons less than seventeen years frequenting the billiard room, so as not to be 
seen as encouraging the game.*^^ ^ Other "wholesome games of amusement" were 
provided to attract patronage, including bagatelle, bille, billiards, board games, quoits, 
shooting gallery, punching ball and boxing gloves. 
For the more intellectually curious a library and reading room were available, and for 
the musically inclined a phonograph was supplied. Indeed, the Institute valued 
accompUshment in the musical arts with initiatives undertaken in the form of the 
promotion of a Choral Society, with an initial membership of forty, increasing to 
seventy, and the estabUshment of an orchestia.*^ '^ These musical societies were 
specifically formed to encourage within the Institute "... as much music as possible, 
with its refining element upon the young men and women that will gather within its 
walls."*^^* They were also viewed in more materialistic terms as providing a means to 
hold monthly concerts, which would hopefully attiact a paying public.*^ '^ The Choral 
Society was valued for similar reasons by the Board of Directors, but perhaps for others 
'^" See die Institute letterhead. 
'"^ Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter, Loyal L Wirt to Mrs CA Hawkins, Rockville, Vulture 
Sti-eet, 20 February 20 February 1907. 
'"* BC, 15 May 1907, p. 9. 
'^" Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Instimte of Social Service, 
Minute Book, 18 September 1906-5 September 1923, Minutes of Meeting of Board of Directors 14 April 
1908; Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, 
First Annual Report. 
'"* Brisbane Instimte of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter, WP Spargo to Miss Smith, Thombury Street, Spring Hill, 16 
May 1907. 
' " 'BC, 12 June 1907. p. 7. 
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by the young female and male members, as this was the only mixed gender activity 
approved of at the Institute.* '^*° 
The weekly regimen was varied and still emphasised the recreational over the 
educational, despite concems voiced on this matter by sections of the Institute earlier. 
Weekly gymnastics classes, bilUard and chess competitions and athletic sports were 
promoted. Indeed, a stiategy for increasing membership at the time was to advertise the 
exceUent facilities for sports and physical tiaining at the Institute among the numerous 
"attileetic" [sic] clubs in the capital.*^ '** While the number of members declined to one 
hundred in 1911-1912, the Club had succeeded in attiacting an average membership 
perhaps larger than any other Young Men's Club in the state.*^ '*^  
A fiirther reflection of the Club's popularity is evidenced in the fact that by its second 
year it was proving a success financially. Indeed, by this juncture not only had it 
become self-supporting but it was making a welcome contribution of 15s per week to 
the Institute's fiinds.*^'*^ The facilities were available for an annual subscription of 10s, 
the uniform charge throughout the Institute 1244 
The Club began with an emphasis on club style recreation, with its first year of 
operation summarised as being "... mostiy of a social character" Some individuals 
holding management responsibilities, such as the Honorary Treasurer in 1908, 
Frederick Annand, bemoaned the neglect of the "useful side of the Club", and agitated 
among the board, successfully, for inclusion in the following year of ".., classes in 
'^""BC, 30 March 1908, p. 4. 
'^'" Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/4 [Box 1], Brisbane Instittite of Social Service, A2 
Annual Report 1908/1909. 
'"^ Brisbane Institute of Social Service, Fifth Annual Report, p. 9. 
'"^ Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/4 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, A2 
Annual Report 1908/1909. 
'"^ BC, 11 January 1908, p. 7. 
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carpentry, shorthand, ambulance work, etc."*^ '*^  WP Spargo, Superintendent at this time 
concurred, stating categorically the management's inclination towards the Club 
adopting a mutual improvement or institute format in the future. In correspondence 
with Mr Lysaght of Ann Stteet, Spargo wrote that, "We have no two opinions on the 
matter that games won't make men; hence our reason for the educational side of our 
young men's work..."* '^*^ However, perhaps due to the comprehensive nature of 
evening classes offered at institutions such as the schools of arts, the YMCA, and later 
the technical college, the dearth of educational fare at the Institute was still a subject of 
disgrantlement among sections of the management, reflected in the Club's annual 
reports prior to the outbreak of the First World War.*^ "*' 
Conclusion 
WP Spargo, the first paid Superintendent at the Institute in 1907, began his tenure in 
office - albeit fairly attenuated - with the same idealism shared by its founder and his 
successors. Of the Institute he declared, "We want to tum this place into the most 
fascinating, attiactive, magnetic power possible, so that the street with it's coarse jokes 
and degrading influences, will have no charm upon our rising generation..." The key 
questions - for the Institute and all other rational recreations institutions in Brisbane -
facing the supporters of Loyal Wirt's grand experiment at the outbreak of World War 
One was: after the first seven years fighting the "degrading influences" of Fortitude 
Valley's streets and alleyways, how successful had the Institute been in channelling 
boys, girls, young men and young women "... from the lower stiatum of Society" into 
"useful and self-respecting" citizens? How successful had the Institute and its staff been 
in putting "... something of happiness into cheerless and circumscribed lives"?*^ "** 
'"^ Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/2 [Box 1], Brisbane Institute of Social Service, First 
Annual Report. 
'^*^risbane Instittite of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter, WP Spargo to Mr Lysaght, Ann Street, Brisbane, 19 
December 1907; See also BC, 4 December 1907, p. 15. 
'^"'SC, 10 April 1913, p. 3. 
'^ "^  Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 1906-4 December 
1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter. Loyal L Wirt to the Associated Timber Merchants, 
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Unfortunately, there were no easy answers for its supporters to these questions, and nor 
are there for the historian recounting the early history of the Institute. The incomplete 
series of records left by the Institute presents difficulties similar to those facing the 
historian of rational recreation in Queensland generally for making assessments of its 
relative success or lack thereof. No member from the period has left accounts of life 
within its walls or its impact on her/ his "character formation" Certainly, the fifth 
annual report, which described the fortunes of the Institute for the years 1906 to 1912 
as "somewhat varied", was far from glowing in its appraisal of its six years of social 
and youth work,* '^*' 
Financially, the Institute was far from prosperous and stable in 1914, although the 
1920s witnessed a marked improvement in this, and other, aspects of the Institute's 
performance. Although, by the 1950s it had become "virtually defiinct", finally ceasing 
to exist in 1959-1960 when the Rotary Club of Fortitude Valley took over the premises 
and estabUshed the Metiopolitan Senior Citizens Centie.*^^" Indeed, Uke other 
institutions with similar charters, the Institute faced financial hardship on an annual 
basis, unfortunately, and despite an annual grant by the government, relying for the 
most part on Brisbane's small and niggardly middle class and elite, tiaditionally 
associated with supporting such ventures. 
From the perspective of the historian surveying the responses of Brisbane's moral 
reform movement in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries to plebeian "... 
leisure on the margins of conventional morality" the Institute of Social Service emerges 
as the most avant 'totalising' approach to the "problem' of "abnormal" leisure and its 
putative dire social consequences.*^^* In operating an institution, which was 
Brisbane, 2 April 1907; Brisbane Instittite of Social Service, OM72-21/7 [Box 2], Letter Book, 23 April 
1906-4 December 1907, containing copies of out-letters, letter, WP Spargo to S Crowther, Beachfield, 
Dornoch Terrace, 30 April 1907. 
' ^ ' Brisbane Institute of Social Service, Fifth Annual Report, p. 10. 
'"" Brisbane Institute of Social Service, OM72-21/1B, Short History, OM72-21. JOL. 
'^ *' Lynch and Veal, Australian Leisure, p. 291; Rojek, Leisure and Culture, pp. 141-195. 
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... fl centre of social" 
underpinned by the 'new' knowledge, stiategies and techniques in the sphere of 
recreational welfare, dedicated to personality and character (re)formation through the 
life cycle, the founder of the Institute and its early staff were developing a unique 
platform for rational recreation service provision in one of the city's 'rougher' 
neighbourhoods - "Poverty Valley" 
Ranging from the creche and kindergarten, the Loyal Wirt Brigade, the working Boys' 
and Girls' Clubs, the Cadet Naval Corps, the Young Men's Club to the Old Men's 
Room, the Brisbane Institute offered in the one building the opportunity for the 
generations and genders to mix, under supervision of course. The regimen of activities 
combined mutual improvement, physical exercise, organised sports, "entertainment", 
social gatherings, instraction in music and a host of other "wholesome", purposeful -
and thus eminently rational - amusements. In this wide ranging undertaking the small 
body of youth workers, professional and voluntary, between 1906 and 1914 had 
constracted what was the most advanced (along with that of the YMCA) repertoire of 
generation-based programmes, the express intention of which was the constraction of 
the morally disciplined, respectful and industrious "social citizen' - the ultimate 
objective of the rational recreation movement in the metropolis. 
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Contiary to the virtual silence, in historiographical terms, regarding the place of 
plebeian leisure and responses to those aspects considered of a "deviant" nature, this 
dissertation has redressed the balance a little, demonstiating that the arena of leisure 
was highly politicised as a medium for social and cultural engineering. The focus of 
leisure studies as an academic discipline tends towards assumptions of leisure as an 
individually and socially positive experience, a path to "self-actuaUsation" in a 
normative sense. Through articulating the emergence of institutions that adopted a 
charter of 'civilising' through reformation of plebeian manners in the domain of leisure, 
and by placing them at the centie of this sustained analysis, this dissertation also 
redresses the tendency within academic leisure studies to marginalise this process. 
It was my intention initially to produce a manuscript that would contribute, in however 
small a way, to fostering an interest and commitment to exploring the local history of 
Queensland's capital city, Brisbane. As one of Austialia's most decentialised colony/ 
state's the predominance of raral and semi-raral based primary production in 
Queensland has skewed the interest of local historians towards the bucolic. 
Surprisingly, even the urban histories that have been produced tend to considerations of 
towns and small cities at the expense of the capital, which remains a geographic zone 
profoundly under-studied. By looking at the agendas and activities of the moral reform 
and rational recreation coteries a perspective on the social and cultural life of the city 
has hopefiilly been rendered for the reader. At this level, the dissertation has 
contributed to our knowledge of Brisbane's local, social and cultural history as well as 
deepening our understanding of the broader history of Queensland. Similarly, the 
development of the narrative demonstiates the significance, within the Queensland 
context, of the performance of Brisbane's evangelical churches in the promulgation and 
sponsorship of rational recreation institutions - as agencies of moral regulation and 
reform - in the colonial and early post-colonial period. Thus, this particular thematic 
constitutes an original and sustained contiibution to the history of evangelicalism and 
the churches in the period. 
Conclusion 
It is emphasised that this dissertation comprises in manifold ways a scholarly 'first-
statement' or survey of aspects of leisure practices in Queensland's urban environment 
in the decades either side of federation. While not claiming to be a work of theoretical 
originality, the narrative details the emergence and consoUdation of institutions of 
rational recreation through the prism of differential social class and status perceptions, 
gender difference, fears of racial degeneration and theorising about generational 
difference drawn from contemporary social theory. Influencing the decision to adopt an 
approach involving the dialectical interplay of the primary evidence with these social 
and cultural artefacts as organising categories was not, however, made without 
reference to the "paramount realities" experienced by rational recreationists of the time. 
However, the evidence gathered in the course of the research process suggests that 
these social cleavages, in Brisbane's 'leisurescape' at least, did not weigh equally. 
Social class and status were most commonly relied upon as explanatory media for 
leisure-based behaviour and reform, tending as a consequence to subsume generation 
and gender, although the masculinist emphasis within the movement must be accorded 
due regard in any history of the colony/ state's leisure and recreation world. 
Perhaps this masculinist bias explains, at least to a limited extent, the paucity of 
primary data pertinent to discovering more about girls' clubs and other female agencies 
for rational recreation in late Victorian and Edwardian Brisbane. For those larger 
organisations where the data is adequate, histories have been penned, such as that on 
the YWCA by Aline Gillespie and Swinbume's potted history of the Giri Guides. 
However, it is hoped that this broad survey will provide a useful context through which 
historians may commence reconstracting the development of institiitions that envisaged 
'discipUning' young females across social classes, preparing them also as futiire 
citizens. 
Each chapter, including the introduction, has shown the premier role of evangelical 
Christians in the fostering of rational recreation in the period. In tiacing their 
involvement in the movement, either as support workers or in the leadership caste as 
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'moral entiepreneurs' (or in the sphere of profitable philanthropy), I have deUneated the 
importance of their activity with respect to the emergence of youth work as a 
profession. With the new theorisations and 'scientistic' appreciations of child and youth 
development, applied in the settings of youth clubs, uniformed youth movements, the 
Institute of Social Service and, to a lesser extent, within the YMCA and young men's 
and women's institutes, the youth worker emerged as an arbiter and 'expert' on the 
youth 'problem' The account of this process presented in the relevant chapters 
constitutes a contribution to the early history of youth work in Queensland, from a 
perspective usually ignored by present day commentators. Most commonly, recourse is 
had to the 'orthodox' welfare arena, emerging in Australia in the later nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries, for explaining the rise of the youth worker. 
However, I have shown that aside from the juvenile justice and child welfare agencies 
(which perhaps have received enormous attention due to their rapid tiansition to some 
form of State contiol during this juncture) the 'recreational welfare' complex - rooted 
deeply in rational recreation ideology and practice - was also important in defining the 
profession. Indeed, the constraction of the 'moral' citizen, which underlay 
contemporary theories of social disadvantage, was ftindamentally predicated upon 
notions of leisure (re)formation as a medium for social and individual regeneration 
towards producing social harmony. The programmes of the rational recreation 
movement, while intended as 'fun' also, were created with didactic purposes in mind. 
They were rarely poUtically or culturally innocent, but rather sought to guide, not 
cajole, plebeian subjects in the dfrection of an appreciation of social solidarity, respect 
for constituted authority and understanding of the 'civiUsing' mission. 
Underpinning the development of the rational recreation movement in Brisbane was the 
Janus-like perception of economic and social constellations ranning parallel courses of 
unfettered progress, marked by 'rational', ordered and 'knowable' pattems of social and 
economic intercourse, accompanied by social and economic relationships apparently 
given over to 'irrationality', disorder and the contingent, forming a volatile/mj:on at 
the base of social relations in the city and colony/ state. This seemingly perpetual clash 
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between 'reason' and 'unreason' was regarded as amenable to reform to the detriment 
of the latter. 
Social disintegration could be curbed and defeated, so the scenario was advanced, by 
revitaUsing a moral universe in decline. Advocates of rational recreation saw their role 
as contributing to the victory of 'reason' This triumph would also witness a reversal of 
what was seen as the decline of the British 'race' in global terms during the period. 
Rational recreation, it was promulgated, would revitalise not only moral value systems 
but reintroduce the 'famed' Anglo-Saxon attributes of virility, discipline, courage, 
stamina and national 'efficiency' (and bellicosity), deemed lacking in the Briton of the 
period. Thus, varied physical fitness programmes including organised sporting 
competition for working class children, males in particular, were pioneered by youth 
clubs, Gordon Clubs, the YMCA, Institute of Social Service and within the ranks of the 
uniformed youth organisations. 
Although penned in 1880, the judgement delivered in a May 1880 Evangelical 
Standard editorial that "It is little to the credit of the citizens of Brisbane that some of 
its most useful institutions of a philanthropic character are so poorly supported", holds 
trae largely for the following four decades. Institutions of rational recreation, as 
revealed in chapters two to seven inclusive, despite receiving almost universal 
acclamation from the middle and upper classes of Brisbane, rarely survived without an 
immense straggle. Reliant upon donations and with only minimal governmental 
financial sponsorship they were subject to the harsh vicissitudes of colonial and early 
post-colonial capitalism. By 1914, with the notable exception of the YMCA, which, 
with unprecedented serendipity, received effectively a massive cash donation in 1906, 
those organisations that could trace an unbroken lineage back to the 1880s were rare 
indeed. However, it is testament to the determination of those evangelical 'workers', 
overwhelmingly based in cash-stiapped parishes that by 1914 the rational recreation 
scene showed any sign of health at all. Of course, the potential benefits available to 
members of a "self-improving' kind still acted as an attractive lure, especially access to 
resources such as sporting equipment, reading literature and the gaining of positional 
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advantage in the labour market by youth, knowledgable of the respectability tag 
attached to the institutions. 
It is inevitable that some judgment be delivered on the successes and failures of 
Brisbane's rational recreation movement in the years 1880 to 1914 - an expectation 
easier to articulate than satisfy. Certainly, following a reading of chapter one it is 
evident that the leisure and recreation in the Victorian and Edwardian period 
constituted "disputed territory" between classes, generations and genders. By 
assembling primary and secondary data on the various 'wings' of that amorphous 
constellation of individuals and organisations comprising the moral reform movement, 
such as those cohering around anti-gambling, social purity, temperance and Sabbatarian 
issues, this dissertation in its various chapters and sections has evinced the importance 
of this movement as both a powerful political and governmental lobby group and as an 
agency propounding the virtues of citizenship constraction via rational recreation 
service provision to the 'lower orders' in particular, but not solely. In this context, the 
estabUshment of such institutions with the rational recreation 'wing' of the movement 
as their backbone, can be considered if not a 'success' in terms of the ultimate 
objective(s) propounded, then at least 'successful' in developing practical solutions 
(however ineffectual) to perceived social problems. 
When endeavouring to gauge the relative effectiveness of the institutions discussed in 
this work it becomes apparent that 'success' was mixed. Certainly, the rational 
recreation provided would have impacted on the development of "character" in those 
attending regularly. This may have been something of a self-fulfilling prophecy 
however. More certainly, as explained in chapter two in relation to the Brisbane 
Workman's Club and the St John's Factory and Working Girls' Club in chapter tin-ee, 
institutions of rational recreation straggled to survive in circumstances where the 
committee of management was perceived as overly-matemalistic or patemalistic. That 
said, the recreational welfare outieach work with poor working class male youth by the 
Anglican Mission, especially Brisbane's newsboys, aspects of the YMCA Boys' Work 
programme and the regimen of the Working Boys' Brigade, were examples of 
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"successful' service provision to youth of plebeian background. Similarly, the Brisbane 
Institute of Social Service attiacted, often on the basis of curiosity and access to its 
facilities, numerous members from "Poverty Valley" that hardly fitted the "self-
improving" typology. 
In the realm of organised amateur sports and moral development, rational recreation 
institutions were instimnental in promoting "Muscular Christianity" and "manliness" to 
a cross-class clientele. The "new athleticism", manifest in the physical exercise and 
sporting regimens of youth clubs, Gordon Clubs and the YMCA as instances, was wedded 
to notions of Social Darwinian "survival of the fittest", "national efficiency" and social 
harmony. like the more cerebral activities of mutual improvement and literary and 
debating societies, sporting and physical fitness programmes were designed as purposefiil 
agents of moral and social regeneration. They were regarded as particularly important 
given the preoccupation of social commentators of the period with the crisis-ridden nature 
of westem capitaUsm. While this dissertation does not aim to provide an exegesis of the 
rise of organised sport in Queensland, nor its diffusion and consolidation in the period, 
it does locate the phenomenon within the rational recreation complex as an agency for 
inculcating a series of character attributes - among them self-discipUne, obedience, 
stamina and an esprit de corps - viewed integral to reproducing 'responsible' citizens 
for bourgeois democratic conditions. 
These values, with a host of others related to martial prowess, were also promoted by 
the uniformed youth movements discussed in chapter four. A product of a combination 
of late nineteenth century and early twentieth century social crises. Imperial rivalry and 
military adventurism, the Boy Scouts, Cadets, Boys' Brigade and equivalent in 
Queensland for working boys, emerged as bastions of rational recreation. Conditioned 
by Imperial propaganda and a host of influences, personal and social, relatively large 
numbers of male Brisbane youths for tiie most part keenly embraced the search for 
"manliness" and "adventure" (however mimetic) promised by the leaderships of the 
various organisations. Again, the content of the chapter illustiates the motivations 
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underlying these movements, such as fostering 'racial' and Imperial 'fitness', social 
harmony between classes and, at the same time, respect for constituted authority. 
As was the case in the development of youth clubs, mutual improvement associations, 
the YMCA and the Brisbane Institute of Social Service, the uniformed youth 
movements imbibed and sought to implement modem theorisations emanating from the 
embryonic discipUne of child and adolescent psychology. It can also be gleaned from 
the chapter that the officers in each of the movements acted effectively as youth 
workers. In strict military terms a measure of 'success' for institutions such as these is 
enrolment of former members in the armed services on reaching the age of majority. 
Further analysis is required for each of the organisations considered here but some 
indication can be elicited from the fact that in the case of the Working Boys' Brigade in 
1893 eighty-two former members were serving with the Queensland Defence Force.*^^^ 
For the Boy Scouts and Working Boys' Brigade in particular, activities expanded from 
the purely martial to encompass the features associated more commonly with the youth 
club and mutual improvement formats, designed to rectify the criticism Plummer 
registered in chapter five that "The great defect of Brisbane appears to consist in the 
deficiency of means of intellectual recreation."*^^^ Indeed, this chapter tieats the more 
cerebrally incUned element of the rational recreation movement in some detail. It was 
posited that the fundamental rationale for the establishment of such institutions, 
including young women's and men's institutes, schools of arts, mechanics' institutes, 
mutual improvement societies, Uterary and debating societies, libraries and reading 
rooms, lay in the perceived necessity to transmit of "universal culture" and 'high' 
culture to the 'lower orders' as part of an ongoing civilising process. 
Evidence was presented, however, showing that rather than bringing 'high' culture to 
the 'masses', the sociological stiata most attracted to these venues was the 'self-
improvement' oriented sections of the upper working - usually from identifiably 
' ^ " B C , 27 June 1893, p. 6. 
'"^ Queensland Punch, 1 September 1880, p. 183. 
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'respectable' family backgrounds - and lower middle class persons desirous of accraing 
cultural capital. Even among these groupings 'heretical' and 'non-purposeful' or 
'irrational' Uterature was popular, as illustiated in a survey of the lending library 
attached to the Toowoomba Gordon Club, which found that of 411 books circulated in 
1894, 390 were fiction, nine on sporting topics and a mere twelve devoted to "serious" 
subjects.*^ "^* 
No doubt, it was hoped that "serious" subjects would be undertaken in late adolescence 
and early adulthood. For sure, this was the motivation for the dogged persistence of 
advocates of the YMCA ideal in Brisbane. Operating concurrentiy with the Brisbane 
Institute of Social Service, these "mega-organisations' emerged in the Edwardian years 
as the most avant purveyors of rational recreation in the capital. While more plebeian in 
orientation than the YMCA, the Institute of Social Service and the Association offered, 
under the supervision of professional youth workers, assisted by unpaid volunteers, 
programmes promising the holistic development of the moral, physical and intellectual 
(and spiritual in the case of the YMCA) capacities of individuals. The extent to which 
they succeeded is difficult in the extreme to assess, mainly due to the paucity of records 
surviving into the present - a problem that exists in relation to producing histories of 
institutions of rational recreation in Queensland generally. 
The history of the rational recreation movement in Brisbane did not cease with the 
outbreak of World War One, but rather continued through the war years and in to the 
decades beyond. Indeed, traces still remain in the continued existence of the YMCA, 
Boy Scouts and Boys' Brigade, although moral didacticism features less prominentiy in 
their publicity. Leisure (and recreation) is fundamentally a historically conditioned, 
politicised process, subject to the stiesses and stiains occasioned by broader social 
forces. The rational recreation movement emerged and consolidated at a particular 
conjuncture in Brisbane and intemationally and was subject to parameters set by then 
current theories and practices conceming the use and abuse of non-work time. 
'""BC, 7 May 1895, p. 4. 
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particularly of those subaltem classes found in the streets and back alleys of the inner 
city. Reconstracting the development of these most fascinating agencies in the different 
conjunctures and contexts of Brisbane in the turbulent twentieth century and into the 
twenty-first will prove rewarding for historians in the future, who will hopefully find 
this narrative a usefiil beginning point. 
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Appendix One. 'Gentlemen's' Clubs formed in Queensland 1860-1914 
Club Year Formed 
Brisbane Club 
Brisbane Bicycle Club 
Brisbane Grammar School 
"Old Boys" Association 
Brisbane Stock Exchange 
Club 
Buffalo Club 
Bundaberg Club 
Charleville Club 
1886/1903?*"^ 
—1904 1256 
1898 1257 
1889 1258 
1886 1259 
-1904 1260 
-1886 1261 
Commercial Travellers' 
Association Club 1884 1262 
Gympie Stock Exchange 
Club 
Johnsonian Club 
-1904 1263 
1878 1264 
1255-The Brisbane Club was intended as a "... rendezvous for gentiemen interested in finance or 
commerce, or belonging to the professions, or the civil service, or connected with art or science, or such 
other gendemen." Malcolm I Thomis, The Brisbane Club, Milton, Jacaranda Press, 1980, p. 4. 
1256 Qpj^ yjjj ^^jjj J9Q4 p .743 
'"^ Stephenson, (comp.). Annals of the Brisbane Grammar School, p. 56. 
1258 
1259 
1260 
1261 
1262 
1263 
Wceit,20July 1889,p. 11. 
BC, 21 July 1886, p. 5. 
QPD, vol. xciii, 1904, p. 262. 
gPAvoLl, 1886,p. 1405. 
Week, 3 January 1885, pp. 7-8. 
QPD, vol. xciii, 1904, p. 528. 
1264 The Johnsonian Club was founded "... for the association of gentlemen connected professionally with 
Literatiu-e, Journalism, Art, Science, the Drama or Music, and of members of die Legal or Medical 
professions." CPS 1/6 Register of Certificates Granted to Clubs Under die Registtation of Clubs Act, 
328 
Musgrave Club 1886 
Queensland Club 1860*^ *^* 
Queensland Turf Club 1863(?) 
,1267 Rockhampton Club —1904 
Tattersall's Club _1904*^^^ 
Toowoomba Club _1904'^^^ 
Townsville Club -1904*^™ 
Union Club —1886*^'* 
United Services Club -1904*^'^ 
1914.1905-Apr 1912. QSA. Johnsonian Club, Johnsonian Club Inc. Handbook, Brisbane, Johnsonian 
Club, 1998, pp. 4-6; Mss 5/454-467 Robinson, FW, Queensland Cultural Organisations: Results of a 
survey conducted in 1951. FL. 
'^*' Formed "... to give the privilege of association to gentlemen connected with tiade and commerce." 
BC, 21 July 1886, p. 5. COL/228, Applications and Correspondence re issue of licenses under the 
provisions of the Liquor Act; court papers re breaches of the Act and prosecutions commenced 1899-
1928, in-letter 14887 of 1899, Commissioner of Police to Under Secretary, Home Departtnent, 23 
November 1899. 
'^ ^* Bell, Queensland Club, 1966. 
1267 Qpj^ y^j j^ j.jjj^  jgQ4^ p 262. 
'^^' Robert Longhurst, Friendship is Life: A history of the Tattersalls Club, Brisbane, South Brisbane, 
Historical Research Centie, 1993. 
'^*' QPD, vol. xciii, 1904, p. 262. 
1270 Qpjj ygj j^ j^jj^  jgQ4^ p 262. 
COL/228, Applications and Correspondence re issue of licenses under the provisions of the Liquor 
Act; court papers re breaches of the Act and prosecutions commenced 1899-1928, in-letter 14887 of 
1899, Commissioner of Police to Under Secretary, Home Department, 23 November 1899. 
'"^ QPD, vol. xciii, 1904, p. 748. 
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Appendix Two. The Oath, Law and Promise of the Boy Scouts 1908-1911 
Scouts Oath 
On my honour I promise that:-
1. I will do my duty to God and to the King. 
2. I will do my best to help others, whatever it costs me. 
3. I know the Scout Law and will obey it. 
The Scout Law 
1. A Scout's honour is to be trasted, 
2. A Scout is loyal to the King, and to his officers, and to his Country and to his 
employers (and to his "Parents" included in a 1909 amendment). 
3. A Scout's duty is to be usefiil and to help others. 
4. A Scout is a friend to all, and a brother to every other Scout, no matter to what 
social class the other belongs. 
5. A Scout is courteous. 
6. A Scout is a friend to animals. 
7. A Scout obeys orders of his Patrol Leader, or Scoutmaster without question (and to 
his "Parents" included in a 1909 amendment). 
8. A Scout smiles under all circumstances. 
9. A Scout is tiirifty. 
10. A Scout is clean in thought, word and deed (added in an amendment made in 
1911). 
Scout Promise (a 1909 addition) 
I promise, on my honour to do my best 
1. To do my duty to God and the King. 
2. To help other people at all times. 
3. To obey the Scout Law. 
Source: Fones, In the Light of All the Years, p. 4. 
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Appendix Three. Ten Things for Cadets to Remember by Captain TH Dodds 
1. Obedience is the first duty of a soldier, young or old. Those best fitted ultimately to 
command are those who have shown they can obey. 
2. Your constant duty as a cadet is to respect the uniform you wear by good conduct on 
all occasions, and by implicit obedience to orders. 
3. Do not on any account reply to an officer or non-commissioned officer when 
reprimanded for any neglect of duty. 
4. Do not talk in the ranks, nor look about, but give your whole time and attention to 
the instractor. 
5. Always appear in uniform clean and tidy, and with your hair cut short. 
6. Never appear in a mixture of plain clothes and uniform. 
7. See that every button is buttoned before you come on parade, that every buckle is 
polished. 
8. Do not have any necktie, pocket handkerchief, or water chain showing outside your 
uniform. 
9. Have your rifle thoroughly clean before you "fall in". 
10. When in uniform, coming to, and retuming from parade, let your behaviour in the 
street be such as to show not only your officers, but the general public, that you 
fully estimate the responsibilities of a young soldier. Never lounge about the stieets, 
but walk in an upright and soldierly manner. 
Source: Captain TH Dodds, Cadet Rifle Exercises and Musketry Instruction Adapted for the 
Westley-Richards Rifle, Brisbane, JH Thompson, 1911, p. 48. 
331 
Appendix Four. Constitution of the Working Boys' Brigade 
1. This Brigade shall be known as the Working Boys' Brigade of Queensland. 
2. Object: to impart to all its members a knowledge of military tactics and provide 
suitable recreation and night school. 
3. Prompt and implicit obedience to all orders and regulations of the Brigade shall 
be the principle means of gaining promotion, prizes and other indulgences. 
4. No boy or youth shall join without a written permit from his parent or employer. 
5. The name of and address of every boy or youth shall be written in the roll book 
by the instractor or officer of the company the boy may desire to join. 
6. No boy shall join under 12 or youth over 18. Every member shall make 
aformation [sic] to abstain from swearing, using profane or obscene language, 
'smoking', and taking strong drink,*^^^ 
7. The first duty of the Brigade is obedience. Boys shall be taught to be respectful 
to his employers and above all his parents. 
8. Boys and youths who pass the required exam for sergeant instractors will be 
supplied with a uniform from the general ftinds and Class A 3 fold stripes... 
9. No boy or youth shall leave the Brigade without due notice in writing and 
reasons for doing so. 
10. There shall be an officer to command each company who shall be called captain 
in the Brigade and who shall attend all parades with the company if possible. 
11. In towns through the colony where there are more than two company^ [sic] 
there shall be a battalion commander who shall be called battalion commander. 
12. Instractors will be trained from the ranks of the Brigade and where they pass 
the required exam the commander Chief Instractor Northcott may appoint them 
to the companys [sic] and find them employment in the district they may be 
appointed in. 
13. Committees who from time to time be appointed to rale over their local 
battalions will provide payment for instractors at the rate of Is 6d per drill. 
14. If possible members will put in two drills per week, two nights military 
schooling and one night recreation in the shape of gymnastics. 
*"^ In reality the Brigade allowed membership to some boys under twelve years and to a number of 
youths and young men aged between seventeen and twenty-five, grouped in the l" Reserve 
Battalion. QSA COL/A723, General Correspondence, in-letter 12956, JH Northcott to Under 
Colonial Secretary, 10 December 1890 [Top No. 1229]. 
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15. The commander will endeavour to provide employment for members of 
Brigade who may seek the same without charge either to employer or the 
member. 
Source: QSA COL/A723, General Correspondence, in-letter 10589, JH Northcott to 
Colonial Secretary, 15 September 1891 [Top No. 1229]. 
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Appendix Five. St John's Young Men's Institute Constitution 
1. Name.— That tiie name of the club shall be 'The Church Institiite" 
2. Object.— That the object of the Institute be: promote fellowship and educational 
progress by means of library, periodicals, lectures, debates, and such-like methods, and 
to provide wholesome recreation by means of various athletic clubs. 
3. Ownership.— All properties of the Institute shall be vested in the Cathedral 
Chapter, and shaU be held by them for the use of the Institute, and all rules and by laws 
before they are finally adopted, shall be submitted to the Chapter for approval. 
4. Scope,— That the Institute shall have reading and other rooms wherein members 
may meet. Subsidiary clubs may be formed in connection with the Institute for athletic 
and other purposes. 
5. Membership.— That the membership be confined to men, and that 18 years be the 
minimum age of membership, 
6. That the names of intending members shall be proposed and seconded by members 
of the Institute, and shall be posted with the names of such proposer and seconder for 
one week before election. The names shall then be balloted for by the Committee, one 
black ball in four to exclude. 
7. Committee.— The Institute shall be managed on behalf of the Cathedral Chapter 
by a Committee constituted as follows:— 
A President, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and other members ex-officio, nominated or 
elected. The Sub-Dean of the Cathedral shall be ex-officio President. If the office of 
the Sub-Dean be vacant, during such vacancy, the Chapter shall nominate an Acting 
President. The Minor Canons of the Cathedral shall be ex-officio members of the 
Committee. Two Lay Members shall be nominated by the President or Acting 
President; Two Members by the Cathedral chapter and Six shall be elected by the 
Members at the Annual meeting. Five shall form a quoram. From the Members of the 
Committee so nominated and elected, the Members shall elect a Secretary and a 
Treasurer. 
Source: CC, 1 April 1898, p. 6. 
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